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MAJOR RELEASE 

Monthly Survey of Manufacturing 
November 1991 

Seasonally Adjusted 

Shipments increased 0.6% in November, partially 
offsetting the combined decline of 2.2% recorded 
over the previous two months. In terms of value, the 
largest increases in November shipments were in 
non-durable goods industries — such as food, tobacco, 
and refined petroleum and coal products industries. 
Unfilled orders declined 0.3%, resuming the pa ttern of 
monthly decreases evident since April 1989 with a 
few minor exceptions — such as the slight increase 
last month. After 10 monthly declines, inventory 
levels for November showed no change from the 
previous month. New orders increased 0.2%, largely 
due to increases in the non-durable goods industries 
noted above. 

The short-term trend smooths out irregular 
month-to-month movements which are not sustained 
over a longer period. After increasing in April, May 
and June, the short-term trend for shipments showed 
no change in July and August and then declined in 
the two most recent periods (September and 
October). The shipments trend for the motor vehicle, 
parts and accessories industries declined for the first 
time since January 1991. The trend for unfilled 
orders has declined since April 1989 and the decline 
in the inventory trend has lasted almost two years. 

Highlights 

• Preliminary estimates indicate that manufacturers' 
shipments were $23.1 billion in November, an 
increase of 0.6% from October. Thirteen of the 
22 major groups recorded increases with the food 
(3.4%) and refined petroleum and coal products 
(4.1%) industries reporting the largest increases 
in value. 

• The trend for shipments declined over the two 
most recent periods. Shipments trends for 10 of 
the 22 major groups (accounting for 51% of 
shipment values) fell over the three most recent 
periods. The largest industries, in value terms, 
included the food, paper and allied products, 
chemicals, and refined petroleum and coal 

products industries. 	Partially offsetting these 
declines were the trends for eight major groups 
(accounting for 20% of shipment values) which 
continued to increase in the three most recent 
periods but generally at a slower pace. These 
industries, in terms of largest value, included the 
primary metals and wood industries. Industries 
for which the trend had been increasing but 
began to decrease in the most recent month 
included the transpo rtation equipment and primary 
tèxtiles industries. 

• Inventories (owned) remained unchanged in 
November at $34.5 billion, following 10 monthly 
declines. 	Higher levels in the transpo rtation 
equipment industries (2.9%) were partially offset 
by decreases in 15 of the remaining 21 major 
groups. The trend for inventories (owned) has 
been declining since January 1990. 

• The inventories to shipments ratio declined 
from 1.50 in October to 1.49 in November. The 
trend, which had been declining since February 
1991, remained unchanged in the two most 
recent periods. 

• Unfilled orders decreased 0.3% to $24.0 billion 
in November, resuming the pa ttern of monthly 
decreases evident since April 1989 with a few 
minor exceptions — such as the slight increase in 
October. 	An increase in the transpo rtation 
equipment industries (0.7%) was more than offset 
by decreases in the machinery (-3.4%), electrical 
and electronic products (-1.3%), and fabricated 
metals (-2.6%) industries. The trend for unfilled 
orders continued to fall but at a slower pace in 
recent months. 

Unfilled orders are the stock of orders which 
will generate future shipments, assuming that 
orders are not cancelled. New orders are defined 
as the sum of shipments for the current month 
(i.e., orders received this month and shipped 
within the same month) plus the change in unfilled 
orders. 

• New orders increased 0.2% to $23.1 billion 
following two monthly decreases. The trend for 
new orders declined in the most recent period. 
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Manufacturers' Inventories, Shipments and Unfilled Orders, Seasonally Adjusted, November 1991 
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Year-to-date 

• Manufacturers' shipments for the first 11 months 
of 1991 were estimated at $254.3 billion, 6.0% 
lower than the value for the corresponding period 
in 1990. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 9550-9580. 

For more information, please consult the 
November 1991 issue of Monthly Survey of Manufac-
turing (31-001, $17.30/$173), available shortly. Data 
for shipments by province in greater detail than 
normally published may be available on request. 

For further information, please contact Bob 
Traversy (613-951-9497) or the Monthly Survey of 
Manufacturing Section (613-951-9832), Industry 
Division. 

Shipments, Inventories and Orders in all Manufacturing Industries 
November 1991 

Not seasonally adjusted Seasonally adjusted 

Period Shipments Inven- Unfilled New Shipments Inven- Unfilled New 
tories  orders orders tories  orders orders 

$ millions 

November 1990 24,359 37,749 25,831 23,603 23,716 38,037 26,076 23,100 
December 1990 21,354 37,411 25,267 20,790 23,492 38,118 25,830 23,245 
January 1991 21,544 37,613 25,631 21,908 22,898 37,393 25,806 22,874 
February 1991 20,950 37,789 25,215 20,533 22,564 37,106 25,277 22,036 
March 1991 22,990 37,683 25,083 22,858 22,700 36,991 24,997 22,420 

April 1991 23,526 36,914 25,335 23,778 23,138 36,377 25,271 23,412 
May 1991 25,065 36,147 25,189 24,919 23,312 35,953 24,875 22,916 
June 1991 24,451 35,497 24,867 24,128 23,503 35,718 24,754 23,381 
July 1991 21,560 35,027 24,377 21,070 23,249 35,397 24,283 22,778 

