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In 1990, 71,092 therapeutic abortions were obtained by Canadian women  

in Canadian hospitals, an increase of 0.5% over the 70,705 therapeutic  
abortions performed in 1989.  
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MAJOR RELEASES 

Therapeutic Abortions, Canada 
1990 

Highlights 

• In 1990, 71,092 therapeutic abortions were 
obtained by Canadian women in Canadian 
hospitals'', an increase of 0.5% over the 70,705 
therapeutic abortions performed in 1989. 

• The 0.5% increase in the annual number of 
hospital-performed therapeutic abortions during 
1989-1990 follows increases of 1.2% in 1985-86, 
0.2% in 1986-87, 4% in 1987-88 and 6.92% in 
1988-89. See Table and Cha rt . 

• For the first time, Statistics Canada received 
repo rts on therapeutic abortions induced in clinics 
in the provinces of Newfoundland (63), Nova 
Scotia (81), Ontario (10,200), Manitoba (1,051) 
and British Columbia (1,129) for 1990 or pa rt  
thereof; these totalled 12,524 therapeutic 
abortions performed in clinics. 	For Quebec, 
similar information has been available for the past 
several years. 	Quebec reported 8,919 
therapeutic abortions induced in clinics in 1990, 
compared with 7,059 abortions performed in 
1989. This resulted in a total of 21,443 abortions 
performed in clinics in 1990. 

• The states along the Canada-United States 
border2  reported 1,573 legal abortions performed 
on Canadian women visiting those states in 1990, 
an increase of 1.4% from 1,551 legal abortions in 
1989. 

• The 21,443 clinic therapeutic abortions performed 
in six provinces, the 1,573 legal abortions 
performed in the United States, and the 71,092 
hospital-performed therapeutic abortions for 
Canadian women brought the total to 94,108 
abortions in 1990. 

• The rate for hospital-performed therapeutic 
abortions per 100 live births was 17.5 in 1990 
compared with 18.0 in 1989 - a decrease of 
2.8% during 1989-1990, compared to an increase 
of 2.3% during 1988-1989. 	The addition of 
abortions performed in clinics in Canada and 
abortions performed in the United States 
increased the rate to 23.2 in 1990. 

Numbers and Rates of Therapeutic Abortions 
Performed on Canadian Women in Hospitals, 
Canada, 1970-1990 

Number of abortions 
	 Rate per 100 live births 
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(Because of the first-time coverage in 1990 of 
clinic abortions from five provinces, the numbers of 
abortions carried out prior to 1990 are not comparable 
with those for 1990. The annual numbers and rates 
of therapeutic abortions performed in hospitals, 
however, are comparable.) 

Provincial Rates 

Compared to the 1990 national hospital-performed 
therapeutic abortion rate of 17.5 per 100 live births, 
the provincial and territorial rates based on the same 
data sources (with 1989 rates in brackets) were: 
Yukon Territory, 25.6 (28.3); British Columbia, 25.6 
(25.4); Northwest Territories, 21.1 (17.6); Ontario, 
20.7 (21.8); Albe rta, 15.4 (15.2); Quebec, 14.7 (15.0); 
Manitoba, 14.6 (16.0); Nova Scotia, 14.5 (16.2); 
Saskatchewan, 8.3 (8.0); Newfoundland, 6.1 (6.0); 
New Brunswick, 5.5 (5.3); and Prince Edward Island, 
2.5 (0.4). 

1  Based on reports from the 10 provinces and the two 
territories. 

2  Voluntary system of reporting from states along the 
Canada-United States border. 
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Because of the small numbers of abortions to 
women residents of Prince Edward Island (51), the 
Yukon (142) and the Northwest Territories (335), 
changes in the abortion rates in these jurisdictions 
should be interpreted with extreme caution. 

Demographic Characteristics3  

Of the Canadian women who obtained therapeutic 
abortions in hospitals during 1990, 20.4% were below 
the age of 20 years, 53.8% were between 20 and 29 
years, 23.5% between 30 and 39 years, and the 
remaining 2.3% were 40 years or over. Of the 
women who obtained abortions, 65.2% were single, 
22.8% married and the remaining 12% were 
separated, divorced, widowed or living common-law. 

At the time of abortion, 87.7% of the women had 
been pregnant for less than 13 weeks, 7.8% between 
13 and 16 weeks and another 2.5% more than 16 
weeks. For 1.9% of women the duration of 
pregnancy at abortion was not specified. 

