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• Help-Wanted Index, December 1990  
The seasonally adjusted Help-wanted Index remained unchanged at 85  
in December.  

• Results of Short-term Expectations Survey  
Another set of forecasts of a small group of economists is released. 
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Help-wanted Index 
December 1990 

The Help-wanted Index serves as an early indicator of 
the demand for labour by monitoring changes in the 
number of help-wanted ads published in 20 major 
metropolitan areas. 

Help-wanted Index, Canada 
(1981 = 100) 
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Highlights — Seasonally Adjusted 

• The Help-wanted Index for Canada (1981 = 100) 
remained unchanged at 85 in December. This 
level is down 38.0% as compared with December 
1989. 

Changes by region: 

• Between November and December 1990, the 
seasonally adjusted Help- wanted Index increased 
10.2% in the Atlantic provinces (to 140 from 127), 
9.6% in Ontario (to 80 from 73) and 3.0% in 
Quebec (to 104 from 101). The index decreased 
7.4% in British Columbia (to 87 from 94), and it 
remained unchanged at 70 in the Prairie 
provinces. 

Note to users: 

Seasonally adjusted data include irregular components 
which can obscure the short-term trend. While these data 
are useful for examining month-to-month changes in the 
Help-wanted Index, smoothed seasonally adjusted data or 
trend-cycle estimates are also provided for readers 
interested in the longer-term trend. Trend-cycle estimates 
for the Iwo most recent months are not shown because 
they can change significantly as new data become 
available. 

• As compared with December 1989, the Help-
wanted Index decreased in all regions, falling 
46.7% in Ontario, 34.0% in British Columbia, 
32.0% in Quebec, 21.3% in the Prairie provinces, 
and 14.6% in the Atlantic provinces. 

Highlights — Longer-term Trend 

• The Canada trend-cycle estimate continued to 
decrease in October 1990. After having reached a 
peak in March 1989, the estimate has been 
declining without interruption since August of last 
year. 

• The long-term trend is downward in all regions. 
However, the start of the decrease in the trend-
cycle estimates varied considerably across the 
country. With reference to October 1990, the 
estimate has been declining for consecutive 
months as follows: 21 months in Ontario, 17 
months in Quebec, 15 months in the Atlantic 
provinces, and nine months both in the Prairie 
provinces and British Columbia. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 105 (levels 5 and 7). 

For further information, contact André Picard 
(613-951-4045) or Horst Stiebert (613-951-4044), 
Labour Division (FAX: 613-951-4087). ❑  
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• 	Help-wanted Index (1981 = 100), Canada and Regions 

Year and month Canada Atlantic 
Region 

Quebec 	 Ontario Prairie 
Region 

British 
Columbia 

1989 

Seasonally Adjusted 

December 137 164 153 	 150 89 132 

1990 

January 139 183 159 	 145 83 131 
February 130 173 143 	 139 89 121 
March 134 186 149 	 135 89 129 
April 131 181 145 	 128 91 138 
Mày 124 158 148 	 120 87 117 
June 120 168 143 	 112 80 121 
July 114 187 122 	 109 83 119 
August 115 162 127 	 110 78 123 
September 107 164 114 	 102 79 119 
October 94 136 110 	 88 72 99 
November 85 127 101 	 73 70 94 
December 85 140 104 	 80 70 87 

Trend -cycle 

1989 

October 149 192 167 	 156 91 131 
November 145 186 162 	 153 91 132 
December 140 181 157 	 149 90 132 

1990 

January 137 179 152 	 145 90 132 
February 135 177 149 	 139 89 129 
March 132 175 147 	 132 88 126 
April 128 173 144 	 126 87 123 
May 124 169 143 	 120 85 121 
June 120 166 137 	 115 83 120 
July 115 164 130 	 110 80 119 
August 109 156 121 	 103 78 116 
September 103 153 115 	 97 76 109 
OctoberP 97 148 110 	 91 73 103 

P 	Preliminary. • 
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Short-term Expectations Survey 
Statistics Canada releases this month another set of 
results for the short-term expectations survey. We 
publish this time mean forecasts for December 1990 
(November for the trade balance), a few days before 
the releases of the actual numbers. 

• For the consumer price index, the mean forecast 
for December is a 5.1% year-over-year increase, 
with minimum and maximum values of 4.8% and 
5.6%, respectively. In the past, estimates for this 
series showed a slight positive bias, but for July 
and November 1990 the mean forecast coincided 
with the actual numbers. 

• The mean forecast for the unemployment rate of 
December is 9.2%. A slight underestimation 
occurred in the last two months when the actual 
unemployment rate went from 8.4% in September 
to 9.1% in November 1990 (forecasts for 
September, October and November were 8.4%, 
8.6% and 9.0%, respectively). 

• The survey shows $862 million as the mean 
forecast for the trade balance of November. The 
average monthly balance forecast from March to 
November 1990 was $731 million; however the 
average revised balance of the actual number 
was $990 million for the period March to October 
1990. 

