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MAJOR RELEASES

Quarterly Business Conditions
Survey, Canadian Manufacturing

Industries
July 1991

Seasonally Adjusted

Canadian manufacturers’ opinions concerning the
expected volume of production in the upcoming
quarter, orders received and for finished products
inventories all improved between the April 1991 and
July 1991 surveys. However, the level of concern
about the backlog of unfilied orders remained high.

Highlights

e (Canadian manufacturers were optimistic about the
expected volume of production over the next
three months. The July 1991 balance of opinion
stood at +2, up 14 points from the previous
quarter. The balance of opinion had been
negative during the last four quarters.

The balance of +2 in July is calculated by
subtracting the pessimistic 23% indicating "lower than
normal” volume of expected production from the
optimistic 25% reporting "higher than normal" volume
of expected production.

e Although it remained negative, the July 1991
‘ balance of opinion of -14 for orders received
was a significant improvement compared to the
-40 posted in April. These levels are similar to
the -42 and -16 figures registered for the last
quarter of 1982 and the first quarter of 1983,
respectively. The increase was caused mainly by
the following industries: transportation equipment,
electrical and electronic products, paper and allied
products, and chemicals and chemical products.

e The balance of opinion for the backlog of
unfilled orders improved by four points in July
1991 (-54 compared to -58 in April 1991). The
balance for unfilled orders has remained negative
since the second quarter of 1989.

Unfilled orders are the stock of orders which will
generate future shipments, assuming that orders are
not cancelled.

e The July 1991 balance of opinion~for finished
products inventories gained 13 pomts it went
from a level of -38 in April 1991 to -25 for this

i
H
i

Note to Users

Individual responses to the Business Conditions Survey are
weighted by the value of the respondent’s shipments
reported to the annual Survey of Manufactures. The
proportions, therefore, reflect the magnitude of the
individual manufacturer’s contribution to the total. The
balance is the difference between the proportion
associated with the positive-type response (e.g., higher
volume of production) and the proportion related to the
negative-type response (e.g., lower volume of production).

- Both the raw data (raw) and seasonally adjusted (s.a.) data
are given for the balance. The seasonally adjusted value
for the neutral components (e.g., expected production
about the same) is calculated by subtracting the sum of
the seasonally adjusted values of the other two
components from 100. '

quarter. This represents the greatest quarter-to-
quarter improvement since a 15-point increase
between the first and second quarters of 1983
(from -32 for January 1983 to -17 for April 1983).

Unadjusted

® About 75% of manufacturers did not report any
particular production difficulties in the Ilatest
survey. Some 8% reported a shortage of working
capital impeded their level of production. Another
9% reported having "other" sources of production
difficulties. A review of respondents’ comments
in the "other" category still shows that a majority
indicated "lack of orders" and "weak markets” as
the main sources of production difficulties. For
the third consecutive quarter, "skilied iabour
shortage” stood at 4%.

The Business Conditions Survey is carried out in
January, April, July and October with the majority of
responses recorded in the first two weeks of these
months. Results are based on replies from about
5,000 manufacturers.

Note that survey weights and sampled units have
been benchmarked to the 1987 Annual Survey of
Manufactures (ASM) and data back to 1987 have
been revised accordingly. In general, trends for the
revised data have remained the same as those prior
to the benchmarking to the 1987 ASM.

Available on CANSIM (raw data only): matrices
2843-2845.

For further information, contact C. Robillard (613-
951-3507), Monthly Survey of Manufacturing Section,
Industry Division. o
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Balance of Opinion for Expected Volume of Production
Next Three Months vs Last Three Months
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Business Conditions Survey, Canadian Manufacturing Industries

