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The Daily, May 19, 1988 

Major Release 

Work Absences and Compensation 
1979-1986 

In 1986, 84% of the nearly one million people 
who were off work for at least two weeks 
because of illness, accident or pregnancy 
received some type of financial compensation 
for the absence. 

"Work Absences and Compensation, 1979-
1986", is the feature article in the April issue of 
The Labour Force (71-001). The study reviews 
data collected by the annual Absence from 
Work Survey. 

Highlights include: 

• Almost half of the 955,000 absences of two 
or more weeks in 1986 were the result of 
illnesses. Accidents accounted for 32% and 
pregnancy for 20%. 

• The most common form of compensation for 
absences resulting from an illness or 
accident was pay from the employer. In 
1986, 35% of all workers compensated for 
their absence received full .  or partial pay 
from their employer. 

• Workers' compensation was reported by 
28% of persons who were compensated for 
an absence of two weeks or more in 1986; it 
was received by a much higher proportion 
of men (39%) than women (11%). In 
contrast, women were more likely than 
men to receive unemployment insurance 
benefits due to illness or accident. Of those 
compensated in 1986, 18% of the women 
but only 11% of the men received 
unemployment insurance. 

• About 194,000 women were absent from 
their job in 1986 because of pregnancy, and 
173,000 received some compensation. 
Unemployment insurance was by far the 
most common form of compensation: over 
90% of all compensated women reported 
these benefits. Over the eight years under 
study, pregnancy absences lasting more 
than 11 weeks were more likely to be 
compensated (90%) than those lasting two 
to 11 weeks (69%). 

• Among persons who were with the same 
employer all year, a higher proportion of 
full-time workers were compensated than 
part-time workers (93% compared to 64%), 
based on eight-year averages. 

• Quebec experienced the highest proportion 
of paid workers absent for at least two 
weeks because of illness or accident: an 
average of 7.6% in the years 1979-1986, 
compared to the Canadian average of 6.3%. 
The likelihood of receiving compensation 
was also highest in Quebec (88% compared 
to 82% at the Canada level). The lowest 
proportion of prolonged absences was in 
Newfoundland (4.0%) while Alberta had 
the lowest proportion of workers com-
pensated for their absence (75%). 

• In Quebec, group insurance plans were the 
most common form of compensation for 
illness or accident of two or more weeks; of 
those compensated, 34% reported receiving 
such benefits. In other regions of Canada, 
pay from the employer was the most 
common type of compensation. 

The April issue of The Labour Force 
(71-001, $22/$220) is now available. See "How 
to Order Publications". 

For further detailed information 
concerning this release, contact Heather 
Clemenson (613-951-0178) or Jean-Marc 
Lévesque (613-951-9732), Labour and 
Household Surveys Analysis Division. 

Note: 

The April issue also has a short article entitled 
"Women Wanting Work, But Not Looking Due 
to Child Care Demands". It looks at mothers of 
children under 16•years who,wo -uld like to work 
but feel unable to seek;work for reasons related 
to child care. The information is taken from the 
Survey of Job Opportunities conducted in 
March 1988. For further information 
concerning the article contact Ernest B. 
Akyeampong (613-95).-4624), Labour and 
Household Surveys Analysis Division. 
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Data Availability Announcements 
Telephone Statistics 
February 1988 

Canada's 13 major telephone systems reported 
monthly revenues of $966.0 million in 
February 1988, up 9.9% from February 1987. 

Operating expenses were $655.1 million, an 
increase of 12.6% over February 1987. Net  
operating revenue was $311.0 million, an 
increase of 14.7% over February 1987. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 355. 

The February 1988 issue of Telephone 
Statistics (56-002, $7.50/$75), is scheduled for 
release the week of May 30. See "How to Order 
Publications". 

For more detailed information on this 
release, contact J.R. Slattery (613-951-2205), 
Services Division. 

Passenger Bus and Urban Transit 
Statistics 
March 1988 

In March 1988, a total of 70 Canadian urban 
transit systems with gross annual total 
operating revenues of $500,000 or more 
(subsidies included) carried 144,074,009 fare 
passengers, an increase of 12.3% from the 
previous month. Operating revenues totalled 
$97,822,155 - up 10.0% from February 1988. 

During the same period, 20 passenger bus 
carriers earning $500,000 or more annually 
from intercity and rural bus operations carried 
1,670,525 fare passengers, up 9.9% from the 
previous month. Earnings for these carriers 
totalled $17,328,961 - a 9.0% increase from 
February 1988 operating revenues. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 351 and 352. 

