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MAJOR RELEASES,  

Building Permits  
December 1990  

Summary  

The preliminary value of building permits issued in  
Canada declined 15.6% in December to $1,866  
million, down from $2,211 million in November. The  
residential and non-residential sectors were equally  
responsible for this drop.  

Value of Building Permits Issued (rig Canâdal  
Seasonally adjusted 
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Note: Revised data for November, preliminary data  

for December.  

Residential Sector  

• The preliminary value of residential building  
permits fell 15.4% in December to $891 million,  
down from $1,052 million in November.  

• The single-family dwelling sector accounted for  
most of the decrease, falling 20.6% to $592  
million. The multi-family dwelling sector showed a  
smaller decline, dropping 2.8% to $299 million.  

• For the second month, all regions in Canada  
recorded losses in the value of residential building  
permits in December.  

• The number of dwelling units authorized in  
December dropped 14.7% to 115,000 units at an  
annual rate (54,000 single detached and 61,000  

multiple dwellings); this was the lowest level  
recorded since July 1982.  

Dwelling Units Authorized in Canada  
Seasonally adjusted at annual rates  
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Note: Revised data for November, preliminary data  
for December.  

Non-residential Sector  

• The preliminary value of non-residential building  
permits declined 15.8% in December to a level of  
$975 million, down from $1,159 million in  
November.  

Value of Non-residential Permits  
Issued in Canada  
Seasonally adjusted 

$ billions 
2.0  

1.5  

1.0  

0.5  

0 

1990  

Note: Revised data for November, preliminary data  
for December.  
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• For Canada as a whole, there were declines in 
the value of permits issued for all major 
categories of non-residential building permits: 
industrial permits declined 23.5% to $203 million; 
commercial permits fell 7.2% to $545 million; and 
institutional permits dropped 25.6% to $227 
million. 

• British Columbia was the only region to register a 
gain in the value of non-residential building 
permits in December. 

Short-term Trend 

• In October, the short-term trend (excluding 
engineering projects) decreased by 4.7% to 
101.1. This index, which declined for the twelfth 
consecutive month, exhibited the largest monthly 
drop since June 1982. 

• The trend index of residential permits fell 6.8% to 
a level of 98.9 while the non-residential trend 
index declined 2.5% to 103.3. 

Building Permits Indices 

This series is deflated by using the construction input price 
index which includes cost of material and labor. 

2 The trend-cycle shows the seasonally-adjusted value of 
Building Permits without irregular influences which can 
obscure the short-term trend. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 80 (levels 3-7, 9- 
15), 129, 137, 443, 989-992, 994, 995 and 4073. 

The December 1990 issue of Building Permits 
(64-001, $22/$220) is scheduled for release the third 
week of March. 

For further information on statistics, contact Pierre 
Pichette (613-951-2585) or Marcel Poirier (613-951-
2026), and for analytical information, contact Paul 
Gratton (613-951-2025), Investment and Capital Stock 
Division. • 
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Sales of Refined Petroleum 
Products 
January 1991 

Highlights 

Seasonally Adjusted Sales 

• Seasonally adjusted, preliminary estimates of 
January sales of refined petroleum products 
totalled 6.7 million cubic metres (m3), an increase 
of 8.0% over December 1990. 

• Of the four main products, only heavy fuel oil 
reported a decrease (-0.6%). The other three 
main products registered increased sales. Motor 
gasoline rose 5.8%, the first gain in the last three 
months. Light fuel oil sales posted an increase of 
15.6%, reversing the four previous months' 
decline. 	Diesel fuel 	oil followed 	with a 
corresponding increase of 8.5%, reversing two 
previous losses. 

Sales of Refined Petroleum Products 

Unadjusted Sales 

• Preliminary estimates indicate that total sales of 
refined petroleum products in January 1991 
declined 5.4% from January 1990, recording a 
volume of 6.5 million m3. Sales of motor gasoline 
and light fuel oil remained at the same level as in 
the previous year. Heavy fuel oil sales declined 
18.9% and diesel fuel oil 9.8%. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 628-642 and 644-
647. 

