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Canadian Economic Observer  
September 1992  

The September issue of Canadian Economic Observer,  
Statistics Canada's flagship publication for economic  

statistics, is now available.  
The September issue contains a monthly summary  

of the economy, major economic events in August, the  
second quarter national accounts, and a feature article  
on output and employment in high-tech indust ries. A  
statistical summary contains a wide range of tables and  
graphs on the principal economic indicators for Canada,  
the provinces and major industrial nations.  

Canadian Economic Observer (11-010, $22/$220)  
can now be ordered from Publication Sales. See "How  
to Order Publications".  

For more information, call Philip Cross (613-
951-9162), Current Analysis Section.  
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MAJOR RELEASE 

Preliminary Statement of Canadian 
International Trade 
July 1992 

Seasonally adjusted merchandise exports climbed in 
July by $412 million to $13.1 billion, more than 
offsetting the drop observed in June. Most of the 
increase stemmed from a surge in wheat exports, 
which rose by $434 million to $761 million, but 
relatively large increases were also registered for 
machinery and equipment ($209 million) and energy 
products ($47 million). Moderating the increases 
were lower exports of automotive products (-$150 
million), forestry products (-$103 million), industrial 
goods (-$80 million) and miscellaneous consumer 
goods (-$13 million). 

Seasonally adjusted imports were up $195 million 
to $12.5 billion in July. Increases were registered for 
machinery and equipment ($280 million), industrial 
goods ($49 million) and agricultural and fishing 
products ($32 million). Partially offsetting these 
increases were reduced impo rts of energy products 
(-$130 million), automotive products (-$62 million) and 
miscellaneous consumer goods (-$44 million). 

The larger rise in exports compared to impo rts 
caused the merchandise trade surplus to increase by 
$217 million in July to $623 million. 

The seasonally adjusted merchandise trade data 
series have been further smoothed using moving 
averages, in order to more clearly discern underlying 
trends. They show the export trend rose for the 
eighth consecutive month with the largest increase 
stemming from wheat exports, up by over 10% this 
month. Increases were also noted for industrial goods 
(excluding precious metals), machinery and equip-
ment (excluding aircraft and other transpo rtation 
equipment), miscellaneous consumer goods, energy 
products and automotive products. Contributing a 
downward influence on the trend were exports of 
aircraft and other transpo rtation equipment, precious 
metals and forestry products. 

The import  trend has been increasing since the 
beginning of the year and was up by over 1% this 
month. Increases were recorded for imports of all 
commodity groups except precious metals. Office 
machines impo rts increased to a level almost 30% 
higher than in September 1990. Petroleum and coal 
products have risen some 60% during the last four 
months, mostly due to significant growth in impo rt  
volumes. Imports of cars, trucks and pa rts all 
continued to rise. 

Merchandise Trade 
Seasonally Adjusted 
Balance of Payments Basis 

J 
1991 

Merchandise Trade Balance 
Seasonally Adjusted 
Balance  of Payments Basis 

1 The short-term trend represents a weighted average 
of the data. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 3620-3629, 3651, 
3685-3713, 3718, 3719, 3887-3913. 

Current account data, which incorporate 
merchandise trade statistics as well as data concern-
ing trade in services and capital account movements, 
are available on a quarterly basis in Canada's 
Balance of International Payments (67-001, $27.501 
$110). 

Billions of dollars 
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The Daily, September 17, 1992 

For further information on international trade 
statistics (detailed tables, charts and a more complete 
analysis), Preliminary Statement of Canadian 
International Trade (65-001 P, $10/$100) is now 
available. For more timely receipt of the data, a fax 
service is available on the morning of release (10-002, 
$250). See "How to Order Publications". 

For more detailed information on statistics, 
concepts and definitions, the July 1992 issue of 
Summary of Canadian International Trade (65-001, 
$18.20/$182) will be available the first week of 
October, or contact Gordon Blaney (613-951-9647), 
Client Services Section, International Trade Division. 

Merchandise Trade of Canada (Seasonally Adjusted, Balance of Payments Basis) 
($ millions) 

Exports Imports 

July 1992 June 1992 May 1992 July 1991 July 1992 June 1992 May 1992 July 1991 

United States 10,130 9,908 9,882 9,121 8,848 8,682 8,491 8,182 
Other Trading Areas 3,003 2,813 2,988 2,925 3,662 3,633 3,506 3,670 
Total 13,133 12,721 12,870 12,046 12,510 12,315 11,997 11,852 

Agricultural and Fishing 
Products 1,673 1,220 1,135 1,104 809 777 762 767 

Energy Products 1,293 1,246 1,304 1,172 551 681 486 615 
Forestry Products 1,534 1,637 1,793 1,567 116 116 117 104 
Industrial Goods and 

