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Major Releases  

Percentage Change in New Housing Price Index from Same Month of the Previous Year,  

Canada and Selected Cities, December 1987  
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New Housing Price Index  
December 1987  

The New Housing Price Index (1981=100) for 
Canada stood at 123.2 in December, up 0.2% 
from November. This index of Canadian 
housing contractors' selling prices now stands 
11.7% higher than the year-earlier level. 
Between November and December, the 
estimated house only index increased 0.2%,  
while the estimated land only index increased  
0.4%.  

Among the cities surveyed, St. Catherines-
Niagara showed the largest monthly increase  
(0.6%) in new housing prices, followed closely 
by Hamilton and Montreal, both with a 
monthly increase of 0.5%. Toronto with a  
monthly gain of only 0.2% continued to show  
the largest 12-month gain of all cities surveyed,  
at 17.6%. This, however, is substantially below  
that city's peak year-over-year increase of  
33.6%, recorded for April 1987.  

Generally, Southwestern Ontario cities to-
gether with Montreal maintained yearly gains  
that were significantly higher than those ex-
perienced by other Canadian cities. In Alberta  
and British Columbia, index levels were still  
below their 1981 price reference level of 100.  

• Based on annual averages, . the New  
Housing Price Index for 1987 was up 14.1%  
from 1986 at the Canada total level. The  
largest increase was recorded for Toronto  
(26.1%). Hamilton (16.8%), London (16.1%),  
Montreal (15.1%), Kitchener-Waterloo (14.4%)  
and St. Catherines-Niagara (12.6%) also 
showed substantial gains. Smaller increases 
were recorded for Quebec City (8.9%), Windsor  
(6.7%), Winnipeg (5.8%), Ottawa-Hull (5.7%),  
St. John's (4.9%), Saint John-Moncton (4.8%),  
Vancouver (4.6%). In Saskatoon (4.2%),  
Edmonton (4.2%), Calgary (3.9%), Regina  
(3.6%) and Halifax (3.4%) prices rose by less 

(continued on page 3) 
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than the general level of inflation. On an 
annual average basis, only Victoria registered 
a decrease (-2.3%). 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 198. 

Order the fourth quarter 1987 issue of Con-
struction Price Statistics (62-007, $16.501$66), 
available in March. Contact: Prices Division 
(613-951-9607). 

New Housing Price Indexes 
(1981=100) 

Weights Dec. Nov. Dec. 

% change 

Dec. '87/ Dec. '87/ Annual '87' 
1987 1  '87 '87 '86 Nov.'87 Dec.'86 	Annual'86 

Canada Total 100.0 123.2 122.9 110.3 0.2 11.7 	14.1 
Canada (House only) 129.6 . 129.4 116.1 0.2 11.6 	15.9 
Canada (Land only) 112.2 111.7 99.8 0.4 12.4 	9.9 

St. John's 0.87 114.2 114.3 108.9 -0.1 4.9 	4.9 
Halifax 2.44 130.8 130.8 125.6 - 4.1 	3.4 
Saint John-Moncton 0.98 133.3 133.3 127.7 - 4.4 	4.8 
Quebec City 2.26 150.2 149.6 138.1 0.4 8.8 	8.9 
Montreal 10.22 160.3 159.5 139.6 0.5 14.8 	15.1 
Ottawa-Hull 5.74 141.5 140.9 132.1 0.4 7.1 	5.7 
Toronto 30.35 153.3 153.0 130.4 0.2 ^17.6 	26.1 
Hamilton. 2.98 169.8 169.0 146.8 0.5 15.7 	16.8 
St. Catharines-Niagara 1.30  163.2 162.3 148.7 0.6 9.8 	12.6 
Kitchener-Waterloo 2.08 167.8 167.7 148.3 0.1 13.1 	14.4 
London 1.58 151.3 151.3 137.9 - 9.7 	16.1 
Windsor 0.90 122.7 122.6 115.3 0.1 6.4 	6.7 
Winnipeg 3.11 135.6 135.6 130.3 - 4.1 	5.8 
Regina 0.90 118.2 118.2 115.0 - 2.8 	3.6 
Saskatoon 1.30 111.6 111.4 108.6 0.2 2.8 	4.2 
Calgary 4.37 97.2 97.2 90.8 - 7.0 	3.9 
Edmonton 4.86 91.1 90.8 87.0 0.3 4.7 	4.2 
Vancouver 19.97 78.3 78.4 74.4 -0.1 5.2 	4.6 
Victoria 2.79 70.6 70.6 66.9 - 5.5 	-2.3 

I Surveys in Sudbury and Thunder Bay account for the remaining weight and are secured due to insufficient sample size. 
The survey has been discontinued in Prince George. 

