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• Retail Trade, February 1992 
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Seasonally adjusted, total monthly retail sales for Canada appear to have 
levelled off at $15.1 billion since December 1991. 

• Construction Union Wage Rate Index, March 1992 
	

6 
The Canada total Union Wage Rate Index (1986 = 100) for construction 
trades for March 1992 remained unchanged from February's revised level 
of 127.6. 

(continued on page 2) 

1991 Census Catalogue 
The first edition of the 1991 Census Catalogue is now 
available. The catalogue describes the products and 
services of the 1991 Census of Population, the 1991 
Census of Agriculture, the Post-censal Surveys Program 
and the Employment Equity Data Program. 

In the catalogue, users will find details on the 
availability, price, medium (print or electronic), content 
and catalogue numbers of the products and services. 
The 1991 Census Catalogue also uses symbols, charts, 
maps, a glossary of geographic terms, and data quality 
notes to help users find out more about the products 
and services that are available from Statistics Canada. 

To obtain a copy of the 1991 Census Catalogue 
(92-302EP, $15), see "How to Order Publications". 

For further information about all of Statistics 
Canada's products and services, contact your nearest 
Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre. 

• 
Statistics 	Statistique 
Canada 	Canada Canada.  
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I Trends represent smoothed seasonally adjusted data. 
2  Prior to 1991, data includes indirect taxes. 

Retail Trade 
February 1992 

Highlights 

Seasonally Adjusted Monthly Sales In Current 
Dollars 

• Preliminary estimates indicate that retail sales 
were virtually flat in February at $15.1 billion, 
following no growth in January. Excluding motor 
vehicle and recreational vehicle dealers, retail 
sales increased 0.1% in February after a 0.2% 
decline in January. 

• Most trade groups showed little change from 
January. Decreases reported by motor vehicle 
and recreational vehicle dealers (-0.5%) and 
automotive pa rts, accessories and se rv ices 

Note to Users 

1990 and 1991 Revisions 

Revised monthly retail trade estimates for 1990 and 1991 
are now available on CANSIM or on request from the Retail 
Trade Section, Industry Division. The revised data will also 
appear in the February 1992 issue of Retail Trade (63-005, 
$18.20/$182). 

(-1.5%) were offset by the gains of general 
merchandise stores (+ 2.0%) and household 
furniture and appliance stores (+ 1.6%). 

• Sales of motor vehicle and recreational vehicle 
dealers continued in February to fluctuate around 
a declining trend. Automotive parts, accessories 
and services posted the sales decrease in 
February after a 0.4% increase in January. The 
increase in sales of general merchandise stores 
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followed a 2.9% drop in January. The higher 
sales by household furniture and appliance stores 
in February followed two declines, -0.4% in 
January and -0.2% in December. 

• All provinces except Manitoba (+ 1.0%) and 
British 	Columbia 	(+ 0.8%) 	posted 	sales 
decreases in February, ranging from -6.9% in 
Nova Scotia to -0.1% in Ontario. Sales advanced 
in the Yukon (+ 0.5%) but fell in the Northwest 
Territories (-0.9%). 

Trends 

• As illustrated in the accompanying cha rt, after 
declining sharply from July 1990 to April 1991 and 
rising slightly between May and August, the trend 
for total retail trade has been decreasing slightly. 

Retail sales excluding recreational and motor 
vehicle dealers have remained virtually unchanged 
since May 1991. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 2399 (seasonally 
adjusted), 2400 (not seasonally adjusted), 2398 
(department store type merchandise totals for the 
provinces and territories) and 2299, 2401-2417 
(quarterly trade group estimates for Canada, the 
provinces and territories). 

