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HIGHLIGHTS  

• Nearly one-in-three respondents reported an ethnic background other than British or  
French  

• Three-quarters of Quebec's population reported French only origins  

• Ontario: a diversity of ethnic groups  

• One-in-nine British Columbia residents were of Asian origins  

• Half of all occupied dwellings in Canada have been built after 1970  

Ethnic Origin  
Occupied Private Dwellings  
The Nation  

Ethnic Origin presents information on ethnic ancestry from the 1991 Census for Canada, provinces and territories and, in  

some cases, census metropolitan areas. A list showing the ethnic origins collected in the 1991, 1986 and 1981 Censuses is  

included.  

Occupied Private Dwellings provides data on dwelling characteristics based on a 20 per cent sample of households from the  

1991 Census. Data are shown for Canada, provinces and territories, and census metropolitan areas. Selected household  

variables are also presented and cross-referenced.  

To obtain a copy of Ethnic Origin (93-315, $40) or Occupied Private Dwellings (93-314, $40), see "How to Order  
Publications.° For more Information, contact your nearest Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre.  

Canad'â  '

Statistics Statistique  
Canada Canada  
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Sing le and Multiple  Responses : 

AsingiB responseoccÜrredwhen::tiïe:resp0ndent reported  

only  ôneethnic:ôrigin For, exampie;::750,055 persons .: .. 
indicated:that::the ir' only ethnic.:;origin was  Italian. 

:A:mutt~pte:response occürred;when'th e~ respondent : • : : 	::.. 	 : : ...:.. 	.  	 .  
provided  more. than one ethniç,:origin. ::For:example; 397;720  
persons gâve::a  respônse whicFi included Italian:and :::::...... 	.. 	:. . 	 ,.:.:,.:..;:;. 

	

>:::more:other:ethn ic orcultural::groups.. 	"'  
~n~. .  

In': ;1986;;and;:1991, to:bettérrefleçt'the;::ethnic diversity; of:~• .  

	

~......... 	, :.  	;........... 
;Canada; resPondents to:the•Censtls: .were asked :to..:report,;  

wheré:applicâble more than one ethnlc orlglnh Some  
çent  did so int1986;;Wkiile: in :::199.1:; 29;per.,centzreported more  
than :ôné étiiïifc'ô~igin;<bf ttiesé;~:17<:per,;çent  reported ;having M1 , 

	

, 	..... 	....     .  
two origins,. 7.:per,çent  gave  three.:origins and  5;;per:;çent 
reported fou r:or more . ethn lc ôrlgms 

1 	I 	1 	1 	1 	I 	T 	I 	1 	1 	I 	I 
Canada Nfld. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. Y.T. N.W.T.  
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Multiple responses 
Single responses 

The Daily, February 23, 1993  

Statistics Canada conducted the 17th  Census of  
Population since Confederation on June 4, 1991.  
Today's Daily contains information on the ethnic  
origins of people living in Canada and on the  

condition of Canada's housing stock.  

Who we are -  

Defining ethnic origin • 

Ethnic origin - as defined in the Cénsus - refers to 
the ethnic or cultural group(s) to which an individual's 
ancestors belonged; it pertains to the ancestral roots  
or origins of the population and not to place of birth, 
citizenship or nationality. . 

Census data show that although the share of the • 
population made up of immigrants has.remainéd  
relatively stable - about 16 per cent - during the past  
several decades, there has been a substantial  
change from where more recent immigrants have 
come. This, in turn, is reflected in the increasing 
ethnic and cultural diversity of Canada's population.  

In 1991, 19.2 million people, or 71 per cent of the 
population, reported only one ethnic origin, down 
slightly from 72 per cent in 1986. Nearly 8 million 
people, or 29 per cent of the population, reported  

more than one ethnic origin, indicating they were of  
mixed ethnic ancestry.  

There was considerable regional variation in the  
reporting of single and multiple ethnic backgrounds.  

Quebec had the highest propo rtion of single  
responses, with 92 per cent of the population  

reporting one ethnic origin. On the other hand, the  
Yukon Territory had the highest propo rtion of multiple  
responses, with nearly one-half of the population  
(49 per cent) providing more than one ethnic origin.  

Proportion of Single and Multiple Responses, Canada,  

Provinces and Territories, 1991  
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Single responses  
IN Multiple responses  

The Daily, February 23, 1993  

The reporting of single and multiple ethnic origins  
varied among ethnic groups. For example, 81 per  
cent of persons reporting Irish and 79 per cent  
reporting Scottish also reported other ethnic origins.  
This pa ttern of response was most common among  
ethnic groups originating in Northern, Western and  
Eastern Europe. The proportion of multiple  
responses for these European groups was often  
greater than 50 per cent with 82 per cent of Swedish,  
78 per cent of Norwegian, 76 per cent of Russian, 67  
per cent of German, 63 per cent each of Polish and  
Dutch and 61 per cent of Ukrainian respondents  
reporting multiple origins.  

On the other hand, groups reporting French and  
Southern European origins had a lower incidence of  
multiple responses. In 1991, 16 per cent of  
Portuguese, 21 per cent of Greek, 27 per cent of  
French and 35 per cent of Italian responses were  
multiple.  

Ethnic groups with high levels of recent  
immigration were also more likely to repo rt  a single  
rather than a multiple ethnic background. For  
example, just 4 per cent of Koreans, 7 per cent of  
Afghans, 9 per cent of Cambodians and 10 per cent  
of Chinese reported two or more ethnic origins.  

Single and Multiple Responses for Selected Ethnic Origins, Canada, 1991  

Korean  
Iranian  

Chinese  
Filipino  

Vietnamese  
East Indian, n.i.e.  

Portuguese  
Chilean  
French  

Lebanese  
Italian  
Black  

Inuit  
Jamaican  

Haitian  
Mexican  

North American Indian  
English  

Ukrainian  
Dutch (Netherlands)  

Polish  
Métis  

German  
Norwegian  

Scottish  
Irish  

Swedish  



Def:i n i ng British  and  French ::Ethniç 
9 

;..;;:British":only:  origins include: single'  responses  of English; Irish ;... 
Scottish, Wellsh or :  other British as welll:as the multiple  British;: 
only responses : that : is;~a;combination ;'of Englist ;: lrist ;  
Scottish Welsh or other British. :French.only  origins  include  
the single : responses:of'French'Acadian .Québécois  and, the,:  
multiple;  French Only  responses;, ; that:Is ;;a ,combination of  ?> 
French Acadian : or .Québécois Thus,' :  throughout this report  
the terms British :  and' French.:  refer .  to these groups unless : : 

otherwise specified. 

