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The Daily, April 11, 1988 

Major Releases 

Monthly Sales of New Motor Vehicles, Canada, Unadjusted and 
Seasonally Adjusted, in Units, 1986-88 

New Motor Vehicle Sales 
February 1988 

Highlights 

Seasonally Adjusted Sales 

• Adjusted for seasonal fluctuations and the 
number of trading days, preliminary esti-
mates indicate that sales of all new motor 
vehicles totalled 123,000 units in February 
1988, a decrease of 3.2% from the revised 
January 1988 level of 127,000 units. In 
February, lower sales were posted for both 
passenger cars (-2.8%) and commercial 
vehicles (-3.9%). 

• The 3.2% decrease in the sales of new motor 
vehicles in February 1988 followed a 
modest increase of 0.9% in January. Sales 
declined in three of the last six months, 
resulting in no overall growth during the 
September 1987 to February 1988 period. 

• On an origin basis, sales of North American 
passenger cars recorded a decrease of 2.2% 
in February 1988 to a level of 56,000 units, 
while imported passenger cars declined by 
4.1% to a level of 29,000 units. The 
decrease in February for imported passen-
ger car sales followed a gain of 5.3% in 
January, whereas North American passen-
ger car sales decreased for the third consec-
utive month. 

(continued on page 3) 
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Unadjusted Sales 

• Sales of all new motor vehicles totalled 
103,000 units in February 1988, up 1.4% 
over the February 1987 level. Commercial 
vehicle sales advanced by 6.2%, the seventh 
consecutive monthly year-over-year in-
crease, while passenger car sales recorded a 
decrease of 0.8%. 

• Unit sales of imported passenger cars rose 
0.8% from their level in February 1987 as 
increases in Japanese car sales (+7.5%) 
and in imported cars from other countries 
(+15.4%) offset a sales decrease by South 
Korean cars (-42.7%). Sales of North 
American passenger cars decreased 1.5%. 

• The Japanese share of the Canadian 
passenger car market rose to 22.6% in 
February 1988 from 20.9% a year earlier. 
This gain was mainly at the expense of 
overseas manufacturers from other coun-
tries, as their market share declined to 
9.2% from 10.4% in February 1987. 

• Seven provinces registered higher unit 
sales of motor vehicles in February 1988 
compared to February 1987. Decreases 
were recorded in Manitoba (-9.0%), Saskat-
chewan (-4.6%) and Ontario (-1.7%). 

• For the first two months of 1988, total new 
motor vehicle sales increased 4.0% from the 
same period last year to 192,000 units. 
Sales of imported passenger cars were up 
3.4% to 42,000 units, while domestic car 
sales were up 1.1% to 87,000 units. Com-
mercial vehicle sales totalled 63,000 units 
during this period, up 8.7% from a year 
earlier. 

Terms of Note to Users: 

North American vehicles: motor vehicles 
manufactured or assembled in North America. 
These vehicles may be built by domestic or 
foreign-owned companies. 

Imported vehicles: motor vehicles manu-
factured or assembled overseas and marketed 
in Canada by domestic or foreign-owned 
companies. 

MCD: 5 The MCD (months of cyclical dom-
inance) represents the number of months over 
which a change in the seasonally adjusted 
series must move in a given direction before 
one can be reasonably certain that the trend-
cycle of that series also has moved in the given 
direction. 

(see table on page 4) 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 64. 

The February 1988 issue of New Motor 
Vehicle Sales (63-007, $9/$90) will be available 
the third week of May. See "How to Order 
Publications". 

For more detailed information on this 
release, contact Roger Laplante (613-951-3549), 
Retail Trade Section, Industry Division. 
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New Motor Vehicle Sales - Canada 
February 1988 

November 
1987 ,  

December 
1987r 

January 
1988 ,  

February 
1988P 

Seasonally adjusted data 

Units 
% Change 

Units 
% Change 

Units 
% Change 

Units 
% Change 

Total new motor vehicles 133,636 126,313 127,494 123,441 
1.5 -5.5 0.9 -3.2 

Passenger cars by origin: 

