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INTRODUCTION

Introduction to the Course

By 1992, Canadians possessed approximately six million firearms*. Every year, more
than 180,000 new Firearms Acquisition Certificates are issued. With such a large
number of firearms in existence and thousands of new individuals with various firearms
interests entering the system, the Canadian public, through Parliament, set mandatory
standards of firearms safety and competence in handling firearms. Therefore, this
Canadian Firearms Safety Course was developed by the Department of Justice Canada

in partnership with the provinces and territories.

This course will assist you to get a Firearms Acquisition Certificate (FAC). Successful
graduates of this course will be certified to be familiar with the laws and regulations
pertaining to the possession, transfer, transport, storage and safe use of firearms. In
addition, graduates will have passed a written and a performance test proving their
ability to handle firearms safely.

Most safety courses concentrate on the prevention of accidents due to careless use or
unintentional discharge of firearms. However, far more deaths and serious injuries occur
each year due to the intentional misuse of firearms in suicides and homicides. Many of
these deaths and injuries result from acts of sudden impulse that might not have
happened if the firearms and ammunition were more safely stored. Therefore, this
course stresses both the secure storage of firearms and ammunition, and their safe

handling and use.
Course Students completing this course will have an enhanced awareness of the social
Objectives responsibilities of owners and users of firearms, and will know how to:

Comply with firearms laws;

Store firearms and ammunition safely;
Transport firearms safely;

Handle firearms and ammunition safely; and
Use firearms and ammunition safely.

* See Glossary for definition of technical terms used in this handbook.
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The Canadian Firearms Safety Course consists of classroom instruction and learning the
material in this handbook. This learning must then be demonstrated by passing written
and practical tests of the knowledge and competence you gained in the course. The
instructor may add extra materials and exercises to the course, such as experience at a
firing range, to enhance the material already covered in this handbook.

In this course, some topics are intentionally discussed and explored several times. This
approach helps learning and retention. Leaving out any of the assignments, exercises or
tests given by your course instructor, will reduce your learning, just as skimping on

exercises will weaken a physical training program.

The Canadian Firearms Safety Course emphasizes safe storage, display, handling,
transportation and use of firearms. However, safe handling must also be based on a
better understanding and knowledge of firearms, ammunition, and the laws and
regulations related to them. Your safety and that of the people around you depend on
more than just safe physical actions. Safety also very much relies on your attitude
about responsible handling and use of firearms. Therefore, you will want to pay close
attention to the sessions on legal, ethical and social responsibilities.

Your Course This book, plus the classroom lessons and the practical exercises given by your course
Handbook instructor, will help you to learn how to safely handle firearms, and to know the laws
relating to them. It contains:

. the “Vital Four” rules of safe firearms handling;

. a brief history of firearms;

. information on firearms and ammunition parts and how they work;

. instructions on how to pick up, handle and carry firearms safely;

. information on how to handle, store, transport and display firearms
safely;

. examples of firearms accidents and misuse of firearms;

B—
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. descriptions of how to unload, load and fire firearms correctly;

. descriptions of the correct firing positions;

. instructions on field and range safety;

. a summary of ethics and laws affecting fireaxm§ owners and users, and
. a glossary of firearms terms.

For more detailed information or training in special areas such as muzzle loading
firearms, handguns, reloading of ammunition, specialized target shooting and hunting,
we recommend that you contact specialized shooting or hunting clubs or associations.

Contact your provincial and local authorities for detailed regulations or for information
on provincial or local firearms laws and regulations. Regulations for manufacturers of
firearms and ammunition, dealers in firearms, and museum operators are different.
Consult the legislation or a firearms officer in your local police service.

-
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INTRODUCTION

Obtaining a Firearms Acquisition Certificate

weapons, must also have a valid FAC.

Requirements To apply for an FAC:

- a judge or justice;

province or territory;

. you must be 18 years of age or older;

information you supply in the application;

- an employer or fellow employee;

- an aboriginal chief, councillor or tribal elder;

company, credit union or caisse populaire;

To acquire a firearm in any manner anywhere in Canada, you must first get a Firearms
Acquisition Certificate (FAC). In addition, persons employed in businesses or museums
where duties include handling non-restricted firearms, restricted firearms or prohibited

. you must provide proof that you successfully completed a course or test
in the safe handling and use of firearms and related laws and regulations;

. you must fill in an application form, and give the names of two

references who have known you for three years and can confirm the

. those qualified by the regulations to act as references include:

- a minister of religion authorized to perform marriages;

- a full-time bank manager or any signing officer of a bank, trust

- a police officer, police constable, sheriff or deputy sheriff, game
warden or wildlife biologist employed by the government;

- a member of the Senate, House of Commons or legislature of a

January, 1994
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- a mayor, reeve, warden or municipal clerk, a member of a council
or board of trustees of a municipality or a member of a board of an
educational authority;

- a doctor or other health care practitioner as defined by the Canada
Health Act;

- a social worker or alcohol/drug addiction counsellor;
- a full-time commissioned officer of the Canadian Forces;

- a person in a licensed or accredited occupation or profession such as a
lawyer, engineer, electrician, plumber, teacher, and

- the applicant's spouse, if the spouse is 18 years of age or older.

you must include a current photograph that is clear enough to identify
you because this photograph will be reproduced on your FAC; and

you must not be prohibited by order of the court or by condition of
probation from having a firearm in your possession.