An early abortion is a safer abortion. 	The 
increase in abortions for women pregnant for less 
than 13 weeks, from 81.3% of total abortions in 1975 
to 87.7% in 1990, may be one of the main reasons 
for the over 62% decline in abortion complication 
cases - from 3.2% of total abortions in 1975 to 
1.2% of abortions in 1990. 

Additional details will appear in Health Reports, 
Vol. 4, No. 2 (82-003, $26/$104), which is expected to 
be available in June. See "How to Order 
Publications". 

Further tabulations of 1990 therapeutic abortion 
statistics may be obtained from Nelson Nault 
(613-951-2990). For additional information about the 
release, contact Surinder Wadhera (613-951-1764), 
Canadian Centre for Health Information. 

3  Demographic characteristics of women receiving 
therapeutic abortions are only available for those where 
the procedure was carried out in a hospital. 

Total Therapeutic Abortions Performed in Hospitals, Numbers and Rates per 100 Live Births, Canada 
1981-1990 

 

Total 
Therapeutic 

Abortions 
Performed by 

Canadian 
Hospitals 1  

Therapeutic Abortions for 
Canadian Residents 

  

Therapeutic Abortion Rate for 
Canadian Residents per 100 Live Births 

      

Year 
In Canada 

  

In Canada 

 

      

Hospital 
events 

Clinic 
events in 

Quebec 

Clinic 
events 
outside 

Quebec 2  

From 
U.S. 3  

Hospital 
events 

Clinic 
events in 
Quebec 

Clinic 
events 
outside 

Quebec2  

From 
U.S. 3  

1981 65,127 65,053 4,207 2,651 17.5 1.1 0.7 
1982 66,319 66,254 4,506 4,311 17.8 1.2 1.2 
1983 61,800 61,750 3,635 3,983 16.5 1.0 1.1 
1984 62,291 62,247 3,571 3,631 16.5 0.9 1.0 
1985 62,740 62,712 3,706 2,798 16.7 1.0 0.7 
1986 63,508 63,462 3,498 2,612 17.0 0.9 0.7 
1987 63,662 63,585 3,681 2,757 17.2 1.0 0.7 
1988 66,251 66,137 4,617 1,939 17.6 1.2 0.5 
1989 70,779 70,705 7,059 1,551 18.0 1.8 0.4 

1990 71,222 71,092 8,919 12,524 1,573 17.5 2.2 3.1 0.4 

I Relates to hospital therapeutic abortions (including non-residents) reported by the 10 p rovinces and the two territories. 
2  Figures for 1990 relate to Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Quebec, Onta rio, Manitoba and British Columbia. 
3  Relates to legal abortions performed on Canadian women visiting the states along the Canada-United States border. • 
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Exploration, Development and 
Capital Expenditures for Mining and 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Wells 
Intentions 1992 

The mining sector is expected to decrease its 
intended capital spending during 1992 to $6.7 billion 
or 12% less than the $7.7 billion in 1991. The 
decrease is accounted for by a 14% decrease ($0.8 
billion) in the petroleum and natural gas industry and 
by a 7% decrease ($0.1 billion) in metal and non-
metal mines. 

Highlights 

Metal and Non-metal Mining 

• The expected 10% decrease in investment in 
metal mining (down from $1,290 million in 1991 to 
$1,162 million in 1992) is mainly due to a 
decrease in iron mines. 

• In non-metal mining, a decrease in coal mines is 
expected to be offset by an increase in asbestos 
mines. 

• By province and territory, the most significant 
variations in planned capital spending are 
observed in Nova Scotia (down from $110 million 
in 1991 to $46 million in 1992) and in the Yukon 
Territory (down from $114 million in 1991 to $37 
million in 1992). 

Capital Expenditures 
Mining, Petroleum and Natural Gas Wells 

$ billions 
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1985-1990 Actual, 1991 Preliminary Actual, 1992 Intentions.  

Note to Users 

This information on capital and repair expenditures in the 
mining and the petroleum and natural gas sub-industries 
supplements data that was released by The Daily and 
CANSIM on February 27, 1992, and that was published in 
Private and Public Investment in Canada, Intentions 1992 
(catalogue 61-205). All values are expressed in current 
dollars. 

Petroleum and Natural Gas Industry 

• Conventional exploration and development 
expenditures are expected to decrease 14%, 
down from $5,247 million in 1991 to $4,512 
million in 1992. 

• Spending 	on 	drilling 	(exploration 	and 
development) is expected to decrease 17% to 
$1,994 million. 

• By province and territory, conventional drilling 
programs are expected to increase by 57% in 
Newfoundland, up from $420 million in 1991 to 
$661 million in 1992. 	Alberta and British 
Columbia are expected to decrease conventional 
drilling programs by 15% and 46%, respectively, 
down to $3,094 million and $313 million, 
respectively. 