North America 60,372 58,280 57,596 56,325 
1.5 -3.5 -1.2 -2.2 

Overseas 30,987 28,561 30,074 28,854 
2.2 -7.8 5.3 -4.1 

Total 91,359 86,841 87,670 85,179 
1.7 -4.9 1.0 -2.8 

Commercial vehicles 42,277 39,472 39,824 38,262 
1.0 -6.6 0.9 -3.9 

February Change January- Change 
1988 1988/87r February 1988/87r  

1988 

Units Units  

Unadjusted sales 

Total new motor vehicles 102,919 1.4 191,942 4.0 

Passenger cars by origin: 

North America 47,510 -1.5 86,689 1.1 
Japan 15,780 7.5 29,702 15.9 
Other countries 

(Including South Korea) 6,383 -12.5 12,653 -17.4 
(South Korea) (2,011) (-42.7) (4,206) (-46.1) 

Total 69,673 -0.8 129,044 1.8 

Commercial vehicles by origin: 

North America 30,031 8.1 56,947 10.1 
Overseas 3,215 -8.9 5,951 -2.5 

Total 33,246 6.2 62,898 8.7 

Page 4 



Note to Users 
With the release of the December 1987 pre-
liminary estimate of labour income, monthly 
revisions have been made back to July 1987. 

These revisions affected only the Canada 
aggregates of labour income, supplementary 
labour income, and wages and salaries and 
have not been applied to the industrial or 
provincial detail. Consequently, small differ-
ences exist between the summation of the in-
dustries and/or provinces when compared to the 
Canada totals. 

These inconsistencies will be corrected in 
the upcoming annual revision of the labour 
income estimates, the results of which will be 
released in early July 1988. 

For further information regarding these 
revised estimates, please call Ed Bunko (613-
951-4048) or Georgette Gauthier (613-
951-4051), Labour Income Section, Labour 
Division. 

In the service-producing industries, the 
year-over-year growth rate in wages and 
salaries was 6.1%, slightly larger than the 5.7% 
shown in December 1987. Health and welfare 
services had the highest growth rate (+7.2%), 
followed by finance, insurance and real estate 
(+ 7.0%). The yearly rate of change for educa-
tion and related services and federal admini-
stration showed decelerations compared to the 
previous month. 

At the provincial level, the yearly rate of 
change in wages and salaries increased or 
showed little change from the previous month 
except for Newfoundland and British Columbia 
which declined. 

(see table on page 6) 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 1791 and 
1792. 

The January-March 1988 issue of Estimates 
of Labour Income (72-005, $17.25/$69) will be 
available in August. See "How to Order Publi-
cations". 

For more detailed information on this 
release, contact Georgette Gauthier (613-
951-4051), Labour Income Section, Labour 
Division. 

The Daily, April 11, 1988 

• 
Estimates of Labour Income 
January 1988 

The January 1988 preliminary estimate of 
labour income, which represents approximately 
50% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in the 
National Income and Expenditure Accounts, 
was estimated at $24.2 billion, a gain of 6.8% 
from January 1987. The January 1988 
increase is similar to the 6.7% annual change 
for 1987. 

Seasonally Adjusted 
The seasonally adjusted estimate of wages and 
salaries! for January 1988 increased by 0.8% 
from the previous month. In 1987, the month-
to-month increases in wages and salaries were 
between 0.2% (November) and 0.8% (May and 
October). 

In the goods-producing industries, the 
estimate of wages and salaries increased by 
0.3% from December 1987. Led by mining 
(1.3%), all industries within this group showed 
increases with the exception of forestry which 
declined (-0.6%). 

• In the service-producing industries, the 
estimate of wages and salaries increased by 
0.5% in January 1988 from the previous month. 
All industries within this group increased - 
especially trade (+1.0%) and finance, insur-
ance and real estate (+ 1.2%) - or showed little 
change, except for federal and local administra-
tions which decreased. 

On a provincial basis, the seasonally 
adjusted estimates of wages and salaries 
showed changes of less than 1% with the 
exception of Nova Scotia (+1.2%), Ontario 
(+ 1.0%) and Saskatchewan (+1.1%). 

Unadjusted for Seasonal Varia tion 
On a year-over-year basis, the January 1988 
estimate of wages and salaries in the goods-
producing industries rose by 7.9% from 
January 1987, similar to the 8.1% shown in 
December 1987. This increase was mainly due 
to the strong growth rates in manufacturing 
(+ 8.2%) and construction (+ 8.9%). 