In special circumstances, a firearms officer can exempt you from the safety course or

test if the officer is satisfied that you have the necessary knowledge and competence.

This applies only if you have owned a firearm since 1979 and can show knowledge of

~ the basic principles of safe handling of firearms, the basic operation of common sporting

firearms, and basic knowledge of the laws and regulations that apply to firearms. In

other words, you must exhibit knowledge equal to someone who has taken the firearms

safety course.

Cost There is a fee for an FAC. Itis non-refundable and payable upon application. If an
applicant is renewing an FAC before it is expired, only one-half of the fee will be
charged. No fee will be charged to an FAC applicant who must use a firearm to hunt or
trap in order to sustain him or herself or family.

Intro-6
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Processing the You can get an FAC application from your local police service. An FAC application
Application will normally be handled by the police agency having jurisdiction over the area in the
province or territory where you live. For complete information on processing, contact
your local police. You do not have to submit your application in person, but the local
firearms officer will need you to appear in person to verify identification.

You must wait at least 28 days before your FAC is issued. However, if you already
have a valid FAC and are applying for a new one, your new FAC may be issued without

waiting the full 28 days.

Past tragedies have shown that certain individuals are a greater risk to themselves or
others. Therefore the questions that will be asked on the form are intended to uncover
a number of indicators to screen out these individuals and avoid future tragedies in the

home or elsewhere.

During the processing period, the firearms officer may interview your neighbours,
family members, social workers or others to assist in the thorough screening of FAC
applicants. If a firearms officer refuses to issue an FAC, the officer must notify you in
writing of the refusal and of the reasons for the refusal, and provide you with
documentation about the appeal process. You then have a maximum of 30 days to
request the firearms officer to refer the opinion to a provincial court judge.

Having a Firearms Acquisition Certificate allows you to purchase or acquire firearms

anywhere in Canada for a five year period.

If you currently own a firearm, you do not need an FAC to sell or dispose of it.
However, anyone buying or otherwise receiving a firearm must have a valid FAC.

Minors A Minors’ Permit may be issued for persons from the age of 12 to the day before their
18th birthday with the consent of a parent or guardian. The permit allows a minor to
possess and use a non-restricted firearm under conditions of supervision. Some of
these conditions include: using a firearm for target practice, hunting game or receiving

instruction in the use of a firearm.
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Exceptions to these conditions can be made for minors who need the use of firearms to
sustain themselves or their families. In these special cases, there is no minimum age and
no supervisory conditions. There is no fee for a Minors' Permit.

e’
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SECTION 2 FIREARMS SAFETY

| Firearms-

| Related

f Deaths
'and Injuries

| Intentional
Misuse of
Firearms

-1 Secure Storage

| VYatch for
Isigns of pigi

Much of the information in this course applies to the prevention of accidents with
firearms. However, firearms users should realize that firearms safety also includes

the prevention of intentional misuse of firearms.

For example, on average between 1980 and 1990, there were about 1300 deaths per
year in Canada involving firearms. Of these, approximately 80% were suicides, 15%

were homicides and 5% resulted from accidents.

These figures show that most of the harm involving firearms is deliberate. If firearms
are readily accessible, they are subject to potential misuse. That is why the new
firearms laws and this course put so much emphasis on the secure storage of firearms

and ammunition.

This is probably the most effective single action to reduce intentional misuse of
firearms. Firearms and ammunition should not be easily accessible by unauthorized
users. For example, do not leave the key or the combination to the storage area or case
laying about or give them out to others. Locking up firearms and ammunition is
important because many suicides and homicides are acts of sudden impulse. Making
access to firearms and ammunition difficult could delay a depressed or violently angry
person long enough for the impulse to lessen. Most other weapons or means of
violence that might then be substituted cannot do drastic harm as easily as a firearm.

In addition, the secure storage of firearms and ammunition will also deter their easy
theft by criminals. Remember, you are responsible for your firearms 24 hours a
day. Therefore, it is wise on both moral and legal grounds to have your firearms
stored securely and safely when you are no longer physically in control of them.

Sometimes it is possible to detect the symptoms of possible suicide or the approach of
violeht situations before they happen. Remember, these can happen in our own house-
holds or those of our friends and neighbours. If you are aware of such developing
situations, and there are firearms present, it is sometimes wiser to completely remove

(Yanuary, 1994
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Examples of
Suicides

Examples of
Homicides

them - even if they are adequately stored. If you cannot do this yourself, make the ]

police aware of the situation. Just as you would not hesitate to intervene to prevent &

relative or friend from drinking and driving, do not hesitate to prevent the misuse of

firearms by others. !

