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• Household Facilities and Equipment, 1992  
In 1992, Canadians continue to increase their ownership of what  

the media has referred to as "cocooning" leisure items.  

• Short-term Expectations Survey  
A new series of forecasts from a small group of economists is released today.  
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MAJOR RELEASES  

Percentage of households with  

1982  
1992 

Recreational items  
Adult-sized bicycles  

47.2 
%//////////////////////////////. 51.4  

*1983  
1992  

1982  

Household/entertainment Items  

VCRs  
6.4  

73.8  

Cross-country  skis 
2 or more colour TVs  

12.3  
1982  25.3 1992  42.7 
1992  24.9 

Microwave ovens  

Boats 1982  0.3  
1992  /A  76.0  

1982  
1992  

16.1 
14.8 t; 

Gas barbecues  
"1984  19.9  

Overnight camping equipment 1992  50.5  
1982 ::::> 	28.3 Camcorders  1992 %//////////////% 28.6  

"1988  2.8  

Vacation homes in C anada  1992  10.2  

1982  6.3  Home computers  
1992  60  "1986  10.4  

1992  %/////////A  20.0  
Downhill skis CD players  

1982  16.6 "1988  7.9  
1992  20.2 1992  26.9  

• First time Statistics Canada included item in survey. 

Household Facilities and Equipment  
1992  

Highlights  

In 1992, Canadians continue to increase their  
ownership of what the media has referred to as  
"cocooning" leisure items, while---the -  diknérshi'p  -of  
recreational items shows little , changë ,.:o ■ er the  
decade. The compact disc plâyer is becoming a  
consumer favourite with 26.9% of households_ now  
having one, up sharply from 20.9% in 1991•; 15.4% in  

1990 and 7.9% in 1988. Over four in 10 households  
(42.7%) now own two or more colour television sets  
compared to only 12.3% in 1982. 9  

Recreational items, however, cto..nat show-similar 
increases in popularity as "cocooning" items. Adult- 
sized bicycles are owned by 51.4% of households, 
virtually unchanged since 1989 (51.6%) and up only 

four percentage points since 1982 (47.2%).  
Cross-country  skis appear to have lost popularity with  
households: in 1992, 24.9% of households have  
cross-country  skis, down from 26.3% in 1989 and  
25.3% a decade ago. Meanwhile, one in five  
households (20.2%) now have downhill skis,  
unchanged from three years ago but up from 16.6% a  

-- decade ago.  
~< 

Video cassette recorders (VCRs) are now found  
in 73.8% of Canadian homes, up from 68.6% last  

year, 45.2% . in 1987 and 6.4% in 1983. Almost  

one in 10 households (9.8%) now have two or  
More VCRs.  

:.The propo rtion of households with camcorders (or  
video cameras) almost doubled over the past two  
years. In 1992, 10.2% of households have  
camcorders, compared to 5.6% in 1990 and 2.8%  
in 1988.  
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• Microwave ovens continue to be popular with  
Canadians. In 1992, 76.0% of households have a  
microwave, up from 73.5% in 1991, 43.3% five  
years ago and 10.3% in 1982.  

• More than half of all households (50.5%) have a  
gas barbecue, up from 48.1% in 1991, 45.9% in  
1990 and 19.9% in 1984.  

• The popularity of home computers almost doubled  
in the last six years, increasing from 10.4% in  
1986 to 20.0% in 1992.  

• Overnight camping equipment regained popularity  

in recent years with 28.6% of households having  

some type of equipment, up from 27.1% in 1989.  
In 1982, 28.3% of households had camping  
equipment.  

• Other items owned by relatively few households in  
1992 and which showed little or no change over  
the past decade include snowmobiles (6.3%),  
boats (14.8%) and vacation homes in Canada  
(6.0%).  

occupy single-attached dwellings (doubles, rows,  
etc.), apartments (including duplexes and  
triplexes) and mobile homes.  

• The home ownership rate, now at 63.1%,  
remained virtually unchanged during the past  
decade.  

• Among homeowners, about half (50.6%) do not  
have mortgages, a slight increase from 49.8% in  
1987 and 45.8% in 1982.  

• Piped gas continues to be the most popular  
primary fuel for home heating, although the  
popularity of other fuels changed considerably  
over the past 10 years. Piped gas is now used as  
a primary fuel in 45.3% of dwellings (42.2% in  
1982), electricity in 33.9% (21.4% in 1982) and  

oil in 16.0% (31.0% in 1982).  

