
Human Activity and the Environment  
1991  

Statistics Canada announces the release of Human Activity and the  
Environment 1991, the third edition of Statistics Canada's compendium  

of environmental statistics.  
Environmental issues are one of the most impo rtant Canadian  

concems. Human Activity and the Environment 1991 provides an  
authoritative source of information linking the human population and its  
socio-economic activity to the environment.  

The book contains 152 tables, 80 figures and 37 maps covering a  
wide range of topics. The value of this information for environmental  
analysis is increased by showing information for drainage basins and  
ecological zones.  

The third edition of Human Activity and the Environment  
(11-509E, $35) is now available. See "How to Order Publications".  

For further information on this release, contact Kirk Hamilton (613-
951-8585), Yvan Gervais (613-951-3833) or Doug Trant (613-
951-3765), Integration and Wealth Accounts Division.  
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MAJOR RELEASES  

• Human Activity and the Environment, 1991  
In 1989-90, all levels of government spent an estimated $6.4 billion  

on environmental activities.  

• Construction Union Wage Rate Index, August 1991  
The year-over-year rate of change in the Canada total Union Wage Rate Index  
for construction trades was 2.8% in August.  
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MAJOR RELEASES 

• 

Human Activity and the Environment 
1991 

Increasingly, human activities not only affect the 
environment but we are also dependent upon it for 
our continued well-being. New environmental 
legislation has been enacted, and many advisory 
bodies broaden the basis for environmental policies. 
At the same time, environmental education from 
kindergarten to university is increasing. 

Human Activity and the Environment 1991 
presents systematic, accessible and comprehensive 
information in a form applicable to environmental 
analysis. While the information focuses on the human 
activities which interact with the natural environment, 
it also provides information on the quality of the 
existing environment. 

Human Activity and the Environment 1991 
enhances existing socio-economic data for 
environmental analysis. The book contains new 
presentations on energy use and details showing 
industries' potential impact on the environment. The 
types of potential impact include: use of natural 
resources, use of potential contaminants, and 
intensity of energy use. 

An indication of the breadth of topics covered in 
Human Activity and the Environment 1991 follows: 

• The size and distribution of the population are 
major factors in determining its environmental 
impact. Ninety per cent of Canada's population is 
concentrated in 8.5% of its land area. In some 
areas, the population density is over 1,000 
persons per square kilometre. 

• The environment has direct benefits for the 
population: for example, the direct economic 
benefits of wildlife in 1987 are estimated at $6.1 
billion. 

• Mitigation of the effects of human activity on the 
environment also accounts for considerable 
economic activity. In 1989-90, all levels of 
government spent $6.4 billion on environmental 
activities. 

• Canada contains 10% of the world's productive 
forest (which provides employment for almost 
900,000 Canadians). The Boreal Forest of Canada 
amounts to one-third of the world total of this type 
of forest. 

• Sometimes the environment fights back. Between 
1983 and 1989, Canada had seven major 
earthquakes, 12 major storms and 17 major 
floods. As well as 40 deaths and 214 injuries, 
these natural disasters caused damages 
estimated at $469 million. 

The third edition of Human Activity and the 
Environment (11-509E, $35) is now available. See 
"How to Order Publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Kirk Hamilton (613-951-8585), Yvan Gervais (613-
951-3833) or Doug Trant (613-951-3765), Integration 
and Wealth Accounts Division. ❑  
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Distribution of Wetland, 1986 
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• Construction Union Wage Rate 
Index 
August 1991 

The Canada Total Union Wage Rate Index (including 
supplements) for construction trades (1986 = 100) 
remained unchanged in August from July's level of 
123.1. On a year-over-year basis, the composite 
index increased by 2.8%, the lowest rate of annual 
change recorded since June 1990. 

On a monthly basis, the index for Saint John 
increased slightly by 0.5% in August due to 
increments in the existing contracts for bricklayers 
and asbestos workers. 

On an annual basis, the largest increase in union 
wage rates for construction trades was observed for 

Toronto (6.6%), followed closely by Sudbury (6.0%) 
and Thunder Bay (5.9%). For the remaining cities, 
annual increases ranged between 0.7% in Edmonton 
and 5.8% in Windsor and Ottawa. The indexes for 
cities in Newfoundland, Quebec and British Columbia 
remained unchanged. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 956, 958 and 
2033-2038. 

The third qua rter 1991 issue of Construction Price 
Statistics (62-007, $181$72) will be available in 
December. See "How to Order Publications". 