July 1991
All Manufacturing July Oct. Jan. Apr. July
Industries 1990 1990 1991 1991 1991
Volume of production during next Seasonally Adjusted
three months compared with last
three months will be:
About the same 43 45 42 40 52
Higher 21 13 23 24 25
Lower 36 42 35 36 23
Balance -15 -29 12 -12 2
Raw
Balance -31 -25 -21 7 -14
Orders received are: Seasonally Adjusted
About the same 41 37 38 44 62
Rising 12 9 10 8 12
Declining 47 54 52 48 26
Balance -35 -45 -42 -40 -14
Raw
Balance -35 -48 -43 -36 -13
Present backlog of unfilled orders is: Seasonally Adjusted
About normal 45 41 42 36 40
Higher than normal 6 5 6 3 3
Lower than normal 49 54 52 61 57
Balance -43 -49 -46 -58 -54
Raw
Balance -39 -47 -47 -61 -51
Finished product inventory on hand is: Seasonally Adjusted
About right 63 63 53 56 69
Too low 4 6 5 3 3
Too high! 33 N 42 41 28
Balance -29 -25 -37 -38 -25
Raw
Balance -28 -24 -38 -39 -25
Sources of production difficulties:
Raw
Working capital shortage 5 5 5 9 8
Skilled labour shortage 7 7 4 4 4
Unskilled labour shortage 1 1 0 0 0
Raw material shortage 4 4 4 2 3
Other difficulties 5 9 13 9 9
No difficulties 78 74 73 75 75
! No evident seasonality. L
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Farm Input Price Index
Second Quarter 1991

The Farm Input Price Index (1986 = 100) for the
second quarter of 1991 stood at a preliminary level of
110.0, down 1.5 % from the previous quarter and a
decline of 0.2% from a year earlier. Of the seven
major groups which are updated quarterly, four
indexes declined from the first quarter, while three
rose.

e The largest impact on the total Farm Input Price
Index came from the interest index, declining by
7.3% as the non-mortgage component was down
by 10.1%.

e The crop production index declined by 4.4% as
prices of seed were 4.6% lower than in the first
quarter and the crop insurance index (updated
annually in the second quarter) decreased sharply
(-35.3%). Prices of fertilizer and pesticides rose
0.6% and 2.4%, respectively.

e The machinery and motor vehicles index was
down by 2.0% in the quarter. All the components
of this major group recorded a decline: machinery
replacement (-0.4%), motor vehicles replacement
(-0.7%) and machinery and motor vehicles
operation (-3.5%). Petroleum product prices, a
part of the operation component, decreased by
7.5%.

® The animal production index was up 1.0% due to
higher prices for feeder cattle (3.4%) and feed
(0.4%); feed prices, however, were still 4.6%
lower than a year ago. Declines in prices were
recorded for weanling pigs (-3.5%) and chicks
(-5.7%).

Available on CANSIM: matrices 2010-2019.

The second quarter 1991 issue of Farm Input
Price Indexes (62-004, $12.25/$49) will be available at
the end of August. See "How to Order Publications".

For more detailed information on this release,
contact the Information and Current Analysis Unit
(613-951-9607), Prices Division. o
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Farm Input Price Indexes

(1986 = 100)
% Change
Second 2nd Quarter 1991/ 2nd Quarter 1991/
Quarter 1st Quarter 1991 2nd Quarter 1990
1991
Eastern Canada
Total Farm Input 11341 -0.4 0.8
Building and fencing 116.0 1.4 -14
Machinery and motor vehicles 116.3 -0.7 4.7
Crop production 108.5 0.4 1.0
Animal production 105.3 0.8 0.6
Supplies and services 119.7 -1.8 8.2
Hired farm labour 130.9 1.3 4.7
Property taxes 116.7 0.0 20
Interest 118.3 7.9 -12.6
Farm rent 119.9 0.0 1.4
Western Canada
Total Farm Input 107.5 -2.5 -1.0
Building and fencing 104.9 21 -2.3
Machinery and motor vehicles 110.2 -2.8 35
Crop production 90.6 -7.4 -10.0
Animal production 109.9 1.5 1.7
Supplies and services 108.0 -3 23
Hired farm labour 121.3 0.8 5.8
Property taxes 1195 0.0 49
Interest 114.8 -6.8 -10.5
Farm rent 102.8 0.0 1.6
Canada