Other  
31%  

British  
28%  

British and French  
4%  

British and/or  
French and other  

14%  

French  
23%  

The Daily, February 23, 1993  

British and French still the largest  
ethnic groups in Canada  

The first major sources of immigrants to Canada were  

from France, Great Britain and Ireland. According to  
the 1991 Census, people with British and French  

ethnic backgrounds were still the largest ethnic  
groups in Canada.  

British only origins were reported by 28 per cent  

of the population in 1991 compared with 34 per cent  

in 1986. This represented a decline from 8.4 million in  

1986 to 7.6 million in 1991, a decline which may be  
accounted for by an increase in the number of  
persons reporting Canadian rather than British origins.  

French only origins made up 23 per cent of the  
population in 1991, a decrease from 24 per cent in  

1986. The number of persons reporting French  
ancestry, however, increased from 6,099,095 in 1986  
to 6,158,665 in 1991.  

Another 4 per cent of the population reported a  
combination of British and French ethnic backgrounds,  
while 14 per cent reported some combination of B ritish  
and/or French and other origins. These percentages  
were similar to those recorded in the 1986 Census.  

Ethnic Origins, Canada, 1991  

4  
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• Greater Diversity in the Canadian 
Mosaic 

Although people with British or French backgrounds 
still made up the largest ethnic groups, neither group 
accounted for a majority of the population. In 1991, 
31 per cent of the population reported an ethnic 
background that did not include British or French 
origins. This is an increase from the 1986 Census 
when one-qua rter of the population reported origins 
other than British or French. 

The higher propo rt ion of origins other than British or 
French in 1991 was due in pa rt  to the increased number 
of recent immigrants whose ethnic origins were neither 
British nor French and to the inclusion, for the first time 
in the 1991 Census, of non-permanent residents. The 
increase was also a result of the higher propo rt ion of 
the population in 1991 reporting Canadian and 
Aboriginal origins. 

Those reporting European ancestry traditionally 
have comprised the largest propo rt ion of persons 
having neither British nor French origins. In 1991, the 
population reporting a European single ethnic origin 
made up 15 per cent of the total population - a  

propo rt ion virtually unchanged since the 1986 
Census. The three largest European single origin 
groups were German, Italian and Ukrainian, 
accounting for 3.4 per cent, 2.8 per cent and 1.5 per 
cent, respectively, of the total population in 1991. 

As a result of increasing non-European 
immigration to Canada in the 1970s and 1980s, there 
were more people reporting non-European ethnic 
ancestry in 1991. Those reporting Asian origins 
(i.e. South Asian, East and South East Asian single 
ethnic origins) represented 5.1 per cent of the total 
population in 1991, an increase from 3.5 per cent in 
1986. The largest Asian single response groups in 
1991 were Chinese (2.2 per cent of the total .. 
population) and East Indian (1.2 per cent). 

In addition, persons of Caribbean as well as Latin/ 
Central/South American origins comprised 0.7 per cent 
of the total population in 1991, while 0.8 per cent of the 
population reported a single Black ancestry. Those 
reporting Caribbean or Latin/Central/South American 
single origins increased from 80,715 persons in 1986 to 
179,925 persons in 1991. Likewise, those reporting a 
single Black ancestry increased from 174,970 in 1986 
to 224,620 in 1991. 

• 

Origins other than British or French, Canada, 
Provinces and Territories, 1991 
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Ethnic background varies according to 
region 

The ethnic make-up of the population varied 
considerably across Canada - in large measure 
reflecting where immigrants have settled over time. 

Atlantic Canada has strong British 
roots 

The Atlantic provinces had the highest propo rtion of 
people of B ritish ancestry. Newfoundland was the 
province with highest propo rtion reporting British only 
origin (88 per cent). In P rince Edward Island, 66 per 
cent were of B ritish only ancestry, compared with 58 per 
cent in Nova Scotia and 44 per cent in New Brunswick. 

People of French only ancestry represented 
one-third of the population of New Brunswick in 1991. 
The propo rtion reporting French only origins was 
much smaller in the other Atlantic provinces, ranging 
from 9 per cent in Prince Edward Island and 6 per 
cent in Nova Scotia to 2 per cent in Newfoundland. 

Of the four Atlantic provinces, Nova Scotia had 
the highest propo rt ion reporting origins other than 
British or French: 11 per cent compared with 5 per 
cent in New Brunswick, 4 per cent in Prince Edward 
Island and 3 per cent in Newfoundland. 

Persons reporting a single Black origin made up 1.2 
per cent of the Nova Scotia population and represented 
the fourth largest single response group in the province. 
In 1991, 67 per cent of those reporting a single Black 
ancestry resided in the Halifax census metropolitan 
area. 

Three-quarters of Quebec's population 
report French only origins 

Quebec had the highest propo rt ion of people reporting 
French only origins (75 per cent). This represented a 
decline from 1986 when 78 per cent of Quebec's 
population reported French origins. 

A number of non-British, non-French ethnic 
groups have made Quebec their home. In 1991, 44 
per cent of persons reporting Arab single origins 
resided in Quebec - representing the largest Arab 
community in Canada. Quebec also had the largest 
Haitian community in Canada, with 95 per cent of all 
persons in Canada reporting Haitian single origins 
residing in this province. Other than Ontario, Quebec 
had the largest communities of persons with Italian, 

Jewish, Greek, Portuguese, West Asian, 
Indo-Chinese, Latin/Central/South American, 
Caribbean and Black origins. 

