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[t has been my privilege over the past 10 years to meet with a group of exceptional teachers, the
recipients of the Prime Minister’s Awards for Teaching Excellence. One of the reasons Canada s a strong,
confident country is that there have always been educators, such as these, to inspire and teach the next
generation of Canadians.

Looking at what these teachers have done, and continue to do, it is clear that they never stop
challenging their students to learn and do more. The students, in turn, respond because their teachers believe
in them. These outstanding educators know that everyone has a contribution to make to our society.

As impressive as they are individually, the teachers | have met over the past decade are equally
astounding as a group. Our nation’s teachers help make Canada an inclusive society. They do so by embracing
the hopes of all Canadians. They welcome and support newcomers. They help persons with varying abilities
and disabilities reach their potential. They inspire students in all parts of the country — rural, urban and
remote — to believe in themselves and their communities.

These outstanding educators are also ensuring Canada’s future, not only by educating the next
generation of leaders and citizens, but also by instilling in all their students a concern for the environment
and their fellow human beings.

As the Prime Minister’s Awards program celebrates its 10th anniversary, it is my pleasure to present the
latest edition of Exemplary Practices:a collection of ideas and practices from the 20012002 recipients of the
Prime Minister’s Award for Teaching Excellence. There is inspiration — and role models — here for all

(anadians.
Once again, | would like to offer my congratulations to these exceptional teachers, as well as my thanks.
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