• The non-conventional sector plans a 14% 
decrease in spending (from $540 million in 1991 
to $464 million in 1992). 

Energy-related Industries 

• An expected 7% increase in investment in other 
energy-related industries (from $12,114 million in 
1991 to $13,013 million in 1992) is attributable to 
greater spending in the electric power sector. 

Exploration, Development and Capital Expendi-
tures for Mining and Petroleum and Natural Gas Wells 
(61-216, $24) will be available shortly. See "How to 
Order Publications". 

For more information on this release, contact 
Réjean Saumure (613-951-0507), Investment and 
Capital Stock Division. Regional reference centres 
may also be contacted. D 
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Total Capital Expenditures 

1990 
Actual 

1991 
Preliminary 

1992 
Intentions 

Preliminary 
1991 vs. 

Actual 
1990 

Intentions 
1992 vs. 

Preliminary 
1991 

millions of $ % Change 

Metal mines 1,779.4 1,289.5 1,162.3 -27.5 -9.9 

Non-metal mines 671.6 592.4 593.5 -11.8 0.2 

Total Mining 2,451.0 1,881.9 1,755.8 -23.2 -6.7 

Conventional sector 4,711.1 5,247.1 4,511.5 11.4 -14.0 

Non-conventional sector 484.9 539.8 463.6 11.3 -14.1 

Total Petroleum and Natural Gas 5,196.0 5,786.9 4,975.1 11.4 -14.0 

Total Capital Expenditures 7,647.0 7,668.8 6,730.9 0.3 -12.2 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Aviation Statistics Centre Service 
Bulletin 
December 1991 

Highlights 

• Canadian Level I air carriers reported an operating 
loss of $332 million in 1991, compared to the 
$106 million operating loss reported for 1990. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 385. 

• Preliminary third qua rter 1991 data show that total 
enplaned and deplaned cargo decreased 5% from 
the same quarter of the previous year. 

• Preliminary third qua rter 1991 data indicate that 
the number of passengers travelling on 
international charter services decreased to 
968,000, down 17% from the corresponding 1990 
figure. 

• In March 1991, total movements at the 59 
Transpo rt  Canada towered airports decreased by 
14% from March 1990. 

• In February 1991, total movements at the 59 
Transport  Canada towered airports increased by 
1% over February 1990. 

• In 1990, the estimated number of international 
scheduled air passengers totalled nearly 15 
million, up more than 7% compared to a year 
earlier. 

The Vol. 24, No. 3 issue of Aviation Statistics 
Centre Service Bulletin (51-004, $9.30/$93) will be 
available shortly. See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact the Aviation Statistics Centre (819-997-1986), 
Transpo rtation Division. • 

Oils and Fats 
January 1992 

Production by Canadian manufacturers of all types of 
deodorized oils in January 1992 totalled 61 295 
tonnes, an increase of 1.8% from the 60 202r 
(revised) tonnes produced in December 1991. 

Manufacturers' packaged sales of shortening 
totalled 8 735 tonnes in January 1992, down from the 
8 928r tonnes sold the previous month. 

Sales of packaged salad oil decreased to 4 174 
tonnes in January 1992 from 4 928 tonnes in 
December 1991. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 184. 

The January 1992 issue of Oils and Fats (32-006, 
$5/$50) will be available at a later date. 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Peter Zylstra (613-951-3511), Industry 
Division. • 

Particleboard, Waferboard and 
Fibreboard 
January 1992 

Canadian firms produced 132 262 cubic metres of 
waferboard in January 1992, an increase of 28.7% 
from the 102 775 cubic metres produced in January 
1991. Particleboard production reached 83 586 cubic 
metres, up 16.8% from 71 537r (revised) cubic 
metres produced the previous year. Production of 
fibreboard for January 1992 was 6 744 thousand 
square metres, basis 3.175mm, an increase of 6.6% 
from the 6 324 thousand square metres, basis 
3.175mm, of fibreboard produced in January 1991. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 31 (series 2, 3 
and 4) and 122 (series 8 and 34). 

The January 1992 issue of Particleboard, 
Waferboard and Fibreboard (36-003, $5/$50) will be 
available at a later date. See "How to Order 
Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Jacques Lepage (613-951-3516), Industry 
Division. • 

6 
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Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products 
January 1992 

Factory shipments of steel wire and specified wire 
products for January 1992 are now available, as are 
production and export market data for selected 
commodities. 

