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Labour Market Bulletin 

This Labour Market Bulletin provides an analysis of Labour Force Survey results for all three of Canada’s territories, 
including the Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Yukon. 

 

OVERVIEW 

The combined employment of Yukon, Northwest Territories (NWT) and Nunavut increased slightly (+0.3%) from 

January to February 2022 to 64,700. Employment levels in Yukon did not change during this period. However, 

the number of people employed in Northwest Territories dropped by 0.4% between January and February 2022. 

Nunavut was the only territory that posted a monthly increase, with employment up 1.8%. 

On an annual basis, employment in the Territories increased substantially between February 2021 and February 

2022, up 13.9% (+7,900). Employment in all three territories increased during the year. The largest annual 

increase occurred in Nunavut (+36.1%). Employment levels in Yukon and Northwest Territories grew more 

moderately, increasing by 6.5% and 9.2%, respectively. 

Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Yukon* Monthly Labour Force Statistics 

Seasonally Adjusted Data February 2022 January 2022 February 2021 
Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

Number % Number % 

Population 15 + ('000) 92.7 92.6 91.2 0.1 0.1 1.5 1.6 

Labour Force ('000) 69.9 69.7 60.8 0.2 0.3 9.1 15.0 

Employment ('000) 64.7 64.5 56.8 0.2 0.3 7.9 13.9 

Unemployment ('000) 5.3 5.1 4.0 0.2 3.9 1.3 32.5 

Unemployment Rate (%) 7.6 7.3 6.6 0.3 - 1.0 - 

Participation Rate (%) 75.4 75.3 66.7 0.1 - 8.7 - 

Employment Rate (%) 69.8 69.7 62.3 0.1 - 7.5 - 

*Combined data - three month moving average 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey Table 14-10-0292-01 (formerly CANSIM 282-0100) 
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Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Yukon Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Economic Region 

Seasonally Adjusted 
Data 

Employment Unemployment Rate 

February 
2022 
('000) 

February 
2021 
('000) 

Yearly  
Variation 

(%) 

February 
2022 
(%) 

February 
2021 
(%) 

Yearly  
Variation 
(% points) 

Territories* 64.7 56.8 13.9 7.6 6.6 1.0 

 Northwest Territories 25.0 22.9 9.2 5.7 6.9 -1.2 

 Nunavut 16.6 12.2 36.1 14.0 6.5 7.5 

 Yukon 23.1 21.7 6.5 4.5 6.5 -2.0 

*Combined data - three month moving average 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey Table 14-10-0292-01 (formerly CANSIM 282-0100) 

 

The unemployment rate for the three territories combined decreased slightly between January and February 

2022. It fell 0.3 percentage points to 7.6%. Year-over-year, the unemployment rate declined in both Northwest 

Territories and Yukon, by 1.2% and 2.0%, respectively. Meanwhile, Nunavut’s unemployment rate increased 7.5 

percentage points to 14.0% during the same period. Nunavut continues to have one of the highest 

unemployment rates in Canada: 8.5 percentage points higher than the national average of 5.5%.  

 

The youth (15 to 24 years) unemployment rate for the three territories combined was 9.7% in February 2022. 

This represents a decrease of 6.2 percentage points compared to February 2021. The unemployment rate for 

young women increased 3.0 percentage points to 11.6% during the past year, while the unemployment rate for 

young men dropped considerably, down 14.9 percentage points to 8.0%. The unemployment rate for young men 

has gradually dropped back to its pre-pandemic levels as the Territories’ economies continue to recover. 
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*Combined seasonally adjusted data,  based on a three-month moving average 
Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey Table 14-10-0292-01 

Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Yukon* Monthly Employment 
and Unemployment Rate

Employment ('000) Unemployment Rate (%)
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Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Yukon*  
Monthly Unemployment Rates, by Gender and Age 

Seasonally Unadjusted Data 
February 2022 

(%) 
February 2021 

(%) 
Yearly Variation 

(% points) 

Total 7.6 6.9 0.7 

  25 years and over 7.3 5.8 1.5 

    Men - 25 years and over 9.7 6.0 3.7 

    Women - 25 years and over 4.2 5.6 -1.4 

  15 to 24 years 9.7 15.9 -6.2 

    Men - 15 to 24 years 8.0 22.9 -14.9 

    Women - 15 to 24 years 11.6 8.6 3.0 

*Combined data - three month moving average 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey – ESDC custom table 

 

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 

There were 8,200 people employed in the goods-producing sector in February 2022. This corresponds to a 13.9% 

(+1,000) increase in employees compared to the same time last year. Employment losses in utilities and 

manufacturing were offset by gains in the mining and construction industries.  

