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• Private and Public Investment Revised Intentions, 1993  
Business and government plan to spend $124.3 billion in 1993, a 1.6% increase over 1992  
spending of $122.3 billion.  

• Quarterly Business Conditions Survey, Manufacturing industries,  

July 1993  
On balance, manufacturers' opinions concerning the expected volume of production in  
the coming three months dropped substantially during July 1993. The balance of opinions  

concerning the current backlog of unfilled orders and the current level of new orders also  

decreased.  

• Help-wanted Index, July 1993  
The Help-wanted Index for Canada (1991 = 100) in July increased 5% to 87 - virtually the  
same level as at the start of 1993.  

Wednesday, August 4, 1993  
For release at 8:30 a.m.  
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Note to Users 

Business and government investment is one of the driving 
forces behind economic growth. Spending on construction 
and on machinery and equipment is linked to productivity 
and competitiveness in the Canadian economy; it also 
gives an indica tion of the demand for materials and labour. 

This is the first release of private and public investment 
data based .on the, 1980 Standard Industrial Classification 
(SIC).  ..Previous data were released on a 1970 SIC basis. 
This change' makes the data more immediately comparable 
with production  and  employment data classified by 

'industry. In; :order 'to maintain continuity of data, a special 
'anâlysis that' compares the investment series for the years 
1991 to 1993 between the previously published and 
revised estimates is included in Private and Public Invest-
ment in Canada (61-206). 
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MAJOR RELEASES 

Private and Public Investment 
Revised Intentions 
1993 

Business and government plan capital expenditures of 
$124.3 billion in 1993, a 1.6% increase over 1992 
spending of $122.3 billion. Investment in machinery 
and equipment such as cars, computers and 
assembly lines is .expected to increase 'by 2'.5%,. while 
spending on construction of factories, schools, roads 
and housing is expected to increase ,by 1.1 %• 

Percentage Change in Capital Spending 
Intentions 
1992 to 1993 

The latest survey indicates that industries plan to 
spend 2.0% less in 1993 than they indicated in an 
earlier estimate released in February. Since 
February, there have been downward revisions in 
transportation and storage (-12.5%), government 
services (-5.8%) and communications and other 
utilities (-3.9%). These have been partly moderated 
by upward revisions in finance and insurance 
(+ 5.7%) and mining, quarrying and oil wells 
(+ 4.9%). By province, upward revisions in invest-
ment were observed only in Saskatchewan, Albe rta 
and the Northwest Territories. 

Historical Capital Expenditures 
(Excluding Expenditures on Housing) 

1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 	1993 

Goods-producing Industries 

The goods-producing industries expect capital 
spending of $40.1 billion in 1993, up 2.4% from 1992. 
In manufacturing, outlays will increase 0.7% to $14.4 
billion, with 16 of 22 major groups showing increases. 
The mining, quarrying and oil well industries plan 
spending of $7.3 billion (+ 21.4%); the largest gain is 
expected from crude petroleum. 

• 
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Percentage Change in Capital Spending 
Intentions for the Goods-producing Industries 
1992 to 1993 
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Services-producing Industries 

Investment in the services-producing industries is 
expected to be $49.9 billion, almost unchanged from 
1992. The "other service industries" plan spending 
increases of 21.1%, followed by retail trade (+ 11.3%) 
and finance and insurance (+ 10.8%). In government 
serv ices, capital spending is expected to increase 
3.8% to $13.5 billion with gains coming from the 
federal and local levels. Leading the decline are real 
estate operators (-19.4%) and communications 
industries (-12.5%). 

Percentage Change in Capital Spending 
Intentions for the Services-producing Industries 
1992 to 1993  

Housing 

Housing investment is expected to increase to 
$34.3 billion, 3.1% more than in 1992. The major 
components of this estimate are projected housing 
starts, building costs, and the value of alterations and 
improvements in each province. 

