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The 20th Anniversary of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms 

The Charter is a remarkable achievement in 
Canada's history. It puts into words our values of 
respect, fairness, and democracy. 

As a cornerstone of our democratic society, the 
Charter protects our basic rights and freedoms. 
According to the Charter, we are all equal before 
and under the law. 

In celebrating the 20th anniversary of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, we 
celebrate values that lie at the heart of what it 
means to bcCanadian. 

A part of our history 

The adoption of the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms was a turning point in our identity 
and our equality as Canadians. After 115 years as 
a country, we enshrined our rights and freedoms 
in the form of a document, the Charter, which 
serves as the guiding law of the land and applies 
to all levels of government. 

The Charter affirms our individual rights, and 
serves as a reminder of our responsibility to 
respect the rights of others. 



Essential to our lives 

The Charter brings us together and celebrates 
our diversity. It protects the many rights and 
freedoms that make Canada a just society. Here 
are some of them: 

• Freedom of expression 

• Freedom of conscience and religion 

• Freedom to gather in peaceful groups 

• The right to live free from discrimination 

• The right to receive services from the 
Government of Canada in English or French 

• The right to vote and run for office 

• The right to live and work anywhere in Canada 

The Charter reflects the pride of Canadians in the 
multicultural fabric of our society. It protects the 
rights of women, Aboriginal people and minority 
language groups. 



The Charter. 
It's ours. 

It's us. 

Call, click or visit to obtain more information or 
your copy of the Charter. 

e 1 800 0-Canada (1 800 622-6232) 
TTY / TDD 1 800 465-7735 

O canada.gc.ca  

O Service Canada Access Centres 