Within Quebec, the Montréal metropolitan area had 
the largest concentration of ethnic groups. In fact, 85 
per cent of all provincial residents who reported origins 
other than French or British lived in the Montréal area. 
After French and British, the third largest single 
response group in Montréal was Italian, representing 
5.4 per cent of the population. The next largest group 
was Jewish (2.5 per cent), followed by Greek (1.6 per 
cent), Black (1.3 per cent), Chinese (1.1 per cent) and 
Portuguese (1.0 per cent). Lebanese (0.9 per cent) and 
Haitian (0.7 per cent) rounded out the top ten for this 
urban centre. The largest Lebanese and Haitian 
communities in Canada were in Montréal. 

Ontario: a diversity of ethnic groups 

Over half of Canada's immigrant population resided 
in Ontario in 1991. The attraction of immigrants to 
Onta rio is reflected in the diversity of ethnic groups 
living in this province. In 1991, 40 per cent of 
Ontario's population reported ethnic origins other 
than British or French. In fact, nearly half of all people 
in Canada who reported origins other than British or 
French resided in Ontario. 

Ontario was home to some of the largest ethnic 
communities in Canada. Over half of all persons 
reporting West Asian (54 per cent), South Asian (55 
per cent), African (70 per cent), Caribbean (63 per 
cent) and Black (67 per cent) single ethnic origins 
lived in Ontario. 

Those of B ritish only ancestry made up 35 per 
cent of Ontario's population, and 5 per cent reported 
French only origins. Outside Quebec, Ontario had 
the largest population of those reporting French 
ancestry. 

To ronto had the highest propo rt ion of persons 
reporting origins other than British or French of any 
metropolitan area. In 1991, 59 per cent of Toronto's 
population reported non-British, non-French ethnic or 
cultural origins, up from 45 per cent in 1986. The higher 
propo rtion in 1991 is partly due to increased numbers of 
recent immigrants settling in Toronto since 1986 and to 
the inclusion of non-permanent residents in the 1991 
Census. The increase was also a result of a higher 
propo rtion of Toronto's population reporting Canadian 
as their ethnic origin: 7 per cent in 1991 compared with 
less than one per cent in 1986. 
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The Daily, February 23, 1993  •  Those reporting single European ancestry made  
up 26 per cent of Toronto's population, 14 per cent  
were of single Asian origins and 3 per cent reported  
single Black ancestry. Some of the largest ethnic or  
cultural communities in Canada were in Toronto. For  

example, the largest Italian, Portuguese, Greek,  
Polish, Jewish, Chinese, South Asian, Filipino, Black  
and Caribbean communities were in the Toronto  
metropolitan area.  

Origins other than British or French,  
Census Metropolitan Areas, 1991  

Toronto  
Winnipeg  

Saskatoon  
Edmonton  

Regina  
Vancouver  
Kitchener  

Thunder Bay  
Hami lton  
Calgary  

St  Catharines-Niagara  
Oshawa  
Windsor  
London  

Montréal  
Victoria  

Ottawa-Hull  
Sudbury  

Halifax  
Saint John  

Sherbrooke  
Québec  

St. John's  
Trois-Rivières  

Chicoutimi-Jonquière  

•  
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The Prairies reflect earlier waves of 
immigration 

The Prairie provinces had the highest propo rtions of 
persons reporting origins other than B ritish (excluding 
the Northwest Territories). The non-British, non-French 
group made up 47 per cent of the population in 
Manitoba, 46 per cent in Saskatchewan and 41 per cent 
in Alberta. 

In the three Prai rie provinces, people of European 
ancestry represented the largest percentage of those 
with origins other than B ritish: 26 per cent in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan and 21 per cent in Albe rta. In these 
provinces, there remained higher concentrations of 
ethnic groups who immigrated to Canada earlier in our 
history. For example, those reporting German only 
ancestry made up 9 per cent of Manitoba's population, 
12 per cent in Saskatchewan and 7 per cent in Albe rta. 
Similarly, Ukrainian only origins represented 7 per cent 
of Manitoba's population, 6 per cent in Saskatchewan 
and 4 per cent in Albe rta. 

Persons reporting Aboriginal origins represented a 
larger p roportion of the population of the three Prai rie 
provinces than elsewhere (excluding the Territories). 
People reporting single Aboriginal origins made up 7 
per cent of the population in both Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan and 3 per cent in  Alberta.  In other 
provinces, those with single Aboriginal origins 
represented 1 per cent or less of the provincial 
populations (except in B ritish Columbia where they 
accounted for 2 per cent). 

Overall, those of B ritish only ancestry represented 
about one-quarter of the population in the three Prai rie 
provinces. Persons of French ancestry made up 5 per 
cent of Manitoba's population, and 3 per cent in 
Saskatchewan and Albe rta. 

One-in-nine British Columbia residents 
was of Asian origin 

In 1991, 38 per cent of B ritish Columbia's population 
reported having origins other than British or French, 
followed by 35 per cent who were of British ancestry, 
22 per cent of British and/or French and other origins, 
and 2 per cent of French only origins. Those of single 
European ancestry were the largest of the 
non-British, non-French groups, accounting for 17 per 
cent of the provincial population. 

Persons of Asian ancestry, however, were the 
next largest group in the province (11 per cent of the 
population), representing an increase from 8 per cent 

in 1986. In 1991, 6 per cent of British Columbia's 
residents reported Chinese and 3 per cent reported 
East Indian as their only ethnic origin. The only other 
province with a larger Asian population was Ontario, 
where 7 per cent of the population reported single 
Asian origins. 

In Vancouver, those of non-British, non-French 
origin represented the largest propo rtion of the 
population at 44 per cent, followed by those with British 
ancestry at 33 per cent. The Vancouver metropolitan 
area has been the focus of recent immigration to 
Canada from Asia — and this is reflected in the growing 
proportion of Asian ethnic groups. In 1991,•those 
reporting single Asian ancestry accounted for 19 per 
cent of the population, compared with 13 per cent in 
1986. After British, Chinese and East Indian were the 
largest single ethnic groups in Vancouver. Those 
reporting a Chinese single origin represented 11 per 
cent of Vancouver's population, while East Indians 
made up 4 per cent. 

Persons with Aboriginal origins 
comprise the majority in the Northwest 
Territories 

The Northwest Territories was the only province or 
territory where neither B ri tish nor French constituted 
the largest ethnic groups. Over half (51 per cent) of 
the population reported single Aboriginal origins in 
1991. Fully 32 per cent of the population reported a 
single Inuit origin, 15 per cent a single North 
American Indian origin and 4 per cent a single Métis 
ori gin. 