The February 1992 issue of Retail Trade (63-005, 
$18.20/$182) will be available the first week of May. 
See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact John Svab (613-951-3549) or Sonia Demers 
(613-951-3551), Retail Trade Section, Industry 
Division. ❑  
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Retail Sales, by Trade Group and by Region 
February 1992 

Unadjusted Seasonally Adjusted 

Trade group Feb. Jan. Feb. Feb. Feb. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Feb./ Feb. 
1991r 1992r 1992P 1992/ 1991r 1991r 1991r 1992v 1992P Jan. 1992/ 

1991 r 1992 f 1991 r 

millions of $ % millions of $ % % 

Canada 

Supermarkets and grocery stores 3,175 3,569 3,385 6.6 3,580 3,632 3,644 3,605 3,597 -0.2 0.5 
All other food stores 256 262 257 0.6 304 300 300 299 295 -1.2 -2.9 
Drug and patent medicine stores 734 832 790 7.6 814 881 840 846 851 0.6 4.5 
Shoe stores 78 97 78 -0.5 136 125 131 128 128 -0.4 -6.1 
Men's clothing stores 83 105 83 -0.8 150 134 140 142 139 -2.5 -7.5 
Women's clothing stores 200 217 204 2.1 306 315 338 297 299 0.4 -2.5 
Other clothing stores 210 228 208 -1.0 324 309 312 305 305 -0.1 -6.0 
Household furniture and appliance 

stores 464 551 522 12.6 595 636 635 632 642 1.6 8.0 
Household furnishings stores 127 143 145 14.6 166 170 163 180 185 2.6 11.3 
Motor vehicle and recreational 

vehicle dealers 2,482 2,506 2,551 2.8 3,076 3,168 3,140 3,151 3,134 -0.5 1.9 
Gasoline service stations 1,081 1,115 1,045 -3.3 1,245 1,138 1,107 1,170 1,165 -0.5 -6.4 
Automotive parts, accessories and 

serv ices 683 731 660 -3.3 911 871 867 870 857 -1.5 -5.9 
General merchandise stores 1,183 1,237 1,275 7.8 1,709 1,741 1,767 1,715 1,749 2.0 2.3 
Other semi-durable goods stores 375 384 395 5.3 506 506 506 518 510 -1.5 0.7 
Other durable goods stores 279 307 297 6.4 401 410 421 404 411 1.6 2.4 
All other retail stores 604 655 658 8.9 829 872 826 869 856 -1.4 3.3 

Total, all stores 12,015 12,940 12,555 4.5 15,052 15,208 15,138 15,131 15,121 -0.1 0.5 

Total excluding motor vehicle and 
recreational vehicle dealers 9,532 10,434 10,003 4.9 11,976 12,039 11,998 11,980 11,987 0.1 0.1 

Department store type merchandise 3,734 4,101 3,998 7.1 5,108 5,227 5,254 5,168 5,217 0.9 2.1 

Regions 

Newfoundland 228 234 236 3.4 289 290 287 291 288 -1.1 -0.6 
Prince Edward Island 48 54 51 5.9 64 64 65 67 65 -3.4 1.4 
Nova Scotia 396 424 390 -1.5 498 486 487 505 470 -6.9 -5.7 
New Brunswick 308 322 316 2.8 388 382 377 388 384 -1.1 -1.1 
Quebec 2,919 3,098 2,985 2.3 3,716 3,768 3,722 3,749 3,667 -2.2 -1.3 
Ontario 4,437 4,821 4,681 5.5 5,568 5,629 5,619 5,622 5,615 -0.1 0.8 
Manitoba 417 459 448 7.4 518 529 528 531 537 1.0 3.6 
Saskatchewan 359 394 369 2.6 454 440 452 451 442 -2.1 -2.7 
Alberta 1,264 1,391 1,326 4.9 1,566 1,575 1,578 1,608 1,579 -1.8 0.8 
British Columbia 1,604 1,705 1,716 7.0 1,945 1,967 1,992 1,972 1,987 0.8 2.1 
Yukon 10 11 11 4.6 14 14 14 14 14 0.5 1.8 
Northwest Territories 24 25 26 6.4 29 30 30 30 30 -0.9 1.5 

P 	Preliminary figure. 
r 	Revised figure. • 
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Construction Union Wage Rate 
Index 
March 1992 

In March, the Canada Total Union Wage Rate Index 
(including supplements) for construction trades 
(1986 = 100) remained unchanged from February's 
revised level of 127.6. On a year-over-year basis, the 
composite index increased 6.2%, rising from 120.1 to 
127.6. 