For further information on this release, contact the 
Information and Current Analysis Unit (613-951-9607), 
Prices Division. 

Construction Union Wage Rate Indexes - Basic Rate plus Supplements 
August 1991 
(1986 = 100) 

% change 

August July August August 1991/ August 1991/ 
1991 1991 1990 July 1991 August 1990 

Canada 123.1 123.1 119.7 2.8 

St. John's 119.6 119.6 119.6 
Halifax 120.2 120.2 115.5 4.1 
Saint John 126.6 126.0 120.6 0.5 5.0 
Quebec City 124.1 124.1 124.1 
Chicoutimi 124.1 124.1 124.1 
Montreal 124.1 124.1 124.1 

Ottawa 133.4 133.4 126.1 5.8 
Toronto 136.4 136.4 127.9 6.6 
Hamilton 130.5 130.5 124.2 5.1 
St. Catharines 130.8 130.8 124.8 4.8 
Kitchener 129.1 129.1 124.6 3.6 
London 132.5 132.5 125.5 5.6 
Windsor 132.9 132.9 125.6 5.8 
Sudbury  134.0 134.0 126.4 6.0 
Thunder Bay 133.5 133.5 126.1 5.9 

Winnipeg 117.7 117.7 112.6 4.5 
Calgary  110.9 110.9 109.9 0.9 
Edmonton 108.8 108.8 108.0 0.7 
Vancouver 116.8 116.8 116.8 
Victoria 115.9 115.9 115.9 

- Nil or ze ro. • 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Department Store Sales by Province and 
Metropolitan Area 
August 1991 

Highlights 

• Department stores sales including concessions 
totalled $1,015 million in August 1991. After 
removing federal sales tax from the 1990 data and 
allowing for differences in trading days, 
department store sales decreased 8.9% from 
August 1990. Concessions sales totalled $70.5 
million, 6.9% of total department store sales. 

• Department store sales during August 1991 for 
the provinces and the 10 metropolitan areas 
surveyed were as follows: 

Department Store Sales including Concessions 

Province 

Note to Users: 

Department store sales estimates for 1991 exclude the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST), as well as provincial sales 
taxes. Prior to January 1991, sales data included the 
Federal Sales Tax (FST). Due to this change in indirect 
taxes, data for 1991 are not strictly comparable with those 
of previous years. For users interested in deriving 
comparable data, it is estimated that the amount of FST 
included in department store sales for Canada in 1990 
represented 3.5% of total sales. The reliability of this 
estimate does not permit adjustments at the provincial or 
metropolitan area level. 

Users should note that the year-over-year movement for 
Prince Edward Island has been affected by a major 
structural change. The comparisons should therefore be 
used with caution. 

Information' on department store sales and stocks by 
major commodity lines and seasonally adjusted estimates 
will be released in The Daily during the week of October 
21. 

Department Store Sales excluding Concessions 

• Newfoundland, 
• Prince Edward Island, 
• Nova Scotia, 
• New Brunswick, 
• Quebec, 
• Ontario, 
• Manitoba, 
• Saskatchewan, 
• Alberta, 
• British Columbia, 

Metropolitan Area 

• Calgary , 
• Edmonton, 
• Halifax-Dartmouth, 
• Hamilton, 
• Montreal, 
• Ottawa-Hull, 
• Quebec City, 
• Toronto, 
• Vancouver, 
• Winnipeg, 

$16.4 million; 
$4.6 million; 
$33.6 million; 
$23.0 million; 
$197.0 million; 
$402.0 million; 
$40.9 million; 
$28.8 million; 
$116.4 million; 
$152.4 million. 

$41.6 million; 
$51.6 million; 
$17.5 million; 
$28.0 million; 
$104.0 million; 
$47.4 million; 
$27.8 million; 
$151.9 million; 
$82.3 million; 
$35.9 million. 

Province 

• Newfoundland, 
• Prince Edward Island, 
• Nova Scotia, 
• New Brunswick, 
• Quebec, 
• Ontario, 
• Manitoba, 
• Saskatchewan, 
• Alberta, 
• British Columbia, 

Metropolitan Area 

• Calgary , 
• Edmonton, 
• Halifax-Dartmouth, 
• Hamilton, 
• Montreal, 
• Ottawa-Hull, 
• Quebec City, 
• Toronto, 
• Vancouver, 
• Winnipeg, 

$13.9 million; 
$4.4 million; 
$31.0 million; 
$21.0 million; 
$185.8 million; 
$373.3 million; 
$37.2 million; 
$26.3 million; 
$109.0 million; 
$143.0 million. 