1 	Wages and salaries account for 90% of labour income. 

• 
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Wages and Salaries and Supplementary Labour Income 
(millions of dollars) 

January 
1988 P 

December 
1987 r  

November 
1987e 

January 
1987 

Unadjusted for seasonal variation 

Agriculture, fishing and trapping 107.9 153.6 165.4 104.0 
Forestry 146.9 146.6 171.6 144.1 
Mines, quarries and oil wells 562.9 550.2 548.5 532.6 
Manufacturing industries 4,646.2 4,630.5 4,622.1 4,294.5 
Construction industry 1,097.6 1,194.3 1,361.6 1,008.2 
Transportation, communications and 

other utilities 2,208.6 2,198.3 2,223.1 2,095.1 
Trade 3,063.1 3,143.1 3,078.4 2,867.4 
Finance, insurance and real estate 1,773.1 1,743.7 1,759.8 1,657.2 
Commercial and personal service 2,821.0 2,834.6 2,875.1 2,648.5 
Education and related services 1,987.8 1,963.8 2,015.8 1,867.3 
Health and welfare se rvices 1,586.7 1,591.2 1,586.9 1,480.0 
Federal administration and other 

government offices 745.0 760.1 741.9 734.0 
Provincial administration 550.7 560.3 568.9 537.0 
Local administration 469.3 485.5 479.4 444.8 
Total wages and salaries 21,808.1 21,997.3 22,204.6 20,414.7 
Supplementary labour income 2,412.6 2,436.0 2,458.5 2,257.2 
Labour income 24,220.7 24,433.2 24,663.1 22,671.9 

Adjusted for seasonal variation 

Agriculture, fishing and trapping 189.0 195.2 183.8 185.1 
Forestry 162.2 163.2 164.8 156.7 
Mines, quarries and oil wells 559.8 552.8 547.3 532.2 
Manufacturing industries 4,731.6 4,714.0 4,636.4 4,389.6 
Construction industry 1,329.2 1,322.9 1,323.0 1,222.9 
Transportation, communications and 

other utilities 2,232.7 2,223.9 2,223.9 2,122.1 
Trade 3,079.8 3,049.2 3,047.3 2,892.4 
Finance, insurance and real estate 1,787.6 1,765.9 1,774.9 1,671.7 
Commercial and personal service 2,906.1 2,895.6 2,892.6 2,728.0 
Education and related se rvices 1,932.1 1,927.2 1,944.6 1,816.6 
Health and welfare services 1,595.8 1,595.1 1,596.7 1,515.0 
Federal administration and other 

government offices 763.2 768.2 754.0 746.5 
Provincial administration 577.8 574.8 576.6 557.0 
Local administration 479.6 483.2 483.0 451.0 
Total wages and salaries 22,504.3 22,327.9 22,246.0 20,998.4 
Supplementary labour income 2,486.2 2,469.1 2,460.1 2,324.7 
Labour income 24,990.4 24,797.0 24,706.0 23,323.1 

P Preliminary estimates. 
r  Revised estimates. 
f Final estimates. 
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Farm Product Price Index (1981 = 100) 

1983 
	

1984 
	

1985 
	

1986 
	

1987 
	

1988 

• Farm Product Price Index 
February 1988 

The Farm Product Price Index (1981 = 100) for 
Canada stood at 88.5 in February, up 0.3% from 
the revised January level of 88.2. This was the 
third consecutive increase in the index 
following five monthly decreases. Higher crop 
and livestock prices contributed to the monthly 
increase in the overall index. On a year-over-
year basis, though, the index still stood 0.8% 
below the year-earlier level of 89.2. 

The percentage changes in the index 
between January and February 1988 by 
province were as follows: 

• Manitoba 0.9% 
• Saskatchewan -0.1% 
• Alberta -0.7% 
• British Columbia 0.3% 
• Canada 0.3% 

Livestock and Animal Products 
The total livestock and animal products index 
increased 0.4% in February 1988. Higher 
prices for hogs, eggs and milk offset lower cattle 
prices, while those for poultry showed little 
change. Despite the increase in February 1988, 
the index has fallen 5.3% from the record level 
reached in August 1987. 