The accompanying table shows wage rates for 
crane operators, heavy equipment operators and truck 
drivers. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 956, 958 and 
2033-2038. 

The first quarter 1992 issue of Construction Price 
Statistics (62-007, $18/$72) will be available in June. 
See "How to Order Publications". 

For further information on this release, contact the 
Information and Current Analysis Unit (613-951-9607), 
Prices Division. 

Construction Union Wage Rates 1  
March 1992 

Trades 

Crane Operator 
	

Heavy Equipment 	 Truck Driver 
Operator 

B B+S B B+S B B+S 

(in dollars) 

St. John's 14.55 16.72 15.70 18.73 15.35 18.35 

Halifax 18.77 22.28 18.39 21.87 17.51 20.92 

Saint John 17.91 22.59 17.30 21.89 16.63 21.13 

Montreal 20.94 25.40 19.68 23.99 17.43 21.49 

Ottawa 23.28 29.37 22.26 28.25 18.50 24.11 

Toronto 24.88 31.15 23.94 30.11 18.33 22.31 

Thunder Bay 23.06 29.12 21.98 27.93 18.55 24.16 

Winnipeg 22.20 27.07 17.83 22.26 17.10 21.46 

Regina 

Edmonton 21.93 26.31 21.83 26.31 20.77 25.26 

Vancouver 23.96 31.20 23.96 31.19 23.15 30.12 

I Rates are  available for other trades and other cities. 
.. Figures not available. 
B = Basic rate. 
B + S = Basic rate and selected pay supplements: vacation pay, statutory holiday pay, employer's contribution to health and welfare and pension 
plans. 	 • 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Electric Lamps 
March 1992 

Canadian light bulb and tube manufacturers sold 
22,046,955 light bulbs and tubes in March 1992, a 
24.4% decrease from the 29,167,779 units sold a 
year earlier. Year-to-date sales for 1992 amounted to 
76,958,867 light bulbs and tubes, up 5.1% from the 
73,232,371 sold during the same period in 1991. 

The March 1992 issue of Electric Lamps (43-009, 
$5/$50) will be available at a later date. See "How to 
Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Laurie Vincent (613-951-3523), Industry 
Division. • 

Tobacco Products 
March 1992 

Canadian tobacco product firms produced 3.97 billion 
cigarettes in March 1992, a 15.2% decrease from the 
4.68r (revised) billion cigare ttes manufactured during 
the same period in 1991. Production for January to 
March 1992 totalled 11.24 billion cigarettes, down 
11.0% from 12.63r billion cigare ttes for the 
corresponding period in 1991. 

Domestic sales in March 1992 totalled 2.54 billion 
cigarettes, a 25.2% increase over the 2.03 billion 
cigarettes sold in March 1991. Year-to-date sales for 
1992 totalled 8.37 billion cigare ttes, down 7.8% from 
the 1991 cumulative amount of 9.08 billion cigare ttes. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 46. 

The March 1992 issue of Production and 
Disposition of Tobacco Products (32-022, $5/$50) will 
be available shortly. See "How to Order 
Publications". 

For further information, contact Peter Zylstra 
(613-951-3511), Industry Division. 	 • 

Oils and Fats 
February 1992 

Production by Canadian manufacturers of all types of 
deodorized oils in February 1992 totalled 57 276 
tonnes, a 6.6% decrease from the 61 295 tonnes 

produced in January 1992. The 1992 year-to-date 
production totalled 118 571 tonnes, an 8.0% increase 
from the corresponding 1991 figure of 109 808r 
(revised) tonnes. 

