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HIGHLIGHTS

This study exammed the 1n01dence and nature of sexual homlclde, defined by
Statistics Canada as homlclde commrtted durmg the commission of a sexual assault.

The pr1n01pal source of data exammed was the homlclde return form (see
‘Appendix C) completed by police forces across the country and submitted.to the
: ~Canad1an Centre for Justlce Statistics (located in Statlstlcs Canada)

For most analyses reported the period covered was 1974~ 1986

Over th1s perlod the vast majonty of all homicide v1ct1ms were male, but the
majonty.of sexual homicide victims were female.

For 1989 (the most recent year for which data are available), three percent of all ~
homicides occurred during the commission of a sexual assault. Ten percent of all
homicides were committed during the commlsslon of other offences (e.g., robbery,

: breakmg and entering, theft). ‘ : :

There has been no change in the annual number of sexual hom1c1des In. 1974, there -
were 22 sexual homicide v1ct1ms across ‘Canada and’ almost exactly the same number
(21) in 1989.

The three most populous provmces (Ontario, Bntlsh Columbia and Quebec) accounted

. for three quarters of sexual homicides recorded durmg the perlod studled

Eighty-five percent of sexual hom1c1de victims were female This contrasts with the
. gender profile of all homicides, where only one third of victims were female, but'is .
consistent with the victim profile for sexual assault Approx1mate1y 90 percent of -

. sexual assault victims are female. .

" There has been no change i in the gender ratio of .sexual homicide'victims since 1961.
There has been a- change in the age of victims. In the penod 1961-1970, only one
victim in five was under 21 years of age; in the period 1971- 1986 this age category

accounted for half of all sexual homicide victims.’

More than two-thirds of sexual homicide v1ct1ms were smgle, only 36 percent of other
homicide v1ct1ms were single. : -

Three quarters of the sexual homicide cases were‘cleared by.the laying of a charge.
This is comparable to the "cleared by charge" rate for other forms of homicide.

Xi”




The suspect was a stranger to the victim in 30 percént of the sexual homicide cases
studied. Th1s is substantlally hlgher than the percentage of all homicides that involve -
_strangers.
The category "acquamtance accounted for the highest peréentage of cases (or{e in-
. three).. ’ : . IV S

Over the penod studled the suspect was also the husband of the V1ct1m in, only one
- case out of 405. :
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1.0

1.1

_ INTRODUCTION -

. Background :

In 1985 the Department of J ustice Canada initiated a series: of research studles
in the area of sexual assault.- This report is the last to be undertaken in the series. It

is a:summary of data collected for the Department of Justice two years ago The
- sexual-assault-research initiative in the Department of Justice Canada was a direct -

response to two concerns. First was a desire to evaluate the impact of the 1983

_reform legislation (Bill C-127) in which the offences of rape and indecent assault -

(male and female) were replaced by three new offences of sexual assault. (For
descriptions of the new legislation see Watt, 1986; Begin, 1987; Department of
Justice, 1991). This legislation was part of a radical reform of the law governing .-

crimes of sexual aggression. - Similar reform legislation had been introduced in many -

states in America (e.g., Michigan, see Marsh, Geist and Caplan, 1982;, Washington,
see Loh, -1980; 1981). The Department of Justice Canada recognized the 1mportance

of leglslatlve evaluation in this area. Sound emp1r1ca1 data are essential to gaining an =

understanding of the impact of the 1983 reforms. - Data are also necessary to point the

- way towards further reform of both the legislation and the way in which the -
- legislation is implemented by the Canadian criminal justice system. (For a summary

* . of the findings from the sexual assault 1n1t1at1ve see Research Sectlon Department of

"y ustlce, 1991)

The second reason for research into sexual assault and the criminal justice

© system’s response to those crimes, is the growmg awareness of the threat to women

that exists in contemporary Canadian society. It is only within the last ten years that
the magnitude of the problem has been fully apprec1ated Awareness of the

-widespread 1nc1dence of crimes of violence against women, and the publicity.

surrounding the tragic killings in Montreal in 1989, have brought the attention of the.
public (and the news media) to violent crime in wh1ch the majority of victims are
female. As part of the sexual assault initiative, the Department of Justice Canada -

-commissioned several reports on the incidence of these crimes (see Appendlx A fora
'complete list. of reports available from the Departiment). -

Th1s report examines. hom1c1des committed in the course of sexual assault
The reason for studying sexual homicide within the framework of the sexual assault
m1t1at1ve is that in both cases the vast-majority of victims are female _ Lo




.- Unlike other reports pertaining to sexual assault and commissioned by the
Department of Justice Canada, the present.report does not concentrate on the effects
of the. 1983 legislation. Bill C-127 did not directly address the issue-of homicides
taking place as a result of, or during, a sexual assault. The issue of reporting --
central to rape reform legislation -- is not as important for homicide, where almost all
incidents are eventually brought to the attention of the police. .Rather, this report

- . provides descriptive data on the incidence and nature of this category of homicide.

. While the period studied encompasses the change in legislation; it was not ‘anticipated

1.2

.+ that the introduction of Bill C-127 would have an impact on the number or nature of

incidents of homicide arising from sexual assault (or in the pre-1983 period, from
rape or indecent assault). At this point a brief summary of the Criminal Code

: offences relevant to. the d1scuss1on w1ll be prov1ded

Sexual Assaul_t-i and Homicide - .
(a)_Sexual Assault

The:l9.83 sexual assanlt leg1slation (Bill C- l27) replaced the earlier offences of
rape, attempted rape’and indecent assault aga1nst a male or a female, w1th three new

offences of sexual assault. These are: -

Sect1on 271 Sexual Assault (max1mum penalty ten years 1mpr1sonment hereafter
‘referred to as level Lin this report).

= Sect_ion 272: . Sexual Assault w1th a weapon threats to a third party or: causmg bod11y

harm (maximum penalty: 14 years imprisonment; level II). -

‘Section 273:..- Aggravated Sexual Assault (max1mum penalty life 1mpr1sonment

‘ ,-level III)
(b) Homicide o

The hom1c1de category employed by Stat1st1cs Canada 1nc1udes the follow1ng

© crimes:

v,'Se,Cti,on; 231 : Flrstdegree mﬁfd'er' - : v
. Section 231 (7):- ...~ . - .Second degree murder. - -
. Section 234: . .. . - . Manslaughter '

- Section 233:..: .. .. .., - - . Infanticide - .. . ... ..




The maximum penalty for infanticide is five years- imprisonment; for all the
other forms of homicide 1t is 11fe 1mpr1sonment although the parole 1ne11g1b111ty
_ ”perlods vary. ‘ : L :

- (c) Sexual Homlclde

Some homlcldes are. class1ﬁed as occurring. "dunng the commission of another
: -offence " The nature of the other offence determines whether the homicide will result -
““in a charge of ﬁrst or second degree murder To quote the relevant section of the

B ‘Cnmmal Code : : e

Irrespectlve of whether a murder is planned and dehberate on
the part of any person, murder is first degree murder in respect. .
- of a person when the death is caused by that person while -
committing or attempting to comm1t an offence under one: of the
: follow1ng sections: ' : : :

(@  section 76 (h1jacking an aircraft);
~ (b):"  section 271 (sexual assault); ‘ ' ' L
(©) section 272 (sexual assault with a 'weapon, threats to a A
~ third party or causing bodily harm); - | o
(d) section 273 (aggravated sexual assault); -
()  section 279 (kidnapping and forcible conﬁnement), or.
® sectlon 279. 1 (hostage taklng)

‘Thus all cases of homlclde taklng place in the course of a sexual assault shou1d
result in charges of first degreé murder. :

Sexual assault homlclde is a category of hom1c1de contalned in the "homicide

- refurn form", completed by- investigating officers and submitted to the Canadian
‘Centre for Justice Statistics. (More will be said about the database later in this. .
report) R S e

For the sake of brev1ty, the category sexual assault hom1c1de used in th1s S

report will be called sexual homicide. The category of sexual homicide prov1ded to
~. the authors 1ncludes homicides where "the cucumstances involve another breach of