- Nil or zero. 
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Help-wanted Index, Canada (1981=100)  

January 1983 to January 1988  

~ 
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-  
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Help-wanted Index  
January 1988  

The Help-wanted Index monitors the space  
devoted to help-wanted ads published in 18  
major metropolitan area newspapers and  
serves as an indicator of the demand for labour.  

Highlights  

• The seasonally adjusted Help-wanted Index  
for Canada (1981=100) decreased to 138  
from 140 between December 1987 and  
January 1988, declining for the first time  
since April 1987. However, for the last  
seven months of 1987 the index attained  
record levels in each successive month.  

• The decrease in the Canada index between  
December 1987 and January 1988 is the  
result of a second consecutive decline in the  
Quebec index (to 144 from 150). The index  
increased in all the other regions, although  

by only one point in Ontario (to 190 from  
189). The index advanced in the Atlantic  
region to 181 from 164, in the Prairie  
region to 62 from 58, and in British  
Columbia to 58 from 55.  

• The decrease in the Canada index is not  
reflected in the trend cycle'. This measure  
continued in January 1988 its advance  
which commenced in December 1982 (see  
chart).  

(see table on page 5)  
Available on CANSIM: matrix 105.  

Contact: Jean-Pierre Maynard (613-
951-4045) or Horst Stiebert (613-951-4044),  
Labour Division.  

The trend cycle provides an indication of the direction in  

the demand for labour as estimated by the Help-wanted  
Index. It is calculated by the X-11 ARIMA seasonal  
adjustment program. Essentially, the calculation  

involves a 13-term Henderson moving average which  

smooths irregular fluctuations in the seasonally adjusted  
data.  
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Help-wanted Index (1981 = 100), Canada and Regions 
(Seasonally Adjusted) 

Year and Atlantic Prairie British 
month Canada Region Quebec Ontario Region Columbia 

1987 
January 104 140 106 145 48 39 
February 108 141 119 142 47 40 
March 109 130 128 140 48 41 
April 108 132 121 146 47 45 
May 112 142 122 153 52 48 
June 116 137 135 151 54 49 
July 123 151 142 169 51 49 
August 125 164 131 171 54 53 
September 132 171 146 177 60 50 
October 136 170 148 185 55 55 
November 139 173 154 184 59 57 
December 140 164 150 189 58 55 

1988 
January 138 181 144 190 62 58 
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Data Availability Announcements 

Department Store Sales by 
Province and Metropolitan Area 
December 1987 

Department stores in Canada reported 
sales totalling $2,031 million in December 
1987, up 4.2% from the December 1986 
level of $1,950 million. Adjusted to remove 
the effect of the sale of Woodward Stores 
Ltd.'s food department, sales rose 6.7% over 
the December 1986 level. 

• Cumulative sales for the period January to 
December 1987 totalled $12,913 million, up 
1.4% over the corresponding period in 1986. 
Adjusted sales were up 3.8% over the 1986 
period. 

• Department store sales during December 
1987, for the provinces and the 10 
metropolitan areas surveyed, were as 
follows (with the percentage change from 
December 1986 in parentheses): 

Province 

• Newfoundland, $24.9 million (-2.2%); 
• Prince Edward Island, $12.8 million 

(+ 11.4%); 
• Nova Scotia, $74.5 million (+3.2%); 
• New Brunswick, $48.7 million (+ 8.2%); 
• Quebec, $368.4 million (+3.1%); 
• Ontario, $858.7 million (+11.0%); 
• Manitoba, $89.1 million (-2.7%); 
• Saskatchewan, $62.6 million (+5.2%); 
• Alberta, $218.5 million (-5.7%); 
• British Columbia, $272.9 million (-3.3%). 

Note to Users: 

Users should note that the year-over-year 
movements for some provinces and census 
metropolitan areas have been affected by major 
structural changes during 1987, including the 
sale of Woodward Stores Ltd.'s food department 
to Canada Safeway Ltd. and the inclusion in 
the department store industry of outlets pre-
viously classified as variety stores. The 
adjusted provincial percentage changes in 
December were as follows: Alberta (+ 2.7%) 
and British Columbia (+ 7.0%). The confiden-
tiality provisions of the Statistics Act preclude 
releasing adjusted movements for Prince 
Edward Island, Calgary, Edmonton and 
Vancouver. 

