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Population Ageing and the Elderly  

Today, Statistics Canada is releasing Population Ageing and the Elderly  
from the Current Demographic Analysis Series. The ageing of the  
population is a slow and unobtrusive process, the consequences of which  
can be formidable for those taken unaware and for those who only  
recognize the seriousness of events after they have come to pass. This  
report  presents what is known in terms of ageing - its rate of progress,  
its implications, and the deadlines it imposes - in the Canadian context.  
In recent years, few phenomena have captured the interest of Canadians  

more frequently than the ageing of the population. Many have expressed  

concerns and proposed solutions to this problem - no one seems in-
different to it.  

Population Ageing and the Elderly (91-533E, $40) is now available. It  
contains over 100 pages of analysis, 66 tables and 21 charts. See "How  

to Order Publications."  
For more information contact Jean Dumas (613-951-2327), Research  

and Analysis Section, Demography Division.  
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MAJOR RELEASES  

• Population Ageing and the Elderly  
In the year 2036, persons aged 75 years and over will unquestionably constitute  
more than half of the group aged 65 and over. Today, they constitute already about  
40%, compared to only 30% in 1950.  

• Help-wanted Index, March 1993  
The Help-wanted Index (1991 = 100) for Canada decreased five points to 87 in March.  

(continued on page 2)  
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MAJOR RELEASES 

Population Ageing and the Elderly 

Highlights 

• By 2036, persons aged 75 years and over will 
unquestionably constitute more than half of the 
group aged 65 and over, whereas in 1950 they 
only accounted for 30% of it. The propo rtion 
considered . as very old (85 +) will triple over the 
same period. This ageing of the ageing will only 
exacerbate the socio-economic consequences of 
the phenomenon itself. 

• The continuation of present trends in mortality will 
increase the female to male ratio among the 
elderly population. 

• Women aged 65 can still expect to live an 
average of 19 more years (an increase of 27% 
compared with 1951); men can expect to live 
another 15 years (only a 12% improvement). 
However, there is an impo rtant difference 
between life expectancy and disability-free life 
expectancy. For women aged 65, disability-free 
life expectancy is nine years, while for men it is 
eight years. 

• In 1951, half of the 126,000 deaths in Canada 
occurred among persons over 66 years of age, 
but the average age of those who died was below 
57. Forty years later, the 200,000 deaths that 
occurred in 1991 involved persons who were on 
average 13 years older, and the median age at 
death had risen by more than seven years. 

• At the time of the 1991 Census, among the 
elderly, more than three males in four had a 
spouse, but less than one in two females had a 
spouse. One elderly male in 10 was a widower; 
one elderly female in two was a widow. 

• Overall, 22% of Canada's private households in 
1991 contained at least one elderly person. Of 
these, 43% were non-family households, almost 
all of which consisted of one elderly person living 
alone. 

• As a whole, 63% of the elderly living in private 
households in 1991 owned their homes, but the 
proportion decreased with age (from 71% for 
those aged 65-69 to 42% for those over 85). 

• Nowadays, for the average female, it is financially 
less advantageous to be in her fifties than to be a 
member of the elderly population. 

• Recent socio-economic changes have caused the 
female labour force participation rate to evolve 
counter to the century-old male trend that, in 
industrial countries, shows a decline after age 50. 

• The elderly are frequently hospitalized. 	For 
example, in the course of the 12-month period 
preceding the General Social Survey of 1986, 
18% of the elderly had spent some time in 
hospital. This percentage underestimated reality, 
since residents of institutions, who are usually 
very old and more frequently hospitalized, were 
not interviewed. 

Population Ageing and the Elderly (91-533E, $40) 
is now available. See "How to Order Publications." 

For more information contact Jean Dumas (613-
951-2327), 	Research and 	Analysis 	Section, 
Demography Division. 	 • 
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Help-wanted Index 
March 1993 

The Help-wanted Index serves as an early indicator of 
changes in the demand for labour by monitoring the 
number of help-wanted ads published in 20 major 
metropolitan areas. 

Highlights - Seasonally Adjusted 

• In March, the Help-wanted Index for Canada 
(1991 = 100) decreased 5% to 87 - practically 
unchanged from the January level. After falling to 
a low of 83 in March 1992, the index hovered 
around this level until November. Then it rose to 
88 in December and reached 92 in February 
1993. 