• 
• Newfoundland 2.1% 
• Prince Edward Island 2.9% 
• Nova Scotia 1.5% 
• New Brunswick 1.5% 
• Quebec 0.5% 
• Ontario 0.5% 

Hog prices rose 4.9% in February. Asso-
ciated with the price increase was adverse 
weather conditions in the midwestern part 
of the United States that disrupted the 
movement of hogs to market. Although the 
index increased in February, it stood 30% 
below the level reached in June 1987. 

(continued on page 8) 
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• The egg index rose 1.0% in February to 
105.1, largely due to an increase in prices 
set by the Canadian Egg Marketing Agency 
on January 31, 1988. Higher feed costs, the 
major component of the cost of production 
formula for eggs, were the cause of the egg 
price increase. The egg index was 1.8% 
above its year-earlier level, and has not 
fallen for six months. 

• The dairy index increased 0.6% as a result 
of higher industrial milk and cream prices. 
The cost of production formula, which is 
used to determine the target price for 
industrial milk and cream, indicated an 
increase for February. This formula was 
revised effective February 1 and replaced 
the former returns adjustment formula that 
had been in place since 1975. 

Crops 
The crops index increased slightly in February 
and stood at 63.0. Prices for crops have been 
relatively steady since August 1987, at around 
the level set in February 1978. Oilseed and 
potato prices rose in February while cereal 
prices decreased. 

• The potato index increased for the third 
consecutive month due to higher prices for 
table, processing and seed potatoes. After 
falling 43% between July and November, 
the index has risen 12.1% during the past 
three months, but remained 16.8% below 
its year-earlier level. Processing potato 
prices have been trending upward for 
several months and, more recently, table 
potato prices have also been rising. 

• The oilseeds index increased 0.6% in 
February to a level of 90.3. The index has 
risen 25% since September 1987 and, with 
the increase in February 1988 was at its 
highest point since March 1986. 

User Note 
The index is designed to measure changes in 
prices received by producers when ownership of 
a commodity first changes hands. Prices used 
in the index for Western wheat, oats and barley 
sold to the Canadian Wheat Board prior to 
August 1986 are final prices. Beginning in 
August 1986, initial prices are used and 
therefore exclude any forthcoming adjustment 
or final payments. Sub-indexes for livestock, 
crops and their components are also available 
on a provincial basis. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 176. 

The February issue of Farm Product Price 
Index (62-003, $6.50/$65) is scheduled for 
release April 27. See "How to Order Publica-
tions". 

For more detailed information on this 
release, contact Paul Murray (613-951-2437), 
Farm Income and Prices Section, Agriculture 
Division. 
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• Data Availability Announcements 

• 

Steel Pipe and Tubing 
February 1988 

Steel pipe and tubing production for February 
1988 totalled 148 354 tonnes, an increase of 
35.2% from the 109 741r (revised figure) tonnes 
produced a year earlier. 

Year-to-date production totalled 293 908 
tonnes, up 35.4% from the 217 007r tonnes 
produced during the same period in 1987. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 35. 

The February 1988 issue of Steel Pipe and 
Tubing (41-011, $4.50/$45) is scheduled to be 
released the week of April 18. See "How to 
Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this 
release, contact Gerry Barrett (613-951-3515), 
Industry Division. • 

Industrial Chemicals and Synthetic 
Resins 
February 1988 

Canadian chemical firms produced 115 210 
tonnes of polyethylene synthetic resins in 
February 1988, an increase of 29.1% from the 
89 214r tonnes produced in February 1987. 

January to February 1988 production 
totalled 236 329 tonnes, up 18.4% from 199 540r 
tonnes produced during the same period in 
1987. 

Data are also available on Canadian 
production of three other types of synthetic 
resins and 28 industrial chemicals for February 
1988, February 1987 and corresponding 
cumulative figures. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 951. 

The February 1988 issue of Industrial 
Chemicals and Synthetic Resins (46-002, 
$5/$50) is scheduled to be released April 29. 

For more detailed information on this 
release, contact Raj Sehdev (613-951-3513), 
Industry Division. 