Metropolitan Area 

• Calgary, $83.9 million (-4.0%); 
• Edmonton, $94.5 million (-6.9%); 
• Halifax-Dartmouth, $40.9 million (+ 1.5%); 
• Hamilton, $66.6 million (+ 11.9%); 
• Montreal, $217.4 million (+ 1.0%); 
• Ottawa-Hull, $94.3 million (+ 10.3%); 
• Quebec City, $48.1 million (+3.7%); 
• Toronto, $346.8 million (+ 10.5%); 
• Vancouver, $158.8 million (-4.5%); 
• Winnipeg, $81.1 million (-0.5%). 

Information on department store sales and 
stocks by department will be released in The 
Daily during the week of February 22. 

Order the December 1987 issue of Depart-
ment Store Monthly Sales, by Province and 
Selected Metropolitan Area (63-004, $2/$20), 
available the week of February 29. Contact: 
Colleen Loggie (613-951-3548), Retail Trade 
Section, Industry Division. 
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Steel Ingots 	 Production of Eggs 
December 1987 
	

December 1987 

Steel ingots production for December 1987 
totalled 1 196 917 tonnes, an increase of 0.8% 
from 1 187 109 tonnes the previous year. 

Year-to-date production reached 14 622 161 
tonnes, an increase of 4.5% from 13 987 572 
tonnes a year earlier. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 58 (level 2, 
series 3). 

Order the December 1987 issue of Primary 
Iron and Steel (41-001, $4.50/$45), to be 
released the week of February 29. Contact: 
Gerry Barrett (613-951-3515), Industry Divi-
sion. 

Canadian egg production increased by 0.4% to 
42.5 million dozen in December 1987 from 42.2 
million a year earlier. The average number of 
layers increased slightly from December 1986 
to 1987, while the number of eggs per 100 
layers increased to 2,156 from 2,149. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 1145,1146, 
5689-5691. 

For further information, order the 
December 1987 issue of Production and Stocks 
of Eggs and Poultry (23-003, $11/$110), 
scheduled for release the week of February 29. 
Contact: Peter Beerstecher (613-951-2505), 
Agriculture Division. 

• 
Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin 
for Statistical Information 
Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada $100/year; other countries $125/year 
Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 3-0, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa K1A OT6. 
Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-951-1103) 
Editor: Joan Farley (613-951-1198) 
Published under the authority of the Minister of Supply and Services 
Canada. Statistics Canada should be credited when reproducing or quoting 
any part of this document. Extracts from this publication may be reproduced 
for individual use without permission provided the source is fully 
acknowledged. However, reproduction of this publication in whole or in part 
for purposes of resale or redistribution requires written permission from the 
Publishing Services Group, Permissions Officer, Canadian Government 
Publishing Centre, Ottawa, Canada K1A 0S9. 
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Publications Released  

Cereals and Oilseeds Review, November 
1987. Catalogue number 22-007  
(Canada: $11.50/$115; Other Countries: 
$12.50/$125).  

Railway Carloadings, November 1987. 
Catalogue number 52-001  
(Canada: $7.50/$75; Other Countries: 
$8.50/$85). . _TT '  

Preliminary Statement of Canadian  
International Trade, December 1987. 
Catalogue number 65-001P  
(Canada: $5.50/$55; Other Countries: 
$6.50/$65).  
Available February 12 at 7:00.  

Security Transactions with  
Non-residents, November 1987.  
Catalogue number 67-002  
(Canada: $15/$150; Other Countries:  
$16/$160).  

Corporations and Labour Unions  
Returns Act: Report for 1985, Part II — 
Labour Unions, Supplement, 1985.  
Catalogue number 71-202S  
(Canada: $35; Other Countries: $37).  

Statistics Canada publications may be pur-
chased by mail order from Publication Sales,  
Room 1710, Main Building, Statistics Canada,  
Ottawa K1A OT6 or phone 613-951-7276.  

Please enclose cheque or money order payable  
to the Receiver General for  
Canada/Publications and provide full  
information on publications required  
(catalogue number, title, issue).  

Publications may also be ordered through  
Statistics Canada's offices in St. John's,  
Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Sturgeon Falls,  
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton and  
Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore  
agents or other booksellers.  

A national toll-free telephone order service is  
now in operation at Statistics Canada. The  
toll-free line (1-800-267-6677) can be used by  
Canadian customers for the ordering of  
Statistics Canada products and services.  
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