Materials 2,392 2,472 2,390 2,507 2,215 2,165 2,205 2,137 
Machinery and Equipment 2,645 2,437 2,595 2,252 4,044 3,765 3,863 3,659 
Automotive Products 3,014 3,164 3,124 2,979 2,810 2,872 2,646 2,767 
Other Consumer Goods 320 333 306 252 1,529 1,573 1,523 1,441 
Special Transactions Trade 296 251 263 248 391 306 347 307 

Merchandise Trade of Canada, Monthly Variation of the Trend 
(percentage change) 

Exports Imports 

July 1992 June 1992 May 1992 July 1991 July 1992 June 1992 May 1992 July 1991 

Agricultural and Fishing 
Products 4.4 3.9 2.7 -1.6 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.0 

Energy Products 0.8 0.8 1.2 0.1 4.4 4.5 4.9 3.0 
Forestry Products -1.7 -1.1 -0.6 -1.4 0.7 1.5 1.7 1.6 
Industrial Goods and 

Materials 0.9 1.0 1.0 -0.4 -0.9 -0.2 0.0 0.7 
Machinery and Equipment 0.4 0.8 1.0 0.9 1.4 1.9 2.0 1.0 
Automotive Products -0.3 0.3 0.7 2.9 0.4 0.8 1.0 3.3 
Other Consumer Goods 1.7 1.9 2.1 0.1 0.2 0.6 0.8 1.4 
Special Transactions Trade 1.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 0.9 0.9 0.5 -0.8 

• 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Export and Import  Price Indexes 
July 1992 

Current- and fixed-weighted export and impo rt  price 
indexes (1986 = 100) on a balance of payments basis 
are now available. Price indexes are listed from 
January 1986 to July 1992 for the five commodity 
sections and 62/61 major commodity groups. 

Customs-based current- and fixed-weighted U.S. 
price indexes (1986 = 100) are also available. Price 
indexes are listed from January 1986 to July 1992. 
Included with the U.S. commodity indexes are the 10 
all countries and U.S. only SITC section indexes. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 3620-3629, 3651 
and 3685. 

The July 1992 issue of Summary of Canadian 
International Trade (65-001, $18.20/$182) will be 
available the first week of October. See "How to 
Order Publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Denis Pilon (613-951-4808), Price Index Unit, 
International Trade Division. • 

Aviation Statistics Centre Service 
Bulletin 
September 1992 

• Canadian Level I air carriers reported a poorer 
operating performance in the second quarter of 
1992 compared to the year-earlier period. 
Although passenger counts were up, carriers 
noted a decrease in margins due to competitive 
forces. 

• Preliminary data for the first quarter of 1992 
showed the first year-over-year increase in total 
enplaned and deplaned passengers since the 

	

third quarter of 1990. 	However, in absolute 
terms, traffic volume was still below its first 
quarter 1987 level. 

• Preliminary data for the first quarter of 1992 
indicated that the number of passengers travelling 
on international charter services increased by 
12% compared to the corresponding 1991 figure. 
International charter operations appeared to be on 
the rebound following a poor first quarter in 1991. 

• In 1991, total movements at all Transpo rt  Canada 
towered airports decreased by 7% from the year-
earlier period. 

• In 1991, 69% of passengers on duopolistic routes 
(i.e., served by two carriers) travelled on a 
discounted ticket, compared to 59% on 
oligopolistic routes (i.e., served by three or more 
carriers) and 57% on monopolistic routes (i.e., 
served by one carrier). 

• In 1989, after PWA Corporation took over 
Wardair, the discount air fares on oligopolistic 
routes increased by 10%. During 1989, the 
discount air fares increased more substantially on 
monopolistic (17%) and duopolistic (30%) routes. 

The Vol. 24, No. 9 issue of Aviation Statistics 
Centre Service Bulletin (51-004, $9.30/$93) will be 
available shortly. See "How to Order Publication". 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact K. Tieman (819-997-6173), Aviation Statistics 
Centre, Transportation Division. • 

Steel Primary Forms 
Week Ending September 12, 1992 

Preliminary estimates indicate that Canadian steel 
primary forms production for the week ending 
September 12, 1992 totalled 281 217 tonnes, a 5.3% 
increase from the preceding week's total of 267 088 
tonnes and up 4.7% from the year-earlier level of 
268 520 tonnes. The cumulative total in 1992 was 
9 523 922 tonnes, a 7.1% increase from 8 892 729 
tonnes for the same period in 1991. 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Greg Milsom (613-951-9827), Industry 
Division. • 

