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... by growing information technology skills from the grassroots up

The most important assets of any organization are people. To be successful in today’s
knowledge-based economy, both business and government need access to highly skilled
workers with proven information and communications technology (ICT) skills. A recent
study suggests that nearly one third of Canadian companies are suffering from stalled
growth due to a shortage of high-tech workers. In certain industry sectors, the number of
affected companies exceeds 40 percent.*

The only way for companies to guarantee that they’ll have
access to these valuable human resources when needed is
to help to train personnel from the grassroots up.

Support innovation in teaching and learning

Industry Canada’s SchoolNet GrassRoots Program provides
funding directly to teachers to develop collaborative and
interactive on-line projects. Each project involves hundreds
of students across Canada, learning and working together
on-line, and creating educational tools and content for all
Canadian teachers and students.

In addition to nurturing competencies in ICT, SchoolNet
GrassRoots provides participating students with opportuni-
ties to develop other employment-related skills such as
critical and creative thinking, team building, problem
solving and research skills.
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The SchoolNet GrassRoots Program is part of Connecting Canadians, the Government
of Canada’s strategy to keep Canada among world leaders in connecting its citizens to
the Internet.

Support a proven strategy

* Thousands of schools across the country and hundreds of thousands
of students are already participating in SchoolNet GrassRoots projects.

* Provincial and territorial ministries of education are committed to
the SchoolNet GrassRoots model.

* This innovative approach to teaching and learning has received several
international awards and the recognition of educational institutions
around the world.

* Teachers embrace it, and parents support it.

* Documented research demonstrates that collaborative, project-
based learning motivates students, and promotes greater academic
outcomes.**

Meet the challenge head-on

The SchoolNet GrassRoots National Campaign is a partnership initiative aimed
at raising funds from the private sector to support the creation of tens of
thousands of on-line learning projects. These on-line projects will help millions
of Canadian students develop valuable information and communications
technology skills.

*The Evolution of Human Capital, Tim Wilson, International Data Corp. (Canada) Ltd., December 1998.
**The Emerging Contribution of Online Resources and Tools to Classroom Learning and Teaching,
TeleLearning Network Inc., 1998.
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A collaborative effort between
industry and government

The support of Canada’s private sector is vital to this initiative.
All funds raised through the campaign will go to classroom-based
on-line projects, and will be matched 2 to 1 through the funding
support of the federal and provincial governments.

To encourage the broadest possible level of participation from
Canadian business, five distinct levels of sponsorship have been
established. These provide partners with a range of choices from T S T SR
funding individual on-line projects at the GrassRoots Patron level, o e s e
to the opportunity to lead the initiative as a GrassRoots Platinum : '
Sponsor. Each level of sponsorship commitment entitles partners to
campaign-related benefits, ranging from an official receipt of payment,
to a customized marketing strategy ensuring that partners reach their
marketing objectives.

Yukon Quest:

Support Canada’s leadership in the global economy Students share in
the experiences of
By contributing to the growth of ICT competencies on a national level, the SchoolNet sled race participants,
GrassRoots Program and its partners are supporting the development of a Canadian while learning about

“culture of innovation,” furthering Canada’s global reputation as a centre of ICT expertise. ~ northem culture
and geography.

The innovative application of ICT skills and tools throughout all industry sectors will

translate into the development of new markets. These new opportunities for growth

will ensure that Canada remains competitive in a global, knowledge-based economy.

Position Canada and your business for future growth

The development of a highly skilled work force is everyone’s business. To learn more
about the SchoolNet GrassRoots National Campaign and how you can contribute to the
development of our future work force, contact Canada’s SchoolNet at 1-800-575-9200,
or by e-mail at schoolnet@ic.gc.ca

Visit the SchoolNet GrassRoots National Campaign Web site at
http://www.schoolnet.ca/grassrootscampaign
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