
The Federal Halocarbon Regulations, 2022 (FHR 2022) establish leak testing and reporting requirements for 
refrigeration, air-conditioning, fire-extinguishing, and solvent systems and containers under federal jurisdiction. 

Frequency of leak tests
Under the FHR 2022, a leak test of its components that contain a halocarbon, must be conducted at least once every 
calendar year and no more than 15 months since the previous leak test by the certified person for a large refrigeration 
system or air-conditioning system, or by the responsible person for a large fire-extinguishing system or container 
(Section 17).

Example of compliant and non-compliant leak test intervals  

Date Time interval Compliance

one leak test every year on the same date

January 1, 2022
12 months 

YES

once every calendar year and no more than 15 months since 
the previous leak testJanuary 1, 2023

one leak test every calendar year

January 1, 2022 1st interval = 13 months YES

once every calendar year and no more than 15 months since 
the previous leak test

February 1, 2023

2nd interval = 11 monthsJanuary 1, 2024

one leak test every 15 months

September 1, 2022 1st interval =15 months YES
once every calendar year and 
no more than 15 months since the previous leak testDecember 1, 2023 2nd interval =  15 months 

March 1, 2025  
(not compliant)

NO

does not meet requirement for every calendar year.  
Leak test should be performed no later than 
December 31, 2024 to comply.
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Leak testing using a halocarbon is prohibited
The Regulations don’t allow to charge an air-conditioning, refrigeration or fire-extinguishing system or a container 
with a halocarbon for the purpose of leak testing. The only exception is if this is done for the purpose of calibrating 
leak-detecting devices with equipment designed specifically for that purpose and if the manufacturer’s 
recommended procedures are followed (Section 9) . 

Action to take when a leak is detected
As soon as practicable after a leak from an air-conditioning, refrigeration or fire-extinguishing system is detected, and 
in any case within seven days, the person (certified person or person working on a fire-extinguishing system) must 
repair the leak or isolate the leaking portion of the system and recover the halocarbon from that portion, or recover 
the halocarbon from the system (Section 18 and 19).

If a leak is detected from an air-conditioning, refrigeration or fire-extinguishing system and it is necessary to charge it 
with a halocarbon to prevent an immediate danger to the environment or to human life or health (Section 11), then the 
following needs to be done:

 › the person who charged it must immediately notify the owner or person responsible for it; and
 › the owner of the system must, within seven days after being notified, submit a report to the Minister containing the 

information set out in Part 1 of Schedule 2.
Information to provide when a system needs to be charge to prevent an immediate danger to the environment or to 
human life or health:

1. type of equipment (air-conditioning system, refrigeration system, or fire-extinguishing system)
2. name and address of the owner of system 
3. name of the responsible person for system 
4. specific location of system on the site
5. serial number or the unique identifier assigned by the owner of system 
6. type of halocarbon contained in system 
7. charging capacity in kilograms of system 
8. date of the charge
9. quantity in kilograms of halocarbon charged into the system 
10. nature of the immediate danger to the environment or human life or health
11. circumstances that justify the charge in order to prevent the immediate danger
12. date of repair of the leak or recovery of the remaining halocarbon

Template for the charging report

https://canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/air-pollution/issues/ozone-layer/measures-protect/federal-halocarbon-regulations-information/templates.html
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For more information, visit our website www.canada.ca/federal-halocarbon-regulations.

If the information you need is not available on our website, contact your regional office 
or the Halocarbon Program:

Pacific & Yukon: rfhpromcon-py-fhrcompro@ec.gc.ca Quebec: rfh-qc-fhr@ec.gc.ca
Prairies & Northern: promconrpn-compropnr@ec.gc.ca Atlantic: rfh-atl-fhr@ec.gc.ca
Ontario: promcon-on-compro@ec.gc.ca Halocarbon Program:

halocarbures-halocarbons@ec.gc.ca
Disclaimer: This material has been prepared for convenience of reference and accessibility and does not have an official 
character. It is of a general nature only. For all purposes of interpreting and applying the Regulations, users must consult  
the official version of the Federal Halocarbon Regulations, 2022 and seek their own legal advice as appropriate.
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Case examples of activities that could require charging with a halocarbon to 
prevent an immediate danger to the environment or to human life or health 
under the FHR 2022:

Example 1 
A fire-extinguishing system must be charged to ensure the immediate safety of occupants of a building, or

Example 2 
An air-conditioning system must be charged to protect electronic systems from overheating, the failure  
of which could pose an immediate danger to the environment or to human life or health.

Good to know – other useful information
 › Overview of the Federal Halocarbon Regulations, 2022
 › Owner, responsible person and certified person
 › Size-dependent obligations for systems or containers 
 › Leaks and leak tests
 › Maintenance of systems and containers
 › Reporting a release of a halocarbon
 › Prohibitions and permits
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