$38.6 million; 
$48.7 million; 
$16.3 million; 
$26.0 million; 
$98.5 million; 
$44.8 million; 
$26.2 million; 
$142.6 million; 
$77.7 million; 
$33.0 million. 
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Available on CANSIM: matrices 111 and 112 
(levels 10-12). 

The August 1991 issue of Department Store 
Monthly Sales, by Province and Selected Metropolitan 
Area (63-004, $2.70/$27) will be available the fourth 
week of October. For more detailed information on 
this release, contact Roger Laplante (613-951-3552) 
or Maurice Massaad (613-951-9682), Retail Trade 
Section, Industry Division. • 

Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics 
August 1991 

Pulpwood receipts amounted to 3 388 353 cubic 
metres in August 1991, a decrease of 18.0% from 
4 130 778r (revised) cubic metres a year earlier. 
Receipts of wood residue totalled 4 942 345 cubic 
metres, up 6.6% from 4 638 178r cubic metres in 
August 1990. Consumption of pulpwood and wood 
residue was reported at 8 364 663 cubic metres, an 
increase of 3.4% from 8 089 420r cubic metres 
reported the previous year. The closing inventory of 
pulpwood and wood residue decreased 10.8% to 
16 483 382 cubic metres from 18 486 253r cubic 
metres a year earlier. 

Year-to-date receipts of pulpwood totalled 
25 667 570r cubic metres, a decrease of 3.3% from 
26 533 036r cubic metres a year earlier. Receipts of 
wood residue increased 6.7% to 39 884 455r cubic 
metres from the year-earlier level of 37 366 496r 
cubic metres. Consumption of pulpwood and wood 
residue, at 68 553 158r cubic metres, was up 2.6% 
from 66 807 660r cubic metres a year earlier. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 54. 

The August 1991 issue of Pulpwood and Wood 
Residue Statistics (25-001,$5.80/$58) will be available 
at a later date. See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release 
contact Jacques Lepage, (613-951-3516), Industry 
Division. • 

Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products 
August 1991 

Factory shipments of steel wire and specified wire 
products for August 1991 are now available, as are 
production and export market data for selected 
commodities. 

Shipments totalled 56 365 tonnes in August 1991, 
an increase of 4.5% from the 53 918 tonnes shipped 
during the previous month. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 122 (series 19). 

The August 1991 issue of Steel Wire and 
Specified Wire Products (41-006, $5/$50) will be 
available at a later date. See "How to Order 
Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Bruno Pépin (613-951-9837), Industry 
Division. • 

Restaurants, Caterers and Taverns 
July 1991 

Restaurant, caterer and tavern receipts totalled 
$1,504 million for July 1991, a decrease of 8.2% from 
the $1,638 million reported for the same period of last 
year. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 52. 

The July 1991 issue of Restaurants, Caterers and 
Taverns (63-011, $6.10/$61) will be available in 
approximately three weeks time. See "How to Order 
Publications." 

For detailed information on this release, contact 
William Birbeck, Services, Science and Technology 
Division (613-951-3506). • 

Electric Utilities Construction Price 
Indexes (1986 = 100) 
1991 First Half (Preliminary) and 1990 (Revised) 

Preliminary 1991 first half and revised 1990 figures 
are now available for the Electric Utility Construction 
Price Indexes. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 2022. 

The third quarter 1991 issue of Construction Price 
Statistics (62-007, $18/$72) will be available in 
December. See "How To Order Publications". 

For further information on this release, contact the 
Information and Analysis Unit (613-951-9607), Prices 
Division. • 
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Selected Financial Indexes 
August 1991 

Figures for August 1991 are now available for the 
Selected Financial Indexes. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 2031. 

The third quarter 1991 issue of Construction Price 
Statistics (62-007, $18/$72) will be available in 
December. See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact the Information and Current Analysis Unit 
(613-951-9607), Prices Division. • 
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How to Order Publications 

Statistics Canada publications may be purchased by 
mail order from Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main 
Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6 or phone 
613-951-7277. 

Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the 
Receiver General for Canada/Publications and provide 
full information on publications required (catalogue 
number, title, issue). 

Publications may also be ordered through Statistics 
Canada's offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, Calgary  and 
Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore agents or other 
booksellers. 

A national toll-free telephone order service is in 
operation at Statistics Canada. The toll-free line 
(1-800-267-6677) can be used by Canadian customers 
for the ordering of Statistics Canada products and 
services. 

