
ight 
• 
in 

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE CANADIAN FIREARMS CENTRE • ISSUE 6 SPRING 1999 

yQjJ HAVE TIME 

'ÇAVH.  AifiS cIEZFÎRE0ETWEEN )3  

A REGISTRATION 
CERTIFICATE? 

Many people ask how a licence 
differs from a registration certificate. 
A licence allows you to have a 
firearm in your possession; a 
registration certificate identifies and 
tracks a specific firearm. In othei 
words, the licence is for you, and 
the registration certificate is for your 
firearm. 

As of January 1, 2001, you must 
keep your licence up to date as long 
as you own firearms. Your licence is 
renewable every five years. You 
only have to register a firearm once, 
unless you modify it. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT TRE 
OTHER END? 

After you send in your licence or 
registration application, it will 
probably go to the Central 
Processing Site (CPS) in Miramichi, 
New Brunswick. If you live in 
Quebec, your licence application 
will go to the Quebec Processing 
Site (QPS) in Montreal instead. In 
Miramichi and Montreal, applicatio 
are sorted and verified. CPS or QPS 
employees spot mistakes and fix 
them, or contact you about them. 
They also enter the data and send 
certain key information to your 
provincial or territorial chief firearms 
officer for approval of your licence, 
or to the registrar at the RCMP for 
registration approval. After this, the 
CPS prepares and sends you a 
plastic licence or a registration 
certificate for each firearm. Along 
the way, information will be 
microfilmed for long-term archival 
purposes. 

Miramichi is also home to the 1- 
800 call centre. There are two sides 
to the call centre operation. On the 
one side are the public information 
operators, who also handle orders 

U nder the Firearms Act, W 
every firearms owner and 
user must have a licence 

and all firearms must be registered. 
Although these requirements came 
into effect on December 1, 1998, 
there is still a lot of time to 
comply. 

As of January 1, 
2001, every firearms 
owner must have a 
possession-only 
licence, a 
possession and 
acquisition 
licence, or a 
valid Firearms 
Acquisition 
Certificate 
(FAG). A valid 
FAC serves as a 
possession and 
acquisition 
licence until it 
expires. If you 
don't have an FAC, 
you'll need to get 
the new possession 
and acquisition licence 
before you acquire 
firearms, even if you get them 
as a gift or an inheritance. However, 
if you already have all the firearms 
you want and don't plan to get any 
more, you have until December 31, 
2000 to apply for a licence. 

While each firearm you acquire 
from now on must be registered right 
away, you have until January 1, 2003 
to register any non-restricted firearms 
you owned on December 1, 1998. 

Here are some things you should 
consider when deciding when to 
register your firearms and to get a 
firearms licence. 

It may cost you a bit less if you 
apply early. Between December 1, 

1998 and November 30, 1999, 
there is one flat registration 

fee of $10 for all non- 
restricted firearms that 

you register together. 
The flat fee will be 

$14 between 
December 1, 
1999 and August 
31, 2000, and 
$18 as of 
September 1, 
2000. 
Depending on 
how many 
firearms you 
own, you may 
need to fill out 

more than one 
application form 

to register them. 
However, if you 

submit the applications 
in one package, they are 

considered a single 
application for the purposes 

of getting the flat rate. 

A five-year possession-only licence 
costs $10 if you apply between 
December 1, 1998 and November 30, 
1999; $45 if you apply between 
December 1, 1999 and August 31, 
2000; and $60 if you apply on or 
after September 1, 2000. 

To get a possession-only licence, 
you must apply by December 31, 
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for publications and forms. On t 
other side are the transaction 
operators who deal with such 
hings as transfers, authorizations 
ai ' spousal notifications. 

-ording to Gilles Verner, wh 
re, 	s the Department of 
Jus. 	he CPS, New BrunsW1 
has a lically skilled, bilingual, 
flexible workforce, and many CPS: 
employees have worked in one 
New Brunswick's other call 
centres. 

