














Safe Storage of Firearms — A success story

When a program works well, it is
often copied. This story is about a
group of people who took the initia-
tive to make their community safer.
They set up a program for the volun-
tary lock-up of firearms.

The program has been so successful
that it has been emulated elsewhere.
By including this article, we hope to
further spread the idea and the bene-
fits.

“Dodge City of the North” was once
the epithet of Pukatawagan, but no
more. This community of 1400 people
in northwestern Manitoba once aver-
aged four to seven murders a year, but
since 1988, there has been only one
murder.

What accounts for this dramatic
reduction in offences involving fire-
arms? In 1987, the people approached
then Chief Pascall Bighetty and the
Band Council about the high rate of
violent deaths. The same year, the
Chief and Council requested that alt
residents who own guns keep them
locked up in a secure room in the
Band Office.

The program has always been vol-
untary. Currently, there are approxi-
mately 300 firearms locked up at any
given time — about 75 percent of all
guns in Pukatawagan. The Band con-
stables are responsible for the room’s
security. Following hunting seasons,
the constables generally go door to
door gathering firearms.

They hope that, with time, all mem-
bers in the community who possess
firearms will store them in the locked
facility, away from their homes.

The experience of Pukatawagan was
featured in May 1993 by CBC Almanac
in Winnipeg, then by Saturday Report
and prime time television. Since word
has spread of its success, similar safety
initiatives have been endorsed by other
communities, including God’s Lake
Narrows First Nation Reserve and
God’s Lake Narrows Settlement.

The firearms lock up program has
likely saved many lives in Pukatawagan,
Manitoba. Chief Ralph Caribou and
the people of Pukatawagan are proud
of their progress, and they can also
be commended for helping other

Annual Firearms Report

In May 1993, the Solicitor General
of Canada tabled in Parliament the
RCMP Commissioner’s 1992 Annual
Firearms Report. .

The report indicates that 291,432
Firearms Acquisition Certificates were
issued in 1992, an increase of 88,389
over 1991.

There were 4,483 business permits
issued for the retail sale of firearms,
slightly fewer than the 4,617 permits
that had been issued in 1991. A fur-
ther 3,639 permits were issued for the
sale of ammunition only.

As of December 31, 1992, there
were 1,054,625 restricted weapons
registered in Canada. Compared to

the previous year, this represents an
increase of 42,824, or approximately
4 percent.

Also contained in the report are
statistics on lost and stolen firearms,
and charges laid under certain offence
provisions in the Criminal Code
of Canada.

Copies of the Annual Report are
available on request from the:

Solicitor General of Canada

Communications Group

340 Laurier Avenue West

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0P8

communities with similar initiatives.
Their success in preventing needless
deaths is cause for celebration.
Others wishing to establish a safe
storage facility are encouraged to con-
sult their local firearms officer or Chief
Provincial/Territorial Firearms Officer.
Recent amendments to the Criminal
Code allow municipalities, band coun-
cils, non-profit organizations and busi-
nesses to apply for a licence to store
firearms. These amendments were
made to promote the safe storage
of firearms.

Safe storage
reminder

Everyone in Canada has a role to
play in gun control. If you are the own:
or user of a firearm, you know that "
complying with the law will help make
this country a safer place. If you don’t
own a firearm, you may still depend on
others’ safe use and storage of firearms
in your home or cottage, in transit, and
so on. In any case, you can encourage
neighbours, friends and relatives who
own or use firearms to find out what
the rules are and how they can comply.

The legal requirements regarding
the safe storage of firearms are:
¢ All firearms must be stored

unloaded.

 Firearms must be stored separate
from ammunition except when
they are stored in a locked vault
or safe.

» Non-restricted firearms must be
made inoperable by removing the
bolt or bolt-carrier, locked by a
gun lock, or kept in a locked case.

* Restricted weapons must be pro-
tected by a gun lock and kept in
a locked container or room. No g
lock is required if the firearm is kept
in a safe or vault, or in a room
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designed for the secure storage
~ of restricted firearms.
In certain situations, it is best to
store firearms away from the home.

If any of the following situations apply

to you, ensure your own and your fam-

ily’s safety and store your firearm away
from your home. If you are aware of
the risk of violence with firearms in
another home, contribute to the safety
of others by notifying police authori-
ties.

Here are a few suggestions:

* You are regularizing your stor-
age arrangements. If you need
more time to set up your own safe
storage according to the new rules
listed above, contact your local
police or firearms officer to have
your firearms temporarily stored
elsewhere.

* You are going to be away from
home. You may wish to have your
firearms stored in safe keeping
away from your home during your
absence. If you have restricted
firearms, check with your local reg-
istrar of firearms regarding alterna-
tive secure storage arrangements
and the permit required.

* You are aware of a stressful sit-
uation in a home. If there is an
inherent danger or chance that a
firearm could be accessed and mis-
used, it is advisable to remove it
from the home to prevent its being
used by the wrong person or for
the wrong purpose, either inten-
tionally or accidentally.

Your compliance with these rules
can reduce the number of deaths and
injuries caused by firearms.