Percentage Change in Capital Spending 
Intentions for the Provinces / Territories 
1992 to 1993 

Provincial/Territorial Data 

The strongest investment plans are in Newfound-
land, up 13.6%, followed by British Columbia 
(+ 6.0%), Albe rta (+ 4.3%) and Ontario (+ 2.7%). 
The remaining provinces are either expecting declines 
or reporting increases below the  national  average of 
1.6%. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 3101-3133. 

The Revised Intentions Survey was conducted 
between the end of March and the beginning of July 
with a sample of 25,000 businesses, governments 
and institutions. In February 1993, investment data 
from the Intentions (1993), Preliminary Actual (1992) 
and Actual (1991) Surveys were released on a 1970 
SIC basis. 

Estimates are now available on a 1980 SIC basis 
and are included in Private and Public Investment in 
Canada, Revised Intentions 1993 (61-206), which will 
be available by mid-September. See " How to Order 
Publications". Data from 1991 onward are available 
on CANSIM. 

For more information on this release, contact 
John Foley (613-951-2591) or Susan Horsley 
(613-951-2209), Investment and Capital Stock 
Division. o 
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Capital Spending Intentions of Private and Public Organizations by Division 

1992 
Preliminary 

Actual 

1993 
Intentions 

1993 
Revised 

Intentions 

	

Intentions 	Preliminary 

	

1993 to 	1992 to 

	

Revised 	Revised 

	

Intentions 	Intentions 

	

1993 	 1993 

$ billions % change 

Grand Total 122.3 126.8 124.3 -2.0 1.6 

Housing 33.2 34.6 34.3 -0.8 3.1 

Goods-producing Industries 39.2 40.6 40.1 -1.3 2.4 

Services-producing Industries 49.9 51.6 49.9 -3.3 0.1 

Divisions 

Agriculture 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.5 0.5 
Fishing and Trapping 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 -0.3 
Logging and Forestry 0.1 0.2 0.2 6.3 38.9 
Mining, Quarrying and Oil Wells 6.0 6.9 7.3 4.9 21.4 
Manufacturing 14.3 14.8 14.4 -2.7 0.7 
Construction 1.8 1.8 1.8 -2.3 -0.4 
Transportation and Storage 5.7 6.1 5.4 -12.5 -6.7 
Communications and Other Utilities 20.5 20.0 19.2 -3.9 -6.3 
Wholesale Trade 1.8 1.8 1.7 -7.7 -4.8 
Retail Trade 2.8 3.1 3.1 0.3 11.3 
Finance and Insurance 4.8 5.1 5.4 5.7 10.8 
Real Estate Operators 4.6 4.1 3.7 -8.3 -19.4 
Business Services 1.2 1.3 1.1 12.2 -2.9 
Govemment 13.0 14.3 13.5 -5.8 3.8 
Education 3.1 3.2 3.3 1.2 5.2 
Health and Social Services 2.0 2.0 2.2 5.5 8.6 
Accommodation, Food and Beverage 1.3 1.1 1.1 3.2 -10.6 
Other Services 3.2 3.6 3.9 10.1 21.1 

Note: Figures may not add to totals due to rounding. 
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Capital Spending Intentions of Private and Public Organizations by Province/Territory 

Capital Expenditures 

Construction 	Machinery 	Total 	Intentions 	Preliminary 

	

and 	 1993 to 	1992 to 

	

Equipment 	 Revised 	Revised 

	

Intentions 	Intentions 

	

1993 	1993 

$ billions 	 % change 

Canada 

Newfoundland 

Prince Edward Island 

Nova Scotia 

New Brunswick 

Quebec 

Ontario 

Manitoba 

Saskatchewan 

Alberta 

British Columbia 

Yukon 

Northwest Territories 

1992 1 	 77.1 	45.2 	122.3 
1993 	 79.8 	47.0 	126.8 
1993 	 78.0 	46.3 	124.3 	-2.0 	 1.6 

1992 	 1.6 	 0.5 	 2.1 
1993 	 2.0 	 0.5 	 2.5 
1993 	 1.9 	 0.5 	 2.4 	-4.6 	13.6 

