
Health Reports  
Second Quarter 1991  

The second quarter 1991 issue of Health Reports, offering access to essential data on topical areas  
of the health field in Canada, is now available.  

This issue features analytical a rt icles on Canadian cancer statistics, and trends in the changing  

patterns in fertility affecting first births after 30 years of age. Of particular interest to the health  
community and researchers is an a rticle describing the activities of a workshop on the use of  
population surveys to measure the health of Canadians. Also included in the publication are  
highlights on causes of death, therapeutic abortions, trends in hospital utilization, residential care  
facilities and the mortality atlas of Canada.  

The second quarter 1991 issue of Health Repo rts, Vol. 3, No. 2 (82-003, $26/$104) is now  
available. See "How to Order Publications".  

For further information on this release, contact Nelson Nault (613-951-1746), Canadian Centre for  

Health Information.  
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• Building Permits, June 1991  
The preliminary value of building permits issued in Canada increased 3.5% in  
June to a level of $2,354 million, up from $2,274 million in May.  

• Construction Union Wage Rate Index, July 1991  
The year-to-year rate of increase in the Canada total Union Wage Rate Index for  
construction trades was 2.9%, half the rate of change at this time last year.  

• Federal Expenditures in Support of Education and Training,  
1982-83 to 1990-91  
According to estimates, federal spending in suppo rt  of education and training  
reached $6.9 billion in 1990-91.  

• Health Reports, Second Qua rter 1991  
The number of new cases of cancer in Canada is rising at a rate of 2,000 to  
3,000 per year. The estimate for 1991 is 109,000 new cases.  

((continued on page 2)  
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Railway Operating Statistics, May 1991 
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MAJOR RELEASES 

Building Permits 
(Seasonally Adjusted Data) 
June 1991 

Summary 

The preliminary value of building permits issued in 
Canada increased 3.5% in June to a level of $2,354 
million, up from $2,274 million in May. This increase 
can be attributed entirely to the residential 
construction sector. 

Note: Revised data for May, preliminary data 
for June. 

Residential Sector 

• The preliminary value of residential building 
permits was up 8.6% in June to a level of $1,481 
million, from $1,364 million in May. 

• Increases were recorded in both the single-family 
dwelling sector (+ 8.3% to $1,080 million) and in 
the multi-family dwelling sector (+ 9.3% to $401 
million). 

• All regions in Canada reported increases in the 
value of residential building permits in June. 

• The total number of dwelling units authorized in 
June increased by 10.6% to 175,000 units at 
annual rates, of which 100,000 units were single-
detached dwellings and 75,000 units were 

J A SOND J F MA M J 
1990 	 1991 

Note: Revised data for May, preliminary data 
for June. 

multiple dwellings. Since January 1991, the total 
number bf dwelling units authorized has been 
increasing at an average monthly rate of 13.9%. 

Non-residential Sector 

• The preliminary value of non-residential building 
permits declined 4.0% in June to $873 million, 
down from $910 million in May. 

Note: Revised data for May, preliminary data 
for June. 

Value of Building Permits Issued in Canada 
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Building Permits Indices  
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Trend-cycle2  

— Seasonally Adjusted  

I This series is deflated by using the construction input price  

index which includes cost of material and labor.  
2  The trend-cycle shows the seasonally-adjusted value of  

Building Permits without irregular in fluences which can  
obscure the short-term trend.  

Available on CANSIM: matrices 80 (levels 3-7, 16- 
22), 129, 137, 443, 989-992, 994, 995 and 4073.  

The June 1991 issue of Building Permits (64-001,  
$22/$220) is scheduled for release the second week  
of September.  

For further information on statistics, contact Pierre  
Pichette (613-951-2585) or Marcel Poirier (613-
951-2026), and for analytical information, contact Paul  
Grafton (613-951-2025), Investment and Capital Stock  
Division. •  
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The Daily, August 29, 1991  

• The value of building permits rose 45.0% in the  
institutional sector (to a level of $271 million), but  

declined 7.6% in the industrial sector (to $148  
million) and 19.3% in the commercial sector (to  
$454 million).  

• Quebec (+ 4.1%) and Ontario (+ 5.5%) were the  
only regions to report  a gain in the value of non-
residential building permits in June.  

Short-term Trend  

• The short-term trend (excluding engineering  
projects) increased by 0.4% in April to a level of  

92.1. This marks the first increase since the  
index began to fall in September 1989.  

• The trend index of residential permits increased  

for the fourth consecutive month in April (+ 3.2%  

to 91.1) while the non-residential trend index  
continued to decline (-3.2% to 93.3).  