Employment growth in the goods-producing sector is likely to continue for the short to medium term. Planned 

large-scale construction and mining exploration and remediation projects will create additional job opportunities 

across the North. For instance, the federal government awarded a $108 million contract on February 15th to 

Parsons Inc. for construction management and care and maintenance services at the abandoned Faro Mine site 

in Yukon.1 The Faro Mine Remediation Project is one of the largest contaminated mine clean-up projects in 

Canada. It is estimated that it will cost approximately $2 billion and 20 years to close the Faro mine completely.2  

The federal government also partnered with the Government of Yukon and Yukon First Nations in its support for 

the Coffee Gold project south of Dawson City in Yukon. The project—proposed by Newmont Corporation—will 

include the construction of four open pit gold mines over the next 30 months. The mine site is expected to include 

a camp for 400 workers during construction and create about 700 positions.3  

In March 2022, the federal government announced that it is providing $45 million to support the construction of 

101 permanent affordable housing units across Nunavut. Through the Projects Stream of the Rapid Housing 

Initiative, this funding is anticipated to help create job opportunities within the construction sector, as well as to 

improve the chronic homelessness issue in Nunavut.4  

The federal government also provided nearly $10 million in funding to build 29 affordable housing units in the 

Northwest Territories. The new housing units will be built in the Fort Good Hope Dene Band, Łutselk'e Dene First 

Nation, and Deh Gah Got'ie First Nation.5 This funding is part of the $60 million National Housing Co-Investment 

Fund announced in March 2021 aimed to help address the affordable housing shortage in the Northwest 

Territories.6 



Labour Market Bulletin – Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Yukon – February 2022                                 Page 4 

 

 

Northwest Territories, Nunavut and Yukon* Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Industry 

Seasonally Unadjusted Data ('000) February 2022 February 2021 
Yearly Variation 

Number % 

Total employed, all industries 64.1 56.3 7.8 13.9 

Goods-producing sector 8.2 7.2 1.0 13.9 

  Agriculture 0.0 0.0 0.0 -- 

  Forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying, oil and gas 2.4 2.1 0.3 14.3 

  Utilities 0.6 0.8 -0.2 -25.0 

  Construction 4.9 3.7 1.2 32.4 

  Manufacturing 0.2 0.5 -0.3 -60.0 

Services-producing sector 55.9 49.2 6.7 13.6 

  Trade 7.9 6.7 1.2 17.9 

  Transportation and warehousing 3.1 3.1 0.0 0.0 

  Finance, insurance, real estate  
  and leasing 

2.4 2.3 0.1 4.3 

  Professional, scientific  
  and technical services 

1.8 2.0 -0.2 -10.0 

  Business, building and other support services 2.2 1.4 0.8 57.1 

  Educational services 7.2 5.3 1.9 35.8 

  Health care and social assistance 8.1 7.8 0.3 3.8 

  Information, culture and recreation 2.6 1.9 0.7 36.8 

  Accommodation and food services 2.7 2.3 0.4 17.4 

  Other services 2.7 1.9 0.8 42.1 

  Public administration 15.1 14.5 0.6 4.1 

*Combined data - three month moving average 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 

Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey - ESDC custom table 

On a yearly basis, employment in the services-producing sector in the combined territories increased by 13.6% 

(+6,700) to 55,900. Nearly all industries within the sector experienced employment gains, except for 

professional, scientific and technical services (-200).  