4 	 Statistics Canada — Cat. No. 11.001E 



The Daily, September 17, 1992 

Average Prices of Selected Farm Inputs 
August 1992 

August 1992 average prices for selected farm inputs 
are now available on CANSIM by geographic region 
as follows: 

Matrix 	Geographic Region 

550 	 Newfoundland 
551 	 Prince Edward Island 
552 	 Nova Scotia 
553 	 New Brunswick 
554 	 Quebec - East 
555 	 Quebec - South 
556 	 Quebec - West-central 
557 	 Quebec - East-central 
558 	 Quebec - West 
559 	 Ontario - South 
560 	 Ontario - North 
561 	 Ontario - Central 
562 	 Ontario - East 
563 	 Ontario - West 
564 	 Manitoba - Southwest 
565 	 Manitoba - Northwest 
566 	 Manitoba - Central 

• 567  
568 	

Manitoba - East 
Saskatchewan - Southeast 

569 	 Saskatchewan - Southwest 
570 	 Saskatchewan - West-central 
571 	 Saskatchewan - East-central 
572 	 Saskatchewan - North 
573 	 Alberta - Southeast 
574 	 Alberta - South-central 
575 	 Alberta - Southwest 
576 	 Alberta - East-central 
577 	 Alberta - West-central 
578 	 Alberta - Northeast 
579 	 Alberta - Northwest 
580 	 British Columbia - West 
581 	 British Columbia - East 
582 	 British Columbia - North 

For further information, contact the Information 
and Current Analysis Unit 613-951-9607), Prices 
Division. • 

Soft Drinks 
August 1992 

Data on production of soft drinks for August 1992 are 
now available. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 196. 

Monthly Production of Soft Drinks (32-001, 
$2.70/$27) will be released at a later date. 

For further information, contact Peter Zylstra 
(613-951-3511), Industry Division. 	 • 

Oils and Fats 
July 1992 

Production by Canadian manufacturers of all types of 
deodorized oils in July 1992 totalled 61 518 tonnes, a 
decrease of 9.7% from the 68 115 tonnes produced 
in June 1992. Year-to-date production in July 1992 
totalled 437 185 tonnes, an increase of 6.7% from the 
year-earlier 409 677 tonnes. 

Manufacturers' packaged sales of shortening 
totalled 11 029 tonnes in July 1992, up from the 9 473 
tonnes sold the previous month. The cumulative 
sales to date were 66 013 tonnes in 1992 compared 
to year-earlier cumulative sales of 71 614 tonnes. 

Sales of packaged salad oil totalled 5 451 tonnes 
in July 1992. Year-to-date sales in July 1992 were 
38 839 tonnes, compared to 42 073 tonnes a year 
earlier. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 184. 

The July 1992 issue of Oils and Fats (32-006, 
$5/$50) will be available at a later date. 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Peter Zylstra (613-951-3511), Industry 
Division. • 

Restaurants, Caterers and Taverns 
July 1992 

Restaurant, caterer and tavern receipts totalled 
$1,706 million for July 1992, an increase of 5.6% 
from the $1,616 million reported for the same period 
of 1991. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 52. 

The July 1992 issue of Restaurants, Caterers and 
Taverns (63-011, $6.10/$61) will be available in 
approximately three weeks. See "How to Order 
Publications" 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact William Birbeck (613-951-3506), Services, 
Science and Technology Division. ■ 

• 
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Stocks of Frozen Poultry Products 
September 1, 1992 

Preliminary data on cold storage of frozen poultry 
products at September 1, 1992 and revised figures for 
August 1, 1992 are now available. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 5675-5677. 

To order Production and Stocks of Eggs and 
Poultry ($115/year), contact Guy Gervais (613-
951-2453). 

For more detailed information on this release, 
contact Benoit Lévesque (613-951-2550), Livestock 
and Animal Products Section, Agriculture Division. • 

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin for Statistical 
Information 

Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada $120.00 annually; United States: US$144.00 annually; 
Other Countries: US$168.00 annually 

Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 10-N, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa K1A OT6. 

Senior Editor. Greg Thomson (613-951-1187) 
Editor. Tim Prichard (613-951-1103) 

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada ® Minister of 
Industry, Science  and Technology, 1992. All rights reserved. No part  of this publication may 
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission 
from Chief, Author Services, Publications Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada K1A OT6. 

6 	 Statistics Canada — Cat. No. 11-001E 



Department Store Sales and Stocks, January 1992. 
Catalogue number 63-002 
(Canada: $14.40/$144; United States: 
US$17.30/US$173; Other Countries: 
US$20.20/US$202). 

Preliminary Statement of Canadian International 
Trade, July 1992. 
Catalogue number 65-001P 
(Canada: $10/$100; United States: US$12/US$120; 
Other Countries: US$14/US$140). 