Advance Estimate of Residential Building Permits  
for July 1991  

• The advance estimate for July indicates that the  
value of residential building permits issued in  
Canada rose to $1,557 million, up 3.3% from the  

revised valuer for June ($1,507 million).  

• The advance estimate of dwelling units authorized  
in July showed an increase of 5.1% to 186,000  
units at annual rates, from the revised level' of  
177,000 units reported in June.  

I The addition of data due to the advance estimate for 
July results in the revision of seasonally adjusted 
figures for previous months (including June). 
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• Construction Union Wage Rate 
Index (1986 = 100) 
July 1991 

The Canada Total Union Wage Rate Index (including 
supplements) for construction trades (1986 = 100) 
remained unchanged in July from June's level of 
123.1. On a year-over-year basis, the composite 
index increased by 2.9% from 119.6 to 123.1. 

On a monthly basis, the index for Saint John 
increased slightly by 0.9% in July due to increments 
in the existing contracts for carpenters and labourers. 

On a yearly basis, the largest increase was 
observed for Toronto (6.8%), followed closely by 
Sudbury (6.1%) and Ottawa and Thunder Bay (6.0%). 

For the remaining cities, yearly increases ranged from 
0.7% in Edmonton to 5.9% in Windsor except for the 
cities in Newfoundland, Quebec and British Columbia 
which recorded no change at all. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 956, 958 and 2033 
to 2038. 

The third quarter 1991 issue of Construction Price 
Statistics (62-007, $18/$72) will be available in 
December. See "How to Order Publications". 

For further information on this release, contact the 
Information and Current Analysis Unit (613-951-9607), 
Prices Division. 

• 

Construction Union Wage Rate Indexes, Basic Rate plus Supplements 
July 1991 
(1986 =100) 

% change 

July June July July 1991/ July 1991/ 
1991 1991 1990 June 1991 July 1990 

Canada 123.1 123.1 119.6 - 2.9 

St.John's 119.6 119.6 119.6 
Halifax 120.2 120.2 115.5 4.1 
Saint John 126.0 124.9 120.2 0.9 4.8 
Quebec City 124.1 124.1 124.1 
Chicoutimi 124.1 124.1 124.1 
Montreal 124.1 124.1 124.1 

Ottawa 133.4 133.4 125.9 6.0 
Toronto 136.4 136.4 127.7 6.8 
Hamilton 130.5 130.5 124.1 5.2 
St. Catharines 130.8 130.8 124.7 4.9 
Kitchener 129.1 129.1 124.4 3.8 
London 132.5 132.5 125.3 5.7 
Windsor 132.9 132.9 125.5 5.9 
Sudbu ry  134.0 134.0 126.3 6.1 
Thunder Bay 133.5 133.5 125.9 6.0 

Winnipeg 117.7 117.7 112.6 4.5 
Calgary  110.9 110.9 109.9 0.9 
Edmonton 108.8 108.8 108.0 0.7 
Vancouver 116.8 116.8 116.8 
Victoria 115.9 115.9 115.9 

- Nil or zero . • 
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Federal Expenditures in Support of 
Education and Training 
1982-83 to 1990-91 

Highlights 

• According to estimates, federal spending 1  in 
suppo rt  of education and training . reached $6.9 
billion in 1990-91. This marks a drop of 7.6% 
from the previous fiscal year, compared to an 
increase of 4.3% in overall government spending 
(excluding debt charges). 

• During the period 1982-83 to 1990-91, federal 
government spending in support of education and 
training increased by an average of 6.1%, while 
total spending increased by an average of 5.1% 
per year. 

• After reaching a peak of 7.3% in 1985-86, the 
propo rtion of the federal budget dedicated to 
education and training fell to 6.4% in 1990-91. 
The only year when the propo rtion was lower was 
1982-83. 

• Federal expenditures on education and training as 
a percentage of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
grew from 1.14% in 1982-83 to a peak of 1.31% 
in 1985-86, then fell steadily to the current level of 
1.02%. 