Total Farm Input 110.0 -1.5 -0.2
Building and fencing 110.8 1.7 -1.8
Machinery and motor vehicles 1123 -2.0 4.0
Crop production 96.9 4.4 -5.9
Animal production 107.2 1.0 1.0
Supplies and services 113.9 -2.4 5.3
Hired farm labour 126.6 1.1 5.1
Property taxes 118.9 0.0 4.3
Interest 116.1 7.3 -114
Farm rent 107.1 0.0 1.5
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Local Government Finance - Financial
Management System Basis
1989 and 1990 Revised Estimates

On a Financial Management System (FMS) basis,
revised total local government revenues for 1989
were $54.2 billion, an increase of $3.5 billion (6.9%)
from the previous year. Total expenditures were
$55.0 billion, an increase of $4.2 billion (8.3%) from
1988. Both the revenue and expenditure increases
were slightly greater than the 1983 to 1988 five-year
average annual increases of 6.6% for revenues and
6.2% for expenditures.

Revised total local government revenues for 1990
were $58.0 billion, an increase of $3.8 billion (7.1%)
from the previous year. Total expenditures amounted
to $59.7 billion, an increase of $4.7 billion (8.5%)
from 1989. Again, both the revenue and expenditure
increases were slightly greater than the 1984 to 1989
five-year average annual increases of 6.9% for
revenues and 7.0% for expenditures.

Note to Users

The Financial Management System (FMS) provides a
standardized presentation of government accounting
for the federal, provincial and local governments in
Canada. The individual governments’ accounting
systems are not directly comparable because the poli-
cies and structure of governments differ. The FMS
adjusts data from government budgets, estimates,
public accounts and other records to provide detailed,
intergovernmentally comparable data as well as

compatible national aggregates that are consistent

over time. Thus, FMS statistics may not accord with
the figures published in government financial
statements.

Local government data are prepared by Public
institutions Division from various data sources
including local government surveys, administrative
documents of provincial and local governments and
information obtained from provincial government
ministries and other divisions within Statistics Canada.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 2764-2776.
For further information on this release, contact

Pierre Doucet (613-951-1820) or Jacinthe Bourdeau
(613-951-1949), Public Institutions Division.

Data are also available through special tabulation.
For more information or general inquiries on Public
Institutions Division products or services, contact
Patricia Phillips (613-951-0767). [ ]

Specified Domestic Electrical Appliances
June 1991

Canadian  electrical  appliances  manufacturers
produced 89,510 kitchen appliances in June 1991,
down 7.3% from the 96,539 appliances produced a
year earlier.

Production of home comfort products totalled
18,901 in June 1991, a decrease of 62.3% from the
previous year.

Year-to-date production of kitchen appliances
amounted to 410,530. Corresponding data for the
same period in 1990 totalled 465,030 units.

The June 1991 issue of Specified Domestic

Electrical Appliances (43-003, $5/$50) will be
available at a later date. See "“How to Order
Publications".

For more detailed information on this release,
contact J.-P. Beauparlant (613-951-3526), Industry
Division. ]

Cement
June 1991

Canadian manufacturers shipped 1 122 604 tonnes of
cement in June 1991, a decrease of 7.2% from the
1209 186r (revised) tonnes shipped a year earlier, but
an increase of 10.6% from the 1 014 680 tonnes
shipped in May 1991.

January-to-June 1991 shipments were 4082 375
tonnes, down 18.1% from the 4 983 106" tonnes
shipped during the same period in 1990.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 92 and 122 (series
35).

The June 1991 issue of Cement (44-001, $5/$50)
will be available at a later date. See "How to Order
Publications”.

For more detailed information on this release,
contact Roland Joubert (613-951-3527), Industry
Division. a
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Gypsum Products
June 1931

Manufacturers shipped 16 736 thousand square
metres of plain gypsum wallboard in June 1991, down
30.5% from the 24 088" (revised) thousand square
metres shipped in June 1880, but up 3.8% from the
16 129 thousand square metres shipped in May 1991.