The January 1991 issue of Refined Petroleum 
Products (45-004, $18.20/$182) will be available the 
third week of April. See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Gérard O'Connor (613-951-3562), Energy 
Section, Industry Division. 

October 
1990 ,  

November 
1990 

December 
1990 r 

January 
1991P 

January 
1991/ 

December 
1990 

Adjusted for Seasonal Variation 

(thousands of cubic metres) 

Total, All Products 7 055.1 6 745.5 6 221.3 6 720.0 8.0 

Main Products: 

Motor Gasoline 2 882.9 2 763.2 2 663.1 2 818.4 5.8 
Diesel Fuel Oil 1 491.7 1 393.8 1 228.9 1 333.0 8.5 

Light Fuel Oil 571.3 516.4 474.2 548.1 15.6 
Heavy Fuel Oil 804.6 654.6 668.0 664.2 -0.6 

January January January January 1990/ January 1991/ 
1989 1990 1991P January 1989 January 1990 

Unadjusted for Seasonal Variation 

(thousands of cubic metres) 

Total, All Products 7 028.7 6 888.1 6 517.1 -2.0 -5.4 

Main Products: 

Motor Gasoline 2 582.5 2 478.7 2 478.8 -4.0 0.0 

Diesel Fuel Oil 1 207.7 1 255.6 1 133.2 3.9 -9.8 

Light Fuel Oil 1 037.9 1 018.2 1 021.0 -1.9 0.3 

Heavy Fuel Oil 911.1 884.7 717.8 -3.0 -18.9 

P Preliminary. 
✓ Revised. • 
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Construction Union Wage Rate 
Index 
January 1991 

The Canada Total Union Wage Rate Index (including 
supplements) for construction trades (1986 = 100) 
showed no change in January from December's 
revised figure of 119.8. On a year-over-year basis 
the composite index increased by 5.4% to 119.8 from 
113.7. 

The table below shows wage rates for bricklayers, 
plasterers and cement finishers. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 956, 958 and 
2033-2038. 

The first qua rter 1991 issue of Construction Price 
Statistics (62-007, $181$72) will be available in June. 
See "How to Order Publications". 

For further information on this release, contact the 
Information and Current Analysis Unit (613-951-9607), 
Prices Division. 

Construction Union Wage Ratesl 
January 1991 

Trades 

Bricklayer 

 

Plasterer 	 Cement Finisher 

     

Basic Rate 
	

Basic Rate 
	

Basic Rate 
	

Basic Rate 	Basic 	Basic Rate 

	

and selected 
	

and selected 	 and selected 

	

pay supplements 	 pay supplements 	 pay supplements 

On dollars) 

St. John's 18.06 21.40 18.06 21.40 18.06 21.40 

Halifax 20.49 23.64 17.06 18.58 16.90 18.27 

Saint John 18.01 21.75 18.01 21.75 18.01 21.75 

Montreal 21.07 24.86 20.29 24.00 19.51 23.13 

O ttawa 23.35 27.75 20.32 23.87 19.93 23.46 

Toronto 24.22 29.64 20.50 25.09 20.65 25.28 

Thunder Bay 22.75 27.96 19.28 23.75 18.45 22.86 

Winnipeg 19.50 22.05 19.30 21.55 16.55 18.46 

Regina 17.80 20.47 16.12 18.93 

Edmonton 18.85 21.34 

Vancouver 22.42 28.28 23.67 28.04 20.46 26.19 

1  Rates are available for other trades and other cities. 
Figures not available. 

Basic Rate and selected pay supplements: vacation pay, statutory holiday pay, employer's contribution to health and welfare and pension plans. • 

• 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Births in Canada 
1989 

A total of 392,661 live births were recorded in Canada 
in 1989, an increase of 4.2% over 1988. 

The 1989 crude birth rate (number of live births 
per 1,000 population) of 15.0 was 3.4% more than the 
1988 rate of 14.5. 

The total fertility rate (average number of children 
born to a woman during her reproductive years), 
based on current year's of fertility experience, 
increased to 1.77 in 1989 from 1.69 in 1988. 