Shipments totalled 49 983 tonnes in January 
1992, an increase of 44.8% from the 34 518 tonnes 
shipped during the previous month. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 122 (series 19). 

The January 1992 issue of Steel Wire and 
Specified Wire Products (41-006, $5/$50) will be 
available at a later date. 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Bruno Pépin (613-951-9837), Industry 
Division. • 

Steel, Primary Forms 
January 1992 

Steel primary forms production for January 1992 
totalled 1 062 476 tonnes, a decrease of 3.8% from 
1 104 863 tonnes produced the previous year. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 58 (level 2, 
series 3). 

The January 1992 issue of Primary Iron and Steel 
(41-001, $5/$50) will be available at a later date. See 
"How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Greg Milsom (613-951-9827), Industry 
Division. • 

Steel Primary Forms 
Week Ending March 7, 1992 

Preliminary estimates indicate that Canadian steel 
primary forms production for the week ending March 7 
totalled 265 084 tonnes, a decrease of 6.9% from the 
preceding week's total of 284 636 tonnes and down 
1.1% from the year-earlier level of 267 935 tonnes. 
The cumulative total in 1992 was 2 467 560 tonnes, a 
decrease of 0.2% from 2 471 954 tonnes for the 
same period in 1991. 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Greg Milsom (613-951-9827), Industry 
Division. ■ 

• 
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Information 
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Other Countries: US$168.00 annually 

Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 10-L, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa K1A OT6. 
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be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
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from Chief, Author Services, Publications Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Onta rio, 
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED  

~ 

Gross Domestic Product by industry, December  
1991.  
Catalogue number 15-001  
(Canada: $12.70/$127; United States:  
US$15.20/US$152; Other Countries:  
US$17.80/US$178).  

Livestock Report, January 1992.  
Catalogue number 23-008  
(Canada: $16.50/$66; United States:  
US$19.75/US$79; Other Countries: US$23/US$92).  

Factory Sales of Electric Storage Batteries,  
January 1992.  
Catalogue number 43-005  
(Canada: $5/$50; United States: US$6/US$60;  
Other Countries: US$7/US$70).  

Coal and Coke Statistics, December 1991.  
Catalogue number 45-002  
(Canada: $10/$100; United States: US$12/US$120;  
Other Countries: US$14/US$140).  

Railway Carloadings, December 1991.  
Catalogue number 52-001  
(Canada: $8.30/$83; United States: US$10/US$100;  
Other Countries: US$11.60/US$116).  

Railway Operating Statistics, November 1991.  
Catalogue number 52-003  
(Canada: $10.50/$105; United States:  
US$12.60/US$126; Other Countries:  
US$14.70/US$147).  

Gas Utilities, November 1991. 
Catalogue number 55-002  
(Canada: $12.70/$127; United States:  
US$15.20/US$152; Other Countries: 
US$17.80/US$178). 

Telephone Statistics, December 1991. 
Catalogue number 56-002  
(Canada: $8.30/$83; United States: US$10/US$100;  
Other Countries: US$11.60/US$116). 

Farm Input Price Index, Fourth Quarter .1991. 
Catalogue number 62-004  
(Canada: $12.25/$49; United States:  
US$14.75/US$59; Other Countries: 
US$17.25/US$69). 

Sound Recording, 1989-90 
Catalogue number 87-202  
(Canada: $22; United States: US$26; Other  
Countries: US$31). 

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum  
requirements of American National Standard for  
Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed  

Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984.  

How to Order Publications  
Statistics Canada publications may be purchased by  
mail order from Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main  
Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6 or phone  

613-951-7277.  

Please enclose cheque or money order payable to the  
Receiver General for Canada/Publications and provide  
full information on publications required (catalogue  
number, title, issue). Canadian customers, please  

remember to add 7% Goods and Services Tax.  

Publications may also be ordered through Statistics 
Canada's offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, O ttawa,  
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, Calga ry  and  
Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore agents or other  
booksellers. 

A national toll- free telephone order service is in 
operation at Statistics Canada. The toll- free line. 
(1-800-267-6677) can be used by Canadian customers  
for the ordering of Statistics Canada products and 
services.  
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• 
REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES 

Statistics Canada's regional reference centres provide a full range of the bureau's products and services. 
Each reference centre is equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase our 
publications, microcomputer diskettes, microfiche, maps and more. 

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from Statistics Canada's computerized data retrieval 
systems CANSIM and Telichart. A telephone inquiry se rvice is also available with toll free numbers for regional 
clients outside local calling areas. Many other valuable se rvices - from seminars to consultations - are 
offered. Call or write your regional reference centre for information. 

