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Building Permits, July 1987  
• The estimated value of building permits issued in Canada decrease 

4.1% from June to a level of $2.4 billion. 

Crude Oil and Natural Gas, June 1987  
• Exports of crude oil rose 22.9% over June 1986 — the largest increase in  

the last eight months.  
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Canadian Social Trends  
Autumn 1987  
With the release today of its sixth quarterly issue, Canadian  
Social Trends continues to interpret the major social and  
demographic trends affecting Canadian society.  

The Autumn 1987 issue features articles on marriage  
rates, employment patterns of elderly Canadians, religious  
affiliation, interregional migration of the population, in-
voluntary part-time employment, unemployment rates for  
the full-time and part-time labour forces, the decline. of  
stroke mortality, and thé labour force experience of  
postsecondary graduates.  

Canadian Social Trends has proved to be a valuable re-
source for both specialists and non-specialists who require  
timely, relevant socio-economic information on which to base  
decisions.  

Order Canadian Social Trends (11-008E, $12.50/$44),  
available from Publication Sales (613-993-7276). Further  
information is available from the editors (613-991-25601.  
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Major Releases 
Chart 1 
Value of Building Permits Issued in Canada 
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Building Permits 
July 1987 
(Seasonally adjusted data including the con-
struction leading indicator) 

Summary 

The estimated value of building permits issued 
in Canada totalled $2,397.8 million in July, 
down 4.1% from $2,499.7 million. in June. The 
decrease was entirely attributable to a drop 
recorded in the non-residential sector. 

The decline in the value of building permits 
— the fourth consecutive decrease — resulted in 
a restraining effect on the construction leading 
indicator. The May level reached 128.9, a gain 
of 1.1% from April. 

Residential Sector 

• After three consecutive drops, the esti-
mated value of residential building permits 
issued gained slightly (0.8%) in July to 
reach $1,586.4 million. 

• The single-family dwelling sector was 
responsible for this increase, with a gain of 
2.4% to $1,078.8 million in July. The 
multi-family dwelling sector registered a 
2.2% drop to $507.6 million. 

• The number of dwelling units authorized in 
July reached 260,100 units at an annual 
rate (134,000 single detached and 126,100 
multiple dwellings), a 2% gain from the 
previous month. For January-July 1987, 
dwelling units averaged 271,000 — up from 
209,000 units for the same period in 1986. 
At this rate, the 1987 dwelling units total 
should easily outpace 1986. 

• On a regional basis, Ontario and the 
Prairies registered gains in the number of 
dwelling units authorized in July while the 
rest of the country registered decreases. 

• Residential sector activity, as. reflected by 
the filtered residential index, continued its 
upward movement but at a slower pace 
than in the preceding months. The May 
level was 155.0, up 1.5% following gains of 
1.8% in April and 2.2% in March. 

Non-residential Sector 

• The estimated value of non-residential 
permits issued declined 12.4% in July to 
$811.4 million. 

• The commercial component wits the only 
one to register a gain, ûp 7.4% to $502.5 
million in July. Sharp decreases were 
noted in the industrial sector (-43.5% to 
$133.3 million) and the government sector 
(down 21.1% to $175.6 million). 

• Only Ontario registered a (slight) gain in 
the value of non-residential building per-
mits while all other regions recorded de-
creases in July. 

• This drop of non-residential activity, re-
corded for the last three months, had a 
slowing effect on the growth of the non-
residential filtered index. The May index 
rose 0.6% to 101.6 after gains of 0.9% in 
April and 1.0% in March. 

Note to Users: 

In order to reduce the number of false signals in 
the construction activity series, the leading 
indicator is lagged two months in relation to 
the month of reference. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 80 (level 3, 5, 7, 
9-15), 129, 137, 443, 989-991, 994, 995 and 
4073. 

Order the June 1987 issue of Building 
Permits (64-001, $20/$200), scheduled for re-
lease the second week of October. Contact 
Francine Monette (613-991-2583), Science, 
Technology and Capital Stock Division. 

