








The information in this booklet is to be considered
solely as a guide and should not be quoted as or consid-
ered to be a legal authority. It may become obsolete in
whole or in part at any time without notice. Authority
must be found in the Copyright Act, the Copyright
Rules, and in decisions of the courts interpreting them.
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occurs once any amendments
have been made and the applica-
tion is accepted. The Office
then issues a certificate of
registration.

| Registration fees

You must pay a prescribed fee
when applying for registration of
copyright. That fee covers the
review of your application and,
if it is acceptable, a registration
certificate will be issued at no
additional charge. However, if
your application is withdrawn or

refused, the fee is not refunded.

Send your payment with your
completed application form.
Payment may be by cheque or
postal money order made out to
the Receiver General for
Canada.

Copies of the current fee sched-
ule as well as the application
form are available from the

Copyright Office at the address

given on page 16.

Foreign applicants should pay by
money order payable in

Canadian funds.

Registration is valid for as long as
the copyright for the work exists.
Once you register your copyright,
you do not have to pay any addi-
tional fees to maintain or renew
it. If you register the copyright of
an unpublished work, you do

not have to register again after
publication.

What the registration
covers

Normally, each song, book,
recording, and so forth is consid-
ered a separate work and requires
a separate application and fee.
There is no blanket-type regis-
tration for several works by one
author. However, if you are regis-
tering a book of poems, songs,
photographs, etc., you may regis-
ter the book as one work. Also
note, that if the work is pub-
lished in a series of parts, such as
an encyclopedia, one registration
covers all the parts in the series.

| Indicating copyright

There is no requirement to mark
your work under the Copyright
Act. The Universal Copyright
Convention provides for marking
with a small “c” in a circle, the
name of the copyright owner
and the year of first publication,
for example, © Jane Doe, 1986.
Although not obligatory in
Canada, such marking can serve
as a reminder to others of a copy-
right as well as providing the
name of the owner. Some coun-
tries that are members of the
Universal Copyright Convention
but not of the Berne Copyright
Convention require such mark-
ing. You may use this notice

even if you have not registered
your work.

| Policing your copyright

The Copyright Office is not
responsible for ensuring that
your copyright is not being
infringed. This is your responsi-
bility. Suppose a person
publishes a novel very much like
yours, simply disguising the pla-
giarism with a few name
changes. It is up to you to launch
legal action. It will then be up to
the courts to decide whether
indeed you have been wronged.
However, the Copyright Act does
contain criminal remedies which
apply to certain types of serious
infringement or piracy.
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