In the Yukon Territory, 34 per cent of the 
population reported non-British, non-French ethnic 
origins. A further 30 per cent reported British 
ancestry while 29 per cent reported British and/or 
French in addition to other origins. 

In 1991, 14 per cent of the Yukon population 
reported single Aboriginal origins. This represented 
the largest single response group after British. 

Increase in the number reporting 
Aboriginal origins 

In 1991, 470,615 persons reported single Aboriginal 
origins. This represented an increase of 26 per cent 
from 1986 (373,265). Aboriginal origins in 
combination with other groups were reported by 
532,060 persons, an increase of 57 per cent 
compared with 1986 (338,460). Of persons reporting 
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• multiple Aboriginal origins in 1991, about 10,000 gave 
multiple Aboriginal only origins (that is, a combination 
of No rth American Indian, Métis or Inuit), while about 
522,000 reported Aboriginal and other origins. 
Overall, just over one million persons in Canada 
reported one or more Aboriginal origins in 1991, up 
from nearly three-quarters of a million in 1986. 

The increase in persons reporting single 
Aboriginal origins was highest in Newfoundland (40 
per cent or 1,500 persons), Manitoba (34 per cent or 
19,000 persons), Quebec (33 per cent or 16,000 
persons), Albe rta (32 per cent or 17,000 persons) but 
lowest in the Northwest Territories (8 per cent or 
2,000 persons) and New Brunswick (10 per cent or 
400 persons). On the other hand, the growth in those 
reporting multiple Aboriginal origins was greatest in 
Quebec (128 per cent or 41,000 persons), and the 
Northwest Territories (78 per cent or 3,000 persons) 
and smallest in Newfoundland (36 per cent or 2,000 
persons) Saskatchewan (38 per cent or 8,000 
persons), Manitoba (40 per cent or 12,000 persons) 
and British Columbia (44 per cent or 29,000 persons). 
For further information on Aboriginal origins, see the 
note on page 12 of today's Daily, 

Rise in the population reporting 
Canadian ethnic origin 

A po rt ion of the population has always reported their 
ancestry as Canadian. As early as 1951, when the 
Census first published results on Canadian ethnic o rigin, 
71,759 people reported their ethnic origin as Canadian. 
In 1986, 69,065 people reported a single ethnic origin of 
Canadian, with 43,765 additional people reporting 
Canadian in conjunction with other ethnic origins. 

The 1991 Census recorded a substantial increase 
in the number of respondents who gave their ethnic 
ancestry as Canadian. Some 765,095 persons, or 3 
per cent of the population, reported a single origin of 
Canadian and 267,935 reported Canadian in 
conjunction with other ethnic origins. Nationally, 
about one million respondents, or 4 per cent of the 
total population, reported Canadian ethnic ancestry 
(either single or multiple response). 

The distribution of those reporting Canadian 
ethnic ancestry - both single and multiple - varied by 
province, with two-thirds (67 per cent) living in 
Ontario. A further 12 percent resided in Albe rta, 8 per 
cent in British Columbia, 4 per cent in Saskatchewan • and 3 per cent in Quebec. The remaining 6 per cent 
lived in the other provinces and territories. 

Most of those providing Canadian as their ethnic 
origin (97 per cent) were born in Canada. Of the 3 
per cent who were born outside Canada, the United 
Kingdom (10,575 persons) and the United States 
(4,925 persons) were the most frequently reported 
countries of birth. Similarly, most of the respondents 
who gave Canadian had an English mother tongue 
(92 per cent) followed by 4 per cent with French and 
4 per cent with other language responses. 

Those reporting Canadian ethnic ancestry now 
number among the top ten single response groups in 
every province except Quebec. 

Top 10 Ethnic Groups 

There was considerable regional variation in the 10 
most frequently reported single ethnic origins in 1991. 
British was the largest single response group in each 
region, except in Quebec and the Northwest 
Territories. In Quebec, French was the most 
numerous group, while Aboriginal origins were the 
largest group in the Northwest Territories. French 
appeared among the top 10 groups in all provinces 
and territories, ranking second in the Atlantic 
provinces and Ontario. Similarly, Aboriginal origins 
were among the 10 most frequent single response 
groups in all provinces except Ontario. 

A number of European groups also appeared 
among the top 10 groups across the country. For 
example, German and Dutch ranked among the top 
10 in all provinces and territories except Quebec. 
Those reporting a Ukrainian single response 
represented a sizeable propo rtion of the Western 
provinces. Single responses of Italian and 
Portuguese comprised 4.9 per cent and 1.8 per cent 
respectively of Ontario's population, and 2.6 per cent 
and 0.5 per cent in Quebec. 

Persons reporting Black single ancestry ranked 
fourth in Nova Scotia, seventh in Quebec and ninth in 
New Brunswick. 

Groups which have experienced higher levels of 
recent immigration are establishing communities 
across Canada. For example, the Chinese were the 
second largest ethnic group in British Columbia and 
sixth in both Albe rta and Ontario. East Indians were 
the fourth largest group in British Columbia, seventh 
in size in Newfoundland, ninth in Ontario and tenth in 
both Albe rta and Prince Edward Island. Persons of 
Filipino background ranked seventh in Manitoba. 
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Top 10 Single Response Ethnic Origins, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1991 

Canada :;Number ; 	°k  Newfoundland : Number.; :  % 

Total population 26,994,045 100.0 Total population 563,940 100.0 
Single responses 19,199,795 71.1 Single responses 465,645 82.6 

1. 	French(2) 6,146,605 22.8 1. 	British(1) 442,810 78.5 
2. 	British(1) 5,611,050 20.8 2. French(2) 9,700 1.7 
3. German 911,560 3.4 3. 	Aboriginal(3) 5,345 0.9 
4. Canadian 765,095 2.8 4. German 1,315 0.2 
5. 	Italian 750,055 2.8 5. Canadian 1,225 0.2 
6. 	Chinese 586,645 2.2 6. Chinese 740 0.1 
7. 	Aboriginal(3) 470,615 1.7 7. 	East Indian, n.i.e. 710 0.1 
8. 	Ukrainian 406,645 1.5 8. 	Dutch(Netherlands) 440 0.1 
9. 	Dutch(Netherlands) 358,185 1.3 9. 	Italian 295 0.1 