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin for Statistical 
Information 

Catalogue 11 -001E. Price: Canada: $120.00 annually; United States: US$144.00 annually; 
Other Countries: US$168.00 annually 

Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 10-L, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa K1A 0T6. 

Senior Editor. Greg Thomson (613-951-1116) 
Editor: Bruce Simpson (613-951-1103) 

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. c  Minister of 
Industry, Science and Technology, 1991. All rights reserved. No part  of this publication may 
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission 
from Chief, Author Services, Publications Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada K1A 0T6. 
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED 

Human Activity and the Environment, 1991. 
Catalogue number 11-509E 
(Canada: $35; United States: US$42; 
Other Countries: US$49). 

Exports by Count ry , January-June 1991. 
Catalogue number 65-003 
(Canada: $82.75/$331; United States: 
US$99.25/US$397; Other Countries: 
US$115.75/US$463). 

Imports by Commodity, July 1991. 
Catalogue number 65-007 
(Canada: $55.10/$551; United States: 
US$66.10/US$661; Other Countries: 
US$77.10/US$771). 

Labour Force Information, September 1991. 
Catalogue number 71-001P 
(Canada: $6.30/$63; United States: US$7.60/US$76; 
Other Countries: US$8.80/US$88). 
Available Friday, October 11 at 7 a.m. 

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum 
requirements of American National Standard for 
Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed 
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984. 
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REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES 

Statistics Canada's regional reference centres provide a full range of the bureau's products and services. 
Each reference centre is equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase our 
publications, microcomputer diskettes, microfiche, maps and more. 

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from Statistics Canada's computerized data retrieval 
systems CANSIM and Telichart. A telephone inquiry service is also available with toll free numbers for regional 
clients outside local calling areas. Many other valuable services - from seminars to consultations - are 
offered. Call or write yoJr regional reference centre for information. 

Newfoundland and Labrador 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
3rd floor 
Viking Building 
Crosbie Road 
St. John's, Newfoundland 
A1B 3P2 
Local calls: 772-4073 
Toll free service: 1-800-563-4255 
Fax: 1-709-772-6433 

Maritime Provinces 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
North American Life Centre 
1770 Market Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3M3 
Local calls: 426-5331 
Toll free service: 1-800-565-7192 
Fax: 1-902-426-9538 

Quebec 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W. 
Guy Favreau Complex 
Suite 412, East Tower 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2Z 1X4 
Local calls: 283-5725 
Toll free service: 1-800-361-2831 
Fax: 1-514-283-7969 

Ontario 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
10th Floor 
Arthur Meighen Building 
25 St. Clair Avenue East 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4T 1M4 
Local calls: 973-6586 
Toll free service: 1-800-263-1136 
Fax: 1-416-973-7475 

Manitoba 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
6th Floor 
General Post Office Building 
266 Graham Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C OK4 
Local calls: 983-4020 
Toll free service: 1-800-542-3404 
Fax: 1-204-983-7543 

Saskatchewan 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
Avord Tower, 9th Floor 
2002 Victoria Avenue 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
S4P OR7 
Local calls: 780-5405 
Toll free service: 1-800-667-7164 
Fax: 1-306-780-5403 

Southern Alberta 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
First Street Plaza 
Room 401 
138-4th Avenue South East 
Calgary, Alberta 
T2G 4Z6 
Local calls: 292-6717 
Toll free service: 1-800-472-9708 
Fax: 1-403-292-4958 

British Columbia and the Yukon 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
3rd Floor 
Federal Building, Sinclair Centre 
757 West Hastings Street 
Suite 440F 
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 3C9 
Local calls: 666-3691 
Toll free service: 
1-800-663-1551 (except Atlin, B.C.) 
Fax: 1-604-666-4863 
Yukon and Atlin, B.C. Zenith 08913 

National Capital Region 
Advisory Services 
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR) 
Statistics Canada 
Lobby 
R.H. Coats Building 
Holland Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OT6 
Local calls: 951-8116 
If outside the local calling area, please dial 
the toll free number for your province. 
Fax: 1-613-951-0581 

Alberta and the Northwest 
Territories 

Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
8th Floor 
Park Square 
10001 Bellamy Hill 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 3B6 
Local calls: 495-3027 
Toll free service: 1-800-282-3907 
Fax: 1-403-495-3026 
N.W.T. — Call collect (403) 495-3028 
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