Several examples of intentional misuse of firearms are given below.

_—
g

a)

b)

A youth of 18 was involved in an traffic accident while using his
father's truck. After returning home and informing his father, he was
scolded. The father then left to examine the damaged truck at the
repair shop. The youth loaded a bullet of his own into the father's rifle
which was kept unsecured in the home and shot himself fatally. The
youth had previously attempted suicide.

A youth broke up with his girlfriend. He went home where a rifle
and ammunition were kept in a closet. He shot himself in the face.
Surgery saved his life but he lost an eye. He states that if no firearm
had been readily available, he would not have attempted suicide. Ten
years later he has not re-attempted suicide.

CAUSES:  Firearm not locked or stored securely.

\

)

a)

b)

During a family argument, a drunken husband threatened his wife
with a 12 gauge shotgun normally stored under the bed. It dis-
charged, killing her.

A man was ejected from a bar after a heated argument with several
other patrons. He ran to his nearby home, snatched his father's rifle
from a gun rack plus some ammunition from a shelf below and
returned to the bar. He fired into the crowded room from the
doorway killing one person and wounding two others.

CAUSE: Easy access to firearms and ammunition.

_—
7
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i Accidental Misuse of Firearms

' Common
Firearm
| Accidents

 Exampies of
 Accidents

Most firearm accidents happen because of one or more of the following reasons:

. unauthorized access or improper storage;
. lack of control of muzzle direction;

. careless or ignorant use;

. accidental firing;

) users who are not competent;

. aiming or firing at the wrong target;

. using the wrong ammunition.

Insecure storage of firearms also leads to many tragedies due to use by unqualified or

unauthorized persons.

a) A child was playing with a rifle that had been left loaded and within
easy reach. A parent grabbed the barrel of the rifle and pulled it
away from the child, but was wounded when the rifle fired.

b) Two young children playing in their home found a loaded handgun

in a bedside table. One was killed when the firearm fired.

CAUSES: (1) insecure storage of a firearm,

(2) unsafe muzzle direction,

Most accidents involve a muzzle being pointed at the holder of the firearm or someone
else. They occur when people have their finger on the trigger before they are abso-
lutely ready to shoot, or quite often when other objects accidentally release the trigger.

January, 1994
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Examples of a) A boy was carrying his rifle cocked, loaded and ready to fire with the
Accidents trigger portion under his armpit. The rifle fired when he moved his

arm, wounding another hunter.

b) A hunter and his brother were crawling through dense bush with a
loaded and cocked rifle. The rifle caught on a bush and accidentally
fired, wounding the brother.

c) A shooter at a range had his finger on the trigger of his pistol while it
was pointing at a 45 degree angle in front of him at his firing point.
He prematurely applied pressure to the trigger causing it to acciden-
tally discharge into the table. Bullet fragments caused a leg wound.

CAUSES: (1) unsafe muzzle direction or control,
(2) carrying a loaded and cocked firearm, and
(3) finger on the trigger before the sights are aligned of

the target. _
Many firearm accidents occur while getting in or out of a car or a boat with a
loaded firearm. :
4
Examples of a) One case involved a man who propped his loaded firearm against a
Accidents car. It fell and fired, and the bullet ricocheted from the roof of the

car to hit the victim sitting inside.

b) A woman was killed when she pulled a shotgun towards herself by
the barrel as she was getting out of a pick-up truck. The trigger
caught on the seat and the shotgun fired.

CAUSES: (1) unsafe muzzle direction,
(2) loading a firearm before being ready to fire, and
(3) careless handling of firearm around vehicles.

—

-

_/
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Exampies of
Accidents

Examples of
Accidents

Many accidents occur when loading and unloading firearms.

a)

b)

c)

In one case, a man was loading his rifle with the muzzle pointing to
his left, where another person was standing. The other person was
wounded when the rifle accidentally fired.

Another young man wounded himself when he rushed to load a car
tridge into his rifle while his finger was on the trigger.

An accident occurred when a boy began to pump the action of his rifle
to see if it was loaded. The rifle fired and the bullet struck a young

girl.

CAUSES: (1) unsafe muzzle direction, and
(2) unsafe loading/unloading procedure.

Climbing or jumping obstacles while carrying a loaded firearm causes many shooting

injuries.
a) A young woman crossed over a fence while holding a loaded firearm.
She wounded herself when her rifle accidentally fired as it caught on
the fence.
b) A man tossed his firearm over a small ditch before crossing. The

firearm twisted around as it hit the ground and fired, seriously

wounding the hunter.

CAUSES: (1) unsafe muzzle direction, and
(2) crossing obstacles with a loaded firearm.

Anyone who, without lawful excuse, points a firearm at another person, whether
the firearm is loaded or unloaded is guilty of an indictable offence and could be

sent to prison for up to five years. Criminal Code Section 86(1).

ANuary, 1994
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