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• Department Store Sales and Stocks, December 1990 and 

Annual 1990 
	

3 
Seasonally adjusted, department store sales increased by 4.2% in December, 
following a 3.4% decline in November. 

• Security Transactions with Non-residents, December 1990 
	

5 
In December 1990,•non-residents purchased, on a net basis, only $115 million of 
Canadian bonds, down sharply from the $1.1 billion monthly average for 1990. 

• Apartment Construction Price Indexes, Fourth Quarter 1990 
The • ' ' ,'ndex for new apartment construction in Canada fell 0.5% in the 

r of 1990. 

(continued on page 2) 

F sfbt Survey o Households and the Environment 
• l  „re( f 	"• o  In\,Sep erritle 	90, Statistics Canada conducted a pilot survey of households and the environment 

115.mg syr a broad spectrum of household behaviours having an impact on the environment. The 

F 	 cts 	
information 

 t 
	measuring future 

surveyed 
progress 

 ti"ironmental practices atthehousehold level. Specific behaviours 	 ii included  household 
efforts to conserve energy and water, the use of recycled products, the use and disposal of 
hazardous substances and efforts to reduce household waste. 

Results of this pilot survey provide specific measures to track household behaviours having an 
impact on the environment. For example, the results show that some energy-conservation practices 
are very common — 84% of all households have multi-pane glass or storm windows. As well, 
composting as a means of waste reduction is much more prevalent in some parts of the country 
than in others. Specifically, 52% of all households in British Columbia with a yard or garden use a 
compost heap or container — more than double the national average. Another finding was that, 
among Canadian households using diapers for young children, 11% never use disposable diapers, 
while 61% use only disposable diapers. 

Results on the use of recycled products address two important issues: the reduction of waste 
and the sustainable use of resources. At present, one-third of households buy some recycled-
paper products. While most provinces are close to the national average, Quebec is significantly 
lower at 19% and Ontario is somewhat higher at 40%. 

A free information package containing further highlights of the pilot survey can be obtained by 
contacting the Communications Division (613-951-4636) or your nearest Regional Reference Centre,, . 
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MAJOR RELEASES 

  

Department Store Sales, Canada 

The short-term trend represents a weighted average of the data. 

Department Store Sales and Stocks 
December 1990 and Annual 1990 

Highlights 

Seasonally Adjusted Data 

• Department store sales including concessions 
totalled $1,215 million in December 1990, an 
increase of 4.2% over the previous month's 
revised total of $1,166 million. 

• The December gain in sales extended the rising 
trend observed since early 1990. 

• Department store stocks (at selling value) totalled 
$4,978 million at the end of December, a 
decrease of 1.0% from the November 1990 
revised value of $5,026 million. On a year-over-
year basis, stocks rose by 4.3% in December. 

• The ratio of stocks to sales stood at 4.10:1 in 
December, a sharp decline from the 4.31:1 
observed in November. 

Annual 1990 (Preliminary Estimates) 

• Department store sales including concessions 
totalled $14,229 million in 1990, an increase of 
2.3% over 1989, but considerally lower than the 
4.8% growth recorded in 1989. 

• 
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• On a provincial basis, nine provinces posted 
increases in 1990. A decline was recorded in 
Prince Edward Island (- 2.1%). 

• Sales by major department stores totalled $8,017 
million in 1990 while junior department stores had 
sales of $6,212 million. 

• The market share held by major department 
stores continued to decline, reaching a low of 
56.3% in 1990. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 112, levels 1-3, 
series 4, 5, 6. 

The December 1990 issue of Department Store 
Sales and Stocks (63-002, $13/$130) will be available 
the third week of April. 

For further information, contact Roger Laplante 
(613-951-3552) or Maurice Massaad (613-951-9682), 
Retail Trade. Section, Industry Division. 

Department Store Sales, Canada (including concessions) 

Unadjusted Seasonally Adjusted 

Dec. 
1989 

Nov. 
1990 

Dec. 
1990 

Dec. 
1990/ 
Dec. 
1989 

Dec. 
1989 

Sept. 
1990 r  

Oct. 
1990 r 

Nov. 
1990 r 

Dec. 
1990P 

Dec. 
1990/ 
Nov. 
1990 

Dec. 
1990/ 
Dec. 
1989 

Total Sales 

Total Stocks 

Stock to Sales Ratio 

2,199 

4,325 

1.97 

millions of $ 

1,527 

5,999 

3.93 

2,275 

4,469 

1.96 

% 

+3.5 

+3.3 

1,182 

4,773 

4.04 

1,200 

5,017 

4.18 

millions of $ 

1,207 

5,013 

4.15 

1,166 

5,026 

4.31 

1,215 

4,978 

4.10 

+4.2 

-1.0 

% 

+2.8 

+4.3 

P 	Preliminary estimates. 
r 	Revised estimates. • 
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Security Transactions with Non-residents 
(Net sales to non-residents + / net purchases from non-residents - ) 