Touriscope: International Travel - Advance 
Information, July 1992. 
Catalogue number 66-001 P 
(Canada: $6.10/$61; United States: US$7.30/US$73; 
Other Countries: US$8.50/US$85). 

Employment, Earnings and Hours, June 1992. 
Catalogue number 72-002 
(Canada: $28.50/$285; United States: 
US$34.20/US$342; Other Countries: 
US$39.90/US$399). 

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum 
requirements of American National Standard for 
Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed 
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984. 

How to Order Publications 

Simplify your search for data with the Statistics Canada 
Catalogue 1992. Using the keyword index, you'll find 
sources for statistics on all areas of Canadian social and 
economic activity. For easy access to over 800 
Statistics Canada products and services, order the 
Statistics Canada Catalogue 1992 (11-204E, $13.95; 
United States: US$17; Other Countries: US$20). 
You may order Statistics Canada products and services 
by telephone. From Canada and the United States, call 
toll-free 1-800-267-6677. From all other locations, call 
613-951-7277 (not toll- free). 

You may purchase Statistics Canada publications by 
writing to Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main Building, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6. 
Please enclose a cheque or money order payable to the 
Receiver General for Canada/Publications. Provide full 
information on each publication order (catalogue 
number, title, issue). Canadian customers, please add 
7% GST. 
Publications may also be ordered from Statistics 
Canada's Regional Reference Centres in St. John's, 
Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, 
Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver, or from authorized 
bookstore agents or other booksellers. 

The Daily, September 17, 1992 

• 
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Canadian Economic Observer, September 1992. 
Catalogue number 11-010 
(Canada: $22/$220; United States: US$26/US$260; 
Other Countries: US$31/310). 

Particleboard, Waferboard and Fibreboard, July 
1992. 
Catalogue number 36-003 
(Canada: $5/$50; United States: US$6/US$60; Other 
Countries: US$7/US$70). 

Production and Shipments of Steel Pipe and 
Tubing, July 1992. 
Catalogue number 41-011 
(Canada: $5/$50; United States: US$6/US$60; Other 
Countries: US$7/US$70). 

Electric Lamps, August 1992. 
Catalogue number 43-009 
(Canada: $5/$50; United States: US$6/US$60; Other 
Countries: US$7/US$70). 

Coal and Coke Statistics, June 1992. 
Catalogue number 45-002 
(Canada: $10/$100; United States: US$12/US$120; 
Other Countries: US$14/US$140). 

• Oil Pipeline Transport, June 1992. 
Catalogue number 55-001 
(Canada: $10/$100; United States: US$12/US$120; 
Other Countries: US$14/US$140). 

Consumer Price Index, August 1992. 
Catalogue number 62-001 
(Canada: $9.30/$93; United States: US$11.20/$112; 
Other Countries: US$13/$130). 
Available at 7:00 a.m. on Friday, September 18, 
1992. 

• 
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--- -u... atiu a. 	 Lauc Division, Statistics C anada, we edit, comp ile and 
analyse data from hundreds of thousands of Customs documents each month. 
Available on tape, printouts, microfiche, diskettes or publications, these 
statistics can serve to: 
t/ determine market shares 
i/ identify domestic and foreign market trends 
t/ forecast inventory and plan  production 
s/ describe merchandise trade 

Do You Need A  Special Report  
Designed To Meet Your Specific Needs? 
We've Got It! 
If you are interested in one commodity or a ce rtain country , you may wish a 
monthly, quarterly or annual report on exports/imports. We can tailor a repo rt  
just for you. Data variables include: 
t/ U.S. state of destination 
i/ quantity shipped 
s/ mode of transport 
I/ HS class 
i/ country origin/destination 
r/ value of commodity shipped 

Do You Need Comprehensive World Trade Data? 
We've Got It! 
Our World Trade Database presents a complete matrix of country to country  
trade flows for 160 countries, 600 commodities and 300 industries. That's the 
most comprehensive database of comparable trade data available today. 

Do You Need a Complete Database 
of Timely Trade Statistics? 
We've Got It! 
TIERS, our new software package provides data on over 15,000 commodities for 
200 countries at the most detailed level for impo rts and exports. It is updated 
monthly, just 48 hours after the data are released and allows you immediate ac-
cess to quantity, value, province, year and U.S. state code variables. 

To receive a free copy of the Catalogue of Products and Se rvices available from 
the International  Trade Division or to talk with a technical consult ant about how 
we can help you, please contact: 
Trade Information Unit, 
International  Trade Division, 
9-B2 Jean  Talon Building, Tunney's Pasture, 
Ottawa, Ontario K lA OT6, 
Tel: (613)951-9647, Fax: (613)951-0117 

} 

eve Got It 