Help-wanted Index, Canada 
(1991 = 100) 

Seasonally Adjusted 
220 

180 

140 

100 

Note to Users 

In January 1993, the Help-wanted Index was rebased to 
1991 (1991 = 100). The revised estimates (starting in 
January 1981) are available on CANSIM and will be 
published in April in an occasional repo rt, Help-wanted 
Index (71-540). On request, the revised data for Canada 
and the five regions can also be obtained for $30 by fax or 
on diskette. Please contact Carole Lacroix (613-951-4039) 
for more information. 

Changes by Region 

• Between February and March 1993, all of the 
regional Help-wanted Indexes decreased, except 
for the Atlantic provinces, where the index 
remained unchanged at 93. The regional index 
decreased 8% in British Columbia (from 88 to 
81), 7% in Ontario (from 91 to 85), 5% in Quebec 
(from 93 to 88) and 3% in the Prairie provinces 
(from 87 to 84). 

• Compared with March 1992, the Help-wanted 
Index rose 15% in the Atlantic provinces, 9% in 
Ontario, and 2% in Quebec. Year-over-year, the 
index decreased 8% in the Prairie provinces and 
5% in British Columbia. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 105 (levels 8 and 9). 

Help-wanted indices for census metropolitan 
areas and trend-cycle estimates are available on 
request. 

For further information, contact Carole Lacroix 
(613-951-4039) or André Picard (613-951-4045), 
Labour Division (fax: 613-951-4087). ❑  
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Help-wanted Index (1991 = 100), Canada and Regions 
Year and 
month Canada 

Atlantic 
Region Quebec Ontario 

Prairie 
Region 

British 
Columbia 

Seasonally Adjusted 

1992 
March 83 81 86 78 91 85 
April 85 80 90 83 82 83 
May 84 87 83 87 81 87 
June 84 85 85 85 80 86 
July 89 83 94 91 78 87 
August 83 84 82 85 81 86 
September 84 84 84 88 77 85 
October 85 93 86 86 79 91 
November 84 87 81 88 81 87 
December 88 91 87 91 83 89 

1993 
January 88 93 89 84 82 88 
February 92 93 93 91 87 88 
March 87 93 88 85 84 81 

• 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Steel Primary Forms  
February 1993  

Steel primary forms production for February 1993  

totalled 1 089 127 tonnes, a decrease of 1.6% from  

1 106 651 tonnes the previous year.  
Year-to-date production at the end of February  

reached 2 222 672r (revised) tonnes, up 2.5% from  
2169127 tonnes a year earlier.  

Available on CANSIM: 	matrix 58 (level 2,  
series 3).  

The February 1993 issue of Primary Iron and  
Steel (41-001, $5/$50) will be available at a later date.  

For more detailed information on this release,  

contact Greg Milsom (613-951-9827), Industry  
Division. •  

Steel Pipe and Tubing  
February 1993  

Steel pipe and tubing production for February 1993  
totalled 155 628 tonnes, an increase of 25.1% from  
the 124 437 tonnes produced a year earlier.  

Year-to-date production at the end of February  
totalled 300 910r (revised) tonnes, up 22.5% from the  
245 591 tonnes produced during the same period in  
1992.  

Available on CANSIM: matrix 35.  

The February 1993 issue of Steel Pipe and  
Tubing (41-011, $51$50) will be available at a later  
date.  

For more detailed information on this release,  
contact Greg Milsom (613-951-9827), Industry  

Division. •  

Coal and Coke Statistics  
January 1993  

Highlights  

• Canadian production of coal totalled 5 587  
kilotonnes in January 1993, down 15.5% from  
January 1992.  

• Exports in January fell to 1 580 kilotonnes, down  

29.8% from January 1992.  

• Coke production increased to 312 kilotonnes, up  
11.3% from January 1992.  

Available on CANSIM: matrix 9.  

The January 1993 issue of Coal and Coke  
Statistics (45-002, $10/$100) will be available the first  
week of April. See "How to Order Publications".  

For more detailed information on this release,  

contact Dave Madsen (613-951-9823), Energy  
Section, Industry Division. •  

Statistics Canada's Official Release Bulletin for Statistical  

Information  

Catalogue 11-001E. Price: Canada $120.00 annually, United States: US$144.00 annually, 
Other Countries: US$168.00 annually 

Published by the Communications Division 
Statistics Canada, 10-N, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney's Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6. 