: ._ the Criminal Code" (Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, 1989), in this case the

- breach involved rape, indecent assault or sexual assault. This is a narrow-definition
of homicide in which the motive was sexual. The definition is of course critical; the
wider the definition, the larger the number of sexual homicides recorded Th1s p01nt
w1ll be addressed further in this report




»'1 2. 1 Pubhc perceptlons of crime seriousness

Although the Cr1m1na1 Code d1st1ngu1shes between varlous kmds of hom1c1de
(murder; manslaughter; infanticide) there is little codified differentiation in terms of
offence seriousness. Most homicide offences carry a maximim penalty of life -
imprisonment. However, it is clear that homicides involving sexual assaults (or
" murder-rapes as they are referred to in the United States) constitute one of the most
serious offences in the Criminal Code, at least in terms of public perceptions
Evidence for this comes from the most systematic public survey of crime seriousness
in' North America that was carried out in 1977 (Wolfgang, Figlio, Tracy and Singer,
1985). (The literature on perceptions of crime seriousness has shown great
_similarities between Canadians and: Americans in terms of perceptions of seriousness;
accordingly it is unlikely that the pattern would be different for a sample of
Canadians.) Over 60,000 respondents were asked. to rate the seriousness of over 200
- crimes. The least serious offence in the eyes-of the public was. truancy. It received a
scale score of .02, The offence receiving the h1ghest ratmgs of seriousness was
* ‘described in the following way: -

"A person p]ants a bomb ina pubhc bu11d1ng and 20 people are. kllled "

_ It rece1ved a scale score of 72.1. The second hlghest rating of seriousness was
‘assigned to homicide mvolvmg a sexual assault (it received ascale score of 52.8).
The offence examined.in this report then, is one which although statistically rare, is-
perceived to be more serious than almost any other, and Wthh in all probab111ty
generates a great deal of publlc concern

1.3 Databases Used in the Report

The principal source-of information used in the preparation of this report was
the Homicide Database maintained by the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics
(CCJS) at Statistics Canada. This database draws upon information routinely, -
collected by law enforcement agencies across Canada and provided to Statistics
Canada on a special form known as the "homicide return". As can be seen in
Appendrx B, the form contains information relating to the circumstances of the
offence, character1st1cs of the: v1ct1m(s) and suspect(s), as well as information relating
to the criminal justice response; e.g., the nature of the. charges laid and so forth (see

* Statistics Canada, 1989, Appendix II for further information on the Homicide-

e

P TItis noteworthy that the most notorious miurderers in history were individuals who committed sexually

related murders (e.g., Christie; Speck, Gacy, Sutcliffe). As well, the homicides recexvmg the most news media
coverage in Canada recently (e.g., Stanton) were cases-of sexua] homicide.

._’44




Database.) The fact that data are collected on a separate form suggests that more- is -
“known about homicide than any other offence category. If the form is completed in

. its entirety, it provides a deta11ed record of each. hom1c1de that has been recorded by

: 'the pohce in Canada. : :

Data from th1s source. form the basrs of ‘such CCJ S annual publlcatrons as '
‘Homicide in Canada: A Statistical Perspective. Since publication of this.annual :
recently ceased, the homicide database now results in User Reports known as -
- - Juristats.. Both types of publications have been employed in the course of writing this
© report. As well, several independent -special data requests were made by the '
Department of Justice Canada to Client Services in the Canadian Centre for: Justrce
Statistics. Finally, it should be noted that the analyses reported here include the data
- provided by the Department of Justice to the authors of this report. 'In addition to

~ . these tables, one of the authors conducted an examrnatron of the actual homrcrde

returns in the category of sexual hom1c1de

N J- N

E 1 3. 1 T1me perrod covered by the analyses

. Most of the analyses reported here are based upon data collected between 1974
-"and 1986, which was provided to the Department of Justice by the Canadian Centre

for: Justice Statistics: A subsequent data request produced some additional data up to:
and1nclud1ng1989 s T TN 2

One final note about the database concerns the term1nology The exact
classification used by Statistics Canada is "homicide during the commission of ‘sexual
assault." Throughout this report the general term "sexual homrcrde" w111 be used 2.

" 2 The definition of sexual homicide adopted in this report is the Statistics Canada definition of homicide .
‘oc'currmg during the commission of a sexual assault, . This is a fairly narrow definition; some other countries
employ a broader definition. . Indeed, some writers would suggest that any homicide in which the victim was killed ..
on account of his or her gender should be considered a case of "sexual homicide." The issue turns upon the
"question of whether "sexual" connotes sexual activity, or at least the lntent to engage in some form of sexual
~activity, or something broader, as in "gender based." The second, broader definition would lead to the inclusion _
+..of a far larger number of homicides within the:category of sexual homicide. . In the absence of any other widely-
accepted definition (and because the data are classified in this way), we have used the Statrstrcs Canada deﬁmtlon

5.




1.3.2 'Methodological 'issues surrounding-the‘ homicide database '

Before descrrbmg the findings, we shall address the issue of coverage: does

~ this database capture all cases of sexual homicide? It is important to have an accurate
estimate of the true incidence because identification of high risk sex offenders will
only occur when the criminal justice system knows as much as it.can about
individuals who are currently imprisoned for the offence. Does the homicide database
classification of homicide during the commission of a sexual assault catch all the
incidents where sexual aggression was the motive or cause of the homicide? Two
potential problems suggest that the statistics of sexually-motivated assault
~underest1mate the true incidence of crimes of this nature.

‘ : The homicide offences are among‘the most well-reported offences in the
Criminal Code. In fact, aside from contract and gang-land killings, in which frequent
attempts are made to conceal the deceased, it is likely that almost all homicides are

* ‘reported to, or come to the attention of the police. (Cases- of infanticide, which also .
tend to be more difficult to detect, account for less than one percent, of all homicide
statistics (Statistics Canada, 1989). The so-called "dark figure" in crime statistics -~
the percentage of cases that escape the attention of the police -- is therefore relatively
low in the case of homicide (Koenig, 1987).> Unlike such other crimes as sexual
assault (which are affected by public attitudes towards reporting to the police), the

" picture of homicide based on official statistics, in all probablhty, closely corresponds
to the true number of homicides committed. - -

However, wh11e the statistical trends for homicide may be relatively
uninfluenced by social factors or administrative decisions, the classification of certain
variables contained on the homicide return form can be controversial. The motivation
for the crime is not always apparent, and identifying the motive may challenge the
investigator’s imagination and powers of deduction. The instructions accompanying
the homicide return s1mp1y require the investigating officers to indicate (if possible)
the motive for the crime. These categories may be inadequate w1th respect to the
,dlfﬁcult task of determmmg mot1ve

3 In terms of missing persons, it is worth noting that the vast majorrty of cases do not involve a homicide. On
average, the missing person is located soon after disappearing. Thus, in a recent study of missing chrldren, over
98 percent of the chlldren were located within a month of dlsappeanng (Flsher, 1989).