Provincial Details 

The 1989 crude birth rates for the provinces (1988 
rates in brackets) were: Albe rta, 17.9 (17.5); 
Saskatchewan, 16.5 (16.6); Manitoba, 16.0 (15.7); 
Ontario, 15.2 (14.6); Prince Edward Island, 14.9 
(15.4); British Columbia, 14.3 (14.4); Nova Scotia, 
14.2 (13.8); Quebec, 13.8 (13.0); Newfoundland, 13.6 
(13.2) and New Brunswick, 13.5 (13.8). The rates for 
the two territories were: Yukon, 19.0 (20.1) and 
Northwest Territories, 27.7 (30.1). 

In 1989, the total fertility rates for the provinces 
ranged from 1.60 for New Brunswick and Quebec to 
2.09 for Saskatchewan. (Information for Newfoundland 
was unavailable.) The rates for the two territories 
were 2.03 for Yukon and 2.96 for Northwest 
Territories. 

To obtain data on further information on this 
release, contact Beth Sander (613-951-1765) or Gerry 
McLean (613-951-1637), Canadian Centre for Health 
Information. • 

Production and Sales of Major 
Appliances 
January 1991 

Domestic sales of major appliances by Canadian 
manufacturers decreased to 117,247 units in January 
1991, down 22.6% from 151,556 units in December 
1990 and down 27.5% from the 161,661r (revised) 
units sold in January 1990. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 65, 66 and 122 
(series 30). 

The January 1991 issue of Production, Sales and 
Stocks of Major Appliances (43-010, $5/$50) will be 
available at a later date. See "How to Order 
Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact J.P. Beauparlant (613-951-3526), Industry 
Division. • 

Fabricated Structural Steel Price Indexes 
Fourth Quarter 1990 

Price indexes for fabricated structural steel-in-place in 
the fourth quarter of 1990 are now available. 

These indexes, at the Canada level, show an 
increase of 0.2% from the third qua rter of 1990 and 
an increase of 2.1% from a year earlier. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 2044. 

The fourth quarter 1990 issue of Construction 
Price Statistics (62-007, $18/$72) will be available in 
March. See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release 
please contact the Information and Current Analysis 
Unit (613-951-9607), Prices Division. • 
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Precast Concrete Price Indexes 
Second Half 1990 

Price indexes for precast concrete-in-place in the 
second half of 1990 are now available. At the Canada 
level, these indexes show an increase of 1.3 % from 
the first half of 1990 and an increase of 3.1% from 
the second half of 1989. 

Note: The conversion of the precast concrete price 
indexes to a 1986 = 100 reference base will be 
delayed until the second qua rter of this year. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 421. 

The fourth qua rter 1990 issue of Construction 
Price Statistics (62-007, $18/$72) will be available in 
March. See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release 
please contact the Information and. Current Analysis 
Unit (613-951-9607), Prices Division. • 

Selected Financial Indexes 
January 1991 

January 1991 figures are now available for the 
Selected Financial Indexes. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 2031. 

The first quarter 1991 issue of Construction Price 
Statistics (62-007, $18/$72) will be available in June. 
See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact the Information and Current Analysis Unit 
(613-951-9607), Prices Division. • 

• 

• 
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED 

Production and Stocks of Tea, Coffee and Cocoa, 
Quarter ended December 1990. 
Catalogue number 32-025 
(Canada: $6.75/$27.00; United States: 
US$8.00/US$32.00; Other Countries: 
US$9.50/US$38.00). 

Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of 
Sawmills in British Columbia, December 1990. 
Catalogue number 35-003 
(Canada: $7.10/$71.00; United States: 
US$8.50/US$85.00; Other Countries: 
US$9.90/US$99.00). 

Mineral Wool Including Fibrous Glass Insulation, 
January 1991. 
Catalogue number 44-004 
(Canada: $5.00/$50.00; United States: 
US$6.00/US$60.00; Other Countries: 
US$7.00/US$70.00). 