Year-to-date shipments for 1991 were 88 981
thousand square metres, a decrease of 33.9% from
the first six months of 1990.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 39 and 122 (series
11).

The June 1991 issue of Gypsum Products
(44-003, $5/$50) will be available at a later date. See
"How to Order Publications".

For more detailed information on this release,
contact Roland Joubert (613-951-3527), Industry
Division. ]

Shipments of Solid Fuel-burning Heating
Products
Second Quarter 1991

Shipments of solid fuel-burning heating products
totalled $8.1 million for the second quarter of 1991, a
decrease of 29.9% from the $11.6 million shipped
during the second quarter of 1990.

Data on manufacturers’ shipments of Canadian-
made solid fuel-burning heating products are now
available, as are data on the number of units shipped.

The second quarter 1991 issue of Shipments of
Solid  Fuel-burning Heating Products (25-002,
$4.75/$19) will be available at a later date. See "How
to Order Publications".

For more detailed information on this release,
contact Keith Martin (613-951-3518), Industry
Division. [ ]
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED

Asphalt Roofing, June 1991.
Catalogue number 45-001

(Canada: $5.00/$50.00; United States: US$6.00/ The paper used in this publication meets the minimum
US$60.00; Other Countries: US$7.00/US$70.00). requirements of American National Standard for

New Motor Vehicle Sales, December 1990.

Catalogue number 63-007

(Canada: $14.40/$144.00; United States: US$17.30/

Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984.

US$173.00; Other Countries: US$20.20/US$202.00).

613-951-7277.

number, title, issue).

How to Order Publications

Statistics Canada publications may be purchased by Publications may also be ordered through Statistics
mail order from Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main Canada'’s offices in St. John’s, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa,
Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A 0T6 or phone Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, Calgary and

Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore agents or other

Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the booksellers. ‘
Receiver General for Canadal/Publications and provide A national toll-free telephone order service is in
full information on publications required (catalogue operation at Statistics Canada. The toll-free line

(1-800-267-6677) can be used by Canadian customers
for the ordering of Statistics Canada products and
services.

Statistics Canada’s Official Release Bulletin for Statistical
Information

Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada: $120.00 annually; United States: US$144.00 annually;
Other Countries: US$168.00 annually

Published by the Communications Division
Statistics Canada, 10-L, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa K1A 0T6.

Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-951-1116)
Editor: Bruce Simpson (613-951-1103)

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. @ Minister of
Industry, Science and Technology, 1991. Al rights reserved. No part of this publication may
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission
from Chief, Author Services, Publications Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada K1A 0T6.
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market ...

.. Statistics Canada introduces Labour Force Annual
Averages 1990 — a brand-new reference publication
created specifically to meet those needs. With
detailed data ... Quick-reference summaries and
graphs ... Geographical breakdowns in unprece-
dented detail ... More variables and cross classifica-
tions than pubhshed in the momhly issues of
The Labour Force. .

The Labour Fome Ammal Averages 1990 covers:
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Statistics Canada

Index to Data Releases

July 1991

Subject

Reference Period

Release Date

Aggregate Productivity Measures
Agriculture Production Account
Air Carrier Fare Basis Statistics
Asbestos Products Industry
Asphalt Roofing

Aviation Statistics Centre Service Bulletin

Biscuits, Production
Building Permits

Canada’s International Transactions
in Securities

Canada’s International Transactions
in Services

Canadian Cancer Statistics

Canadian Civil Aviation Statistics

Canadian Economic Observer

Capacity Utilization in Canadian
Manufacturing Industries

Capital Expenditures on Machinery
and Equipment by Type of Asset

Cement

Cheese, Process and Instant Skim
Milk Powder

Coal and Coke Statistics

Construction Union Wage Rate Index
Construction Type Plywood

1989

1990

1990

1989 Survey of Manufactures
May 1991

June 1991

July 1991

January-June 1991
May 1991

May 1991

1989 and 1990
1991

May 1991

July 1991

1987-1990

1989
May 1991
1989 Survey of Manufactures

May 1991
June 1991
April 1991
May 1991
June 1991
May 1991

July 30, 1991
July 18, 1991
July 19, 1991
July 19, 1991
July 8, 1991

July 30, 1991
July 19, 1991

July 29, 1991
July 30, 1991

July 25, 1991

July 11, 1991
July 25, 1991
July 10, 1991
July 17, 1991

July 15, 1991

July 5, 1991
July 3, 1991
July 26, 1991

July 4, 1991
July 26, 1991
July 2, 1991
July 30, 1991
July 24, 1991
July 17, 1991

