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Capacity Utilization in Canadian 
Manufacturing 
Fourth Quarter 1987 

Capacity utilization in the manufacturing 
industries moved up 1.9% to 81.7% in the 
fourth quarter of 1987 from 80.2% in the 
preceding quarter. A comparison of the utiliza-
tion rates posted since the first quarter of 1982 
shows that the rate recorded in this quarter is a 
new peak for the period, surpassing the 
previous high recorded in the third quarter of 
1987. 

Utilization rates in durable manufacturing 
industries increased by 3.5% in the fourth 
quarter of 1987 to 79.1% from 76.4% in the 
third quarter. This is the fifth consecutive 
quarter in which the capacity utilization rate 
for the durable manufacturing industries has 
increased. Furthermore, the capacity utiliza-
tion rate for each industry in this sector showed 
an increase over the rate posted in the third 
quarter. In the non-durable sector, capacity 
utilization rates changed marginally, rising 
0.2% to 84.5% from 84.3%. 

Highlights 

• All of the major building materials pro-
ducing industries showed gains in their 
rate of capacity utilization while posting 
new five-year peak levels. Non-metallic 
mineral products industries increased 2.9% 
while fabricated metal products industries 
rose 1.8%. Wood industries were up 1.2%. 

• Manufacturers of most types of machinery 
and equipment also posted higher rates: 
machinery industries increased 5.5%; and 
electrical and electronic products industries 
increased 3.6% to a new historical peak of 
100.0%. 

• For industries producing fabricated mate-
rials for further processing and/or inclusion 
in end products, the changes in the levels of 
capacity utilization were mixed. Growing 
domestic demand and higher levels of 

(continued on page 3) 
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exports caused the primary metal indus-
tries' level of capacity utilization to in-
crease 5.3% - achieving a new five-year` 
peak. Chemical and chemical products 
industries rose 3.4%. Primary textile Indus-

. tries gained 2.2% to a new historical peak of 
100.0%. Increases were also, noted for 
plastics products (0.3%). Rubber products 
industries cut back production  in  order to 
sell off some of their inventory of finished 
goods, which had been at a high level this 
resulted. in a decrease of 9.3% in capacity 
utilization. 

• The two major manufacturing industries 
that produce goods for export posted higher 
levels of capacity utilization: transporta-
tion equipment industries increased 4.9%; 
and paper and allied products industries 
increased 0.3%. 

• Manufacturers of miscellaneous end pro-
ducts (mainly consumer goods), showed 
mixed results: printing, publishing and ,  
allied industries increased 2.1%; furniture, 
and fixture industries were up 1.2% - 
operating at a five-year high; bevérage- 
industries increased 0.5% and food indus-
tries showed no change. Following growth 
in their inventory of finished goods and 
decreases in their shipments and new 
orders, the clothing industries lowered pro-
duction, decreasing their level of capacity 
utilization 3.0% to 97.0% from 100.0%. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 3540. 

For further detailed information on this 
release, contact D. Wallace (613-951-9685) or 
R. Landry (613-951-2579), Science, Technology 
and Capital Stock Division. 

Capacity Utilization Rates in Canadian Manufacturing 
Fourth Quarter 1987 and Quarterly Percentage Changes 

IV QIV'87/ III QIII'87/ II QII'87/ I 
Industry 1987 QIII'87 1987 QII'87 1987 QI'87 1987 

Total manufacturing 81.7 1.9 80.2 0.6 79.7 0.4 79.4 

Durable manufacturing 
industries 79.1 3.5 76.4 2.0 74.9 1.2 74.0 

Wood industries 96.1 1.2 95.0 7.2 88.6 1.3 87.5 
Furniture and fixture 77.4 1.2 76.5 2.1 74.9 -0.5 75.3 
Primary metal 78.1 5.3 74.2 1.8 72.9 1.1 72.1 
Fabricated metal products 80.1 1.8 78.7 3.4 76.1 4.1 73.1 
Machinery 61.8 5.5 58.6 1.2 57.9 -1.4 58.7 
Transportation equipment 64.1 4.9 61.1 -2.4 62.6 -4.4 65.5 
Electrical and electronic 

products 100.0 3.6 96.5 2.1 94.5 7.3 88.1 
Non-metallic mineral products 83.0 2.9 80.7 3.3 78.1 -1.8 79.5 
Other manufacturing industries 75.6 3.3 73.2 -0.5 73.6 0.0 73.6 

Non-durable manufacturing 
industries 84.5 0.2 84.3 -0.9 85.1 -0.4 85.4 

Food 77.1 0.0 77.1 -2.5 79.1 -1.5 80.3 
Beverage 60.7 0.5 60.4 -1.6 61.4 -1.3 62.2 
Tobacco products 58.4 -4.3 61.0 1.2 60.3 -0.2 60.4 
Rubber products 77.4 -9.3 85.3 3.1 82.7 -7.9 89.8 
Plastics products 95.6 0.3 95.3 0.4 94.9 1.2 93.8 
Leather and allied products 88.7 -3.6 92.0 0.0 92.0 -1.4 93.3 
Primary textile 100.0 2.2 97.8 0.0 97.8 1.0 96.8 
Textile products 100.0 1.4 98.6 3.6 95.2 0.6 94.6 
Clothing 97.0 -3.0 100.0 1.1 98.9 1.6 97.3 
Paper and allied products 91.6 0.3 91.3 -1.3 92.5 -1.7 94.1 
Printing, publishing and 

Allied industries 100.0 2.1 97.9 1.1 96.8 0.0 96.8 
Refined petroleum and coal 

products 76.7 -1.5 77.9 -2.0 79.5 -0.6 80.0 
Chemicals and chemical products 73.0 3.4 70.6 -3.6 73.2 3.2 70.9 
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Data Availability Announcements 

Campus Bookstores 
1986-87 

Highlights 

• Retail sales of 305 Canadian campus 
bookstores reached a total of $298 million 
during the 1986-87 academic year, an 
increase of 13.2% from the previous year. 