Security Transactions with 
Non-residents 
December 1990 

Highlights 

Canadian Securities 

• In December 1990, non-residents purchased, on a 
net basis, only $115 million of Canadian bonds, 
down sharply from the $1.1 billion monthly 
average for 1990. 

• In the primary market, retirements exceeded 
foreign purchases of new issues for the first time 
in 18 months. After posting a low in November, 
retirements rebounded to $1.6 billion in 
December, driven by higher redemptions of 
Government of Canada issues. New bond sales 

to non-residents fell to $1.5 billion in December 
1990, a decline of more than $1.0 billion from the 
levels recorded in each of the previous two 
months. This reflects lower borrowings abroad by 
the provinces and their enterprises. 

• In the secondary market, net foreign investment 
at $217 million in December 1990 was at its 
lowest level in seven months. In the current 
month, a net investment in Government of 
Canada domestic issues ($417 million) was 
partially offset by a net disinvestment in other 
Canadian issues ($200 million). The gross value 
of trading at $21 billion remained substantial 
though lower than the record $26 billion in 
November. For the year 1990, net foreign 
investment in the secondary market amounted to 
$3.0 billion, down from the annual average of $8.8 
billion for 1988 and 1989. 

5 
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1 

• Non-residents reduced their holdings of Canadian 
stocks by an additional $211 million in December 
1990, bringing the net disinvestment in 1990 to 
over $1.7 billion. The net selling in the current 
month continued to be led by U.S. residents, 
followed by Europeans. The gross value of trading 
declined slightly to $1.7 billion in December 1990, 
its lowest level of the year. After October 1987, 
non-residents reduced their holdings of Canadian 
stocks throughout 1988. They again became net 
buyers in 1989 before resuming net selling in 
1990. 

Foreign Securities 

• Residents increased their holdings of foreign 
bonds, mainly U.S. government issues, by $592 
million in December, reversing three months of 
net selling totalling $1.3 billion. 

• Similarly, residents were net buyers of $273 
million of foreign stocks in December, the sixth 
consecutive monthly net investment and totalling 
$1.5 billion for the 'period. The net investment in 
the current month was directed to both U.S. 
equities ($157 million) and overseas stocks ($116 
million). 

The December 1990 issue of Security Transac-
tions with Non-residents (67-002, $15.80/$158) will be 
available in March. See "How to Order Publications". 

For further information in this release, contact 
D. Granger (613-951-1864), Balance of Payments 
Division. 

Security Transactions with Non-residents 
(Net sales to non-residents + /net purchases from non-residents -) 

Canadian Securities 

 

Foreign securities 

   

Period 	 Bonds 
	

Stocks 	Total 	Bonds 	Stocks 	Total 

Outstanding 
bonds 

(net) 

New 
issues' 

Total 

1990 

$ millions 

July 1,190 779 1,969 -28 1,941 -200 -95 -295 
August 547 332 879 -239 640 -65 -539 -603 
September 687 122 810 -262 548 653 -369 284 
October 780 1,502 2,282 -676 1,607 397 -19 378 
November 654 1,904 2,558 -404 2,154 254 -211 43 
December 217 -102 115 -211 -96 -592 -273 -865 

Year 
1989 9,252 7,817 17,069 3,871 20,939 -1,556 -768 -2,324 
1990 3,048 10,373 13,421 -1,723 11,698 -66 -1,084 -1,149 

1  Net of retirements. 	 U 
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• Apartment Construction Price 
Indexes (1986 = 100) 
Fourth Quarter 1990 

• The seven-city composite price index for new 
apartment construction in Canada continued its 
decline from the third qua rter to 119.1 in the 
fourth quarter of 1990. This compares with 117.9 
in the same period in 1989, an increase of 1.0%. 

• Toronto prices, once again, recorded the largest 
decrease (-1.1%) and fell to an index level of 
123.2. This is only marginally higher than 123.1 in 
the fourth quarter of 1989. 