I * Statistics  Statistique
Canada Canada

Canadi




Index to Data Releases, July 1991

Subject

‘Reference Period

Release Date

Construction in Canada
Consumer Price Index
Corrugated Boxes and Wrappers
Crude Oil and Natural Gas

Dairy Review

Department Store Sales and Stocks

Department Store Sales by Province
and Metropolitan Area

Eggs, Production
Electric Lamps

Electric Power Statistics
Electric Storage Batteries

Electrical Appliances, Specified Domestic
Employment, Earnings and Hours

Export and Import Price Indexes

Exports by Commodity (H.S. Based)

Farm Product Price Index
Federal Government Finance

Financial Statistics of Community
Colleges/Vocational Schools/
Paramedical Training in Hospitals

Financial Statistics of Private
Elementary/Secondary Schools

Fixed Assets in Canada

Footwear Statistics

Forward Sortation Areas/Rural Postal
Code Socio-economic Data

Grain Marketing Situation Report
Gypsum Products

Help-wanted Index
Hospital Statistics, Annual Survey

Imports by Commodity (H.S. Based)
Income Estimates for Subprovincial Areas
Industrial Chemicals and Synthetic Resins
Industrial Product Price Index
International Trade, Preliminary

Statement

1991

June 1991
June 1991
March 1991
April 1991

May 1991
May 1991

May 1991

May 1991
June 1991
Second Quarter 1991
April 1991
May 1991
May 1991
June 1991
May 1991
May 1991
May 1991
May 1991

May 1991
1991-92 Estimates/
1990-91 Revised Estimates

1988-1989

1985-86 to 1988-89
1991

May 1991

June 1991

1989

June 1991
May 1991

June 1991
1989-90

May 1991
1989

May 1991
June 1991

May 1991

July 5, 1991
July 19, 1991
July 19, 1991
July 2, 1991
July 23, 1991

July 12, 1991
July 22, 1991

July 11, 1991

July 15, 1991
July 11, 1991
July 19, 1991
July 3, 1991

July 30, 1991
July 9, 1991

July 31, 1991
July 8, 1991

July 29, 1991
July 18, 1991
July 23, 1991

July 11, 1991

July 5, 1991

July 11, 1991

July 23, 1991
July 12, 1991
July 5, 1991

July 31, 1991

July 16, 1991

July 30, 1991
July 4, 1991

July 3, 1991
July 29, 1991

July 22, 1991
July 10, 1991
July 9, 1991

July 26, 1991

July 18, 1991




Index to Data Releases, July 1991

Subject

Reference Period

Release Date

Labour Force Survey
Leading Indicator, Composite

Legal Aid in Canada: The 1980s in Review

Local Government Long-term Debt

Major Grains, Deliveries

Major Appliances, Production and Sales
Manufacturing, Monthly Survey

Meat Products, Stocks of Frozen

Microdata Tapes: incomes of Households,

Families and Individuals
Milling and Crushing Statistics
Mineral Wool Including Fibrous

Glass Insulation
Motor Carrier Freight Quarterly Survey
Motor Vehicle Industry

Natural Gas, Sales
New Motor Vehicle Sales
New Housing Price Index
Newsprint Industry