• 

• 
Page 3 



The Daily, September 22, 1987 

Crude Oil and Natural Gas 
June 1987 

Highlights 

• Preliminary figures show production of 
crude oil and equivalent hydrocarbons in 
June 1987 amounted to 7 932.9 thousand 
cubic metres, a 1.5% increase over June 
1986. 

• On a year-to-year basis, crude oil exports 
increased for the fifth time this year, rising 
22.9% over June 1986. Imports declined for 
the second time in the last six months, 
registering a decrease of 12.0% from June 
1986. (On a cumulative basis, however, im-
ports are still up 11.4% over last year.) 

• Marketable production of natural gas, at 
4 692.2 million cubic metres, decreased 
2.8% from June 1986. Sales of natural gas 
in Canada continued their downward trend, 
declining 4.1% from June 1986. However, 
exports of natural gas rose for the sixth 
consecutive month, up 30.4% from the year-
earlier period. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 127 and 128. 

Order the June 1987 issue of Crude Petroleum 
and Natural Gas Production (26-006, $81$80), 
to be released the first week of October. 
Contact Gérard O'Connor (613-991-3562), 
Industry Division. 

Crude Oil and Natural Gas 

June 
1987 

Change 
from 

June 1986 
Jan.-June 

1987 

% Change 
from 

Jan.-June 1986 

(thousands of cubic metres) 

Crude oil and equivalent 

Production 7 932.9 1.5 45 682.7 3.1 
Exports 3 353.6 22.9 17 714.7 7.3 
Imports 1 785.5 -12.0 10 220.0 11.4 
Refinery receipts 6 504.3 -10.3 38 536.6 2.8 

(millions of cubic metres) 

Natural gas 

Marketable production 4 692.2 -2.8 37 933.2 2.4 
Exports 1 627.9 30.4 12 942.7 24.5 
Canadian sales 2 507.6 -4.1 25 627.9 -7.3 
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Wholesale Trade 
July 1987 

Sales 

• Preliminary estimates indicate that whole-
sale merchants' sales for July 1987 were 
12.7% above those of July 1986. For the 
first seven months of 1987, cumulative 
sales were up 13.2% compared to the corres-
ponding period in 1986. 

• In July, all major groups except whole-
salers of farm machinery, equipment and 
supplies (-10.9%) registered increased sales 
over a year earlier. The trade groups 
having the most significant impact on the 
overall sales increase were wholesalers of 
electrical and non-electrical machinery, 
equipment and supplies (+27.6%), food 
(+13.6%) and lumber and building 
materials (+8.9%). 

• Wholesale trade increases between July 
1986 and July 1987 were posted in all 
regions, ranging from 20.7% in the Prairies 
to 8.8% in Quebec. 

Inventories 

• Inventory levels in July 1987 were 2.2% 
higher than those reported in July 1986. 
The ratio of inventories to sales at the end 
of July 1987 stood at 1.41:1, down from 
1.55:1 recorded in the corresponding month 
of 1986. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 44. 

Order the July 1987 issue of Wholesale 
Trade (63-008, $5/$50), available the third 
week of October. Contact Gilles Simard (613-
991-3541), Wholesale Trade Section, Industry 
Division. 

• 

• 

• 
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Wholesale Trade 
Percentage Change in Sales and Inventories for July 1987/1986 

Major Trade 
Groups - Regions 

Sales Inventories Stocks/Sales 

June July Jan.-July June July July July 
1987P86r 1987/.86P 1987/'86P 1987/'86r 1987/786P 1986r 1987P 

Total all trades 17.1 12.7 13.2 2.7 2.2 1.55 1.41 

Food 16.0 13.6 13.8 5.2 10.2 0.68 0.66 
Tobacco, drugs and toilet 

preparations 14.3 12.2 6.8 0.5 3.6 1.01 0.93 
Apparel, dry  goods, furniture 

and general merchandise 20.1 11.3 15.2 3.8 3.6 2.19 2.04 
Motor vehicles and accessories 7.8 2.9 6.0 6.0 3.9 1.79 1.81 
Farm machinery, equipment 

and supplies -7.4 -10.9 -3.6 -8.7 -9.4 2.70 2.74 
Other machinery, equipment 

and supplies' 29.3 27.6 21.1 4.8 4.0 1.92 1.56 
Metals, hardware, plumbing 

and heating equipment 27.3 8.7 13.7 2.6 -0.6 1.66 1.52 
Lumber and building materials 19.8 8.9 18.5 2.6 2.7 1.27 1.20 
Other wholesalers 2  11.7 11.8 9.8 1.3 0.7 1.58 1.43 