• The provinces and territories remain the principal 
recipients of federal funding for education and 
training, but their share has dropped from the high 
of 56.0% in 1984-85, falling by 14.3 percentage 
points to a low of 41.7% in 1990-91. The share 

Please note that the federal support  data in this bulletin 
refers to cash expenditures. As such, it excludes the 
value of tax points vacated to the provinces and 
territories for postsecondary education under the 
Federal-Provincial Fiscal Arrangements and Federal 
Post-Secondary Education and Health Contributions 
Act, 1977. It also excludes the value of any tax 
assistance resulting from tax reductions, exemptions, 
and refunds related to education and training. 
Estimates of the total value of the above suppo rt  is 
available in various reports published by the 
Department of Finance, the Department of the 
Secretary of State and the Treasury Board of Canada. 

of suppo rt  going to private enterprises, individuals, 
and associations has risen from 17.9% to 32.3% 
over the course of the same period. 

Education Statistics Service Bulletin: Federal 
Expenditures in Support  of Education and Training, 
1982-83 to 1990-91 (81-002, Vol.13, No.4, $4.90/$49) 
is now available. See "How to Order Publications". 

For further information, contact Bernard Bourgoin 
(613-951-1506), Finance Section, Education, Culture 
and Tourism Division. • 

Health Reports 
Second Quarter 1991 

Highlights 

Patterns and Change in Canadian Fertility, 1971-
1988 : First Births After Age 30 

• From 1971 to 1988 a rapid increase occurred in 
the number and rates of first births to women in 
their 30s, while rates declined for women under 
25 years of age. 

• Among women aged 30-34 years, the rate for first 
births increased from 11.5 in 1971 to 22.3 in 
1988, a 94% increase over the 17 years. 

• During this period, the rate for women aged 35-39 
years increased 97%, from 3.0 to 5.9 births per 
1,000 women the same age. 

• In 1971, 70% of first births occurred to women 
less than 25 years of age and 7% to those 30 
and older. In 1988, women younger than 25 
accounted for about 41% of first births while 
women 30 and older accounted for 18%. 

Cancer Incidence and Mortality 

• The number of new cases of cancer in Canada is 
rising at a rate of 2,000 to 3,000 per year. The 
estimate for 1991 is 109,000 new cases. 

• Melanoma of the skin is the most rapidly 
increasing form of cancer in men and ranks 
second only to lung cancer in women. Since 
1985 it has been one of the top 10 cancers for 
each sex. 

	 • 
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• Lung cancer rates among men in 1986 (the latest 
actual data available) varied widely across the 
country , ranging from 51.5 per 100,000 in Albe rta 
to 90.0 in Quebec. Rates for other provinces 
were between 60 and 74 per 100,000. 

• Rising lung cancer rates for women also varied 
from province to province with Newfoundland the 
lowest at 11.9 per 100,000 and British Columbia 
the highest at 31.4. The Northwest Territories 
rate of 75.6 is among the highest reported in the 
world. 

Causes of Death 

• A total of 190,965 deaths were recorded in 
Canada in 1989. 

• In 1989, 50% of all deaths occurred at ages 75 
and over compared with 43% of deaths in 1980. 

• Although death rates from cardiovascular disease 
declined 26.5% during the 1980s, it continued to 
be the leading cause of death in Canada, 
accounting for 41% of deaths in 1989. Cancer 
was second with 27%. 

• Motor vehicle accidents (32%) and suicides 
(28%) accounted for more than half of accidental 
and violent deaths for men. For women, motor 

vehicle accidents (31%) and accidental falls 
(24%) followed by suicide (19%) were the most 
frequent causes of death in this category. 

Trends in Hospital Inpatient Utilization 

• In the period since 1961 when universal hospital 
insurance was first introduced, hospital separa-
tions increased 34% while the population 
increased 40%, resulting in a 6% decline in the 
hospitalization rate. 

• The aging of Canada's population is having a 
major effect on inpatient hospital use. In 1961, 
only 13% of the separations were for those aged 
65 years and older, but by 1988-89 this had more 
than doubled to 28.7%. 

• The elderly aged 75 years and over, who account 
for less than 5% of the population, consumed 
over one-third (36.6%) of all hospital days in 
1988-89. 

The second qua rter 1991 issue of Health Reports, 
Vol. 3, No. 2 (82-003 $26/$104) is now available. See 
"How to Order Publications". 

For further information on this release contact 
Nelson Nault (613-951-1746) Canadian Centre for 
Health Information. • 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Railway Operating Statistics 
May 1991 

The seven major railways reported a combined net 
gain of $45.8 million in May 1991. Operating revenues 
of $629.9 million were down $6.9 million or 1.1% from 
the May 1990 figure. 

Revenue freight tonne-kilometres were up 2.1%. 
Freight train-kilometres registered an increase of 
7.2% and freight car-kilometres increased by 2.7% 
compared to May 1990. 

All 1990 figures have been revised. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 142. 