Manufacturers' packaged sales of shortening 
totalled 9 196 tonnes in February 1992, up from the 
8 735 tonnes sold the previous month. The 
cumulative sales to date were 17 931 tonnes 
compared to the cumulative sales of 19 808r tonnes 
in 1991. 

Sales of packaged salad oil increased to 5 990 
tonnes in February 1992, up from 4 174 tonnes in 
January 1992. The cumulative sales to date in 1992 
were 10 164 tonnes, compared to the cumulative 
sales of 11 494r tonnes in 1991. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 184. 

The February 1992 issue of Oils and Fats 
(32-006, $5/$50) will be available at a later date. See 
"How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Peter Zylstra (613-951-3511), Industry 
Division. • 

Telephone Statistics 
February 1992 

Canada's 13 major telephone systems reported 
monthly revenues of $1,101.4 million in February 
1992, up 4.9% from February 1991. 

Operating expenses were $817.5 million, a 4.9% 
increase from February 1991. Net  operating revenue 
was $283.9 million, a 4.6% increase from February 
1991. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 355. 

The February 1992 issue of Telephone Statistics 
(56-002, $8.30/$83) is scheduled for release the week 
of April 27. See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact J. R. Slattery (613-951-2205), Services, 
Science and Technology Division. • 
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Selected Financial Indexes 
March 1992 

March 1992 figures are now available for the Selected 
Financial Indexes. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 2031. 

The first quarter 1992 issue of Construction Price 
Statistics (62-007, $18/$72) will be available in June. 
See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact the Information and Current Analysis Unit 
(613-951-9607), Prices Division. • 
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How to Order Publications 

Simplify your search for data with the Statistics Canada 
Catalogue 1992. It includes sources for key statistics on 
all areas of Canadian social and economic activity. 
Using the keyword index, you'll find what you need in 
seconds. For easy access to over 800 Statistics 
Canada products and services, order the Statistics 
Canada Catalogue 1992 (11-204E, $13.95; United States: 
US$17; Other Countries: US$20). 
You may purchase Statistics Canada publications by 
writing to Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main Building, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6 or by calling 
613-951-7277. 

Please enclose a cheque or money order payable to the 
Receiver General for Canada/Publications. Provide full 
information on each publication order (catalogue 
number, title, issue). Canadian customers, please add 
7% GST to your order. 
To order Statistics Canada products and services toll-
free, dial 1-800-267-6677 from within Canada. For 
orders from outside Canada, dial 613-951-7277. 
Publications may also be ordered through Statistics 
Canada's offices in St. John's, Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, 
Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Edmonton, Calgary and 
Vancouver, or from authorized bookstore agents or 
other booksellers. 

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin for Statistical 
Information 

Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada: $120.00 annually; United States: US$144.00 annually; 
Other Countries: US$168.00 annually 

Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 10-L, R.H. Coats Bldg; , Ottawa K1A OT6. 

Senior Editor Greg Thomson (613-951-1116) 
Editor. Tim Prichard (613-951-1103) 

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. O  Minister of 
Industry, Science and Technology, 1992. All rights reserved. No pa rt  of this publication may 
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission 
from Chief, Author Services, Publications Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada K1A OT6. 
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED 
• 

Monthly Survey of Manufacturing, February 1992. 
Catalogue number 31-001 
(Canada: $17.30/$173; United States: 
US$20.80/US$208; Other Countries: 
US$24.20/US$242). 

Monthly Production of Soft Drinks, March 1992. 
Catalogue number 32-001 
(Canada: $2.70/$27; United States: US$3.20/US$32; 
Other Countries: US$3.80/US$38). 

Construction Type Plywood, February 1992. 
Catalogue number 35-001 
(Canada: $5/$50; United States: US$6/US$60; Other 
Countries: US$7/US$70). 

