
Ecosystem pressures on
Pacific herring life history
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CHANGES IN:

Pacific herring live in a variety of habitats and 
many different pressures impact them at 

each stage of their life history

Ocean conditions
Temperature, salinity, 
oxygen, upwelling, river 
flow, sea level

Food 
Abundance, timing, and 
quality

Predation
Herring are consumed by 
fish, seabirds, marine 
mammals and more

Competition
Herring can compete for 
food with other small fish

Habitat
Kelp and eelgrass habitats 
are important to the 
herring life cycle

Fisheries
Adult food and bait fishery, 
pre-spawn sac roe fishery,
spawn-on-kelp fishery 

Harvest
Food/social/ceremonial 
harvest of spawn on kelp 
and spawn on boughs