Railway Operating Statistics, November 1990. 
Catalogue number 52-003 
(Canada: $10.50/$105.00; United States: 
US$12.60/US$126.00; Other Countries: 
US$14.70/US$147.00). 

Passenger Bus and Urban Transit Statistics, 
August 1990. 
Catalogue number 53-003 
(Canada: $7.10/$71.00; United States: 
US$8.50/US$85.00; Other Countries: 
US$9.90/US$99.00). 

How to Order Publications 

Statistics Canada publications may be purchased by 
mall order from Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main 
Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6 or phone 
613-951-7277. 

Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the 
Receiver General for Canada/Publications and provide 
full information on publications required (catalogue 
number, title, issue). 

Publications may also be ordered through Statistics 
Canada's offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, Calga ry  and 
Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore agents or other 
booksellers. 

A national toll-free telephone order service is in 
operation at Statistics Canada. The toll-free line 
(1-800-267-6677) can be used by Canadian customers 
for the ordering of Statistics Canada products and 
services. 

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin for Statistical 
Information 

Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada: $120.00 annually; United States: US$144.00 annually; 
Other Countries: US$168.00 annually 

Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 3-N, R.H. Coats Bldg., O ttawa K1A OT6. 

Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-951-1116) 
Editor: Bruce Simpson (613-951-1103) 

Published under the authority of the Minister of Industry, Science and Technology. All rights 
reserved. No part  of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise without prior written permission of the Minister of Supply and Se rvices Canada. 
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MAJOR RELEASE DATES 

Week of March 4-8, 1991 
(Release dates are subject to change) 

Anticipated 
date(s) of 	 Title 	 Reference period 
release 

March 

4 Canadian Composite Leading Indicator December 1990 

6 Help-wanted Index February 1991 

8 Labour Force Survey February 1991 
8 Estimates of Labour Income December 1990 

• 
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Reference Period Subject Release Date 

Canada  1  Statistics Statistique 
Canada Canada . 

• 

Index to Data Releases 
February 1991 

Accidents in Canada, General Social Survey 
Analysis Series 

Air Passenger Statistics, International 
Scheduled 

Apartment Construction Price Indexes 
Appliances, Specified Domestic Electrical 
Aviation Statistics Centre Se rvice Bulletin 

Biscuits, Production 
Boxes and Wrappers, Corrugated 
Building Construction Price Index, 

Non-residential 
Bus, Passenger and Transit Urban 

Statistics 
Business Conditions Survey Quarterly, 

Canadian Manufacturing Industries 

Cement 
Cheese, Process and Instant Skim Milk 

Powder 
Chemicals and Synthetic Resins, Industrial 
Civil Aviation Statistics, Canadian 
Coal and Coke Statistics 
Construction Union Wage Rate Index 
Consumer Price Index 
Cou rt  Services in Canada 

Dairy Review 
Department Store Sales and Stocks 
Department Store Sales by Province and 

Metropolitan Area 

February 13, 1991 

February 13, 1991 
February 25, 1991 
February 8, 1991 - 
February 19, 1991 

February 4, 1991 
February 20, 1991 

February 15, 1991 

February 15, 1991 

February 7, 1991 

February 1, 1991 

February 1, 1991 
February 6, 1991 
February 28, 1991 
February 5, 1991 
February 5, 1991 
February 22, 1991 
February 22, 1991 

February 11, 1991 
February 25, 1991 

February 11, 1991 

1988 

1989 (Preliminary Estimates) 
Fourth Quarter 1990 
December 1990 
November 1990 

December 1990 
January 1991 

Fourth Quarter 1990 

July 1990 

January 1991 

December 1990 

December 1990 
December 1990 
December 1990 
November 1990 
December 1990 
January 1991 
1988-89 

December 1990 
December 1990 and Annual 1990 

December 1990 
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• Index to Data Releases, February 1991 

Subject 
	

Reference Period 
	

Release Date 

Eggs, Production 
Electric Lamps 

Electric Power Statistics 

Electric Storage Ba tteries 
Employment, Earnings and Hours 
Export and Import Price Indexes 
Exports by Commodity (H.S. Based) 