Newfoundland and Labrador 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
3rd floor 
Viking Building 
Crosbie Road 
St. John's, Newfoundland 
Al B 3P2 
Local calls: 772-4073 
Toll free service: 1-800-563-4255 
Fax: 1-709-772-6433 

Maritime Provinces 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
North American Life Centre 
1770 Market Street 
Halifax,  Nova Scotia 
B3J 3M3 
Local calls: 426-5331 
Toll free service: 1-800-565-7192 
Fax: 1-902-426-9538 

Ontario 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
10th Floor 
Arthur Meighen Building 
25 St. Clair Avenue East 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4T 1M4 
Local calls: 973-6586 
Toll free service: 1-800-263-1136 
Fax: 1-416-973-7475 

Manitoba 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
MacDonald Building 
Suite 300 
344 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3B 3L9 
Local calls: 983-4020 
Toll free service: 1-800-542-3404 
Fax: 1-204-983-7543 

Southern Alberta 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
First Street Plaza 
Room 401 
138-4th Avenue South East 
Calgary, Alberta 
T2G 4Z6 
Local calls: 292-6717 
Toll free service: 1-800-472-9708 
Fax: 1-403-292-4958 

British Columbia and the Yukon 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
Federal Building, Sinclair Centre 
757 West Hastings Street 
Suite 440F 
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 3C9 
Local calls: 666-3691 
Toll free service: 
1-800-663-1551 (except Atlin, B.C.) 
Fax: 1-604-666-4863 
Yukon and Atlin, B.C. Zenith 08913 

• 

Quebec 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W. 
Guy Favreau Complex 
Suite 412, East Tower 
Montreal, Quebec 
H2Z 1X4 
Local calls: 283-5725 
Toll free service: 1-800-361-2831 
Fax: 1-514-283-7969 

National Capital Region 
Advisory Services 
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR) 
Statistics Canada 
Lobby 
R.H. Coats Building 
Holland Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OT6 
Local calls: 951-8116 
If outside the local calling area, please dial 
the toll free number for your province. 
Fax: 1-613-951-0581 

Saskatchewan 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
Avord Tower, 9th Floor 
2002 Victoria Avenue 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
S4P OR7 
Local calls: 780-5405 
Toll free service: 1-800-667-7164 
Fax: 1-306-780-5403 

Alberta and the Northwest 
Territories 

Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
8th Floor 
Park Square 
10001 Bellamy Hill 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 3B6 
Local calls: 495-3027 
Toll free service: 1-800-282-3907 
Fax: 1-403-495-3026 
N.W.T. — Call collect (403) 495-3028 

9 



Statistics Canada Library  
Bib iothèque Statistique Canada 

MI 1111111 1 lit lilt  tilt 
1010086425  

~ 

Don't start your week without it  
Get a jump on your work week by making sure you have the most current  

economic and social information in Canada. Travelling by first class mail or courier,  
Statistics Canada's digest, Infomat, arrives at the beginning of  

each week to help you monitor key economic indicators and  

keep up with the most current data releases from Canada's  

national statistical agency.  

In eight fact-filled pages, Infomat highlights the findings of Statistics 
Canada surveys and brings them to your desk each week, often long 
before detailed reports are published. Throughout the year you'll get 

the first results of over 100 ongoing surveys and many special 
surveys—from manufacturing shipments to the health of 

Canadians or post graduate employment to part-time workers. 

Each week, Infomat presents you with,  

• concise summaries of fresh facts from over 100 ongoing surveys  
• charts and graphs that let you instantly scan the trends  
• Overview - an outline of the subjects covered in each issue  

that you can scan in 30 seconds  
• guidance on how to obtain special reports to assist you in  

your more detailed research.  
• Current Trends and Latest Monthly Statistics sections that bring you up  

to date on the Consumer Price Index, Gross Domestic Product and 21 other  
key monthly series  

Managers, analysts and researchers who are responsible for keeping up to date on changes 
in Canada's economic and social climate can count on Infomat — as a quick overview of 
the latest trends and as a weekly reminder of key indicators and data releases. Many 
subscribers use Infomat's highlights to add authority to their industry analyses, 
investment plans or corporate reports. 

To order Infomat (11-002E), 50 issues annually for $125 in Canada, US$150 in the U.S. 
and US$175 in other countries, write to Publications Sales and Se rvice, Statistics Canada, 
Ottawa, Canada, K1A OT6. For faster service, use your VISA or MasterCard 
and call toll-free in  Canada, 1-800-267-6677. 