Particleboard, Waferboard and 
Hardboard 
February 1988 

Canadian firms produced 137 081 cubic metres 
of waferboard in February 1988, an increase of 
23.2% from the 111 246 cubic metres produced 
a year earlier. Particleboard production 
reached 109 629 cubic metres in February 
1988, up 12.3% from 97 623r cubic metres the 
previous year. Production of hardboard for 
February 1988 was 3 735 thousand square 
metres, basis 3.175 mm (40,206 thousand 
square feet, basis 1/8-inch), an increase of 
14.4% from the 3 264 thousand square metres, 
basis 3.175 mm (35,137 thousand square feet 
basis 1/8-inch) of hardboard produced in 
February 1987. 

Production of waferboard during the first 
two months of 1988 totalled 270 879 cubic 
metres, up 25.6% from the 215 718 cubic metres 
produced during the same period a year earlier. 
Particleboard production was 207 183 cubic 
metres, up 3.0% from the 201 225r cubic metres 
in January to February 1987. Year-to-date 
production of hardboard reached 6 880 thou-
sand square metres, basis 3.175mm (74,062 
thousand square feet, basis 1/8-inch), up 22.6% 
from the 5 613 thousand square metres, basis 
3.175mm (60,421 thousand square feet, basis 
1/8-inch) for the same period in 1987. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 31 (series 2, 3 
and 4) and 122 (series 8 and 34). 

The February 1988 issue of Particleboard, 
Waferboard and Hardboard (36-003, $4.50/$45) 
is scheduled to be released the week of April 18. 
See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this 
release, contact Jacques Lepage (613-
951-3516), Industry Division. 
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Publications Released 

Fruit and Vegetable Preservation Service 
Bulletin, Vol. 16, No. 8, Pack of Processed 
Beans, Green and Wax, 1987. 
Catalogue number 32-023 
(Canada: $7/$115; Other Countries: $8/$125). 

Production, Shipments and Stocks on 
Hand of Sawmills East of the Rockies, 
December 1987. Catalogue number 35-002 
(Canada: $9/$90; Other Countries: $10/$100). 

Electric Lamps, January 1988. 
Catalogue number 43-009 
(Canada: $4.50/$45; Other Countries: 
$5.50/$55). 

Electric Lamps, February 1988. 
Catalogue number 43-009 
(Canada: $4.50/$45; Other Countries: 
$5.50/$55). 

Oil Pipe Line Transport, December 1987. 
Catalogue number 55-001 
(Canada: $9/$90; Other Countries: $10/$100). 

Education Statistics Bulletin, Vol. 10, No. 1, 
Continuing Education in Canadian 
Universities, 1985-86. 
Catalogue number 81-002 
(Canada: $4.50/$45; Other Countries: 
$5.50/$55). 

Profiles - Census Tracts - Lethbridge: Part 
1, 1986 Census. Catalogue number 95-123 
(Canada: $20; Other Countries: $21). 

Profiles - Census Tracts - Oshawa: Part 1, 
1986 Census. Catalogue number 95-133 
(Canada: $20; Other Countries: $21). 

Profiles - Census Tracts - Prince George: 
Part 1, 1986 Census. 
Catalogue number 95-139 
(Canada: $20; Other Countries: $21). 

Profiles - Census Tracts - Sault Ste. Marie: 
Part 1, 1986 Census. 
Catalogue number 95-155 
(Canada: $20; Other Countries: $21). 

Profiles - Census Tracts - Sudbury: Part 1, 
1986 Census. Catalogue number 95-159 
(Canada: $20; Other Countries: $21). 

How to Order Publications 
Statistics Canada publications may be pur-
chased by mail order from Publication Sales, 
Room 1710, Main Building, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa KIA OT6 or phone 613-951-7276. 

Please enclose cheque or money order payable 
to the Receiver General for 
Canada/Publications and provide full 
information on publications required 
(catalogue number, title, issue). 

Publications may also be ordered through 
Statistics Canada's offices in St. John's, 
Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Sturgeon Falls, 
Toronto, Winnipeg,  Regina,  Edmonton, 
Calgary and Vancouver, or from authorized 
bookstore agents or other booksellers. 

A national toll-free telephone order service is 
now in operation at Statistics Canada. The 
toll-free line (1-800-267-6677) can be used by 
Canadian customers for the ordering of 
Statistics Canada products and services. 
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