For both national and provincial estimates,  
Household Facilities and Equipment, 1992 (64-202,  
$28) is now available. See "How to Order  
Publications".  

For more information concerning these data or on  
the availability of special request tabulations, contact  
the Income and Housing Surveys Section  
(613-951-9778 or fax: 613-951-0562), Household  
Surveys Division. •  

• During the past decade, the proportion of house-
holds that occupy single-detached dwellings  

• 
remained fairly stable (56.6% in 1992). Only  
slight variations were seen in the proportions that  
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Short-term Expectations Survey 
The following are the forecasts of the year-over-year 
change in the Consumer Price Index and the 
unemployment rate for October 1992, of merchandise 
exports and impo rts for September 1992 and the 
month-to-month change in the Gross Domestic 
Product for August 1992. 

The increase in the Consumer Price Index for 
October was forecast at 1.4%, with minimum and 
maximum values of 1.2% and 1.8%, respectively. In 
September, the mean forecast (1.3%) matched the 
actual outcome. 

The mean forecast of the unemployment rate for 
October was 11.4% (minimum 11.3%, maximum 
11.6%). For September, the mean forecast (11.5%) 
overestimated the outcome by 0.1 percentage points. 

September merchandise exports were forecast to 
be $13.1 billion, with a minimum and maximum of 
$12.7 billion and $13.3 billion, respectively. For 
August, the mean forecast of $13.1 billion over-
estimated the outcome by $0.1 billion. The forecast 
of impo rts for the same period was $12.3 billion, with 
minimum and maximum values of $12.0 billion and 

Note to Users 

Since April 1990, Statistics Canada has been canvassing a 
small group of economic analysts (an average of 23 
pa rticipants) and requesting from them a one-month-ahead 
forecast of key economic indicators. This month, 
participants were asked for forecasts of the year-to-year 
change in the Consumer Price Index, the unemployment 
rate, and merchandise exports and impo rts, as well as a 
forecast of the monthly change in the Gross Domestic 
Product. 

$12.5 billion, respectively. For August, the mean 
forecast of $12.5 billion overestimated the actual 
imports by $0.3 billion. 

Gross Domestic Product was forecast to have 
changed by 0.2% between July and August 1992, 
with minimum and maximum changes of -0.1% and 
1.0%. On October 30, Statistics Canada announced 
that the actual change in GDP for August was 0.5%. 

For a complete set of tables or more information 
concerning this survey, contact Diane Lachapelle 
(613-951-0568). O 
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FORECASTS VS. ACTUAL 
• 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Motor Carrier Freight Quarterly Survey 
(All Carriers) 
Second Quarter 1992 

The results of the Motor Carrier Freight Quarterly 
Survey, covering the activities of for-hire trucking 
carriers with annual operating revenues of $1 millio n . 

or more, are now available for the second qua rter of 
1992. 

Highlights 

• During the second qua rter, 1,243 carriers earning 
$1 million or more annually generated total 
operating revenues of $2.1 billion. 

• Total .operating expenses for the second qua rter 
of 1992 amounted to $2.0 billion, a slight increase 
of 4.0% from the second qua rter of 1991. The 
major expense was salaries and wages, which 
accounted for 32.7% of the total operating 
expenses. 

• Total operating expenses over total operating 
revenues resulted in an operating ratio of 0.97 for 
the second qua rter of 1992. This ratio was 
virtually unchanged from the second quarters of 
1991 and 1990. 

Detailed data for the second qua rter of 1992 will 
appear in the December issue of Surface and Marine 
Transport  Service Bulletin (50-002, $9.40/$75). 

For further information, contact Dan Calof 
(613-951-2519), Transpo rtation Division. 	• 

• Year-to-date figures in August 1992 showed net 
generation at 328 746 GWh, up 1.8% over the 
previous year's period. Year-to-date exports, at 
19 855 GWh, were up 37.1% and impo rts, at 
4 676 GWh, were up 0.2% from the year-earlier 
period. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 3987-3999. 

The August 1992 issue of Electric Power 
Statistics (57-001, $9/$90) will be available the first 
week of November. See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Dave Madsen (613-951-9823), Energy 
Section, Industry Division. • 

Full-time Enrolment In Trade and 
Vocational Programs in Canada 
1989-1990 

Figures for 1989-1990 are now available for full-time 
enrolment in trade and vocational programs. 