The Department of Justice is 
operating the CPS in partnership 
with Human Resources 
Development Canada (HRDC), 
which has a long history of 
providing similar services. "We're 
not what is called an `operationa 
department'," explains Verner. 
"So we took advantage of HRDC% 
experience and expertise, which 
would have been very costly an 
risky to obtain on our own." 

GROWING 

PAINS 
A complex undertaking like 

,11 the Firearms Act is bound to 	' 
experience some growing  pain. 
For example, in response to som 
concerns raised by the User Group 
on Firearms, the Minister of Justice 
has announced an amnesty to give 
gun dealers more time to dispose 
of their inventories of Section 12(6) 
handguns. These short-barrelled 
handguns, and 25- or 32-calibre 
handguns, are now prohibited. 
Under the terms of the amnesty, 
businesses that are not licensed to 
have prohibited firearms, as well as 
"non-grandfathered" individuals, 
have until December 1, 1999 to 
dispose of their Section 12(6) 
handguns. 

For more details on the 
amnesty, as well as a fact sheet for 
grandfather( d owners of Section 
12(6) handguns, call 1 800 731- 
4000 or visit our Web site at 
http://www.cfc-ccaf.gc.ca/.  

2000. After that, you will be able to 
renew a possession-only licence if 
you already have one; otherwise, 
you will only be able to get a 
possession and acquisition licence. 
To get a possession and acquisition 
licence, you most likely will have to 
pass the test for the Canadian 
Firearms Safety Course, unless you 
have already done so in the past to 
get your FAC. You do not have to 
pass this test to get a possession-only 
licence. 

Even if your FAC is valid long 
after January 1, 2001, you have to 
apply for a licence before that date if 
you want to get a possession-only 
licence instead of a possession and 
acquisition licence. You will be given 
a credit of either $10 or $20 for the 
unused portion of your FAC, 
depending on its expiry date. 

The rules and time lines are 
different for minors and foreign 
visitors. The following fact sheets 
provide more detailed information on 
the licensing and registration 
requirements: 

• I Own a Firearm 
• I Am a Minor 
• I Am a Gun User Visiting 

Canada. 

You may get these fact sheets and 
other information on the Act and 
regulations by calling 1 800 731-4000 
or by visiting our Web site at 
http://www.cfc-ccaf.gc.ca/.  

How to apply 
You must be at least 18 years old 

to get a possession-only licence or a 
possession and acquisition licence, 
and to register firearms. 

You need a licence or an FAC in 
order to register your firearms, but 
you can.apply to get a licence and to 
register your firearms at the same 
time. Application forms for 
possession-only licences, possession 
and acquisition licences, and 
registration certificates are available 
at post offices across Canada. You 
can also get these, as well as all 
other application forms required by 
the Act, by calling 1 800 731-4000 or 
by printing them from our Web site 
at http://www.cfc-ccaf.gc.ca/.  

Once you  have  completed the 
forms, just mail them in the self-
addressed envelope attached to the 
forms. Remember, the flat registration 
fee applies only to firearms you 
register in one application. 

There is one extra step for anyone 
under 18 who is applying for a 
minor's possession licence. In 
addition to filling out the application 
form, a minor, along with a parent or 
legal guardian, may have to have an 
interview with a local or area 
firearms officer. Minors need consent 
from a parent or legal guardian to 
get a licence. 

The Canadian Firearms Centre 
(CFC) has conducted extensive 
testing of the new forms with 
firearms owners to make sure that 
every question is as easy to 
understand and answer as possible. 
The registration forms, for example, 
include illustrations of different types 
of firearms to help firearm owners 
identify their firearms and provide 
accurate information. 

The instructions that come with 
the forms will be updated to correct 
any common problems or errors 
found during the early stage of 
processing applications. 

If you have any questions about 
the law or the forms, call 1 800 731- 
4000. From Monday to Friday, this 
toll-free number generally operates 
from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. in each 
time zone across the country. On 
weekends, it operates from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. in each time zone. 