• Montreal and Halifax indexes also continued 
declining trends which commenced in the third 
quarter, falling 0.2% (to 116.3) and 0.1% (to 
111.5), respectively. 

• Calgary  and Vancouver indexes showed virtually 
no change (119.3 and 120.0), although both cities 
still have price levels higher than one year ago 
(up 2.9% and 1.2% respectively). 

• The largest increases in the fourth qua rter 
occurred in O ttawa (0.6% to 125.8) and 
Edmonton (0.5% to 117.1). 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 2046. 

Note: Prices for building construction work-in-place, 
commencing in the first qua rter of 1991, will be 
collected excluding the Goods and Services Tax. 
Provincial sales taxes will be included as before. 

The fourth qua rter 1990 issue of Construction 
Price Statistics (62-007, $18/$72) will be available in 
March. See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
please contact the Information and Current Analysis 
Unit (613-951-9607), Prices Division. 

• Apartment Construction Prices Indexes 
Fourth Quarter 1990 
(1986 = 100) 

 

 

Seven Cities and Canada Indexes 

Halifax 	Montreal 	Ottawa Toronto 	Calgary  Edmonton Vancouver 	Canada 

Quarterly Indexes 

1989 

Fourth Quarter 109.5 114.3 120.8 123.1 115.9 114.4 118.6 117.9 

1990 

First Quarter 110.5 115.5 122.6 124.2 117.8 116.2 120.3 119.1 
Second Quarter 112.3 117.7 124.2 126.7. 118.7 116.8 121.0 121.2 
Third Quarter 111.6 116.5 125.1 124.5 119.2 116.5 120.0 119.7 
Fourth Quarter 111.5 116.3 125.8 123.2 119.3 117.1 120.0 119.1 

Percentage Change 

0.1 90/0.4/89 0.9 1.0 1.5 0.9 1.6 1.6 1.4 1.0 
Q.2 90/Q.1/90 1.6 1.9 1.3 2.0 0.8 0.5 0.6 1.8 
0.3 90/0.2/90 -0.7 -1.0 0.7 -1.8 0.4 -0.2 -0.8 -1.2 
0.4 90/0.3/90 -0.1 -0.2 0.6 -1.1 0.1 0.5 0.0 -0.5 

0.4 90/0.4 89 1.8 1.7 4.1 0.1 2.9 2.4 1.2 1.0 

• 

7 



The Daily, February 25, 1991 

DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENT 

Passenger Bus and Urban Transit 
Statistics 
August 1990 

In August 1990, a total of 70 Canadian urban transit 
systems with gross annual total operating revenues of 
$500,000 or more (subsidies included) carried 
106,753,020 fare passengers, an increase of 2.2% 
from the previous month. A comparison with the same 
period in 1989 showed a decrease of 0.5%. 

Operating revenues totalled $88,754,027, up 
1.2% over July 1990 and up 6.1% over August 1989. 

During the same period, 26 passenger bus 
carriers earning $500,000 or more annually from 
intercity and rural bus operations carried 1,559,167 
fare passengers, up 8.9% from the previous month 
but down 12.5% from the same month in 1989. 

Earnings of these carriers totalled $30,765,161, a 
19.0% increase over the July 1990 operating 
revenues and an increase of 15.3% over August 
1989. 

Note: All 1989 figures and 1990 cumulative data have 
been revised. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 351 and 352. 

The August 1990 issue of Passenger Bus and 
Urban Transit Statistics (53-003, $7.10/$71) will be 
available the second week of March. See "How to 
Order Publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Angus MacLean (613-951-2484), Transpo rtation 
Division. 

• 
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How to Order Publications 

Statistics Canada publications may be purchased by 
mail order from Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main 
Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6 or phone 
613-951-7277. 

Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the 
Receiver General for Canada/Publications and provide 
full information on publications required (catalogue 
number, title, issue). 

Publications may also be ordered through Statistics 
Canada's offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, Calgary  and 
Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore agents or other 
booksellers. 
A national toll-free telephone order service is in 
operation at Statistics Canada. The toll-free line 
(1-800-267-6677) can be used by Canadian customers 
for the ordering of Statistics Canada products and 
services. 

Statistics Canada's O fficial Release Bulletin for Statistical 
Information 

Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada: $120.00 annually; United States: US$144.00 annually; 
Other Countries: US$168.00 annually 

Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 3-N, R.H. Coats Bldg., O ttawa K1A OT6. 

Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-951-1116) 
Editor: Bruce Simpson (613-951-1103) 

Published under the authority of the Minister of Industry, Science and Technology. All rights 
reserved. No part  of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise without prior written permission of the Minister of Supply and Se rvices Canada. 
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED 

National Balance Sheet Accounts - System of 
National Accounts, 1989. 
Catalogue number 13-214 
(Canada: $35.00; United States: US$42.00; Other 
Countries: US$49.00). 

The Dairy Review, December 1990. 
Catalogue number 23-001 
(Canada: $12.20/$122.00; United States: 
US$14.60/US$146.00; Other Countries: 
US$17.10/US$171.00). 

Construction Type Plywood, December 1990. 
Catalogue number 35-001 
(Canada: $5.00/$50.00; United States: 
US$6.00/US$60.00; Other Countries: 
US$7.00/US$70.00). 

Air Passenger Origin and Destination, Canada-
United States Repo rt , 1989. 
Catalogue number 51-205 
(Canada: $42.00; United States: US$50.00; Other 
Countries: US$59.00). 

Canadian Civil Aviation, 1989. 
Catalogue number 51-206 
(Canada: $36.00; United States: US$43.00; Other 
Countries: US$50.00). 
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REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES 

Statistics Canada's regional reference centres provide a full range of the bureau's products and services. 
Each reference centre is equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase our 
publications, microcomputer diskettes, microfiche, maps and more. 

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from Statistics Canada's computerized data retrieval 
systems CANSIM and Telichart. A telephone inquiry service is also available with toll free numbers for regional 
clients outside local calling areas. Many other valuable services — from seminars to consultations — are 
offered. Call or write your regional reference centre for information. 

Newfoundland and Labrador 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
3rd floor 
Viking Building 
Crosbie Road 
St. John's, Newfoundland 
Al B 3P2 
Local calls: 772-4073 
Toll free service: 1-800-563-4255 
Fax: 1-709-772-6433 

Maritime Provinces 
Advisory Se rvices 
Statistics Canada 
North American Life Centre 
1770 Market Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3M3 
Local calls: 426-5331 
Toll free serv ice: 1-800-565-7192 
Fax: 1-902-426-9538 

Quebec 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W. 
Guy Favreau Complex 
Suite 412, East Tower 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2Z 1X4 
Local calls: 283-5725 
Toll free se rvice: 1-800-361-2831 
Fax: 1-514-283-7969 

National Capital Region 
Advisory Se rvices 
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR) 
Statistics Canada 
Lobby 
R.H. Coats Building 
Holland Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OT6 
Local calls: 951-8116 
If outside the local calling area, please dial 
the toll free number for your province. 
Fax: 1-613-951-0581 

Ontario 
Advisory Se rvices 
Statistics Canada 
10th Floor 
A rthur Meighen Building 
25 St. Clair Avenue East 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4T 1M4 
Local calls: 973-6586 
Toll free se rvice: 1-800-263-1136 
Fax: 1-416-973-7475 

Manitoba 
Advisory Serv ices 
Statistics Canada 
6th Floor 
General Post Office Building 
266 Graham Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C OK4 
Local calls: 983-4020 
Toll free service: 1-800-542-340. 4 
Fax: 1-204-983-7543 

Saskatchewan 
Advisory Services • 
Statistics Canada • 
Avord Tower, 9th Floor 
2002 Victoria Avenue 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
S4P OR7 
Local calls: 780-5405 
Toll free se rvice: 1-800-667-7164 
Fax: 1-306-780-5403 

Alberta and the Northwest 
Territories 

Advisory Se rvices 
Statistics Canada 
8th Floor 
Park Square 
10001 Bellamy Hill 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 3B6 
Local calls: 495-3027 
Toll free service: 1-800-282-3907 
Fax: 1-403-495-3026 
N.W.T. - Call collect (403) 495-3028 

Southern Alberta 
Advisory Se rvices 
Statistics Canada 
First Street Plaza 
Room 401 
138-4th Avenue South East 
Calgary , Alberta 
T2G 4Z6 
Local calls: 292-6717 
Toll free serv ice: 1-800-472-9708 
Fax: 1-403-292-4958 

British Columbia and the Yukon 
Advisory Serv ices 
Statistics Canada 
3rd Floor 
Federal Building, Sinclair Centre 
757 West Hastings Street 
Suite 440F 
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 3C9 
Local calls: 666-3691 
Toll free se rv ice: 
1-800-663-1551 (except Atlin, B.C.) 
Fax: 1-604-666-4863 
Yukon and Atlin, B.C. Zenith 08913 
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