• Textbooks accounted for 62.5% of total 
sales, other books 8.5%, stationery and 
supplies 11.5%, and miscellaneous items 
accounted for 17.5%. 

The 1987 issue of Campus Bookstores 
(63-219, $20) will be available in April. See 
"How to Order Publications". 

For further detailed information on this 
release, contact the Retail Trade Section, 
Industry Division (613-951-9656). 

Steel Exports 
February 1988 (Preliminary) 

Data on preliminary steel exports for February 
1988 are now available. 

The final data will be published in Primary 
Iron and Steel, February 1988 (41-001, 
$4.501$45), to be released towards the end of 
April. See "How to Order Publications". 

For further detailed information on this 
release, contact G.W. Barrett (613-951-3515), 
Industry Division. 
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How to Order Publications 
Statistics Canada publications may be pur-
chased by mail order from Publication Sales, 
Room 1710, Main Building, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa KIA OT6 or phone 613-951-7276. 

Please enclose cheque or money order payable 
to the Receiver General for 
Canada/Publications and provide full 
information on publications required 
(catalogue number, title, issue). 

Publications may also be ordered through 
Statistics Canada's offices in St. John's, 
Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Sturgeon Falls, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, 
Calgary and Vancouver, or from authorized 
bookstore agents or other booksellers. 

A national toll-free telephone order service is 
now in operation at Statistics Canada. The 
toll-free line (1-800-267-6677) can be used by 
Canadian customers for the ordering of 
Statistics Canada products and services. 

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin 
for Statistical Information 
Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada $100/year; other countries $125/year 
Published by the Communications Division (Director — Douglas Newson) 
Statistics Canada, 3-O, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa KLA OT6. 
Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-951-1103) 
Editor: Deanna Jamieson (613-951-1198) 
Published under the authority of the Minister of Supply and Services 
Canada. Statistics Canada should be credited when reproducing or quoting 
any part of this document. Extracts from this publication may be reproduced 
for individual use without permission provided the source is fully 
acknowledged. However, reproduction of this publication in whole or in part 
for purposes of resale or redistribution requires written permission from the 
Publishing Services Group, Permissions Officer, Canadian Government 
Publishing Centre, Ottawa, Canada K1A 0S9. 
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Publication Released 

Exports by Commodity, December 1987. 
Catalogue number 65-004 
(Canada: $50/$500; Other Countries: 
$60/$600). 
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Regional Reference Centres 
Statistics Canada's regional reference centres provide a full range of the bureau's products and 

services. Each reference centre is equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can 
consult or purchase our publications, microcomputer diskettes, microfiche, maps and more. 

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from Statistics Canada's computerized data 
retrieval systems CANSIM and Telichart. A telephone inquiry service is also available with toll 
free numbers for regional clients outside local calling areas. Many other valuable services — from 
seminars to consultations — are offered. Call or write your regional reference centre for 
information. 

Newfoundland and Labrador 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 3rd floor 
Viking Building 
Crosbie Road 
St. John's, Newfoundland 
A1B 3P2 
Local calls: 772-4073 
Toll free service: 1-800-563-4255 

Maritime Provinces 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
North American Life Centre 
1770 Market Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3M3 
Local calls: 426-5331 
Toll free service: 1-800-565-7192 

Quebec 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
200 René Lévesque Bld. W. 
Guy Favreau Complex 
Suite 412 East Tower 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2Z 1X4 
Local calls: 283-5725 
Toll free service: 1-800-361-2831 

National Capital Region 
Advisory Services 
Central Inquiries 
Statistics Canada 
Lobby 
R.H. Coats Building 
Holland Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0T6 
Local calls: 951-8116 
If outside the local calling area, 
please dial the toll free number for 
your province. 

Ontario 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
10th Floor 
Arthur Meighen Building 
25 St. Clair Avenue East 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4T 1 M4 
Local calls: 973-6586 
Toll free service: 1-800-268-1151 

Nipissing Region 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
Civic Administration Centre 
225 Holditch Street 
Sturgeon Falls, Ontario 
P0H 2G0 
Local calls: 753-4888 
If outside the local calling area, 
please dial the toll free number given 
for Ontario residents. 

Manitoba 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
6th Floor 
General Post Office Building 
266 Graham Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C OK4 
Local calls: 983-4020 
Toll free service: 1-800-542-3404 

Saskatchewan 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
530 Midtown Centre 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
S4P 2B6 
Local calls: 780-5405 
Toll free service: 1-800-667-7164 

Alberta and the Northwest 
Territories 

Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
2nd Floor 
Hys Centre 
11010 — 101 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5H 4C5 
Local calls: (403) 495-3027 
Toll free service: 1-800-282-3907 
N.W.T. — Call collect (403) 495-3028 

Southern Alberta 
Advisory Services 
Box 2390, Station M 
Room 245 
220-4th Avenue South East 
Calgary, Alberta 
T2P3C1 
Local calls: 292-6717 
Toll free service: 1-800-472-9708 

British Columbia and the Yukon 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 3rd Floor 
Federal Building, Sinclair Centre 
757 West Hastings Street 
Suite 440F 
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 3C9 
Local calls: 666-3691 
Toll free service: South and Central 
B.C. 1-800-663-1551; 
Yukon and Northern B.C. 
Zenith 08913 
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