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THE SHEEP INDUSTRY IN CANADA

Sheep have been raised in Canada since the days of the early

settlers. Because wool was needed for making warm clothes, the weight

of a sheep's fleece was far more important than the quality of its meat.

Today, it is the other way around; we have so many materials to choose

from that wool is not as essential as it used to be, and sheep are raised

more for their meat than for their fleece.

Although nearly all the settled parts of Canada are suitable for

sheep raising, the population of sheep and lambs is less than a million.

Between 1962 and 1972 the number on hand at June 1 dwindled from

1,449,000 to 845,000. Farm cash income from the sale of sheep and lambs

amounted to only $8.9 million in 1972 less than 1 per cent of the total

farm income in Canada.

Our sheep industry is so small that the domestic demand for lamb

and wool can be filled only by importing these products from other

countries. Between 55 and 65 million pounds of wool and many tons of

lamb are imported each year. To provide these items ourselves, we would

need to have at least another 7 million sheep in production.
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BORDER CHEVIOT

This small mountain sheep was developed on the border between

Scotland and England. Border Cheviots are noted for their ability

to withstand cold stormy weather and can survive on scant, hilly

pastures. The ewes are good mothers and require very little

attention at lambing time. The lambs are small but hardy. The

meat is fine textured and of good quality, and the fleece is bright

and soft but weighs only 5 to 7 pounds.



CORRIEDALE

The Corriedale was developed in New Zealand and Australia as

a dual-purpose breed. It produces a very tasty lamb carcass and

a very heavy fleece of good quality. Ewes average 10 to 15

pounds or more of long-fiber wool commanding a good price.



DORSET

Developed in the counties of Dorset and Somerset, England,

Dorset is one of the oldest Down breeds. The ewes have the

unique characteristic of breeding at any time, and often produce

lambs twice in the same year. As a result, the Dorset is very

useful for the production of Easter lamb and is increasing rapidly

in popularity. The 6- to 10-pound fleece is noted for its white-

ness. A special feature of the breed is its heavy milk production.

The ewes seldom fail to claim their lambs, which grow fast.



HAMPSHIRE

This compact, blocky sheep with dark-brown ears, eyes and face

was developed in Hampshire county, England. It is a heavy eater,

and produces good meaty lamb carcasses and fine-textured 7- to

9-pound fleeces of moderate length. The lambs are large at birth

and grow very fast. Hampshires are used extensively for cross-

breeding.



LEICESTER (BORDER)

A clean white face; ears and legs covered with fine white hair;

and a long, open, curly fleece of 8 to 12 pounds are features of

this breed, which was developed near the home of the Border

Cheviot. A vigorous sheep, the ewes are good mothers, good

milkers and often give birth to twins. In Nova Scotia, Leicester

ewes are bred with North Country Cheviot rams to produce Scotia

half-bred ewes.



LINCOLN

Originating in England, the Lincoln is said to be the heaviest

breed of sheep in the world; rams often exceed 300 pounds.

Lambs fatten slowly and when ready for market are too heavy by

today's standards. No other mutton breed produces a heavier

fleece than that of the Lincoln, which often weighs 20 pounds.

The wool hangs in very long ringlets and there is a foretop of

wool extending down over the eyes. The fleece is much in

demand for carpet manufacturing.



MONTADALE

The Montadale is a medium-woo led sheep developed fairly

recently in the United States by breeding Columbia ewes to

Border Cheviot rams. It resembles the Cheviot but is larger and

its ears are somewhat longer. The fleece weighs 8 to 12 pounds

and is of uniform high quality. The ewes are good mothers and

very prolific. Montadales are used in crossbreeding to add

ruggedness and blockiness and to increase reproduction.



NORTH COUNTRY CHEVIOT

Native to northern Scotland, the North Country Cheviot is easily

identified by the all-white face, ears and legs. Rugged but docile

sheep, they are excellent foragers and do well where other sheep

would starve. The carcass quality is good, but the 6- to 8-pound

fleece often contains stiff, white hairlike fibers that lower its

value.



OXFORD

This heavy Down breed originated in Oxford county, England.

The face, ears and legs are normally dark gray, though lighter

and darker shades are not uncommon. The ewes are good milkers

and lambs grow fast but do not finish at desirable weights. The

wool is longer and coarser than that of other Down breeds.

Fleeces average 9 to 12 pounds.



RAMBOUILLET

Rambouillet, raised mainly on rangeland in Western Canada, are

heavy-boned, strong and vigorous. The rams have large spiral

horns but the ewes are generally hornless. The lambs do well

on the range but many of them end up in Eastern Canadian feed-

lots for finishing to acceptable market weights. The fleeces

weigh from 10 to 15 pounds and the high-quality wool commands

top prices for use in fine tailored suits.



SOUTHDOWN

The face of this small Down breed from the Southdown area of

southern England is covered with gray or brown wool. The fine

fleece is very dense and short but usually commands top prices.

The Southdown is noted for its blocky carcass, which is well-

covered with meat of excellent quality. The ewes are only

average milkers, producing small, slow-maturing lambs.



SHROPSHIRE

Named after the English county where it originated, the Shrop-

shire has both good meat qualities and a sizeable fleece. The

breed is rugged, of medium size, and has dense wool covering

the complete face. The wool is compact, a good fleece weighing

from 7 to 10 pounds. Twins are quite common in this breed but

the rams are inclined to be slow breeders. The ewes are very

prolific and are exceptionally good milk producers. The lambs

grow fast and produce fine-grained, lean, meaty carcasses.



SUFFOLK

This large hardy breed is one of the most popular in Canada.

Originating in Suffolk county, England, it is distinguished by

the absence of wool on the head and legs which are covered

instead with fine jet black hair. The ewes are good milkers with

the twinning average high. The lambs mature early and produce

high quality carcasses. Suffolks are not a good wool breed

because of light-weight fleeces which often contain unwanted

black fibers and average only 5 to 8 pounds.
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