6




Motive Categorles on the Canadlan Hom1c1de Return e T e o a

: The hom1c1cle return in use unt11 January 1991, and subsequently revrsed
contained 12 categories of motive: revenge; jealousy; anger; argument;.robbery, theft.
- and breaking and entering (all one category); sexual assault or:rape (including .
indecent assault); self defence; escape (from_cust_ody);-the commission of an offence .
. other than theft, breaking and entering, robbery, indecent assault, rape, attempted.
rape or sexual assault (e.g., kidnapping, abortion, arson);- inadvertant act; other
motives; mentally ill. There is also a catch-all category, "not.known." Clearly the
categories listed above are very subjective, and also suffer from the defect that they
are not entirely discrete: : jealousy can provoke an argument which may. result.in an
assault leading to'a homicide. Into which category should such a homicide be placed?
As well motives that are clearly disparate (e.g., homicides committed in- the course

. of all crimes other than those listed above) are lumped. together in.one. motive.
- category "during the commission of other offences.". This then:was the:form-used
_during the period covered by. this study." Since January - 1991;-a revised: homicide
. return form has been adopted by CCJS and circulated-to police forces:across.the
country. The new form contains Separate; sections. for ! "precipitating crimes" and
"apparent motive." . As-such, it:is;an improvement over the earlier. version, although
-as will be seen, it still contams only a fraction of the. 1nformat1on collected on-
comparable forms used in the United States. SRR e

. For some 1nc1dents, the mot1ve w111 be clear and supported by ev1dence from
the scene of the crime. For others, motivation will only be established after -
considerable investigation. The presence of a sexual assault: :may onlybe determined
- by forensic tests. In some cases, sexual assault may have been the motive for the

incident giving rise to the homicide, but direct evidence may be.lacking. - For -
-example, when a known prostitute becomes a murder victim,:the; motivation may be:
~ unclear, and forensic tests might not be definitive:in c1a331fy1ng the murder, -even if
- _they are conducted. Whether some form.of coerced sexuality preceded-the homicide

_ is unlikely to be known, or even investigated by the police: As.well, it:is p0331ble
that sexual assault or some gender related motive was behind ‘the killing, but: there .
was no physical evidence of this fact. In such a case the homicide would not be
classified as a "homicide occurring. during the commission of sexual assault " but -
rather as another kmd of hom1c1de : :

A ‘The occurrence of multlple offences may also lead to the m1sc1a331ﬁcat10n of
sexually related homicides as other types of homicide. - In some cases, a. homicide
takes place following or during the commission of several other offences, sexual
assault included. -In these circumstances, the police usually classify the most serious
other offence as the one that gave rise to the homicide: If sexual assault-is one of the
other offences, the case will- likely be classified as a sexual assault homicide. -
However, if i in. some mstances ev1dence is| more compellmg for another offence (e g N

7
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1.5

1.6

breaking and enterlng), then the incident may be classified as a hom1c1de occurring
during the commission of that offence

To summarlze there are grounds to belleve that the statlst1cs for sexual
hom1c1de may underestrmate the true incidence of the crime. -

Aims of Report

To summarize, this report presents recent descriptive data on the incidence and
patterns of sexual homicide. The purpose is to characterize the incidents in terms of
variables such as the gender and age of the victim and-suspect, and the relationship

"between the victim and the suspect, and to answer some basic questions about sexual

homicide in Canada over the past 15 years. -It is important to point out- that the
researchers were restricted to the few items appearing on the old homicide return

- form' (See Appendix B). More in-depth research would require an analysis of the
- incidents based upon case hrstorres This kind of information was not available to the
- authors - '

. Cornparisons will be made between sexual homicides, homicides committed
during the course of other offences (e.g., breaking and entering) and all homicides.

- Such comparisons shed light upon the nature of the various types of homicide.

Specific comparisons will not be made between sexual homicide prior to the rape

reform legislation of 1983 and sexual homicide after the reforms. As noted above,
-~ the leglslatron was not dirécted towards the crime of sexual homicide, and there is no
. reason to assume that the incidence of sexual homicide should have changed from one

time perrod to another. .

Previous Research on Sexual Homicide

_While there are extensive research and clinical literatures on both rape and
homicide, there has not been a great deal published on the top1c of the overlap
between the two offences. :

Incidence of Sexual Homicide

- Little research has been conducted concerning sexual violence resulting
in homicide, although it has been estimated that one out of every ten female

murder victims in the United ‘States is killed during a rape or other sexual

offence (Chappell 1989)




o (a) United States

The d1fﬁculty of estlmatlng (w1th any accuracy) the 1nc1dence of sexual
hOllllClde is reflected in the highly variable estimates that emerge from a survey of the
literature. The estimate provided by Chappell (1989) echoes an earlier writer, who
- noted: "Out of every ten female murder victims in the United States, one is killed
* during rape or other sexual offences" (Russell, 1984: p. 67). These estimates.
however are at odds with others. Selkin (1975), for example, estimated the rate to be
one in 140. Most researchers in the field lean towards the view that-cases of sexual
‘homicide represent a miich smaller percentage than. ten percent Katz and Mazur ‘

- (1976) noted:

' [a]lthough rape and murder have occurred s1multaneous1y, the
phenomenon is. relatlvely rare (p.164). ~ :

Hayman Lanza Fuentes and Algor (1978), for example, found that seven out
of their total sample of 1,223 homicides also involved a rape. In his landmark study .
in the area, Amir (1971) found that only one out of 646 homicides was associated =~
with rape. .Similar proportrons were found by MacDonald (1971), Bornstem (1963), o
and Svalastoga (1962) '

' Brownmlller (1975) acknowledged the. weakness of the data on sexual
homicide i in the Unlted States when she wrote:" ~ S

There are no avallable national figures on the . yearly number of .
rape murders because the act is treated as a hom1c1de by most -
police departments ®@. 97). And further

Playing around with numbers, purely speculatlvely, 1f rape
murder accounts for two percent of all murders (the outside

_poss1b111ty) there are perhaps 400 rape murders committed per
year. . This would amount to .8 percent’ of all reported rapes and
2 percent of all actual rapes and rape attempts (p. 198)

Another Umted States study (Falk 1990) notes that rape murders constltute
only a small percentage of murders "discovered to have taken- place in the 40-year
period -ending in 1983" (p. 8). The most recent survey from the United States
suggests a somewhat higher figure. The national homicide survey conducted by the
FBI (1989) reports- that one percent of murders in America also involved sex -~ .-
offences.. Once again, however, there may be deﬁn1t1ona1 d1fferences between this
‘ ﬁgure and Brownmiller’s-estimate. - -




, To summarize the United States data, it appears that there is considerable
variance in estimates of the incidence of sexual homicide but most studies suggest that
only a very small percentage of all homlCIdeS fall into the category of sexual
homicide.

3 (b) Canada

In Canada an earher study of homlcldes occurring between 1961 and 1970
found that 17 percent of murders occurred "during the commission of other criminal
- acts" (Schloss, 1972). Of this 17 percent, two-thirds were accounted for by robbery,

“and one—quarter by rape or indecent assault S

Much of the remaining Iiterature,on sexual homicide consists of clinical case
histories of convicted murderers (e.g., Brittain, 1970, MacDonald, 1971, Schlesinger
and Revitch, 1990). While they may shed light on-individual cases, they do not tell
us a great deal about the incidence of sexual homicide. For the reader who wishes to -
know more about the phenomenon of sexual homicide, Appendlx C contains a list of
some relevant references in the area.
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2.0

2.1

FINDINGS

Homicide: General Findings

‘ Be.for'e,eXaminin.g_ ,.data invdlving sexual homieide; some recent’ trerids'fOr' -
homicide in general will be presented. -In 1989, 657 homicides were recorded across
Canada. This converts to a rate-of 2.51 per IO0,000-residents,} which represents a

“slight decrease in comparison to the average rate over the previous ten years

(Statistics Canada, .1990b). The homicide rate in Canada is conslderably lower than
the homicide rate in the United States. The highest murder rate in' 1989 was .

recorded in Montreal, followed by Edmonton, Winnipeg. and Vancouver. In four

L homlcldes out of ﬁve, the v1ct1m was known or related to the suspect

211

~ Homicide and gender

" As Silverman and Mukherjee (1987) note:

’When research has explored gender and homlc1de 1t has been
found that homicide is a male—dommated act. Be_th victims and
~ offenders are most often males (p. 38) Wt

In fact, the proportlon of female homicide v1ct1ms has declmed s11ght1y over

' the past 20 years. - During the period 1961-1971, 40 percent of victims .were female;
~since then the percentage has declined to 35 percent (Statistics Canada, 1990b). A

- recent survey of homicide in Canada notes that 14,358 incidents of homicide were

reported to, or otherwise came to the attention of the police over the period 1961-

- 1988." Of this number, almost two-thirds (64 percent) of the victims were male -

(Statistics Canada, 1990). In 1988, the percentage of victims who were- male rose _: ;

© slightly. However, these trends mask gender related differences in terms of the -

relationship between the victim and the suspect. Almost 60 ‘percent of female.
homicide victims were killed by someone with whom they shared a domestic. -
relationship of some kind. On the other hand, only one-quarter of males were killed

by someone in this category. The comparison becomes even clearer when examining - |
" homicides involving the suspect’s spouse. In 1988, 70 women were killed by their -
~ spouse®, 21 men were killed by their spouse, a ratio of approximately three to one.