Further information is presented in the October 
issue of Education Statistics Bulletin: Full-time 
Enrolment in Trade and Vocational Programs in 
Canada, 1989-1990, Vol. 14, No. 7 (81-002, 
$4.90/49), which is now available. 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact the Postsecondary Education Section (613-
951-8285), Education, Culture and Tourism Division. 

•  

Electric Power Statistics 
August 1992 

Highlights 

• Net generation of electric energy in Canada in 
August 1992 decreased to 37 954 gigawatt hours 
(GWh), down 1.2% from August 1991. For the 
same period, exports increased 5.2% to 3 239 
GWh and imports increased from 343 GWh to 
473 GWh. 
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How to Order Publications  

Simplify your search for data with the Statistics Canada  
Catalogue 1992. Using the keyword index, you'll find  
sources for statistics on all areas of Canadian social and  
economic activity. For easy access to over 800  
Statistics Canada products and services, order the  
Statistics Canada Catalogue 1992 (11-204E, $13.95;  
United States: US$17; Other Countries: US$20).  
You may order Statistics Canada products and services  
by telephone. From Canada and the United States, call  
toll-free 1-800-267-6677. From all other locations, call  

613-951-7277 (not toll- free).  

You may purchase Statistics Canada publications by  

writing to Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main Building,  
Statistics Canada, O ttawa K1A OT6.  
Please enclose a cheque or money order payable to the  
Receiver General for Canada/Publications. Provide full  
information on each publication order (catalogue  
number, title, issue). Canadian customers, please add  
7% GST.  
Publications may also be ordered from Statistics  
Canada's Regional Reference Centres in St. John's,  
Halifax, Montreal, O ttawa, Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina,  
Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver, or from authorized  
bookstore agents or other booksellers.  
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED  

Household Facilities and Equipment, 1992.  
Catalogue number 64-202  
(Canada: $28; United States: US$34; Other  
Countries: US$39).  

Book Publishing, 1990-91.  
Catalogue number 87-210  
(Canada: $17; United States: US$20; Other  
Countries: US$24).  

Imports by Commodity, August 1992.  
Catalogue number 65-007  
(Canada: $55.10/$551; United States:  
US$66.10/US$661; Other Countries:  
US$77.10/US$771).  

Education Statistics Bulletin: Full-time Enrolment  
in Trade and Vocational Programs in Canada,  

1989-1990. Vol. 14, No. 7.  
Catalogue number 81-002  
(Canada: $4.90/$49; United States: US$5.90/US$59;  

Other Countries: US$6.90/US$69).  

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum  
requirements of American National Standard for  

Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed  

Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984.  
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1010123927 JOIN 
WITH THE MOST USEFUL AND ATTRACTIVE 
CANADA YEAR BOOK EVER PUBLISHED. 

On the occasion of the nation's 
125th anniversary of Confeder-
ation, the 1992 Canada Year 
Book takes a unique look at the 
fascinating highlights in the 
development of Canada since 
1867. 

Exceptionally popular among 
business people, journalists, 
librarians, 

parliamentarians, educators 
and diplomats for 125 years, the 
1992 Canada Year Book is 
designed as a comprehensive 
reference source for the latest 
on economic, political, and 
social information on Canada 
and Canadians. And for the first 
time, this "special collector's" 
edition presents picturesque 
vignettes on Canada's past with 
informative, easy-to-read text. 

Special features include: 
• a new 22cm X 30cm 

(9" X 12") format 
• larger typeface 
• over 300 rare archival 

photos 
• historical perspectives 

on Canada's past 
• 22 chapters, 577 pages 

bound in deluxe hard 
cover. 

Time and time again, you'll 
reach for this compact encyclo-
pedia to answer questions on 
all aspects of Canada. 

• THE LAND 	• THE PEOPLE 
• THE NATION • THE ECONOMY 
• ARTS AND LEISURE 

Available in separate English and French editions, the Canada Year Book (Cat. No. 11-402E) sells for $49.95 
(plus $5.05 shipping and handling) in C anada, US $60 in  the United States, and US$70 in other countries 
(includes shipping and handling). 
To order, write Publication Sales, Statistics Canada, Ottawa,-Ontario, R1A OT6, or contact the nearest 
Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre listed in this publication. 
For faster ordering, using your VISA or MasterCard, call toll-free 1-800-267-6677 or fax your order to 
(613) 951-1584. Please do not send. confirmation. 


