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New Housing Price Index  
May 1987  

The New Housing Price Index (1981=100) for  
Canada stood at 119.0 in May, up 0.8% from  
April. This index of Canadian housing contrac-
tors' selling prices now stands 16.0% higher  

than its year-earlier level and is in its 24th  
month of continuous price increases. Between  
April and May the estimated house only index  
increased 0.8%, while the estimated land only  
index was up 1.1%.  

Among the cities surveyed, London  
recorded the largest monthly increase (1.8%) in  
new housing prices. The monthly index for  
Toronto advanced by 1.2%, marking the second  
consecutive month in which the index has  
increased at a slower rate. Nonetheless, the 12-
month change recorded for Toronto (33.1%) was  
the largest yearly increase of all cities  
surveyed.  

Generally, Southwestern Ontario cities,  
together with Montreal, continued to record  
yearly gains in excess of 10.0%. In May,  
demand for houses continued to be quite strong  
due to relatively favourable interest rates and  
the vigor of the local economies. In other  
regions of the country, 12-month price  
increases were mostly within a 3% to 7% range.  

In Alberta and British Columbia, index levels  
are still below their 1981 price reference level  
of 100. However, only Victoria continues to  
show a 12-month decline (-5.6%).  

(see table on page 3)  

Available on CANSIM: matrix 198.  

Order the second quarter 1987 issue of  
Construction Price Statistics (62-007, $15/$60),  
available in September. Contact the Prices  
Division (613-990-9601).  
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New Housing Price Indexes 
(1981=100) 

Weights' May Apr. May 

% change 

May '87/ May '87/ 
1987 '87 '87 '86 Apr.'87 May '86 ,  

Canada Total 100.0 119.0 118.0 102.6 0.8 16.0 
Canada (House only) 126.4 125.4 106.6 0.8 18.6 
Canada (Land only) 105.9 104.7 96.3 1.1 10.0 

St. John's 0.87 113.0 112.6 107.2 0.4 5.4 
Halifax 2.44 128.2 126.4 123.9 1.4 3.5 
Saint John-Moncton  0.98 133.3 133.3 127.1 - 4.9 
Quebec City 2.26 143.7 143.2 131.6 0.3 9.2 
Montreal 10.22 150.4 148.5 129.8 1.3 15.9 
Ottawa-Hull 5.74 136.7 135.0 129.3 1.3 5.7 
Toronto 30.35 149.6 147.8 112.4 1.2 33.1 
Hamilton 2.98 153.6 152.8 133.1 0.5 15.4 
St. Catharines-Niagara 1.30 157.6 157.6 138.5 - 13.8 
Kitchener-Waterloo 2.08 158.6 157.8 140.9 0.5 12.6 
London 1.58 148.8 146.2 123.3 1.8 20.7 
Windsor 0.90 122.1 121.4 114.8 0.6 6.4 
Winnipeg 3.11 133.9 134.3 125.7 -0.3 6.5 
Regina 0.90 116.1 115.4 112.4 0.6 • 3.3 
Saskatoon 1.30 109.9 109.7 106.1 0.2 3.6 
Calgary  4.37 93.5 92.8 90.5 0.8 3.3 
Edmonton 4.86 88.6 88.4 85.3 0.2 3.9 
Vancouver 19.97 76.7 76.6 73.7 0.1 4.1 
Victoria 2.79 67.9 67.9 71.9 - -5.6 

1  Surveys in Sudbury and Thunder Bay account for the remaining weight and are secured due to insufficient sample size. 
The survey has been discontinued in Prince George. 

- Nil or ze ro . 
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Local Government Employment 
First Quarter 1987 

Local Government Services 

There were 296,321 employees in local 
government services in March 1987; a slight 
increase of 1.8% or 5,218 employees from 
291,103 in March 1986. 

At the provincial level, changes in employ-
ment from a year earlier were as follows: 

• Newfoundland -132 (-5.2%); • Prince Edward Island 34 (10.7%); • Nova Scotia 105 (1.6%); • New Brunswick 147 (3.7%); • Quebec 1,033 (1.7); • Ontario 3,508 (2.6%); • Manitoba 285 (2.9%); • Saskatchewan 176 (1.7%); • Alberta 269 (0.9%); • British Columbia -268 (-0.9%); • Yukon 25 (10.7%); • Northwest Territories 36 (3.6%). 

Highlights 

• The decrease in local government employ- 
ment in Newfoundland was provincewide. 

• The gain in New Brunswick was mainly 
due to the hiring of workers for transpor-
tation, protection and general government 
services in Saint John, Moncton and 
Fredericton. The 3.7% increase in 
employment in New Brunswick was the 
highest since .  March 1982. 

• The modest increase in Quebec occurred 
mainly in Montreal and Quebec City due to 
higher employment in recreation and 
cultural services, public works and general 
government services. The slight growth in 
local government services in Quebec 
marked a reversal from the decline noted in 
the two previous year-over-year periods. 

(continued on page 5) 
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• The major portion of the increase in 
Ontario can be attributed to a growth in 
metropolitan area employment in Toronto, 
Ottawa-Hull and  London.  The increase 
was the result of hiring workers for 
recreation and community services, social 
services and public works. The 2.6% year-
over-year increase recorded in Ontario was 
the highest since 1983. 

