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someone 
owe you 
money?... 
and is that someone 
a federal employee? 
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Does a federal employee owe you money? By 
"federal employee", we mean anyone who col-
lects a salary from the federal government. That 
includes civil servants, Members of Parliament, 
Senators, members of the R.C.M.P., and federally 
appointed judges. 

Let's suppose, for example, you married a civil 

servant, but you and your spouse have separated. 
Although the court has ordered your spouse to 
give you a certain amount of money every month 
for family support, your spouse refuses to give 
you a penny. You need that money to support 
your family. What can you do to get it? Or.  . . 

Let's take another example. Suppose your 
neighbour asked you to lend him money for some 
reason or other. Knowing that he has a fairly 
secure job with the federal government, you 
agreed. But then, months went by and he never 
repaid you. As a last resort, you sued him in Small 
Claims Court. The Court ordered your neighbour 
to pay back the loan, but he still hasn't done it. 
Where do you go from here? 

In both of these examples, people were owed 
money by a federal employee. The first was for 
family support; the second was for repayment of a 
loan. Those were just two examples. It could have 
been any debt such as unpaid dental bills, over-
due rent, or car payments. Until recently, if a 
federal employee decided not to pay a debt, even 
if ordered to do so by a court, there was often 
very little you could do about it. But Parliament has 
provided some help by passing the Gamishment, 
Attachment and Pension Diversion Act. 

HOW CAN THIS ACT HELP ME? 

1. If you are owed family support payments, and 
if you have a valid and enforceable family sup-
port order from a Canadian court, there are 
two possible ways in which the Act can help 
you: 

a) If your former spouse is a federal employee, 
the Act allows his or her salary to be gar-
nisheed to pay family support, or.  . . 



b) if your former spouse receives a pension 
from the federal government, the Act might 
allow a part of that pension to be taken for 
family support purposes. The Act does not 
apply to all federal pensions; for example, it 
does not affect Veterans' Pensions, Old 
Age Security, Canada Pension Plan 
benefits, or disability allowances. It also 
does not apply to unemployment insurance 
benefits or income tax refunds. 

2. For all other types of debts, the Act now 
allows the wages of a federal employee to be 
garnisheed. However, pensions can only be 
taken, or diverted, for family support pay-
ments, not for any other type of debt. 

DOES THE ACT ALSO APPLY TO 
CANADIAN FORCES MEMBERS? 

The pay of members of the Canadian Forces can 
be garnisheed for family support and other debts. 
However, the rules and regulations that apply to 
them are slightly different from the ones that apply 
to other federal employees. For more information, 
write to the Judge Advocate General, Department 
of National Defence, 101 Colonel By Drive, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0K2. 

WHAT STEPS DO I HAVE TO TAKE TO GET 
MY MONEY? 

To garnishee a federal employee's wages, you 
must first have a valid court judgement ordering 
that person to pay you money for family support or 
other type of debt. You must also make sure that 
the court order can be enforced under provincial 
laws. Your next step is to send a Notice of Intent 
to the Department of Justice or one of its agents, 
as set out in the regulations accompanying the 
Act. This Notice must include the employee's 
name, employing department, place of work, and 
other information that will help the government to 
identify and locate the employee. 

There will then be a 30-day waiting period. Unless 
you are told within that time that the debtor no 



longer works for the federal government, you can 
then apply to a court to have a garnishee sum-
mons issued. 

At your request, a court will then issue a garnish-
ment order, which must be served by registered 
mail or personal service at the same place you 
sent the original Notice of Intent. The amount of 
money attached by your garnishment order will be 
based on provincial law, and on the Act and 
regulations. The federal government will pay the 
money into court, and the court will then make the 
appropriate payments. 

To get a pension diversion, you will need a valid 
family support order from a Canadian Court. 
Again, as with garnishment procedures, you must 
also make sure that the court order can be en-
forced under provincial law. Send your applica-
tion, including a certified copy of the court order 
and enough information to clearly identify the pen-
sioner, as follows: 

a) If the pensioner's last known place of employ-
ment in the government was the Canadian 
Forces, send the application to the Minister of 
National Defence, Attention the Director of Pay 
Services (Pension Diversion). 

b) For former M.P.'s, Senators and the judiciary, 
send your application to the attention of the 
Receiver General for Canada, c/o the General 
Counsel, Legal Services, Supply and Services 
Canada. 

c) For all other pensioners, send your application 
to the attention of the General Counsel, Legal 
Services, Supply and Services Canada. 

WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION? 
If you need more detailed information, you can 
refer to a copy of the Act and regulations at your 
local library, or you can buy your own copy from 
the Canadian Government Publishing Centre, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0S9. 

More details are also available from Public Affairs, 
Department of Justice, Ottawa, Canada, K1A  0H8. 
Telephone: (613) 995-2569. 



Your lawyer or legal aid office is in the best posi-
tion to give you any help you might need in apply-
ing for garnishment or pension diversion. 
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