














Safe storage regulations

The dawn of 1993 was marked by
new regulations on the safe storage,
display, handling and transportation
of firearms.

This aspect of Canada's new gun
control laws is essential to pre-
venting firearm-related suicides,
homicides, accidental deaths and
injuries. Storing firearms securely
will help reduce crimes committed
with stolen weapons and curb the
incidence of violent situations in the
home. The safe storage standards
are designed to be universally
acceptable, and not complicated or
expensive.

Safe storage

All firearms must be stored
unloaded, except when actually in
use.

Non-restricted firearms, such as
most common hunting rifles and
shotguns must be:

¢ unloaded;

* made inoperable by removing
the bolt or bolt-carrier, or by
locking with a security device
such as a trigger or cable lock.

If the firearm is not locked, it must
be stored in a locked container, gun
cabinet or room.

Restricted firearms include hand-
guns, registered automatic and con-
verted automatic firearms, centrefire
semi-automatic firearms with barrels
shorter than 470 mm (18.5 inches),
and other firearms that are declared
restricted by order-in-council. These
firearms must be:

e stored unloaded;

» protected by a locking device
such as a trigger or cable lock,
and stored in a secure contain-
er, gun cabinet or room.

A locking device is not required if
the firearm is stored in a safe, vault or
a room designed for the secure storage
of restricted firearms.

Safe display of firearms

Non-restricted firearms, when on
display, must be:

¢ unloaded;

e rendered inoperable with a
locking device or secured in a
container, gun cabinet or room;

* not displayed with or readily
accessible to live ammunition.

Restricted firearms, when on dis-
play in the home, must be:

e unloaded;

* rendered inoperable with a
locking device;

» securely attached to a non-
portable structure;

* not displayed with or readily
accessible to live ammunition.

Secure rooms

The details of secure room con-
struction are not specified in the
regulations. However, a secure room
generally should not have windows,
but if it does, the windows should
be protected by bars or strong mesh.
A sturdy door equipped with a key-
operated, deadbolt, or hasp-and-pad-
lock combination is recommended.
Door hinges and other hardware
should be designed and installed in
a way that prevents tampering or
removal from the outside.
Additional precautions are required
if the room is designed or modified
for storing restricted weapons that
do not have locking devices. A bur-
glar alarm system may be installed
but this is not an adequate substitute
for specified security precautions.

Storing ammunition

Ammunition may be stored with
your firearm if the gun is kept in a
locked container, gun cabinet or
safe. Otherwise, it must be stored
separate from the firearm.

Handling .

Firearms must not be loaded with
live ammunition, except where they
may be lawfully discharged, such as
at a firing range or while hunting.

Transportation

All firearms must be unloaded
when being transported. If a firearm
is being transported in a vehicle, it
must be kept out of sight and the
vehicle locked unless an adult
remains with the vehicle. Restricted
weapons must be both individually
locked and contained in a locked
case.

Requirements for businesses

The regulations apply to all
firearms owners, with the following
exception of:

* those who hold firearms
business permits or operate
museums, and their employees
during the operation of thei.
business or museum;

* police officers and federal or
provincial public employees
who require firearms in the
course of their employment.
Police are required to follow the
storage and handling regula-
tions at home unless they have
written instructions from their
supervisor to do otherwise;

¢ members of the Canadian
Forces or the military of
another country serving in
Canada who require firearms in
the course of their duties;

¢ companies who import, manu-
facture, repair or sell restricted
and non-restricted firearms for
police agencies or the Canadian
Forces; and

¢ persons who have been issued
permit to carry a restricte
weapon to protect life in accor-
dance with the law.