• The increases in local government employ-
ment in Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
occurred mainly in Winnipeg, Regina and 
Saskatoon. The increase was a result of 
hiring workers for protection services, 
public works and the Regina Exhibition. 

• The decrease in British Columbia was 
largely due to employment declines in 
recreation and community services, public 
works, sanitation and waste disposal 
services in Vancouver and Kamloops. 

• The growth in employment in the Yukon 
and the Northwest Territories can be attri-
buted to the hiring for construction projects 
under the Local Employment Opportunity 
Program funded by territorial 
governments. 

Available on CANSIM: local government 
services monthly data by province and territory 
are located in matrix 2725, and that for 
municipalities over 10,000 population by 
metropolitan area and major urban area in 
matrix 2726. Data on hospitals, school boards 
and government enterprises from January 
1985 to March 1986 are also available from 
CANSIM. 

Order the January-March 1987 issue of 
Local Government Employment (72-009, 
$10/$40); to be released by mid-August. 
Contact M. Fathy (613-991-1843), or C. Doucet 
(613-991-1846), Public Institutions Division. 

• 
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Data Availability Announcements 

  

Canadian Potato Production 
1987 

The preliminary estimate of 1987 Canadian 
area planted to potatoes is now available. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 1044. 

Data users should note that intercensal 
revisions to potato estimates (planted area, 
harvested area, yield and production) for 1982 
to 1986, will be released on November 16, 1987. 

Order Canadian Potato Production (22-008, 
$7/$21), available in late July. To obtain 1986 
planted area from the census, contact L.D. 
Magahay (613-990-8727), Agriculture Division.  

kilograms were export sales. The 1986 year-to-
date sales reported for all types of sugar 
totalled 500 049 000 kilograms, 473 642 000 
kilograms in domestic sales and 26 407 000 in 
export sales. 

Order the June 1987 issue of The Sugar 
Situation (32-013, $41$40), to be released early 
in August. Contact Brian Preston (613-
991-3511), Industry Division. 

Sugar Sales 
June 1987 

Canadian sugar refiners reported total sales of 
98 766 858 kilograms for all types of sugar in 
June 1987, comprising 95 073 059 kilograms in 
domestic sales. and 3 693 799 kilograms in 
export sales. The 1987 year-to-date sales 
reported for all types of sugar totalled 
496 133 048 kilograms, 469 719 305 kilograms 
in domestic sales and 26 413 743 in export 
sales. 

This compares to total sales of 93 123 000 
kilograms in June 1986, of which 89 699 000 
kilograms were domestic sales and 3 424 000 

Steel Pipe and Tubing Production 
May 1987 

Steel pipe and tubing production for May 1987 
totalled 107 866 tonnes, an increase of 7.7% 
from the 100 140r (revised figure) tonnes 
produced a year earlier. Year-to-date produc-
tion totalled 543 044 tonnes, down 2.1% from 
the 554 668r tonnes produced during the same 
period in 1986. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 35. 

Order the May 1987 issue of Steel Pipe and 
Tubing (41-011, $4/$40), to be released the 
week of July 20. Contact Gerry Barrett (613-
991-3515), Industry Division. 
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Publications Released 

Gross Domestic Product by Industry, 
1961-1980. Catalogue number 15-512 
(Canada: $50; Other Countries: $51.50). 

Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics, 
April 1987. Catalogue number 25-001 
(Canada: $5/$50; Other countries: $6/$60). 

Monthly Production of Soft Drinks, 
April 1987. Catalogue number 32-001 
(Canada: $2/$20; Other Countries: $3/$30). 

Oils and Fats,  April 1987. 
Catalogue number 32-006 
(Canada: $4/$40; Other Countries: $5/$50). 

Fruit and Vegetable Preservation 
Service Bulletin, Vol. 15, No. 19, 
Pack of Processed Blueberries, 1986. 
Catalogue number 32-023 
(Canada: $6/$100; Other Countries: $7/$110). 

Production, Shipments and Stocks on 
Hand of Sawmills East of the Rockies, 
April 1987. Catalogue number 35-002 
(Canada: $8/$80; Other Countries: $9/$90). 

Gypsum Products, May 1987. 
Catalogue number 44-003 
(Canada: $4/$40; Other Countries: $5/$50). 

Surgical Procedures and Treatments, 
1981-82 and 1982-83. 
Catalogue number 82-208 
(Canada: $35; Other Countries: $36.50). 

Statistics Canada publications may be pur-
chased by mail order from Publication Sales, 
Room 1710, Main Building, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa KIA OT6 or phone 613-993-7276. 

Please enclose cheque or money order payable to 
the Receiver General for Canada/Publications 
and provide full information on publications 
required (catalogue number, title, issue). 

Publications may also be ordered through 
Statistics Canada's offices in St. John's, 
Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Sturgeon Falls, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton and 
Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore 
agents or other booksellers. 

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin 
for Statistical Information 
Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada $100/year; other countries $125/year 

Published by the Communications Division (Director — Tim Davis) 
Statistics Canada, 3-0, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa K1A OT6. 

Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-991-1103) 
Editor: Deanna Jamieson (613-991-1198) 

Published under the authority of the Minister of Supply and Services 
Canada. Statistics Canada should be credited when reproducing or 
quoting any part of this document. 
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