1992 	 0.3 	 0.1 	 0.4 
1993 	 0.3 	 0.1 	 0.4 
1993 	 0.3 	 0.1 	 0.4 	-1.3 	-5.0 

1992 	 1.7 	 1.1 	 2.8 
1993 	 1.7 	 1.1 	 2.8 
1993 	 1.7 	 1.1 	 2.7 	-0.8 	-0.9 

1992 	 1.8 	 0.6 	 2.4 
1993 	 1.4 	 0.8 	 2.2 
1993 	 1.4 	 0.7 	 2.2 	-0.2 	-10.3 

1992 	 16.7 	10.2 	26.9 
1993 	 17.2 	 9.3 	26.5 
1993 	 17.1 	 9.3 	26.4 	-0.4 	-1.7 

1992 	 27.1 	19.7 	46.9 
1993 	 28.1 	22.0 	50.1 
1993 	 27.1 	21.1 	48.1 	-3.9 	 2.7 

1992 	 2.0 	 1.3 	 3.4 
1993 	 2.1 	 1.4 	 3.5 
1993 	 1.9 	 1.4 	 3.3 	-4.5 	-0.7 

1992 	 2.4 	 1.6 	 4.0 
1993 	 2.0 	 1.5 	 3.5 
1993 	 2.1 	 1.5 	 3.6 	 2.0 	-11.1 

1992 	 10.8 	 4.9 	15.7 
1993 	 11.0 	 5.1 	16.2 
1993 	 11.1 	 5.2 	16.3 	 1.0 	 4.3 

1992 	 12.1 	 5.0 	17.2 
1993 	 13.5 	 5.1 	18.6 
1993 	 13.0 	 5.2 	18.2 	-2.0 	 6.0 

1992 	 0.2 	 0.1 	 0.3 
1993 	 0.2 	 0.1 	 0.3 
1993 	 0.2 	 0.0 	 0.2 	-17.9 	-9.3 

1992 	 0.3 	 0.1 	 0.4 
1993 	 0.3 	 0.1 	 0.4 
1993 	 0.3 	 0.1 	 0.4 	14.4 	 0.9 

I Preliminary Actual 1992, followed by Intentions 1993, then by Revised Intentions 1993. 
Note: Figures may not add to totals due to rounding. 	 • 

Statistics Canada - Cat. No. 11-001E 	 5 



The Daily, August 4, 1993 

Quarterly Business Conditions 
Survey, Manufacturing Industries 
July 1993 

On balance, manufacturers' opinions concerning the 
expected volume of production in the coming three 
months dropped substantially during July 1993. The 
balance of opinions concerning the current backlog of 
unfilled orders and the current level of new orders 
also decreased. 

Seasonally Adjusted 

The balance of manufacturers' opinions con-
cerning the expected volume of production during the 
next three months dropped substantially between the 
April and July 1993 surveys. The balance of opinion 
concerning the current backlog of unfilled orders and 
the current level of orders received also decreased in 
the July 1993 survey. 

Manufacturers expressed pessimism about the 
expected volume of production over the next three 
months. The July 1993 balance dropped 20 points to 
-9, from + 11 in April 1993. After four quarters of 
optimism, this is the largest decline since the 27-point 
drop between the October 1989 (+ 9) and January 
1990 (-18) surveys. The decrease was mainly 
influenced by the transpo rtation equipment industry. 

The balance of -9 in July is calculated by 
subtracting the pessimistic 34% who indicated a 
"lower than normal" expected volume of production 
from the optimistic 25% who reported "higher than 
normal" expected volume of production. The 
remaining 41% expected a normal volume of 
production. 

The balance of opinion for current orders received 
decreased from + 12 in April 1993 to + 2 in July 1993 
survey. This 10-point drop is the greatest decrease in 
the balance since the 12-point decline to -20 in the 
January 1992 survey. Although decreasing, the 
balance has remained positive during the last three 
quarters. 