A similar pattern emerges from the period 1974-1989: 1,259 women were killed by

their husbands while. 389 men were killed by their wives (a ratio of 3.2 to one).

4 Includes common-law spouse.

( .
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- These victim-offender patterns are reflected in the statistics’ deScnblng the

~ location of the incidents. In light of the fact that women are more likely (than men)

to be killed by someone with whom they shared a domestic relationship, it is not

" surprising that they were more likely to be killed at home than elsewhere: almost

two-thirds of the female victims were killed at home compared to 42 percent of the -
male victims. Considering all homicides taking place in the victim’s residence,
female victims outnumber male victims. However, when examining homicides taking

. place in other locatlons male victims outnumber females

In general then it can be. sa1d that while the overall homicide rate reflects a

- preponderance of male victims, this trend is reversed when exam1n1ng the victims of

2.2

2.2.1

- domestic hom1c1des

Incidence of Sexual ﬁomicide
Sexnal homicide (.)ver'time |
(@) 1989 o -
of the 657 homrcrdes recorded in Canada in 1989, 21 cases or three percent
were classified as sexual homicides and a further 10 percent occurred during the

commission of a robbery, theft or breaking and entering. Thus, sexual homicides
represent a small percentage of all homicides recerded by the police (see Figure 1).

12
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Figure 1 Homicide in Canada by Recorded Motive' (1989)” =

“Other Homicides (84%)

. n=657

2 Source: Statistics Canada

Robbery/Theft or B/E
quicide (10%)



(b) 1974-1986 -

Figure 2 presents a more detailed distribution of types of homicide, this time
from 1974 to 1986. This figure confirms that sexual homicides account for a small -
percentage of all homicides recorded, although a slightly higher percentage
(4 percent) than that found in the 1989 data (3 percent). This figure also raises the
question of whether the sexual homicide statistics underestimate the actual number of
sexual homicides taking place. Fully 11 percent, or more than 800 homicides from
1974 to 1986 were unclassifiable, or of unknown motivation. Some of these were
-presumably sexually related although 1t is 1mposs1ble (without further research) to -
know exactly how many :

: The percentage of sexual h0m1c1des has remained stable over the 15- -year

period (1974-1986). In 1974, of the 600 homicides recorded, 22 (four percent) were
sexual in nature. Over the entire period, 12,129 homicides were recorded and fewer,
than four percent (461) were class1ﬁed in the sexual category

‘In the first four—year per10d 1nc1uded in the database - (1974 1977) there was an
average of 20 sexual homicide victims per year. In the most recent four-year perrod
(1986-1989) the yearly average was 21 , -

2.2.2 Sexual homicide as a‘percentage‘j of sexual assanlts

In 1989, there were 31,756 reports of sexual assault (level I, II and III
combined) in Canada (Statistics Canada, 1990a). Expressing the number of sexual -
- homicides (21) as a percentage of the total number of sexual assault reports therefore
generates a percentage welI under one percent

Thus there has been no increase in the proport1on of homicides officially

classified as sexual homicide. Nor has there been a significant increase in the actual
number of sexual hom1c1de victims over the 15 -year per10d

14
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~ Other Homicides (72%)

. Figure2 - Homicides in Canada by Recorded Motive (1974-1986)"

'Robbery & Theft (10%)

Unknown Motivation (11%)

1 Source: - Statistics Canada (1987)




2.3

_ Characteristics of Sexual Homicide

2.3.1 Geographical distribution

Not surpr1s1ngly, most mcldents of homicide took place in the three most

-populous provinces, and this pattern is evident for sexual homicide as well. Of all -
~ such homicides recorded over the period 1974-1986, three-quarters were in Ontario

(28 percent of the total); British Columbia (26 percent) and Quebec (19 percent) (See

- Table 1). There was considerable province-to-province variation: Prince Edward

Island recorded no sexual hom1c1des durmg the entire period (see Table 1)

Turning to hom1c1des commltted durmg robbery, theft or breakmg and
entering, we find a different pattern:. 40 percent of this category of homicide
occurred in Quebec, only 25 percent in Ontario and 16 percent in British Columbia.

- This can be explained in part at least by the hlgh rate of armed robbery in Quebec
(see Gabor et al 1987) , , ,

It is mterestmg to note that the number of sexual homlcrdes does not correlate

.' »partlcularly well with the rates of sexual assault. The rates of sexual assault are very =

high in the Yukon and the Northwest Territories® (over ten times ‘the rate in Quebec;
see Roberts, 1990) and yet few sexual homicides were recorded in these areas.

It should be noted that while the rates of sexual assault are high in the Yukon and the Northwest Terrifories,
the actual numbers of reports are low. This is explained by the relatively small populations of the Yukon and the
‘Northwest Territories. Thus in 1988, there were only 86 reports of sexual assault in the Yukon, and 309 in the

Northwest territories. This compares to almost 4,000 in Quebec and almost 10,000 in Ontario (Research Section,

Department of Justice Canada, 1991).
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Table 1  Sexual Hbmicide. Canada (1974‘-.1986)‘_

LOCATION

: .On_ta‘rid..- .

‘British Columbia
Quebec

Alberta

Manitoba

Noira Scotia

- Saskatchewan .
Newfoundlénd

New Brunswick
NWT/Yukon

' PrinCe“EdWard Island -~

- CANADA TOTAL

NUMBER OF
" INCIDENTS

BT TR
R
-
/A
16

\.

10

o W W o

305

% OF TOTAL

.28 ..
19 .

12

n

© = NN W.w

-1 ‘Source: Statistics Canada'(1_987).
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2.3:2  Victimsy ‘Gender andage = - ¢

Of all sexual homicide victims (1974-1986), 85 percent were female. In terms
of gender sexual homicide generates a victim profile very different from homicide °
victims in general, almost two-thirds of whom are male. The profile of sexual
homicide victims: more closely resembles the profile of sexual assault victims, of
whom approximately 90 percent are female. The gender ratio for sexual homicide
has remained relatively constant since 1961. ‘In the period 1961-1970, 82 percent of
victims of sexual homicide were female (Schloss', 1972). o

Table 2 presents a summary of the age patterns of victims. It is 1nterestmg to
note that almost’ half (49 percent) of the victims during the perrod 1974-1986 were
under age 21 o

While the incidence of sexual homicide may not have changed, there has been
a significant change in the age of the victims. Schloss (1972) found that in the period
1961 to 1970, only 20 percent of the victims of homicide committed in the course of

: rape were under age 21 However the comparable statistic is now 49 percent (Table

2).

Table 3 shows which age and sex combinations account for the highest
percentage of cases. Thus while one-quarter of the victims aged one to 15 were
male, only five percent of the victims in the 16 to 25 age group were male.

- The age profile of sexual homicide victims is also different from the age
profile of homicide victims in general who on average are older. Thus while
69 percent of sexual homicide victims were between one and 30 years, 50 percent of
homicide victims, excluding those committed during the course of another criminal
act, were in this age category (Statistics Canada, 1987).
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_ Table2  Age of Vietim by Type of Homicide Committed, Canada, (1974-1986) - -

~ SEXUAL HOMICIDE? ROBBERY/THEFT/B&E®
AGE W
10 PR R <« 1_
120 3o e
21300 - 20 | S 16
s.40 o1 a5
4150 Y S - 17
51-60 6 T
e+ 1 a9

I Source: Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics. .
2 n=305. o
3 n=859,
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Table 3 -

Age and Gender of Sexual Homicide Victims, Canada (1974-1986)'

CATEGORY
S 1-15

16 - 25

126 - 35

36 - 45 :

46 - 55

55 +

TOTAL -

259

95...

%

2

FEMALE

“No.