10. 	East Indian, n.i.e. 324,840 1.2 10. Lebanese 230 0.0 

Multiple responses 7,794,250 28.9 Multiple responses 98,290 17.4 

Prince Edward Island 	.'. ; Nova Scotia 

Total population 128,100 100.0 Total population 890,950 100.0 
Single responses 72,930 56.9 Single responses 532,845 59.8 

1. 	British(1) 56,405 44.0 1. 	British(1) 391,805 44.0 
2. 	French(2) 11,845 9.2 2. French(2) 55,310 6.2 
3. Dutch(Netherlands) 1,250 1.0 3. German 24,825 2.8 
4. Canadian 795 0.6 4. 	Black(4) 10,825 1.2 
5. German 645 0.5 5. Canadian 9,675 1.1 
6. 	Aboriginal(3) 400 0.3 6. 	Dutch(Netherlands) 8,960 1.0 
7. Lebanese 255 0.2 7. 	Aboriginal(3) 7,530 0.8 
8. 	Polish 145 0.1 8. 	Italian 2,715 0.3 
9. 	Danish 120 0.1 9. 	Polish 2,360 0.3 

10. 	East Indian, n.i.e. 95 0.1 10. Lebanese 2,335 0.3 

Multiple responses 55,170 43.1 Multiple responses 358,105 40.2 

New.>Brunewick Quebec  

Total population 716,495 100.0 Total population 6,810,300 100.0 
Single responses 503,820 70.3 Single responses 6,237,905 91.6 

	

1. 	British(1) 

	

2. 	French(2) 
3. Canadian 

236,385 
235,010 

9,325 

33.0 
32.8 

1.3 

1. French(2) 
2. British(1) 
3. Italian 

5,077,825 
286,075 
174,525 

74.6 
4.2 
2.6 

4. German 4,480 0.6 4. Jewish 77,600 1.1 

	

5. 	Aboriginal(3) 

	

6. 	Dutch(Netherlands) 
4,270 
3,045 

0.6 
0.4 

5. Aboriginal(3) 
6. Greek 

65,405 
49,890 

1.0 
0.7 

7. Italian 1,320 0.2 7. 	Black(4) 41,165 0.6 
8. 	Chinese 1,255 0.2 8. Portuguese 37,165 0.5 
9. 	Black(4) 1,050 0.1 9. Chinese 36,815 0.5 

10. 	Danish 850 0.1 10. Lebanese 31,580 0.5 

Multiple responses 212,675 29.7 Multiple responses 572,395 8.4 

Ontario Manitoba . ' 

Total population 9,977,050 100.0 Total population 1,079,395 100.0 
Single responses 6,698,995 67.1 Single responses 669,405 62.0 

1. 	British(1) 2,536,515 25.4 1. 	British(1) 183,490 17.0 
2. 	French(2) 527,580 5.3 2. German 93,995 8.7 
3. Canadian 525,240 5.3 3. 	Aboriginal(3) 74,340 6.9 
4. 	Italian 486,760 4.9 4. 	Ukrainian 74,285 6.9 
5. German 289,420 2.9 5. 	French(2) 53,580 5.0 
6. 	Chinese 273,870 2.7 6. 	Dutch(Netherlands) 24,465 2.3 
7. 	Dutch(Netherlands) 179,760 1.8 7. 	Filipino 22,045 2.0 
8. 	Portuguese 176,300 1.8 8. 	Polish 21,600 2.0 
9. 	East Indian, n.i.e. 172,960 1.7 9. Canadian 15,375 1.4 

10. 	Polish 154,150 1.5 10. Jewish 12,265 1.1 

Multiple responses 3,278,055 32.9 Multiple responses 409,985 38.0 
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Top 10 Single Response Ethnic Origins, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1991 - Concluded 

Saskatchewan Number. % Alberta Number 

Total population 976,035 100.0 Total population 2,519,185 100.0 
Single responses 558,675 57.2 Single responses 1,451,000 57.6 

1. British(1) 
2. German 

160,725 
121,305 

16.5 
12.4 

1. British(1) 
2. German 

493,195 
185,630 

19.6 
7.4 

3. Aboriginal(3) 
4. Ukrainian 

66,270 
55,955 

6.8 
5.7 

3. Ukrainian 
4. Canadian 

104,350 
92,490 

4.1 
3.7 

	

5. 	French(2) 

	

6. 	Canadian 
30,075 
28,850 

3.1 
3.0 

5. French(2) 
6. Chinese 

74,615 
71,635 

3.0 
2.8 

7. Norwegian 13,105 1.3 7. 	Aboriginal(3) 68,445 2.7 
8. 	Polish 11,770 1.2 8. 	Dutch(Netherlands) 54,750 2.2 
9. 	Dutch(Netherlands) 11,285 1.2 9. 	Polish 32,840  1.3 

10. 	Hungarian(Magyar) 7,920 0.8 10. 	East Indian, n.i.e. 32,240 1.3 

Multiple responses 417,360 42.8 Multiple responses 1,068,180 42.4 

British Columbia :. •`:;Yukon'Territo .ry<: 	 

Total population 3,247,505 100.0 Total population 27,660 100.0 
Single responses 1,952,850 60.1 Single responses 14,160 51.2 

1. 	British(1) 812,470 25.0 1. 	British(1) 5,300 19.2 
2. 	Chinese 181,185 5.6 2. Aboriginal(3) 3,780 13.7 
3. German 156,635 4.8 3. German 1,060 3.8 
4. 	East Indian, n.i.e. 89,265 2.7 4. 	French(2) 875 3.2 
5. 	Aboriginal(3) 74,420 2.3 5. Canadian 735 2.7 
6. 	French(2) 68,795 2.1 6. 	Ukrainian 390 1.4 
7. 	Dutch(Netherlands) 66,525 2.0 7. 	Dutch(Netherlands) 295 1.1 
8. 	Canadian 60,320 1.9 8. Norwegian 180 0.7 
9. 	Ukrainian 52,760 1.6 9. 	Hungarian(Magyar) 140 0.5 