Regions 

Atlantic provinces 21.8 17.8 14.5 12.8 11.5 1.27 1.21 
Quebec 12.7 8.8 10.0 6.2 4.9 1.39 1.33 
Ontario 18.5 11.8 15.8 5.1 4.1 1.53 1.42 
Prairie provinces 16.1 20.7 11.4 -7.1 -5.5 2.20 1.72 
B.C., Yukon and Northwest 

Territories 21.4 12.7 13.0 2.8 2.0 1.34 1.21 

1  Includes: electrical machinery, equipment and supplies; and machinery and equipment, n.e.s. 
2  Includes: farm products (excluding grain); paper and paper products; scrap and waste materials; and wholesalers, n.e.s. 
r Revised figures. 
P Preliminary figures. 
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Data Availability Announcement 

Restaurants, Caterers and Taverns 
July 1987 

Restaurant, caterer and tavern receipts 
totalled $1,360.0 million for July 1987, an 
increase of 9.2% over the $1,244.9 million 
reported for the same period last year. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 52. 

Order the July 1987 issue of Restaurants, 
Caterers and Taverns (63-011, $5/$50), 
available in approximately three weeks time. 
Contact the Services Division (613-991-3494). 

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin 
for Statistical Information 
Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada $100/year; other countries $125/year 
Published by the Communications Division (Director — Tim Davis) 
Statistics Canada, 3-O, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa K1A OT6. 
Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-991-1103) 
Editor: Deanna Jamieson (613-991-1198) 
Published under the authority of the Minister of Supply and Services 
Canada. Statistics Canada should be credited when reproducing or quoting 
any part of this document. Extracts from this publication may be reproduced 
for individual use without permission provided the source is fully 
acknowledged. However, reproduction of this publication in whole or in part 
for purposes of resale or redistribution requires written permission from the 
Publishing Services Group, Permissions Officer, Canadian Government 
Publishing Centre, Ottawa, Canada K1A 0S9. 
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Publications Released 

Canadian Social Trends, Autumn 1987. 
Catalogue number 11-008E 
(Canada: $12.50/$44; Other Countries: 
$15/$50). 

Small Business Profiles - Canada, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-601 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Small Business Profiles - 
Newfoundland, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-602 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Small Business Profiles - 
Prince Edward Island, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-603 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Small Business Profiles - 
Nova Scotia, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-604 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Small Business Profiles - 
New Brunswick, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-605 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Small Business Profiles - Quebec, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-606 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Small Business Profiles - Ontario, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-607 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35).  

Small Business Profiles - Manitoba, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-608 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Small Business Profiles - 
Saskatchewan, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-609 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Small Business Profiles - Alberta, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-610 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Small Business Profiles - 
British Columbia, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-611 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Small Business Profiles - Yukon, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-612 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Small Business Profiles - 
Northwest Territories, 1984. 
Catalogue number 61-613 
(Canada: $31; Other Countries: $35). 

Unemployment Insurance 
Statistics, June 1987. 
Catalogue number 73-001 
(Canada: $12/$120; Other Countries: 
$13/$130). . 

Statistics Canada publications may be pur-
chased by mail order from Publication Sales, 
Room 1710, Main Building, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa KIA OT6 or phone 613-993-7276. 

Please enclose cheque or money order payable 
to the Receiver General for 
Canada/Publications and provide full 
information on publications required 
(catalogue number, title, issue). 

Publications may also be ordered through 
Statistics Canada's offices in St. John's, 
Hali fo.x, Montreal, Ottawa, Sturgeon Falls, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton and 
Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore 
agents or other booksellers. 

A national toll-free telephone order service is 
now in operation in Central Inquiries Services. 
The toll-free line (1-800-267-6677) is to be used 
exclusively for the ordering of Statistics 
Canada products and services. 
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