Passenger Bus and Urban Transit Statistics, 
February 1992. 
Catalogue number 53-003 
(Canada: $7.10/$71; United States: US$8.50/US$85; 
Other Countries: US$9.90/US$99). 

1991 Census Catalogue, First Edition. 
Catalogue number 92-302EP 
(Canada: $15; United States: US$18; Other 
Countries: US$21). 

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum 
requirements of American National Standard for 
Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed 
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984. 

• 
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REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES  

Statistics Canada's regional reference centres provide a full range of the agency's products and services.  
Each reference centre is equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase  
publications, microcomputer and CD-ROM diskettes, microfiche, maps and more.  

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM and Telichart, Statistics Canada's  

computerized data retrieval systems. A telephone inquiry service is available with toll free access for clients  
who are located outside local calling areas. Many other valuable services - from seminars to consultations - 
are also offered. Call or write your nearest Statistics Canada regional reference centre for more information.  

Newfoundland and Labrador  
Advisory Services  
Statistics Canada  
3rd floor  
Viking Building  
Crosbie Road  
St. John's, Newfoundland  
Al B 3P2  
Local calls: 772-4073  
Toll free service: 1-800-563-4255  
Fax: 1-709-772-6433  

Maritime Provinces  
Advisory Services  
Statistics Canada  
North American Life Centre  
1770 Market Street  
Halifax, Nova Scotia  
B3J 3M3  
Local calls: 426-5331  
Toll free service: 1-800-565-7192  
Fax: 1-902-426-9538  

Quebec  
Advisory Services  
Statistics Canada  
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.  
Guy Favreau Complex  
Suite 412, East Tower  
Montreal, Quebec  
H2Z 1X4  
Local calls: 283-5725  
Toll free service: 1-800-361-2831  
Fax: 1-514-283-9350  

Ontario  
Advisory Se rvices  
Statistics Canada  
10th Floor  
Arthur Meighen Building 
25 St. Clair Avenue East 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4T 1M4 
Local calls: 973-6586 
Toll free se rvice: 1-800-263-1136 
Fax: 1-416-973-7475 

Manitoba  
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada  
MacDonald Building 
Suite 300 
344 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3B 3L9 
Local calls: 983-4020 
Toll free service: 1-800-542-3404 
Fax: 1-204-983-7543 

Saskatchewan  
Advisory Se rvices 
Statistics Canada  
Avord Tower, 9th Floor 
2002 Victoria Avenue 
Regina, Saskatchewan  
S4P OR7 
Local calls: 780-5405 
Toll free service: 1-800-667-7164 
Fax: 1-306-780-5403 

Southern Alberta  
Advisory Services  
Statistics Canada  
First Street Plaza  
Room 401  
138-4th Avenue South East  
Calgary, Alberta  
T2G 4Z6  
Local calls: 292-6717  
Toll free service: 1-800-472-9708  
Fax: 1-403-292-4958  

British Columbia and the Yukon  
Advisory Serv ices  
Statistics Canada  
Federal Building, Sinclair Centre  
757 West Hastings Street  
Suite 440F  
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 3C9  
Local calls: 666-3691  
Toll free service:  
1-800-663-1551 (except Atlin, B.C.)  
Fax: 1-604-666-4863  
Yukon and Atlin, B.C. Zenith 08913  

National Capital Region  
Advisory Se rvices  
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)  
Statistics Canada  
Lobby  
R.H. Coats Building  
Holland Avenue  
Ottawa, Ontario  
K1A OT6  
Local calls: 951-8116  
If outside the local calling area, please dial  
the toll free number for your province.  
Fax: 1-613-951-0581  

Alberta and the Northwest  
Territories  

Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada  
8th Floor 
Park Square 
10001 Bellamy Hill 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 3B6 
Local calls: 495-3027 
Toll free service: 1-800-282-3907 
Fax: 1-403-495-3026 
N.W.T. — Call collect (403) 495-3028 •  
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