10. 	Italian 49,265 1.5 10. 	Italian 135 0.5 

Multiple responses 1,294,650 39.9 Multiple responses 13,495 48.8 

Northwest Territories  

Total population 57,435 100.0 
Single responses 41,545 72.3 

1. Aboriginal(3) 29,415 51.2 
2. British(1) 5,885 10.2 
3. French(2) 1,395 2.4 
4. Canadian 1,035 1.8 
5. German 885 1.5 
6. Ukrainian 445 0.8 
7. Dutch(Netherlands) 305 0.5 
8. Chinese 270 0.5 
9. Filipino 210 0.4 

10. Italian 160 0.3 

Multiple responses 15,890 27.7 

Footnotes: 
1 "British" Includes the single responses of English, Irish, Scottish, Welsh and Other British, n.i.e.. 
2 'French" includes the single responses of French, Acadian and Québécois. 
3 "Aboriginal" Includes the single responses of Inuit, Métis and North American Indian. 
4 °Blacku includes the single responses of Black, African Black, n.i.e. and Ghanaian. 

n.i.e. = not included elsewhere 

Note: These data refer to the total non-institutional population. See note on page 15. 
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• 	 . 	.•. 	•• 	•••••:.... 
Comparability of 1986 and 1991 

• •Ethnic ..•••• •.:•OriginData• 
• •:...• 	.. : .. . .. . "•:••:. 	. 	: 	• 	..••..:..•••... 
. The•ethnic:origin queStion..ôni:thk1991 ,:Cerittis.Wati:Similar :  

.• 
 

to 	 1986. In an effort to  
explain:•clearlythatIhe!pOrpose::qf the:'.question:•wat to 
measurethe ariCettra[origins‘of..thCanadian .:060titatkin. 

•:';:the Wording.otthe . 11991.. , quettion .:•Was•Changed slightly and 
.::Ecnotia:wAs:• .inClüded. on thti .questionnairksummarizing..thé... 
purpose of the question. These chqngWshoLild . not.affect• 
the comparability of ethnic origin data between 1986 and 
1991. • . 	• 

be•:.exercised:frimakinu: : : :  
:j•::::Corriparitons;:MeasOret:'of :ethnidity:areCornplex,::1and can 

be àffébttid::byl•chifides....In.:theehiiiremmentih:WhICtithe.:::.:::: : : : :. 
questions are asked as well as by changes in . : . 
respondents understanding or views about the topic 
Changes in such factors as awareness of family 	 
background  or length of time since immigration can affect 

	

. 	.. . 

..:rdspons•41o•the.Oiest104i.: : Fis can confusion with other 	 
condePit:*ich . aS::Citiienship,n060 .alitManguage:Or 

• Culfural;:identity.'::th .010:case:of the 1 991:!: .Census; public 
attention on Aboriginal issues in the  year leading up to the 
Census:may::naVei , contribitte.d.tci . indrobd 	reporting of 
Aboriginal . 	... 	• . 	. 	..................: 	• 	

	

...Ahe.reporting.of:CanadiaR:ap; .an:expression; .of:pational . ..;....., 	,„ 
identity miy:•hayé:•Optrihuietf :10: : à..'subst06041::16004001:16 : 	 : 

.•'...•,:the:number•of,:perkinSii .providing:.this response and a • - • 
decrease in other origins especially British :•:. • .. . . . . 

Data on Aboriginal origins/identity 

The 1991 Census question on ethnic or cultural 	 .  
provided information on the...number of persons who 
reported North American Indian, Mêtis or Inuit origins, 	. 
either 	or 	combiriationiwith•dther.;:, : . 
origins. The Census also collected information on the 
number of persons who 	 e regitteredthdianti:as . : • 
defined by the Indian Act of Canada, and on their Band or 
First Nation affiliation. 

Following the Census, a large-scale survey of a sample of  
persons who reported 

	
origins.:.antl/qr.Who• • 

reported being registered undérthelndiam•Act•Was.• 
conducted. This survey  (the .AbitieigindrPéoplet:ptir•yejiy. 
was 	developed in consultation with organizations 
representing Aboriginal peoples ahawàs.deigi-100:fo: 
provide a wide range of detailed information about 
employment, education, language ,.cUlture;:::.hoUsing.:and 

Aboriginalother characteristics of 
	 .. 

The results of the Aboriginal Peoples Survey show that 
f 

o 
:.::...the..slightlys.overone:mintOn::#6OPle:Who're.sported 

Aboriginal origins in the 
	

Ut:: ...aPPriiiiiMately•!626,000.:•••• 
reported that theY.ideiitif9lePd7swith!theWAborigInalr•origint;.... 
that•is,r:that:theyctinsidered:Ihemtélvestie'.NOrth•••• :•:: .,•;. : !: .:: 
American Indian,  Métis  or Inuit, and/or were registered 
under the Indian Act. 
Survey data for this population are being compiled with 
the first results scheduled for publication on 

• 

March  30, . • 

.i.....08  0 French 

10 0 German 
11 0 Scottish 

14 0 Ukrainian 
15 0 Chinese -• 	 • 

•••`."1.10:1: 0 Dutch (Netherlands) 
17 0 Jewish 
18:'; 0 Polish 
19 0 Black 

........ 

•20 0 North American Indian 
• 

21 0  Métis  

• •••••:E)4. :Ott.i. er..ethriic.Cr .CUlt. urà1: . :. 
.. — toUp(s) . —..s.specif  

1 
.24.:: 
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The 1991 Census question OtVEthhiO::tIllgin 

15. To which ethnic or cultural group(s) did this person 
.11 belong? 

s ancestors 

Motkori §pe:Cify: !asinghq$::aoolicooto: :: 

.:•••:... 

While most people of Canada view themselves as Canadian, information 
about their ancestral origins has been collected since the 1901 Census to 
reflect the changing composition of the Canadian population and is needed 
to ensure that everyone, regardless of his/her ethnic or cultural 
background has equal opportunity to share fully in the economic, social, 
cultural and political life of Canada. Therefore, this question refers to the 
origins of this person's ancestors. 