Farm Cash Receipts 
Farm Input Price Index 
Farm Product Price Index 
Financial Flow Accounts 
Footwear Statistics 
Frozen Meat Products, Stocks 

Government Assets and Liabilities, Federal 
Government Employment and 

Remuneration, Federal 
Government Long-term Debt, Local 
Government, Provincial and Territorial 

and Government Business Enterprise 
Employment and Remuneration 

Government Revenue and Expenditure 
(SNA Basis) 

Grains, Deliveries of Major 

Health Repo rts 
Help-wanted Index 
Homeowner Repair and Renovation 

Expenditure in Canada 
Homicide in Canada 
Household Facilities by Income and Other 

Characteristics 
Household Furniture Products, Shipments of 
Households and the Environment, Pilot 

Survey 
Housing Price Index, New 

Imports by Commodity (H.S. Based) 
Industrial Product Price Index 
International Payments, Canada's 

Balance 
International Travel Account 

Labour Force Survey 
Labour Income, Estimates 
Leading Indicator, Composite 

December 1990 
Fourth Qua rter 1990 
January 1991 
November 1990 
December 1990 
December 1990 
December 1990 
December 1990 
December 1990 

January - December 1990 
Fourth Qua rter 1990 
December 1990 
Fourth Qua rter 1990 
December 1990 
February 1, 1991 

March 31, 1990 

September 1990 
January 1991 

July to September 1990 

Fourth Qua rter 1990 
December 1990 

Third Qua rter 1990 
January 1991 

1989 
1990 (Preliminary Data) 

1990 
Fourth Quarter 1990 

December 1990 

December 1990 
January 1991 

Fourth Qua rter 1990 
Fourth Quarter and Annual 1990 

January 1991 
November 1990 
November 1990 

February 14, 1991 
February 6, 1991 
February 13, 1991 
February 5,. 1991 
February 28, 1991 
February 4, 1991 
Febrùary 27, 1991 
February 15, 1991 
February 21, 1991 

February 21, 1991 
February 11, 1991 
February 11, 1991 
February 28, 1991 
February 7, 1991 
February 26, 1991 

February 15, 1991 

February 8, 1991 
February 21, 1991 

February 12, 1991 

February 28, 1991 
February 14, 1991 

February 19, 1991 
February 6, 1991 

February 5, 1991 
February 26, 1991 

February 4, 1991 
February 21, 1991 

February 25, 1991 
February 12, 1991 

February 20, 1991 
February 26, 1991 

February 28, 1991 
February 22, 1991 

February 8, 1991 
February 8, 1991 
February 4, 1991 

2 
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• Subject 
	

Reference Period 
	

Release Date 

• 

Legal Aid in Canada, Resource and 
Caseload Statistics 

Leisure and Lifestyles of Persons with 
Disabilities in Canada 

Livestock Repo rt  
Local Governments, Short-term Debt 

Machinery and Equipment Price Indexes 
Major Grains and Oilseeds, Supply and 

Disposition of Major 
Manufactures, Annual Survey 
Manufacturing, Monthly Survey 
Milling and Crushing Statistics 
Mineral Wool Including Glass Insulation 
Motor Carrier Freight - Quarterly Survey 
Motor Carriers of Freight and Household 

Goods Movers Survey 
Motor Vehicle Theft and Vehicle Vandalism 

National Income and Expenditure Accounts 
(Gross Domestic Product) 

Natural Gas, Sales 
New Motor Vehicle Sales 

Office Furniture Products, Shipments 
Oil Pipeline Transpo rt  
Oils and Fats 

Particleboard, Waferboard and Fibreboard 
Passenger Bus and Urban Transit Statistics 
Performing A rts 
Plastic Film and Bags 
Plywood, Construction Type 
Private and Public Investment 
Processing Time in Youth Cou rts 
Provincial Economic Accounts 
Provincial Government Finance / Financial 