The March 1988 issue of Passenger Bus and 
Urban Transit Statistics (53-003, $6.50/$65) 
will be available the first week of June. See 
"How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this 
release, contact Angus McLean (613-951-2484), 
Transportation Division. 

Steel Ingots 
Week Ending May 14, 1988 

Preliminary estimates indicate that Canadian 
steel ingot production for the week ending May 
14, 1988 totalled 302 811 tonnes, a decrease of 
3.2% from the preceding week's total of 312 680 
tonnes but up 4.8% from the year-earlier level 
of 288 970 tonnes. 

The cumulative total in 1988 was 5 672 078 
tonnes, an increase of 1.3% from 5 596 665 
tonnes for the same period in 1987. 

For more detailed information on this 
release, contact Gerry Barrett (613-951-3515), 
Industry Division. 

Tobacco Products 
April 1988 

Canadian tobacco product firms produced 
4,346,297,000 cigarettes in April 1988, a 1.9% 
decrease from the 4,429,694,000 cigarettes 
manufactured during the same period in 1987. 
Production for January to April 1988 totalled 
19,068,625,000 cigarettes, down from 
19,271,923,000 cigarettes for the corresponding 
period in 1987. 

Domestic sales in April 1988 totalled 
3,799,028,000 cigarettes, an increase of 32.8% 
over the April 1987 amount of 2,861,237,000 
cigarettes. Year-to-date sales in 1988 totalled 
15,510,944,000 cigarettes, up 2.7% from the 
1987 cumulative amount of 15,105,570,000 
cigarettes. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 46. 

The April 1988 issue of Production and 
Disposition of Tobacco Products (32-022, 
$4.50/$45) is scheduled to be released the week 
of May 30. See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this 
release, contact Brian Preston (613-951-3511), 
Industry Division. 
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Publications Released 
Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics, 
January 1988. Catalogue number 25-001 
(Canada: $5.50/$55; Other Countries: 
$6.50/$65). 

Shipments of Solid Fuel-burning Heating 
Products, Quarter Ended March 1988. 
Catalogue number 25-002 
(Canada: $4.25/$17; Other Countries: 
$5.25/$21). 

Fruit and Vegetable Preservation Service 
Bulletin, Vol. 16, No. 13, Pack of Processed 
Pumpkin and Squash, 1987. 
Catalogue number 32-023 
(Canada: $7/$115; Other Countries: $8/125). 

Particleboard, Waferboard and 
Hardboard, January 1988. 
Catalogue number 36-003 
(Canada: $4.50/$45; Other Countries: 
$5.50/$55). 

Particleboard, Waferboard and 
Hardboard, February 1988. 
Catalogue number 36-003 
(Canada: $4.50/$45; Other Countries: 
$5.50/$55). 

Specified Domestic Electrical Appliances, 
March 1988. Catalogue number 43-003 
(Canada: $4.50/$45; Other Countries: 
$5.50/$55). 

Financial Institutions — Financial 
Statistics, Fourth Quarter 1987. 
Catalogue number 61-006 
(Canada: $40/$160; Other Countries: 
$41.50/$166). 

Consumer Price Index, April 1988. 
Catalogue number 62-001 
(Canada: $8.50/$85; Other Countries: 
$9.50/$95). 
To be released Friday, May 20 at 7:00 a.m. 

Exports by Country, January-December 
1987. Catalogue number 65-003 
(Canada: $75/$300; Other Countries: 
$85/$340). 

The Labour Force,  April 1988. 
Catalogue number 71-001 
(Canada: $22/$220; Other Countries: 
$24/$240). 

How to Order Publications 

Statistics Canada publications may be pur-
chased by mail order from Publication Sales, 
Room 1710, Main Building, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa K1 A OT6 or phone 613-951-7276. 

Please enclose cheque or money order payable 
to the Receiver General for 
Canada/Publications and provide full 
information on publications required 
(catalogue number, title, issue). 

Publications may also be ordered through 
Statistics Canada's offices in St. John's, 
Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Sturgeon Falls, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, 
Calgary and Vancouver, or from authorized 
bookstore agents or other booksellers. 

A national toll-free telephone order service is 
now in operation at Statistics Canada. The 
toll-free line (1-800-267-6677) can be used by 
Canadian customers for the ordering of 
Statistics Canada products and services. 
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