For a complete set of tables or more information 
concerning this survey, contact Diane Lachapelle 
(613-951-0568) or Christian Lajule (613-951-3351). • 

Estimates vs. Actual 
Consumer Price Index 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Work Injuries Statistics 
1989 

In 1989, the 11 Workers' Compensation Boards 
reported 620,979 work-related injuries or illnesses 
which required workers to take time o ff  work to 
recover. This number is virtually unchanged from the 
previous year. 

Highlights 

• Of the total number of injuries and illnesses 
reported, the most frequent injuries were sprains 
and strains (42%), contusions, crushings and 
bruises (17%) and cuts, lacerations and 
punctures (12%). 

• The part  of body most frequently injured was the 
back (27%), followed by the wrist, hand or fingers 
(22%) and the ankle, foot or toes (10%). 

• Working surfaces (including floors, ramps and 
platforms) and bodily motion (12% each) were the 
most frequent sources of injury. Next were metal 
items (11%) such as nails, nuts, bolts, metal 
plates and rods. 

• Most frequently, the injury was caused by over-
exertion (28%), a worker being struck by an 
object (17%) and falls (14%). 

Variables available for user-defined tabulations are: 

• province, sex, age and occupation of the injured 
worker 

• industry of the employer 
• nature of injury (for example, amputations) 
• part  of body injured 
• source of injury (for example, chemicals) 
• type of accident (for example, falls) 

Order the fifth issue of the annual publication, 
Work Injuries, 1987-1989 (72-208, $23), to be 
released in January 1991, or call Joanne Proulx (613-
951-4040) or Horst Stiebert (613-951-4044), Labour 
Division. • 

Coal and Coke Statistics 
October 1990 

Highlights 

• Canadian production of coal totalled 6 304 
kilotonnes in October 1990, down 0.9% from the 
corresponding month last year. The year-to-date 
production figure stands at 57 016 kilotonnes, 
down 2.7%. 

• Exports in October rose 27.8% from October 
1989 to 3 056 kilotonnes while imports fell 29.2% 
to 1 119 kilotonnes. Cumulative figures for the 
year show exports of 26 915 kilotonnes, 0.6% 
below last year's level. 

• Due to a strike in the steel industry, coke 
production figures are not available until further 
notice. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 9. 

The October 1990 issue of Coal and Coke 
Statistics (45-002, $9/$90) will be available the third 
week of January. See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Dave Madsen (613-951-9823), Energy 
Section, Industry Division. • 

Book Publishing Industry 
1988 Annual Survey of Manufactures 

In 1988, the value of shipments and other revenue for 
the book publishing industry (SIC 2831) totalled 
$989.8 million, up 18.7% from $834.0 million in 1987. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 5500. 

The data for this industry will be released in 
catalogue 36-251, $35. 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact 	Bob Wright (613-951-3514), Industry 
Division. 	 • 
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Other Publishing Industries 
1988 Annual Survey of Manufactures 

In 1988, the value of shipments and other revenue for 
the other publishing industries (SIC 2839) totalled 
$1,360.7 million, up 13.7% from $1,197.0 million in 
1987. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 5501. 

The data for this industry will be released in 
catalogue 36-251, $35. 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact 	Bob Wright (613-951-3514), Industry 
Division. 	 • 
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How to Order Publications 

Statistics Canada publications may be purchased by 
mail order from Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main 
Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6 or phone 
613-951-7277. 

Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the 
Receiver General for Canada/Publications and provide 
full information on publications required (catalogue 
number, title, issue). 

Publications may also be ordered through Statistics 
Canada's offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, Calgary and 
Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore agents or other 
booksellers. 

A national toll-free telephone order service is in 
operation at Statistics Canada. The toll-free line 
(1-800-267-6677) can be used by Canadian customers 
for the ordering of Statistics Canada products and 
services. • 

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin for Statistical 
Information 

Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada: $120.00 annually; United States: US$144.00 annually; 
Other Countries: US$168.00 annually 

Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 3-N, R.H. Coats Bldg., O ttawa K1A OT6. 

Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-951-1116) 
Editor: Bonnie Williams (613-951-1103) 

Published under the authority of the Minister of Industry, Science and Technology. All rights 
reserved. No part  of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise without prior written permission of the Minister of Supply and Services Canada. • 
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED 

Agriculture Economic Statistics, December 1990. 
Catalogue Number 21-6O3E 
(Canada: $21.00/$42.00; United States: 
US$25.00/US$50.00; Other Countries: 
US$29.50/US$59.00). 

Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of 
Sawmills in British Columbia, October 1990. 
Catalogue number 35-003 
(Canada: $7.10/$71.00; United States: 
US$8.50/US$85.00; Other Countries: 
US$9.90/US$99.00). 

Air Cha rter Statistics, 1989. 
Catalogue number 51-207 
(Canada: $36.00; United States: US$43.00; Other 
Countries: US$50.00). 

Building Permits, October 1990. 
Catalogue number 64-001 
(Canada: $22.10/$221.00; United States: 
US$26.50/US$265.00; Other Countries: 
U S $30.90/U S$309.00) . 

Postcensal Estimates of Families, Canada, 
Provinces and Territories, June 1, 1990. 
Catalogue number 91-204 
(Canada: $17.00; United States: US$20.00; Other 
Countries: US$24.00). 
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