Over the next two years, funding from all levels of government for infrastructure projects such as hospitals, new 

schools and health and wellness facilities will help to support employment growth in the services sector. For 

example, the Yukon government released its 2022-2023 budget in March, which focuses on improving 

infrastructure across the territory. Budgeted projects include the new $25.2 million Whistle Bend Elementary 

School in Whitehorse, a new $2.6 million bilingual health centre in Whitehorse, and a new $10.8 million 

psychiatric unit at the Whitehorse Hospital.7  

In Nunavut, the City of Iqaluit approved its 2022 budget in February. Budgeted plans for the new year include 

$2.9 million in funding for essential work on the Water Treatment Plant, the construction of a Solid Waste 

Transfer Station and Landfill, and construction of a new Operations Centre for inventory, equipment storage and 

staff offices.8   

Turning to other industries, the tourism sector is gradually recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic across the 

North. Tourism companies in the Northwest Territories are anticipating the return of clients with the territorial 
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government lifting restrictions to leisure travel on March 1st.9 Companies are extending hours and hiring staff in 

advance to accommodate the expected rise in business.10  

The federal and three territorial governments have reserved funding to support tourism-related businesses 

across the Territories. The Yukon government, for example, implemented a new stream of funding under the 

Tourism Non-Accommodation Sector Supplement. Bars and restaurants are eligible for $20,000 per month up to 

$60,000 to cover fixed and variable costs retroactive to November 8, 2021.11 

The Yukon government also pledged $700,000 for the 2022-2023 Tourism Cooperative Marketing Fund to 

support the promotion and marketing of the territory. Yukon tourism businesses, non-governmental 

organizations and Yukon First Nations Governments that offer activities, attractions, transportation, or dining 

and accommodation are eligible to apply for the funding.12  

Meanwhile, the Northwest Territories government has relaunched its Tourism Restart Investment Program 

(TRIP) in January to support tourism operators and tourism-related businesses impacted by the pandemic. The 

territorial government has pledged $1.2 million additional funding this year to support the program. Each 

successful applicant could receive up to $50,000 for eligible expenses.13 The first intake of TRIP was launched in 

October 2021 and generated more than $800,000 in funding for tourism-related businesses in NWT last year.14  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: In preparing this document, the authors have taken care to provide clients with labour market information that is 
timely and accurate at the time of publication. Since labour market conditions are dynamic, some of the information 
presented here may have changed since this document was published. Users are encouraged to also refer to other sources 
for additional information on the local economy and labour market. Information contained in this document does not 
necessarily reflect official policies of Employment and Social Development Canada. 

 

Prepared by: Labour Market Information (LMI) Directorate, Service Canada, Northwest Territories, Nunavut and 

Yukon 

For further information, please contact the LMI team at: http://www.esdc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/contact/edsc-

esdc/eng/contact_us.aspx?section=lmi 

For information on the Labour Force Survey, please visit the Statistics Canada Web site at: www.statcan.gc.ca 

© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada as represented by Employment and Social Development Canada, 
2022, all rights reserved 

http://www.esdc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/contact/edsc-esdc/eng/contact_us.aspx?section=lmi
http://www.esdc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/contact/edsc-esdc/eng/contact_us.aspx?section=lmi
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/start-debut-eng.html
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https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/news/2022/02/faro-mine-remediation-project.html
https://www.yukon-news.com/news/twenty-years-of-mining-in-faro-means-billions-of-tax-dollars-for-care-and-clean-up/
https://yukon.ca/en/news/government-yukon-reaches-decision-advances-coffee-gold-project
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/media-newsroom/news-releases/2022/canada-announces-support-rapid-housing-nunavut
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/affordable-housing-jan-25-nwt-1.6327103
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/media-newsroom/news-releases/2021/government-canada-supporting-affordable-housing-nwt
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/media-newsroom/news-releases/2021/government-canada-supporting-affordable-housing-nwt
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/fin/fin-2022-23-budget-highlights.pdf
https://www.iqaluit.ca/news/iqaluit-city-council-approves-2022-budget
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/leisure-travel-expected-resume-nwt-march-1-2022
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/leisure-travel-expected-resume-nwt-march-1-2022
https://www.nnsl.com/news/busy-summer-predicted-as-tourism-operators-prepare-for-return-of-travellers/
https://yukon.ca/en/news/new-financial-and-employment-supports-announced-yukon-businesses
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/tc/2022_23_tcmf_guidelines_en.pdf
https://www.iti.gov.nt.ca/sites/iti/files/ITI_TRIP_Guidelines_EN.pdf
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/trip-helping-tourism-operators-prepare-nwt-reopening-visitors
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/trip-helping-tourism-operators-prepare-nwt-reopening-visitors