Management System Basis - Manitoba 

Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics 

Railway Carloadings 

Railway Operating Statistics 
Raw Materials Price Index • 

1989-90 
	

February 14, 1991 

1986-87 
	

February 11, 1991 
January 1, 1991 
	

February 28, 1991 
December 1990 
	

February 14, 1991 

Fourth Quarter 1990 
	

February 8, 1991 

1989-1990 
	

February 21, 1991 
1988 
	

February 4, 1991 
December 1990 
	

February 15, 1991 
December 1990 
	

February 6, 1991 
January 1991 
	

February 22, 1991 
Third Qua rter 1990 (Revised) 

	
February 21, 1991 

Preliminary 1989 
	

February 4, 1991 
1989 
	

February 7, 1991 

Fourth Quarter 1990 
	

February 28, 1991 
December 1990 
	

February 18, 1991 
December 1990 and Annual Review 	February 11, 1991 

Fourth Qua rter 1990 
	

February 22, 1991 
November 1990 
	

February 1, 1991 
December 1990 
	

February 12, 1991 

December 1990 
	

February 12, 1991 
August 1990 
	

February 25, 1991 
1988-89 
	

February 28, 1991 
Fourth Quarter 1990 
	

February 14, 1991 
December 1990 
	

February 19, 1991 
Intentions 1991 
	

February 27, 1991 
1986-87 to 1989-90 
	

February 28, 1991 
Estimates for 1989 
	

February 1, 1991 

1989/1990 Revised Estimates and 
1990/1991 Estimates 	 February 27, 1991 

December 1990 
	

February 7, 1991 

Ten-day Period Ending January 31, 1991 
	

February 14, 1991 
Seven-day Period Ending February 7, 	February 21, 1991 

1991 
Seven-day Period Ending February 14, 	February 28, 1991 

1991 
November 1990 
	

February 13, 1991 
January 1991 
	

February 26, 1991 
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December 1990 
November 1990 
December 1990 
1988 
1989 

December 1990 
December 1990 
December 1990 
December 1990 
February 6, 1991 
January 1991 
December 1990 
December 1990 
Week Ending February 2, 1991 
Week Ending February 9, 1991 
Week Ending February 16, 1991 
Week Ending February 23, 1991 
December 1990 
December 1990 
February 1, 1991 
January 1991 

December 1990 
December 1990 
January 1991 

December 1990 

December and Annual 1990 
Third Qua rter 1990 
Winter 1991 

December 1990 

December 1990 

February 28, 1991 
February 14, 1991 
February 21, 1991 
February 12, 1991 
February 26, 1991 

February 19, 1991 
February 22, 1991 
February 25, 1991 
February 5, 1991 

February 20, 1991 
February 8, 1991 
February 8, 1991 
February 7, 1991 
February 14, 1991 
February 21, 1991 
February 28, 1991 
February 14, 1991 
February 6, 1991 
February 18, 1991 
February 12, 1991 

February 21, 1991 
February 21, 1991 
February 18, 1991 

February 15, 1991 

February 13, 1991 
February 13, 1991 
February 5, 1991 

February 27, 1991 

February 22, 1991 

• 

v Index to Data Releases, February 1991 

Subject 	 Reference Period Release Date • 
Real Gross Domestic Product at Factor Cost 

by Industry 
Restaurants, Caterers and Taverns 
Retail Trade 
Retail Trade, Annual 
Road Motor Vehicles - Registrations 

Sawmills East of the Rockies 
Sawmills in British Columbia 
Security Transactions with Non-residents 
Selected Financial Indexes 
Short-term Expectations Survey 
Soft Drinks 
Steel Pipe and Tubing 
Steel Primary Forms 

Steel, Shipment of Rolled 
Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products 
Stocks of Frozen Poultry Products 
Sugar Sales 

Tea, Coffee and Cocoa 
Telephone Statistics 
Tobacco Products 
Trade, Preliminary Statement of Canadian 

International 
Travel Between Canada and Other 

Countries 
Travel, Canadian Domestic 
Travel-log - Touriscope 

Unemployment Insurance Statistics 

Wholesale Trade 

• 
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