Senior Editor. Greg Thomson (613-951-1187) 
Editor. Tim Prichard (613-951-1103) 

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada.  C  Minister of  
Industry, Science and Technology, 1993. All rights reserved. No part  of this publication may  
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means,  
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission  
from Licence Services, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada,  Ottawa, Ontario, Canada  
K1A OT6.  
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Specified Domestic Electrical Appliances, 
February 1993. 
Catalogue number 43-003 
(Canada: $5/$50; United States: US$60/US$60; 
Other Countries: US$7/US$70). 

Oil Pipeline Transpo rt, January 1993. 
Catalogue number 55-001 
(Canada: $10/$100; United States: US$12/US$120; 
Other Countries: US$14/US$140). 

Retail Trade, January 1993. 
Catalogue number 63-005 
(Canada: $18.20/$182; 
United States: US$21.80/US$218; 
Other Countries: US$25.50/US$255). 

Labour Force Information, March 1993. 
Catalogue number 71-001P 
(Canada: $6.30/$63; 
United States: US$7.60/US$76; 
Other Countries: US$8.80/US$88). 
Available at 7:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 8, 1993  

International Student Participation in Canadian 
Education, 1991. 
Catalogue number 81-261 
(Canada: $20; United States: US$24; 
Other Countries: US$28). 

Population Ageing and the Elderly. 
Catalogue number 91-533E 
(Canada: $40; United States: US$48; 
Other Countries: US$56). 

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum 
requirements of American National Standard for 
Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed 
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984. 

How to Order Publications 

Simplify your search for data with the Statistics Canada 
Catalogue 1993. Using the keyword index, you'll find 
sources for statistics on all areas of Canadian social and 
economic activity. For easy access to over 900 
Statistics Canada products and services, order the 
Statistics Canada Catalogue 1993 (11-204E, $13.95; 
United States: US$17; Other Countries: US$20). 
You may order Statistics Canada products and services 
by telephone. From Canada and the United States, call 
toll-free 1-800-267-6677. From all other locations, call 
613-951-7277 (not toll-free). 

You may purchase Statistics Canada publications by 
writing to Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main Building, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6. 
Please enclose a cheque or money order payable to the 
Receiver General for Canada/Publications. Provide full 
information on each publication order (catalogue 
number, title, issue). Canadian customers, please add 
7% GST. 
Publications may also be ordered from Statistics 
Canada's Regional Reference Centres in St. John's, 
Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, 
Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver, or from authorized 
bookstore agents or other booksellers. 

Statistics Canada — Cat. No. 11-001E 
	 7 



STATIST CS CANADA LIBRARY  BIBLIOTHE~UE STATIST QUE CANADA 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

101013877 

Don't start your week without it  

Get a jump on your work week by making sure you have the most current  

economic and social information in Canada. Travelling by first class mail or courier,  

Statistics Canada's digest, Infomat, arrives at the beginning of  

each week to help you monitor key economic indicators and  

keep up with the most current data releases from Canada's  

national statistical agency.  

In eight fact-filled pages, Infomat highlights the findings of Statistics 
Canada surveys and brings them to your desk each week, often long 
before detailed reports are published. Throughout the year you'll get 

the first results of over 100 ongoing surveys and many special 
surveys—from manufacturing shipments to the health of 

Canadians or post graduate employment to part-time workers. 

Each week, Infomat presents you with,  

• concise summaries of fresh facts from over 100 ongoing surveys  
• charts and graphs that let you instantly scan the trends  
• Overview - an outline of the subjects covered in each issue  

that you can scan in 30 seconds  
• guidance on how to obtain special reports to assist you in  

your more detailed research.  
• Current Trends and Latest Monthly Statistics sections that bring you up  

to date on the Consumer Price Index, Gross Domestic Product and 21 other  
key monthly series  

Managers, analysts and researchers who are responsible for keeping up to date on changes  

in Canada's economic and social climate can count on Infomat — as a quick overview of  

the latest trends and as a weekly reminder of key indicators and data releases. Many  

subscribers use Infomat's highlights to add authority to their industry analyses,  

investment plans or corporate reports.  

To order Infomat (11-002E), 50 issues annually for $125 in Canada, US$150 in the U.S.  

and US$175 in other countries, write to Publications Sales and Se rvice, Statistics Canada,  
Ottawa, Canada, K1A OT6. For faster service, use your VISA or MasterCard  
and call toll-free in  Canada, 1-800-267-6677.  