@ licitor General of Canada
Launches National Survey on
Weapons In Canadian Schools

On September 1, 1993, the Solicitor
General of Canada initiated a national
survey of police officers, customs offi-
cials, and educators to determine the
number and use of weapons among
school-aged children. The goal of the
project is to use the findings to devel-
op crime prevention and safety pro-
motion policies and programs to
address this aspect of youth violence
in Canada.

For the most part, schools in Canada
are seen as safe places for staff and stu-
dents. However, there is a growing
public perception and concern, bol-
stered by media reports and feedback
‘om teachers and police services, that

iolence in schools is on the increase.

The study will examine regional
data on weapons ownership and use
in Canadian schools within the last

five years, including information on
the type of weapons, the source of
ownership, personal and demographic
characteristics of offending youth, and
the factors that influence weapon-based
violence in schools. Importantly, this
study will provide baseline data on the
patterns and trends of weapons use to
serve as a benchmark to compare future
trends in weapons possession and use
by youth.

The project is funded under the
federal government’s Brighter Futures
Initiative. A final report will be
submitted by May 1994.

For further information or input,
please contact Joan Fisher, Solicitor
General Canada, at (613) 990-2710
or Tony Dittenhoffer, Department
of Justice Canada, at (613) 957-9603.

You were
asking...

1. What is the fee for a Firearms
Acquisition Certificate (FAC)
if I had one in the past?

The fee to renew a current FAC is
$25, if you do so before your current
one expires. Otherwise, the fee is $50.
The screening procedures are the
same regardless of whether they are
renewals or initial applications.

2. What is legally required when
a firearm is inherited?

A person must have a current
Firearms Acquisition Certificate in
order to take possession of an inherit-
ed firearm. Other permits are required
as well, if the firearm is a handgun or
other type of restricted weapon. There
are some temporary exemptions which
allow an executor to temporarily pos-
sess a firearm for later transfer to an
heir, once the heir has the necessary
certificates and/or permits. Restricted
weapons must be re-registered as soon
as possible after the registered owner
dies. Local and provincial or territorial
firearms authorities can assist in identi-
fying the rules which apply to
particular firearms or situations.

If you intend to leave a firearm
to someone in your will, make sure
that your lawyer and executor know
about the firearm, and that some trans-
fers are prohibited by law. Your lawyer
may want to refer to Part III of the
Criminal Code or consult local firearms
authorities when he or she drafts
your will.

3. What are the requirements
to transport my non-restricted
firearm?

All types of firearms must always be
transported unloaded. Non-restricted
firearms such as hunting rifles or shot-
guns need not be locked as long as
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you are with the vehicle. If they are left in a vehicle unattend-
ed, they must be locked in the trunk or kept out of sight
with the vehicle locked. If the vehicle cannot be locked,

the firearm must be attended.

4. Can someone who does not possess a Firearms
Acquisition Certificate borrow a firearm to
go hunting?

Yes, on the condition that the person who borrows the
firearm uses it under the immediate supervision of the legal
owner.

5. Can a person store a firearm with a firm
operating a firearms business (a retailer)
when on vacation?

A person may store his or her firearm with a firearms
retailer only if the retailer’s permit includes the storage
clause, and if the retailer has paid all of the specified fees. In
the case of a restricted firearm, the owner must first obtain

the necessary permit to transport the firearm to the place of
business.

6. Can a person donate a firearm to a military
museum or to another type of museum?

Yes. However, he or she must make sure that the military
museum is authorized by the Chief of Defence Staff, or that
the museum is approved by the Attorney General of the
respective province/territory.

Need more information?

If you are unclear on any of the new firearms control
laws, contact your Chief Provincial or Territorial Firearms
Officer or your local police service or firearms officer. You
may also write to the Firearms Control Task Group,
Department of Justice, 222 Queen Street, Ottawa, Ontario,
K1A OHS8. Facsimile: (613) 941-1991.

Brochures:

» Firearms Acquisition Certificates

+ Safe Storage, Display, Handling and Transportation

* Barrel Length and Antique Firearms

» Genuine Gun Collectors and Converted Fully-Automatic
Weapons

+ Weapons Prohibited and Restricted by Order in Council

» Canadian Firearms Safety Course

Resource materials:

» Part III, Firearms and Offensive Weapons, Criminal Code.

¢ RCMP Commissioner’s Annual Firearms Report (1992)

» Weapons Prohibited or Restricted by Order in Council
Reference Manual

» Consolidated Regulations Pertaining to Part III of the
Criminal Code

Videos:

» Focus on the Firearms Legislation
« Storage, Display, Handling, and Transportation Regulations
+ The Firearms Acquisition Certificate: Procedures
* Firearms Identification
* Firearms Business Permits
¢ Restricted Weapons
» Search, Seizure and Prohibition Orders
¢ Deactivation of Firearms
 Verification of Deactivation
¢ Genuine Gun Collectors
You may also request transcripts of these videos.

New Brochure

Revenue Canada (Customs, Excise and Taxation),
with input from the Department of Justice Canada,
produced a new brochure entitled Importing a
Firearm or Weapon into Canada. The brochure
provides Canadian residents and visitors to Canada
with an outline of requirements regarding importing
firearms and weapons into Canada. You may obtain
one at any Customs office, or by writing to Customs
Office, 2265 St. Laurent Boulevard, Ottawa, Ontario,
K1G 4K3.
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