See Guide. 

Examples of  other ethnic or  cultural grotips are: 
PortugüeseGreek,.:Indian from India,•Pakistani, Filipino; 

• Vietnamese, Japanese, Lebanese Haitian, etc. 
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• Where we live = 

Half of all occupied dwellings in 
Canada have been built after 1970 

On Census day 1991, it was reported that almost 
one-half of all occupied dwellings in Canada had 
been built after 1970. The Northwest Territories had 
the highest propo rtion of newer homes, with 72 per 
cent of homes built in the previous 21 years, followed 
by the Yukon (63 per cent), Albe rta (58 per cent) and 
British Columbia (54 per cent). 

Among major urban centres, about one-in-four 
dwellings in the Ottawa-Hull and Vancouver 
metropolitan areas were built between 1981 and 
1991. In Toronto, 22 per cent of dwellings were built 
during the same decade and in Montréal the 
propo rtion was 20 per cent. Older housing stock (that 
is, dwellings built before 1921), represented only 
about 8 per cent of all occupied dwellings across 
Canada. Some 20 per cent of dwellings in Prince 
Edward Island were built before 1921, compared with 
only 3 per cent in Albe rta. 

Most dwellings in good condition 

Occupants of the majority of owner-occupied private 
dwellings in Canada reported that their dwellings 
required only regular maintenance or minor repairs 
such as replacing missing floor tiles, bricks or 
shingles, fixing defective steps, etc. Only 8.2 per 
cent of all hduseholds reported that their dwellings 
needed major repairs such as replacement of 
defective electrical wiring or plumbing or structural 
repairs to walls, floors or ceilings. Among 
owner-occupied dwellings 7.5 per cent were reported 
as requiring major repair, compared with 9 per cent of 
tenant-occupied dwellings. 

Among the largest census metropolitan areas, 
Montréal had the greatest propo rtion of dwellings 
requiring major repair - 7.3 per cent of all dwellings  

compared with 6.9 per cent in Toronto, 6.4 per cent in 
Ottawa-Hull and 6 per cent in Vancouver. 

Of dwellings requiring major repair, Toronto had 
the largest propo rtion which were tenant-occupied 
(62 per cent), compared with 59 per cent in Montréal, 
58 per cent in Ottawa-Hull and 54 per cent in 
Vancouver. 

Home-owners occupy bigger dwellings 

The average Canadian home in 1991 had six rooms, 
while the average household comprised 2.7 persons. 
This continued a trend to larger dwelling size at the 
same time that household size was decreasing. In 
1986, when the,average Canadian dwelling had 5.8 
rooms, 2.8 persons lived in the average Canadian 
household. Home-owners tended to occupy bigger 
dwellings, with an average of seven rooms (including 
three bedrooms), while tenant-occupied dwellings 
had an average of 4.5 rooms, including two bedrooms. 

Home values highest in Ontario 

Home-owners in Ontario reported the highest 
average estimated value of dwellings ($197,967), an 
increase of $93,904 on the average value in 1986. 
British Columbia's home-owners reported the second 
highest values on average ($175,559), followed by 
those in Albe rta ($114,548). This compared with 
1986 values of $98,850 and $84,936, respectively. 
Values reported in the Census reflect the perceptions 
of the respondents themselves, and are not 
necessarily based on market-value or real estate 
sales. 

Among the major urban centres, home-owners in 
the metropolitan Toronto area reported the highest 
estimated value on average ($280,390), an increase 
of $138,108 from 1986. Vancouver's dwellings ranked 
second in average estimated value at $244,539, 
followed by those in Victoria (valued at $187,149, on 
average) and Ottawa-Hull ($160,552). 
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Average Estimated Value, Owner-Occupied Private Dwellings*, 
Census Metropolitan Areas, 1991 

Toronto 
Vancouver 

Oshawa 
Hanilton  111111111111111111.111111111111111•1    

Victoria 111111111.111 
Kitchener 

London IIIIIIIIIII11111111111■11111  
Ottawa-Hull 

	

St. Catharines-Itagara 	  

	

CalgarY 	  
Montréal 

	

Wndsor 	  

	

Sudbury 	  

	

Thunder Bay 	  

	

Edmonton 	  
Halifax 

	

St. John's 	  

	

Winnipeg 	  

	

Québec 	  

	

Sherbrooke 	  

	

Saskatoon 	  

	

Regina 	  

	

Saint John 	  
Trois-Rivières 

Chicoutimi-Jonquière  MME  
I 	 il 

300 50 	100 	150 	200 	250 

$ thousands 

* reported for non-farm, non-reserve dwellings 
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Data Comparability and Content 
Considerations 

Users of Census data should take into account factors which 
could affect the comparability of 1991 Census data with 
those from previous Censuses. 

Changes in the Completeness of Enumeration:. No 
national census can obtain a complete enumeration of the 
population. Variations in the completeness of enumeration 
can occur from one census to another. Estimates of the 
completeness of the 1991 Census are now available. 

Non-permanent residents: In 1991, the Census counted 
both permanent and non-permanent residents of Canada. 
Non-permanent residents are persons who held student or 
employment authorizations, Minister's permits or who were 
refugee claimants; the 1991 Census enumerated some 
223,410 non-permanent residents in Canada, representing 
slightly less than 1 per cent of the total population. The data 
released today are affected by this change in the Census 
universe. Users should be especially careful when 

comparing data from 1991 and previous Censuses in 
geographic areas where there is a concentration of 
non-permanent residents, particularly the major metropolitan 
areas of Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia. 

Incompletely Enumerated Indian Reserves: Some Indian 
reserves and Indian settlements (a total of 78) were 
incompletely enumerated during the 1991 Census. Data for 
1991 are therefore not available for those reserves and 
settlements. Because of the missing data, users are 
cautioned that for affected geographic areas, comparisons 
(e.g. percentage change) between 1986 and 1991 are not 
exact. For larger geographic areas (Canada, provinces and 
territories, census metropolitan areas) the impact of the 
missing data is quite small. 

Exclusion of Institutional Residents: The analysis is 
based on data collected from a sample of 20 per cent of 
households which completed the long form questionnaire. 
As with the 1986 and 1981 Censuses, the data do not 
include institutional residents. The total number after 
weighting (26,994,000) is slightly smaller than the 100 per 
cent data (27,297,000). 