August 1991 23,179 34,850 24,222 23,024 23,516 35,040 24,095 23,329 
September 1991 24,221 34,516 24,024 24,022 23,366 34,914 24,007 23,278 
October 1991 24,964 34,194 23,994 24,935 22,986 34,536 24,025 23,004 
November 1991 23,337 34,218 23,707 23,050 23,119 34,519 23,965 23,058 

Seasonally Adjusted 

Shipments 	Inventories 	 Inventory to 	Unfilled orders 	New orders 
Period 	 shipments ratio 

S.A. Trend S.A. Trend S.A. Trend S.A. Trend S.A. 	Trend 

Month-to-month % change Ratio Month-to-month % change 

November 1990 -4.2 -1.3 -0.4 -0.3 1.60 1.60 -2.3 -1.3 -5.7 -1.4 
December 1990 -0.9 -1.2 0.2 -0.5 1.62 1.61 -0.9 -1.2 0.6 -1.1 
January 1991 -2.5 -0.9 -1.9 -0.7 1.63 1.61 -0.1 -0.9 -1.6 -0.7 
February 1991 -1.5 -0.6 -0.8 -0.9 1.64 1.61 -2.0 -0.7 -3.7 -0.3 
March 1991 0.6 -0.1 -0.3 -1.0 1.63 1.60 -1.1 -0.6 1.7 0.0 

April 1991 1.9 0.3 -1.7 -1.0 1.57 1.57 1.1 -0.7 4.4 0.2 
May 1991 0.8 0.5 -1.2 -1.0 1.54 1.55 -1.6 -0.8 -2.1 0.3 
June 1991 0.8 0.5 -0.7 -0.9 1.52 1.53 -0.5 -0.9 2.0 0.4 
July 1991 -1.1 0.0 -0.9 -0.9 1.52 1.52 -1.9 -1.0 -2.6 -0.1 

August 1991 1.2 0.0 -1.0 -0.8 1.49 1.51 -0.8 -0.8 2.4 0.2 
September 1991 -0.6 -0.2 -0.4 -0.6 1.49 1.50 -0.4 -0.6 -0.2 0.0 
October 1991 -1.6 -0.3 -1.1 -0.6 1.50 1.50 0.1 -0.5 -1.2 -0.1 
November 1991 0.6 0.0 " 1.49 -0.3 0.2 " 

• The short-term trend represents a weighted average of the data. 	 • 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Steel Primary Forms 
Week Ending January 11, 1992 

Preliminary estimates indicate that Canadian steel 
primary forms production for the week ending January 
11, 1992 totalled 254 014 tonnes, up 24.6% from the 
preceding week's total of 203 927 tonnes but down 
2.4% from the year-earlier level of 260 200 tonnes. 
The cumulative total in 1992 was 370 544 tonnes, a 
decrease of 1.9% from 377 598 tonnes for the same 
period in 1991. 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Greg Milsom (613-951-9827), Industry 
Division. • 

Soft Drinks 
December 1991 

Data on soft drinks for December 1991 are now 
available. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 196. 

The publication Monthly Production of Soft Drinks 
(32-001,$2.70/$27) will be released at a later date. 

For further information, contact Peter Zylstra 
(613-951-3511), Industry Division. 	 • 
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How to Order Publications 

Statistics Canada publications may be purchased by 
mail order from Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main 
Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6 or phone 
613-951-7277. 

Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the 
Receiver General for Canada/Publications and provide 
full information on publications required (catalogue 
number, title, issue). Canadian customers, please 
remember to add 7% Goods and Se rvices Tax. 

Publications may also be ordered through Statistics 
Canada's offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, Calgary  and 
Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore agents or other 
booksellers. 

A national toll-free telephone order service is in 
operation at Statistics Canada. The toll-free line 
(1-800-267-6677) can be used by Canadian customers 
for the ordering of Statistics Canada products and 
services. 

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin for Statistical 
Information 

Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada: $120.00 annually; United States: US$144.00 annually; 
Other Countries: US$168.00 annually 

Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 10-L, R.H. Coats Bldg., O ttawa K1A OT6. 

Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-951-1116) 
Editor: Tim Prichard (613-951-1103) 

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada o  Minister of 
Industry, Science and Technology, 1992. All rights reserved. No pa rt  of this publication may 
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission 
from Chief, Author Se rvices, Publications Division, Statistics Canada, O ttawa, Ontario, 
Canada K1A OT6. 
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED 

Cereals and Oilseeds Review, October 1991. 
Catalogue number 22-007 
(Canada: $13.80/$138; United States: 
US$16.60/US$166; Other Countries: 
US$19.30/US$193). 

Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas Production, 
September 1991. 
Catalogue number 26-006 
(Canada: $10/$100; United States: US$12/US$120; 
Other Countries: US$14/US$140). 

Industry Price Indexes, October 1991. 
Catalogue number 62-011 
(Canada: $18.20/$182; United States: 
US$21.80/US$218; Other Countries: 
US$25.50/US$255).' 

Canada's International Transactions in Securities, 
October 1991. 
Catalogue number 67-002 
(Canada: $15.80/$158; United States: 
US$19/US$190; Other Countries: US$22.10/US$221). 

Salaries and Salary Scales of Full-time Teaching 
Staff at Canadian Universities, 1991-92 Preliminary. 
Catalogue number 81-258P 
(Canada: $22; United States: US$26; 
Other Countries: US$31). 

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum 
requirements of American National Standard for 
Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed 
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984. 
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