65 76

- 95

48 94

18
15T

18 64

"MALE -
No. .

20

5

%%
24

5.

6

18
29

36

307

TOTAL
No. %
85 /100%
100 /100%
51 /100%
22 /100%
21 /100%
28  /100%

! “Source: Statistics Canada (1987) |
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.2 3.3 Companson between sexual hom1c1de and hom1c1de in the comm1ss1on of ‘
other cnmes : - -

It is instructive to compare the victim age and gender distribution for sexual
 homicide with the distribution for homicides occurring during the commission of other
crimes, namely: robbery, theft and breaking and entering, For this other category

the gender ratio is reversed:. 79. percent of victims were male, 21 percent female (see
Figure 3). There is also a different pattern in the age of the victims. _While

- approximately half the victims of sexual homicide were age 20 or under less-than
10 percent of the victims of homicide committed in the:commission of other offénces .

- were in this age category. The dlstnbutlons are compared in Flgure 4. A breakdown
is prov1ded in Table 2. . o

These dlfferences make 1t clear that for sexual hom1c1de, the age category .
‘most frequently victimized is the 20 and under group, while for homicides comm1tted
in connection with other crimes such as breakrng and entering, persons over age 61 .
- are most frequently v1ct1m1zed :

" 2.3.4 Marital status of victims~

Over two-thlrds (68 percent) of the sexual homicide v1ct1ms were s1ng1e A
further 16 percent were married®, 11 percent were separated or divorced while four -
- percent were widowed. Differences emerge between sexual homicide and homicide
committed during the course of offences such as robbery. Only 36 percent of robbery
homicide victims were single (compared to 68 percent for sexual homicide). Fully-
37 percent of robbery homicide victims were married, in contrast to 16 percent of
- sexual homicide victims. ‘These data are presented graphlcally in Figure 5. Marital -
status then is an important factor differentiating the two homicide victim populatlons
Differences also emerge between sexual homicide victims and hom1c1de victims in
- general: the latter are significantly more hkely to be marrled (Clearly th1s may be :
: related to the fact that they are more 11ke1y to be’ older) »

¢ This includes common-law spouses. .
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 Female (84%) |

e

' Figure3 Sex of Homicide Vietims (1974-1986)' -~ =

o 'SEXUAL_HOMICI»DEA S ROBBERY, THEFr,'_'B&EZ“ o

emale (21%)

Male (16%) =
o Male (79%

1 S_ource: Statistics Canada (1987)

2° Homicideé occurring during the commission of one of these offences
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“Figure 4° “Victini-Age in"

" SEXUALHOMICIDE ~ ROBBERY, THEFT, B&E>

1to20Years (49%)  21to40Years (32%)

] ‘1At 20Y :
O\

41+ (18%)

) 4+ (3%

1 Source: Statistics C:ina__da (1987)

2" Homicide oOcclirrifig during the commission of one of these offences




v

Figure 5 Victim Marital Status in Homicide (1974-198 1

SEXUALHOMICIDE -~~~ ROBBERY, THEFT, B&E®

Single (8%) - o singe @e%)

| Marned (37%)
Other (16%) S

Other (27%)
: Mamed (16%) o

Other = dlvorced separated or w:dowed

1 Source: Statistics Canada (1987)

-2 Homicide occurring during the commission of one of these offences -




2. 3 5 C1rcumstances surroundrng the comm1ss1on of the offence

Alcohol and other drug use is a precrpltatlng and aggravatlng factor in many -
‘crimes.  Research in the United States; for example, shows that almost half the -
_ convicted offenders incarcerated for violent cnmes, -and, in partrcular assaults, used-
-alcohol immediately before commrttlng their crimes. (Adler Mieller and Laufer, .
1991). 'Alcohol or drugs were present in one~quarter of the sexual homicide . = .
incidents. This is slightly (but not srgnrﬁcantly) ‘highér than'the comparable. statistic :
for homrcrdes committed in the course of robbery, theft and breaklng and entering. It
is also somewhat lower than the percentage for all homrcrdes over the period 1987—
1988 one—thlrd of homrcrdes 1nvolved drugs or alcohol consumptlon ‘

S 3 6 Sexual homrcrde and Abor1g1na1 Canad"' ns o

, Abongrnal Canadlans (Canadlan Indrans Inurt Met1s) compnse fewer than = -
- three percent of the Canadian population (Stat1st1cs Canada 1989) yet they accounted
for 15 percent of sexual hom1c1de v1ct1ms over the penod 1974 1986 S

“This is qurte s1m11ar to the percentage of hom1c1de v1ct1ms in general that are
natives (18 percent). There is, however, a clear contrast between sexual homicides
and homicides that take place in the course of other offences. If we examine' - -
. homicides committed during robbery, theft or breaklng and entering (the major L

- category of other. offences related to homrcrde) we see that only three: percent of the
' v1ct1ms were Abor1g1na1 Canadlans " . : Vs

S 2 3 7 Sexual hom1c1de suspects gender and age

Lrttle vanatron ex1sts for the gender of the suspect.- ;:;-99 percent of a11 sexual
i homlcxde suspects over the 15- -year period were male. . In terms of age, half of the
suspects were between 16- and 25- years- old. This: pattern is consistent with the - age
?fdlstrlbutxon of suspects for homicide in- general and also: for homicide commltted o
 during robbery, theft and. breaklng and. enterrng Young adult ‘males are cons1derably -
'»‘;'._over-represented relatlve to the populatron ST . : '
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2.3.8 Abori.gih'al;éindanprjii—Aerig'i’ﬁal SUSPECtSi i 7t it Yyl g

. Fifteen percent of suspects. in éases,_.of sexual homicide over the 15-year period

were Aboriginal Canadians. This is close to, but slightly less than, the percentage of

all*homicide’suspects that are native Canadians: (22:percent.—- Statistics Canada,

~1989). /114 percent of homicides committed-during ‘the course of robbery, theft or
breakmg and entermg, the suspects were Abor1g1na1 Canadlans

.2 3 9 Method of kﬂlmg

g Table 4 shows dlfferences between methods of killing used for male and

female victims of sexual homicides and homicides in general. As can be seen,
strangulation is the more frequent method in sexual homicides for female victims:
Isolating robbery, theft and break and.enter homicides, we find that in almost, one:r::
third of cases, the homicide was committed with a firearm. - This is consistent w1th

- the pattern for all' homicides, 29 percent of which were committed using'a firearm.

2.4

;The fact that relatively few sexual homicides involve a firearm is important as it
suggests that whateyer crime prevention benefits may accrue from more restrictive =~
“gun control 1eg1s1at1on such 1eg1s1at10n is unhkely to substantlally reduce the number
of sexual. homicides. -

Location of Sexual Homicide

In ten percent of the incidents of sexual ‘homicide recorded; the exact location

- of the incident was unknown. Table 5 provides data on the principal categories of

location for the remaining incidents. Incidents were evenly divided between the
victim’s residence and a public location (37 percent and 38 percent, respectively).
There were few gender differences: male victims were slightly more likely to be

. killed i m their own res1dence than were female victims (43 percent versus 35 percent). -

- '.‘_‘ 26 .




Table 4 Homicide in Canada: .-Method ofv-Killi‘ng,- by Sex of Vietim' -~ -~

 SEXUALHOMICIDE - - . ALL HOMICIDES®
(1974198 . (1988

| MALE =~ FEMALE . MALE = = FEMALE
METHOD % % % A
Shooting 4 4 33 IR

Beating . .31 . 23 .. 23 . 26
Stabbing 3. 24 3 o
Strangulation - 25 o 34 e 4 od4
Other Method 5 15 .. 9 13 |
T S0 100 1000 100

Numberof 48 . 257 33 2

1 Source: Stafistics Canada (1987).

"2 Source: Statistics Canada (1989).
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Table 5 Location of Sexual Hﬁmicide Incidents, Canada (1974-1986)" . .