Oil Pipeline Transport

Oils and Fats

Other Primary Steel Industries
Other Paper Industries

Particleboard, Waferboard and
Fibreboard

Passenger Bus and Urban Transit
Statistics

Pension Plans in Canada

Potatoes, Seeded Area

Poultry Products, Stocks of Frozen

Primary Glass and Containers Industry

Processed Fruits and Vegetables

Pulp Industry _
Pulpwood and Wood Residue Statistics

Railway Carloadings

Railway Operating Statistics

June 1991
April 1991

June 1991

May 1991
June 1991
May 1991
July 1, 1991

1989
May 1991

June 1991
First Quarter 1991
1989 Survey of Manufactures

May 1991
May 1991
May 1991
1989 Survey of Manufactures

April 1991
May 1991
1989 Survey of Manufactures
1989 Survey of Manufactures

May 1991

May 1991

January 1, 1990

1991

July 1, 1991

1989 Survey of Manufactures
April 1991

May 1991

1989 Survey of Manufactures
May 1991

May 1991

Seven-day Period Ending June 21, 1991
Nine-day Period Ending June 30, 1991
Seven-day Period Ending July 7, 1991
Seven-day Period Ending July 14, 1991
Seven-day Period Ending July 21, 1991
January 1991

February 1991

March 1991

July 5, 1991
July 2, 1991
July 25, 1991
July 24, 1991

July 11, 1991
July 24, 1991
July 16, 1991
July 25, 1991

July 10, 1991
July 11, 1991

July 18, 1991
July 5, 1991
July 12, 1991

July 19, 1991
July 11, 1991
July 10, 1991
July 19, 1991

July 9, 1991

July 15, 1991
July 12, 1991
July 26, 1991

July 12, 1991

July 15, 1991
July 19, 1991
July 12, 1991
July 17, 1991
July 5, 1991

July 12, 1991
July 22, 1991
July 12, 1991
July 11, 1991

July 11, 1991
July 4, 1991
July 10, 1991
July 18, 1991
July 24, 1991
July 31, 1991
July 2, 1991
July 3, 1991
July 9, 1991
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Subject

Reference Period

Release Date

Raw Materials Price Index

Real Gross Domestic Product at Factor
Cost by Industry

Refined Petroleum Products, Sales

Restaurants, Caterers and Taverns

Retail Trade

Revised 1988-89 Migration Estimates
by Census Division

Rigid Insulating Board

Rolled Steel, Shipments

Sawnmiills in British Columbia

Sawmills East of the Rockies

Selected Financial Indexes

Short-term Expectations Survey

Socio-economic Profiles of Taxfilers
for Census Metropolitan Areas

Soft Drinks

Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products

Steel Primary Forms

Steel Pipe and Tubing

Sugar Sales
Surface and Marine Transport
Service Bulletin

Telephone Statistics

Tobacco Products

Travel Between Canada and Other
Countries

Truck Use Survey

Unemployment Insurance Statistics
University Enrolments and Graduates

Wholesale Trade
Wool Production and Supply

June 1991

May 1991
May 1991
June 1991
May 1991
May 1991

May 1991
June 1991
May 1991

May 1991
May 1991
June 1991

1989

June 1991

May 1991

May 1991

Week Ending June 29, 1991
Week Ending July 6, 1991
Week Ending July 13, 1991
Week Ending July 20, 1991
May 1991

1989 Survey of Manufactures
June 1991

Vol. 7, No. 3

May 1991
June 1991

May 1991
1989

May 1991
1990-91

May 1991
1990

July 26, 1991

July 31, 1991
July 2, 1991

July 30, 1991
July 22, 1991
July 22, 1991

July 9, 1991
July 8, 1991
July 29, 1991
July 15, 1991

July 24, 1991
July 24, 1991
July 9, 1991
July 4, 1991

July 23, 1991
July 18, 1991
July 8, 1991

July 10, 1991
July 5, 1991

July 11, 1991
July 18, 1991
July 25, 1991
July 10, 1991
July 26, 1991
July 8, 1991

July 3, 1991

July 24, 1991
July 17, 1991

July 12, 1991
July 5, 1991

July 24, 1991
July 30, 1991

July 23, 1991
July 10, 1991