Upcoming 
Release Dates 	Information on 

March 2, 1993 

March 30, 1993 

April 13, 1993 

April 27, 1993 

Labour force activity, occupation and industry 

Aboriginal data, by age and sex 

Income 

Social and economic characteristics of families, housing costs, educational 
attainment, school attendance and major field of study 

May 11, 1993 	 Fertility, mobility, migration, place of work and religion 

The Daily, February 23, 1993 
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How to Order Publications 

Simplify your search for data with the Statistics 
Canada Catalogue 1992. Using the keyword index, 
you'll find sources for statistics on all areas of 
Canadian social and economic activity. For easy 
access to over 800 Statistics Canada products and 
services, order the Statistics Canada Catalogue 
1992 (11-204E, $13.95; United States: US $17; 
Other Countries: US $20). 

You may order Statistics Canada products and 
services by telephone. From Canada and the 
United States, call toll-free 1-800-267-6677. From 
all other locations, call 613-951-7277 (not toll-free). 

You may purchase Statistics Canada 
publications by writing to Publication Sales, Room 

1710, Main Building, Statistics Canada, Ottawa 
K1A OT6. 

Please enclose a cheque or money order 
payable to the Receiver General for 
Canada/Publications. Provide full information on 
each publication order (catalogue number, title, 
issue). Canadian customers, please add 7% GST. 

Publications may also be ordered from Statistics 
Canada's Regional Reference Centres in St. John's, 
Halifax, Montréal, Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg, 
Regina, Edmonton, Calga ry  and Vancouver, or from 
authorized bookstore agents or other booksellers. 

The Daily, February 23, 1993 

Statistics Canada has started consultations 
on 1996 Census content and post-censal 
survey topics. For information write: 1996 
Census Content Determination Project, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OT6. 

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin for Statistical 
Information 
Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada: $120.00 annually; United States: US $144.00 annually; 
Other Countries: US $168.00 annually 
Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 10-N, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney's Pasture, O ttawa, Ontario K1A 0T6 
Senior Editor: Greg Thomson (613-951-1187) 
Editor: Tim Prichard (613-951-1103) 
Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of 
Industry, Science and Technology, 1993. All rights reserved. No pa rt  of this publication may 
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written permission 
from the Licence Se rvices, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, O ttawa, Ontario, 
Canada K1A OT6. 
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REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES 

Statistics Canada's regional reference centres provide a full range of the Bureau's products and se rvices. 
Each reference centre is equipped with a library and a sales counter where users can consult or purchase our 
publications, microcomputer diskettes, microfiche, maps and more. 

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from Statistics Canada's computerized data retrieval 
systems, CANSIM and Telichart. A telephone inquiry se rvice is also available with toll free numbers for regional 
clients outside local calling areas. Many other valuable se rvices - from seminars to consultations - are offered. 
Call or write your regional reference centre for information. 

• 

Newfoundland and Labrador 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
3rd floor 
Viking Building 
Crosbie Road 
St. John's, Newfoundland 
A1B 3P2 
Local calls: 772-4073 
Toll free se rvice: 1-800-563-4255 
Fax: 1-709-772-6433 

Maritime Provinces 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
North American Life Centre 
1770 Market Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3M3 
Local calls: 426-5331 
Toll free service: 1-800-565-7192 
Fax: 1-902-426-9538 

Quebec 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
200 René Lévesque Blvd. W. 
Guy Favreau Complex 
Suite 412, East Tower 
Montréal, Quebec 
H2Z 1X4 
Local calls: 283-5725 
Toll free service: 1-800-361-2831 
Fax: 1-514-283-9350 

National Capital Region 
Advisory Services 
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR) 
Statistics Canada Lobby 
R.H. Coats Building 
Holland Avenue 
O ttawa, Ontario 
K1 A OT6 
Local calls: 951-8116 
If outside the local calling area, please dial 
the toll free number for your province. 
Fax: 1-613-951-0581 

Ontario 
Advisory Se rvices 
Statistics Canada 
10th Floor 
Arthur Meighen Building 
25 St. Clair Avenue East 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4T 1 M4 

Local calls: 973-6586 
Toll free service: 1-800-263-1136 
Fax: 1-416-973-7475 

Manitoba 
Advisory Se rv ices 
Statistics Canada 
MacDonald Building 
Suite 300 
344 Edmonton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3B 3L9 

Local calls: 983-4020 
Toll free service: 1-800-542-3404 
Fax: 1-204-983-7543 

Saskatchewan 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
Avord Tower, 9th Floor 
2002 Victoria Avenue 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
S4P OR7 

Local calls: 780-5405 
Toll free se rvice: 1-800-667-7164 
Fax: 1-306-780-5403 

Alberta and the Northwest 
Territories 
Advisory Se rv ices 
Statistics Canada 
8th Floor 
Park Square 
10001 Bellamy Hill 
Edmonton, Albe rta 
T5J 3B6 

Local calls: 495-3027 
Toll free service: 1-800-282-3907 
Fax: 1-403-495-3026 
N.W.T. - Call collect 1-403-495-3028 

Southern Alberta 
Advisory Services 
Statistics Canada 
First Street Plaza 
Room 401 
138-4th Avenue South East 
Calgary, Alberta 
T2G 4Z6 

Local calls: 292-6717 
Toll free service: 1-800-472-9708 
Fax: 1-403-292-4958 

British Columbia and the Yukon 
Advisory Se rvices 
Statistics Canada 
Federal Building, Sinclair Centre 
757 West Hastings Street 
Suite 440F 
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 3C9 

Local calls: 666-3691 
Toll free se rvice: 
1-800-663-1551 (except Atlin, B.C.) 
Fax: 1-604-666-4863 
Yukon and Atlin, B.C. Zenith 08913 
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Immigration immigration  

Citizenship dtoyenneté  

Census . Recensement  

...to a home in Canada, our population is made up of diverse  
ethnic groups. The latest data on ethnic origin and immigration  

are now available from the 199 .1 Census of Population.  

For a complete list of publications available, call your nearest  

Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre or call our  
national order line...  
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