S e e e N . }' %
Victim’s Residence- R - o 37
Susb&t’S_Résiﬁence'. R S § S
OtherResidencef-'-:. o 36 S 14
Pubnqikmaﬁdn f  4 3

250 . 100

! Soﬁrce;  Statistics Canada (1987). -7 .
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2 4 1 Relanonshlp between suspect and v1ct1m - "‘ L Cieonll et

. _ A crltlcal issue in the commission of cnmlnal v1olence is the nature of the
re1at1onsh1p between the victim and the suspect. A breakdown of the status of the
suspect is presented in Table 6. Before considering these data, a-few words are in -
. order about the form from which these are derived. These data refer to the period-
1974 to 1990 (slightly different from the period covered by the other tables in- this : o
report); they were coded by one of the authors of this report espemally for this™ o
-.. project. Although the categories may be conceptually cledr, it is not always.clear ;.. : ‘
which category 1is relevant in any particular case. There were two sources .of
information for the classification: the homlclde return itself, and.newspaper’ file
containing reports about the hamicide. -This latter source proved to be useful;’
providing on occasion a.great deal more information on the case than the br1ef
information contained.on the homicide return.. The newspaper reports were. therefore
useful in clarlfymg cases that on the basis of the homlcrde return at least, were. .
- ambiguous.”. For example, on some occasions there was evrdence of both robbery
and sexual assault

On some occasions the two data sources were in conﬂ1ct For example in ‘
some cases the later newspaper reports indicated that sexual assault had been ruled out
as a motive, whereas the homicide return itself ¢oded the incident as-a sexual |
~ homicide. In such cases we have followed the classification used on the homicide
return. A second difficulty arises in that the distinction between $ome categories is
" ‘not that clear on the homicide return form: when does an acquaintance become a
friend? If the suspect met and came to know the victim at work, does this mean he
was a business associate (the term employed by Statistics Canada) or an acquarntance”
- Sexual homicides involving known prostitutes were recorded as- "business associate,"
although clearly this is a unique form of business association. Fmally, we note that -
the stranger category may mask a number of acquaintance cases. In some cases it R
was apparent from the circumstances preceding the homicide that the. suspect had ‘
some knowledge of the victim, and may well have been an acquaintance, although the |
~ case was not classified as siich because there was no d1rect ev1dence that the vrctlm
~ had in fact known the suspect. 8

Y

* 7 Unfortunately, CCJS dlscontlnued the practlce of attaching newspaper chppmgs to the homlcrde database in
the 1980s. : . : : :

8'These points are made not to criticize the categories used by the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics (no -
coding scheme can-be both simple and flexible enough to make fine distinctions-at the same time), but rather to . .

caution the réader about the difficulties of classifying cases along what may seeni like a straightforward dimension.
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Table 6 . Relationship between Victim and Suspects. Sexual Homicide in Canada’

© (1974-1990)"

SUSPECT WAS: = R N ' L g
Husband B : 1 _ <1

. Parent -~ = . 1 3 L S |
Sibling - =~ -~ , RER 4 . |
Other Relation ~ - R § U g
Friend C - 17 L : 4
Acquaintance -~ - . .. 133 o33
Business Associate - 9 AP 2
Stranger S 123 .0 T T 30 e
" Unknown (case unsolved) . S ' '

405 100%

' Source: Statistics Canada, Special Data Request (1‘_991.)' ‘
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That sa1d -it is clear that a: substantlal number of; sexual hom1c1des (30 percent)
1nvolved relatlve strangers. In fact, only about one in 20 cases mvolved someone
- who was related to the victim. Only one case out of a total of 405 involved the
spouse of the v1ct1m The category accountmg for the h1ghest percentage of cases
" (one in three) was "acqudintance". " : o

These ﬁndlngs set sexual homicide apart from the pattern of relatlonshlp that
characterlzes homicide in general. Thus of the 11,033 homicides recorded. over: the .
- period in the general homicide database, fully 1 334 .or 12.percent involved: the- spouse '
of the victim. - Another difference between sexual homicide and homicide i in; : general. is
~ the percentage of cases that remained :unsolved. For homicide in general 17 percent
“of cases were unsolved. - Of the sexual homicide category, fully one in four cases '
remained unsolved. This is obv1ously related to the demographic profile:  homicide -
“in general involves a considerably smaller percentage of stranger killings, .that are for
obvious,reasons harder to solve (elght percent compared to 30 percent for sexual -
 homicide). Crrn . e s s

..\;'
NS

242 Sexual hOlTllClde legal category

Gy e e el T T IR R AT R
M .“‘r.<4 S SN A .

Fully 99 percent of sexual homrcrde reports were classlﬁed as ﬁrst or second
degree. murder.® The remainder were classified as manslaughter. This does not
mean that 99 pércent of convictions were for murder. A substantial percentage of -
murder charges result in.convictions for manslaughter. This is-true for murder

* charges in general but there are no data to suggest that sexual assault hom1c1des are -
any different. Although one of the aims of the homicide return is to obtain -
information on decisions taking place after the charge:has been laid, this type of
information was not avallable from the data prov1ded for th1s study

A s1m11ar percentage (98 percent) of robbery, theft and breaklng and entermg

homicide incidents were initially classified as murder. The percentage of murder - _

- charges out of all homicide incidents is slightly lower if one examines all homicides in -

Canada. For 1988, 93 percent of all homicide charges were ﬁrst or’ second degree
murder (Stat1st1cs Canada 1989).. » S :

4 The class1f1catlon probably says more about police chargmg practlces than the
~actua1 nature of sexual homicides. - One of the consistent findings in the literature
(e.g., MacDonald, 1971) is that a percentage of sexual homicides may be incidental in

' ® The database does not distinguish between first and 'second degree murder. According to the Criminal Code
(see introduction to this report), all cases of homrcnde in the commission of a sexual assault should result in a first -
degree murder charge.
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the sense that they arise from the suspect’s use of force in the commission of the
sexual assault, rather than from a premedrtated 1ntentron to kill. '

2.4, 3 Homrc1de clearance rates.:

A cr1tlcal law enforcement questron concerns: the clearance of 1n01dents The
first step in the police-investigation is the determination of whether a crime: report is .
"founded" or not.- A certain percentage of reports are declared unfounded by the -
police. This means.that in the opinion of the police, an offence did not take place or
‘was not.attempted. . The reports that survive this first screening .are classified as actual
offences, that is they. are "founded.". Once a report of a crime-has been declared - -
"founded," the police will attempt to "clear the crime." Crimes are cleared in several
ways, most often by the laying of a charge ("cleared by charge”) but also when other
events take place, such.as thie suspect fleeing the country or commrttrng suicide. In
‘the event that one of these latter conditions is met, the crime is declared "cleared
otherwrse“ (see Statlstlcs Canada 1990a for further detarls)

Smce hom1c1de is: frequently an offence 1nvolv1ng people who were related or -
known to one another, it has a-high clearance rate. -Over a.recent ten-year period ..
(1978-1987), three-quarters of all reported homicides were cleared by charge. A. .
further eight percent were cleared because the suspect committed suicide or for other::
reasons,. leaving an unsolved. rate of 17 percent This unsolved rate is lower than
. most other rlmmal Code offences. : : IRRURTRI

The clearance rate for sexual hom1c1de is s1m11ar over the perrod covered in
this study, 75 percent of incidents were cleared by charge. In one percent of the
cases the suspect committed suicide and the remaining 23 percent remained unsolved.
The unsolved rate is slightly higher for sexual homicides than for all homicides. The
unsolved rate for homicides occurring during the commission of a robbery, theft or
breakrng and entering was 27 percent S