The May 1991 issue of the Railway Operating 
Statistics (52-003, $10.50/$105) is to be released the 
second week of September. 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Angus MacLean (613-951-2484), Transpo rta-
tion Division. • 

Provincial Government Assets and 
Liabilities 
March 31, 1990 

At March 31, 1990, the financial assets of provincial 
and territorial governments stood at $118,526 million 
and liabilities at $193,898 million. The net debt 
(excess of liabilities over financial assets) of $75,372 
million increased by 4.2% over the $72,313 million at 
March 31, 1989. 

A summary of balance sheet items by province as 
at March 31, 1990 is now available. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 3201 to 3213. 

For further information on this release, contact 
Ferhana Ansari (613-951-1835), Public Institutions 
Division. 

Data are available through custom and special 
tabulation. For more information or general inquiries 
on Public Institutions Division's products or services 
contact Patricia Phillips, Data Dissemination Co-
Ordinator (613-951-0767). • 
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How to Order Publications 

Statistics Canada publications may be purchased by 
mall order from Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main 
Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6 or phone 
613-951-7277. 

Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the 
Receiver General for Canada/Publications and provide 
full information on publications required (catalogue 
number, title, issue). 

Publications may also be ordered through Statistics 
Canada's offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, Calga ry  and 
Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore agents or other 
booksellers. 
A national toll-free telephone order service is in 
operation at Statistics Canada. The toll-free line 
(1-800-267-6677) can be used by Canadian customers 
for the ordering of Statistics Canada products and 
services. 

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin for Statistical 
Information 

Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada: $120.00 annually; United States: US$144.00 annually; 
Other Countries: US$168.00 annually 

Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 10-L, R.H. Coats Bldg., O ttawa K1A OT6. 

Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-951-1116) 
Editor: Bruce Simpson (613-951-1103) 

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. ® Minister of 
Industry, Science and Technology, 1991. All rights reserved. No pa rt  of this publication may 
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission 
from Chief, Author Services, Publications Division, Statistics Canada, O ttawa, Ontario, 
Canada K1A OT6. 
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED 

Farm Cash Receipts, January-June 1991. 
Catalogue number 21-001 
(Canada: $11.00/$44.00; United States: US$13.25/ 
US$53.00; Other Countries: US$15.50/US$62.00). 

The Dairy Review, June 1991. 
Catalogue number 23-001 
(Canada: $12.20/$122.00; United States: US$14.60/ 
US$146.00; Other Countries: US$17.10/US$171.00). 

Telephone Statistics, June 1991. 
Catalogue number 56-002 
(Canada: $8.30/$83.00; United States: US$10.00/ 
US$100.00; Other Countries: US$11.60/US$116.00). 

Education Statistics Service Bulletin: Federal 
Expenditures in Suppo rt  of Education and 
Training, Vol. 13, No. 4, 1982-83 to 1990-91. 
Catalogue number 81-002 
(Canada: $4.90/$49.00; United States: US$5.90/ 
US$59.00; Other Countries: US$6.90/US$69.00). 

Health Repo rts, Vol. 3, No. 2, Second Quarter 1991. 
Catalogue number 82-003 
(Canada: $26.00/$104.00; United States: US$31.25/ 
US$125.00; Other Countries: US$36.50/US$146.00). 

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum 
requirements of American National Standard for 
Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed 
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984. 
0 
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FIND YOUR ANSWERS IN THE CANADA YEAR BOOK 1990 
Trusted by business people, 
librarians, educators and journal-
ists for more than 120 years, the 
Canada Year Book is THE  
reference source to consult on 
Canada. 

The Canada Year Book 1990  
covers a wide range of topics... 
from education to communica-
tions, public finance to inter-
national trade, and more. 

Over 850 pages of text accom-
panied by 500 tables, 75 charts  

and computer generated maps, 
depict key social and economic 
developments in Canada. 

Your one stop encyclopedia for 
all the latest facts and figures 
about Canada and Canadians, the 
Canada Year Book 1990 is your 
ready reference source. 

The Canada Year Book 1990  
(Cat. no. 11-402E) is priced at 
$49.95 plus $5.05 postage and 
handling in Canada and US 
$49.95 plus US $20.05 postage  

and handling outside Canada. 
To order, write Publication 

Sales, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K 1 A OT6 
or contact the nearest Statistics 
Canada Regional Reference 
Centre listed in this publication. 

For faster serv ice, fax your 
order to 1-613-951-1584. Or  
call toll free 1-800-267-6677 
and use your VISA or 
MasterCard. 