- _Frnally,» this report cannot deal with issues pertaining to conviction rates, since
the data provided do not include information on criminal justice decisions following .
the laying of a charge. We were not able to address issues on the basis of data
provided, such as whether the conviction rate for sexual homicide is higher than for
other types of homicide, although clearly it is important that we have information on
the eventual dlsposrtlon of sexual homicide cases. :
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3.0 CONCLUSIONS -
* The criminal justice system in Canada needs more comprehensive data on
incidents of sexual homicide. ‘While we know more about homicide than any other
type of offence, the homicide return form in Canada (see:Appendix.B): does.not :
“capture a great deal of information, -and could ‘be cons1derab1y more detailed. For
example, the homicide return used:in the United States'is far more: comprehenswe
including ‘almost-200 questions concerning all aspects of"the case.'’" While the use of
a form ‘such as this in ‘Canada would consume more time (and consequently more -
investigative resources), the gravity of the crime suggests that the use of such a form ;
would be a worthwhile investment. ‘Oné area that needs greater attention is the- nature
of prior ctiminal justice contacts with offenders eventually .convicted ‘of sexual
- homicide. The evidence:from a few recent cases suggests: that these offenders have
had repeated contacts W1th the cnmmal Justlce system ~ :
Sexual hom1c1de is the most serious. form of homrcrde in the Cr1m1na1 Code of"
‘Canada. Notwithstanding the fact that it is extremely rare, it is a crime that receives:
" a great deal of media attention when it does occur; cases such as Stanton and
Sweeney and several others being obvious examples Within recent’ 'years.” As such,
sexual homicide generates considerable fear, particularly among the more- vulnerable ’
members.of our society.: In light of this, it seems gratuitous to state:that sexual *
~ horicide has received insufficient attention' from'the criminal justice system.’ Th1s
descrlptlve report represents: but a small step’ towards understandrng the true nature '
and cause of this most traglc crime. : S R I T

‘6_ A copy of this form can be obtained from.the authors of this report.
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e . RESEARCH REPORTS S RIS
FROM THE SEXUAL ASSAULT EVALUATION PROGRAM

Stanley, Marilyn G. The Experlence of the. Rape V1ct1m w1th the Crlmmal Justice System
- Prior to Bill C-127 Sexual Assault Legislation in Canada: AnEvaluatzon Report

No. 1 Department of Justrce Canada, Ottawa July, 1985

= \Ruebsaat Glsela The New Sexual Assault Offences Emeralng Leaal Issues, Sexual Assault
Legislation i Canada: - An Evaluatzon Report No 2; Department of Justrce Canada, s
Ottawa July, 1985. : :

Roberts Juhan V., Sentencmg Patterns in Cases of Sexual Assault Sexual Assault _ _
E Legislation in Canada An. Evaluatzon Report No 3, Department of Justtce Canada :
Ottawa:’ 1990a ‘ : C

Roberts Julian V. An Analysm of Natlonal Statlsttcs Sexual Assault Legzslatton in Canada -
. An Evaluatton, Report No 4 Department of Justtce Canada Ottawa 1990b '

Research Section, Department of Justrce Canada, Overvrew Sexual Assault Legzslatzon zn
- - Canada: An Evaluatton Report No. 5, Department of Justtce Canada Ottawa
1991, R ,

‘ ‘Research Sectron Department of. Justrce Canada, A Revrew of the Sexual Assault Case Law '
1985- 1988 Sexual Assault Legislation in Canada ~An Evaluatton, Report No 6,
Department of Justtce Canada ‘Ottawa: - 1992. . : -

'Roberts Juhan V. and Grossman M1che11e G Homlctde and Sexual Assault Sexual Assault» L
. Legislation in Canada: An Evaluatton, Report No 7 Department of Justrce Canada o
Ottawa 1992, ' : ,

R Working Document =

Bar11 Mlchelme Bettez, Marre—Josée, Vrau Lourse Sexual Assault Before and After the
1983 Reform: An. Evaluation of Practices in thé Judicial District of Montreal,
Queb Department of Justice Canada Ottawa November, 1988 WD1991 22a, ¢

o .Ekos Research Assoclates Inc Report on the Treatment of Sexual Assault. Cases [

Vancouver Department of Justlce Canada Ottawa September 1988a, WD1991 3a




Ekos Research Associates Inc., Report on the Impacts of the 1983 Sexual Assaglt Legislation
" in Hamllton-Wentworth Department of Just1ce Canada, Ottawa:, July, 1988b '
WD1991 -4a.

J. and J Research Assoclates Ltd An Evaluat1on of the Sexual Assault Prov1s1ons of Bill C- -
127, Fredericton and Samt John New Brunswrck Department of J ust1ce Canada, '
Ottawa: November 1988 WD1991~5a VU : -

' Un1vers1ty of Mamtoba Research Ltd Report on the Impact of the 1983 Sexual Assault

Leg1slat1on in Lethbndge, Alberta Department of Justice Canada Ottawa August
1988a, WD1991 6a ‘ :

University of Mamtoba Research Ltd Report on the Impact of the 1983 Sexual Assault
Leg1s1at1on in Winnipeg, Mamtob , Department of Justice Canada, Ofttawa: .
, September 1988b, WD1991-7a.

CS/RESORS Consultmg Ltd., The Impact of Legrslatlve Change on Surv1vors of Sexual .
Assault: A Survey of Front Line Agencies, Department of Justice Canada, Ottawa
November 1988, WD1991 8a. -
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APPENDIX B

HOMICIDE RETURN FORM
(CANADA) B

NOTE: Thls form was in use until January 1991 (the penod covered by this study) A new -
form is now in use, and can be obtained by contacting the Canadian Centre for Justice -
Statistics, located in Statistics Canada . ~ -
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Statistics

Slallsllque
Canada .

Canad a

[ g

Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics

CONFIDENTIAL

Hgm[c[de Return For Statlstics Canada use only
. R Filo Number i
- YOUR FILE NUMBER' . foae- . - - . :
. SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE  Staistios Act R.S.C. 1985, c. $19 Racaved | 4 | o1 Loy Lo Lol
TRUC S O VERS tatistics Act R.S.C. , €. S [ Ve | Calendarpay | Doc. No.
1. Otfance .| 2. Offence Data . . s )
1: OJMurder 2. [JManslaughter _3.0infanticide Saction Sub Saction P““‘?"‘p“
o - . B : . Criminal Code ( ) (.
C |a. L«f:bailon City —~ Town ~ Viillage ~ Rurat County — Township — Munlcipaiity * Province - Territory
(o] of . -
U
: 4, Date of offence - 5. Time 6. Means of offence ’ ' "
g D' M. Y . 1[0shooting - 3[Jstabbing . _5[Jeutfocet 70ason  o[J0CtStated
N S e — AM___PM 2 [Jbeating 4[Jstrangling - GDdrownlng " gHother .
¢ | 7. ‘Apparent motive . . :
E 1 [JRavange 4 [JArgument or quarre! 7[Jsalf-defance 16 Jinedvertent act 200 JNot kriown
. 2[JJeaiousy &[JRobbery, thef, etc. - - . 8[JEscape ) 11 [JOther motiva X
3[JAnger, hatred 6 [ ]Sexuai assault or rape 9[Jouring commisslon of 12[JMentaliy iii or mentally
- . other offence ratarded (insane) .
8, Present . 9. Court Procedure GCourt . Location Date if known
standing 1 D(?leared by charge » Specify ‘ 2 J o M Y
of . . .
case 2[Jwarrant issuad 1 Darelg . .
. 2|jinquiry‘ ...... . . 1) _ Lt
3[]Clearad othenwise aJTral e [ B
4[0Not clearad 4 |:]0lh'er: specily:
10. Name In full (surname first) Address ~ includa city, town, atc, ' Sex Aga Marital Status Ractal Origin
o ‘ ) 1 Clmaia 1 Osingla . 4[Cdivorced
v 2[0Femaie 2O marri -, 503 separatad__|
11 3 CINot known 3[Jwidowed : 1Dcommon law
c —
T A 0Mate 1 Olsingla 4[divorcad
V| » .| 2C}Famaie 2O marri . 5[] separated
M - . 3 INot known Sledowad - 1 Elcommon taw
s 12 . ot Lot
’ | 10CMale . 1[Osingla 4Cldivorced
2[JFamate 2 marriad 6§ [lseparate d__
’ 3[INot known 3 Owidowed H 1l:Icommon law
3. L .
11, ] Name (Surnama first) Address ~ If-iq[ude city, town, alc. * F.P.S. Number ‘Date of Arrast
‘ ' ~ B DMLY
. , _ I
Sax Date of Birth Piace of Birth Mamal Status Raclal Origin QOccupation [Education "R lhi
1 Dslngla 4[Cdivorced . Clva grade { lansiip
100Mala b oMy | 3 Clmarriag _sDisopareted_| & deres | to vielim
2!]Femufa T 7 |30Owidowed {1 common taw N
Name (Surname first) Addrass - Includa city, tqwh. ate. F.P.S. Number Date of Arrest -
al : i} : D M Y
ela ] , i [ I I
C Sex. Data of Birth Piace of Birth . Marital Status Racial Origin Qccupati Educati Rel,
ul, DOiMalo - 1[Jsingla 4 Cdivorced : Glve grads %°{,‘fc't‘,|,%
g . o M Y 2 merried .5 [Iseparated complaind
S2rpssparaled )
£ 203Femate | 1 | 1t | 1 3 [Jwidowad i 1 Dlcommon law
Name (Surname first) Address - Include city, town, ate. F.P.S. Number -~ Date of Arvest
. ‘ : . o.M Y
s o T
Sex Date of Birth Place of Blrth - Marital Status Racial Origin Occupation. [Education| Rala- .
1 OMalo o . 1Osingla 4 Cldivorcad " J.”ﬁ?.%".’ Ql‘i)oslf;'l‘,lr%
oMY 2C0marted . .-".Q.‘PP.".’?!‘E‘?._. comploed
200Femate | 1 | | l_ 1 3[widowed *; 1CIcommon law
12. Cle of alleged off; Give brlaf dataila -
¥
Contributing, Police Force Slgnature - o D&te

8-1100-90.1: 231089 ~ STC/CCJ-135-60101

Cana "




Occurrence:

1and 2.

3.

10.

Accused:

11.

'INST'FtUCTIONS '

Offence — report all cases of capltal and non -capital murder, manslaughter and
infanticide. . . .

“

 Location of Offence — give name of city, town or village; if rural, give sectton township

and range or mileage to nearest town; when applicable give county, township or rurai
municipality; report province or territory.

Date of Offence — give date offencve.occur'red (day, month, year). -
Time — give appropriate time death occurred (a.m. or p.m.).

" Means of Offence — indicate appropriate category'. Specify any furthér details as to type

of weapon (e.g., if a firearm was used, give type and callbre) instrument, substance,
violence or other method used in causing victim’s death, in secuon 12 — Clrcumstances
of Alleged Offence.

" Motive — Indicate motive for crime, if possible, e.g., sexual assault, revenge, jealousy,

escaplng arrest or custody, while committing another offence (e.g., kidnapping, abor-
tion, arson), etc. Any further details are to be described in section 12 — Circumstances
of A|leged Offence.

Present Standing of Case — report whether Cleared by charge, Warrant issued, Cleared
otherwise, or Not Cleared (unsolved); specify under Cleared otherwise where accused

-commltted suicide prior to being charged or other situations; notify STATISTICS CANADA

when unsolved cases are cleared.

Court Procedure — indicate date of “Arraignment", “Preliminary Heating” andlor “Trial”
if any of these procedures.have taken place.

Victim(s):

Give the number ofvrctrms therrfull names and allases address sex, age, mantal status

‘and racial origin — |f more' than three victims, list details separately

Please note: Marltal Status — common—law may be comblned with one of the othef
matrital statuses

Give number of accused, their full names and aliases, address, FPS No., date of arrest,
sex, date and place of birth, marital status, racial origin, occupation, education and rela-
tlonship to victim — if more than three accused list details separately.

Please note: Marital Status — common-law may be combined with one of the other
marital statuses. '

Circumstances:

12,

Give brief details of offence describing events in sequence mcludmg contributing factors
e.g. alcohol, drugs, etc. — use reverse side or separate sheet if necessary.

If a restricted flre_arm was used indicate if it was registered.

Please note: To assist us in an ongoing historical study on homicide, please record
any-known criminal record of the accused and/or victim(s) and also any
previous mental history, if applicable.

8-1100-90.1
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 RESEARCH LITERATURE ON SEXUAL HOMICIDE

Note: While this list contams many of the most frequently czted artzcles and monographs, the
lzst is‘not ‘éxhaustive. >

Bailey, K. (1985) ‘Ted Bundy A Paleopsycholog1cal Analysrs of a Mass Murderer New
* Trends in Experimental and Chmcal PSVChlatI'V, 1 41-62.: :

Bedau 'H: (1976) Felony-Murder Rape and the Mandatory Death Penalty Suffolk
* University Law Review, 10: 494 520 ' '

Belt-Hallaml B. (1971) Mot1vatlon for Murder R'e the Case of G. Corrective Psychiatry )
...and Journal ofTheraDv, 17: 25-30;" R '

Burgess A. Hartman, C., Ressler R., Douglas J., and McCormack A. (1986) Sexual
Homlclde A Mot1vatlona1 Model Journa] of Interuersonal Vlolence 1L 25 1-272.

Chappell D. Gels R. and Ge1s, G (eds) (1975) Forc1b1e Rape. The.Crime, the Victim and
‘the foende New. York ‘Columbia University Press. ‘

de Rlver J. (1958) Crrme and the Sexual Psychopath Sprmgﬁeld 1. C C Thomas.

Dietz, P. (1986) Ser1a1 and Sensatlonal Homlcldes Bulletm of the New York Academv of
Medlcme, 62 477—490

" Dietz, P. Hazelwood R and Warren J. (1990) The Sexually Sadistic Criminal and his
’A Offenses Bulletm of the Amerlcan Academv of Psvch1atrv and Law, 18: 163- 178

Freedman, E.- (1987) Uncontrolled Des1res The Response to the Sexual Psychopath 1920 - .
1960. Journal of Amerlcan H1storv, 74: 83-106. : .

Hughes, D (1974) Hom1c1de resu1t1ng from sexual assault In: D. Hughes (ed. ) Hom1c1de -
nvestlgatlve Techniques. Springfield, IlL.: C. C ‘Thomas.

- Jerath, B., Larson, P., and Lew1s L. (1982) Hom1c1de A B1b11ozraohv of over 4 500 Items.
Augusta GA: P1ne Tree Pubhcat1ons ,

Kelly, L. (1985) The Continuum of Sexual Vrolence In: J. Harmer and M. Maynard ‘(eds.)
- Women, Violence and Soc1a1 Control. Atlantic Highlands, N.J.: Humanities Press
' Internatlonal ' '

44




"~ Money, J. (1990) Forensic Sexology Paraph1l1c Senal Rape’ (B1astoph111a) and Lust Murder
‘ (Erotophonoph111a) American Journal of Psychotherapy 44 26 3. . :

| Prentky, R. Burgess A. Rodus F., Lee, A Hartman, C Ressler R and Douglas J
(1989) The Presumptwe Role of Fantasy in Serial Sexual Hom1c1de Amencan Jouma
fPsych1atry 146 887-891.

Ressler R. Burgess, A. and Douglas, J (1983) Rape. and Rape Murder:. Qne~0ffender_» and <
12 V1ct1ms ~American Journal of Psvch1atrv, 140: 36 40 e '

Ressler R., Burgess; A. and J. Douglas (1989) Sexual Hom1c1de Patterns and Mot1ves
Lex1ngton Mass.: D.C. Heath and Company :

| Ressler, R. Burgess, A Douglas, J. Hartman, C. and D’ agostmo, R. (1986) Serial Klllers
- and their V1ct1ms Identifying Patterns ‘through Crime Scene Analys1s Journal of

nterpersonal molenc 1: 288*308

Ressler R. Burgess A Hartman C Douglas I, and McCormack A. (1986) Murderers '
who rape and mutrlate Journal of Interoersonal V1olence, 1: 273 287 :

Revitch, E. (1965) Sex Murder and the Potentlal Sex Murderer D1seases of the“lj@ervous C
- System, 26 640- 648 ' : I
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g Svensson ‘A. and Otto, W Sexual Murder and Rape In A Svenson and W, Otto (eds)
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