The July 1993 balance of opinion concerning 
employment prospects in the next three months 
remained unchanged at -12. The last positive 
balance posted for employment prospects was + 4 in 
the April 1989 survey. 

The balance of opinion concerning the current 
backlog of unfilled orders stood at -22 in the July 
1993 survey. This is seven points lower than in April 
1993. Although the balance decreased, it is still 
stronger than the -58 of the April 1991 survey. 

Note to Users 

The balance of opinion is the difference between the 
proportion with a positive response (e.g., higher volume of 
production) and the proportion with a negative response 
(e.g., lower volume of production). Both unadusted and 
seasonally adjusted data are given for the balance. The 
seasonally adjusted value for neutral components (e.g., 
expected production about the same) is calculated by 
subtracting the sum of the seasonally adjusted values of 
the other two components (the positive and negative 
components) from 100. 

The Business Conditions Survey is conducted in 
January, April, July and October; the majority of responses 
are recorded in the first two weeks of these months. 
Results are based on replies from about 5,000 manu-
facturers. 

Production, inventories and orders responses to the 
Business Conditions Survey are weighted by the value of 
the respondent's shipments reported to the 1989 Annual 
Survey of Manufactures. Weights for the employment 
prospects responses are based on the number of 
employees reported to the Annual Survey of Manufactures. 

Data back to 1989 have been revised. In general, 
trends for the revised data have remained the same as 
before being benchmarked to the 1989 Annual Survey of 
Manufactures. 

Unfilled orders are . the stock of orders that will 
generate future shipments, assuming that orders are 
not cancelled. 

The balance of manufacturers' opinions con-
cerning current levels of finished-product inventories 
remained unchanged from the April 1993 survey at 
-18. Some 76% of manufacturers indicated their 
finished-products inventories were "about right", while 
21% indicated they were "too high", and 3% 
indicated "too low". 

Unadjusted 

About 83% of manufacturers did not repo rt  any 
particular production difficulties in the July 1993 
survey. Some 6% reported that a shortage of 
working capital impeded their level of production. A 
shortage of skilled labour was indicated as a 
production impediment by 2% of manufacturers. For 
the eleventh consecutive quarter, less than 0.5% of 
respondents reported that a shortage of unskilled 
labour is impeding their production. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 2843-2845 
(unadjusted data only). 

For further information, please contact Claude 
Robillard (613-951-3507) Monthly Survey of Manu-
facturing Section, Industry Division. ❑  

6 
	

Statistics Canada — Cat. No. 11-001E 



Real GDP 
(right scale) 

Balance of opinion 
(left scale) 

1984 	1985 	1986 	1987 	1988 	1989 	1990 	1991 	1992 	1993 

-10 

-20 

-30 

-40 

-50 

-60 

-70 

30 

20 

10 

$ bi lions 
	 100 

— 90 

— 80 

— 70 

— 60 

50 

The Daily, August 4, 1993 

Balance of Opinion for Expected Volume of Production 
Next Three Months vs Last Three Months 
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Business Conditions Survey, Manufacturing industries 

July October January April July 
1992 1992 1993 1993 1993 

seasonally adjusted 

Volume of production during next three months 
compared with last three months will be: 

About the same 46 48 45 45 41 
Higher 32 32 37 33 25 
Lower 22 20 18 22 34 
Balance 10 12 19 11 -9 
Balance (unadjusted) -3 15 7 28 -21 

seasonally adjusted 

Orders received are: 
About the same 48 62 57 58 58 
Rising 21 13 28 27 22 
Declining 31 25 15 15 20 
Balance -10 -12 13 12 2 
Balance (unadjusted) -8 -15 11 14 1 

seasonally adjusted 

Present backlog of unfilled orders is: 
About normal 51 58 65 63 58 
Higher than Normal 10 7 6 11 10 
Lower than Normal 39 35 29 26 32 
Balance -29 -28 -23 -15 -22 
Balance (unadjusted) -28 -27 -22 -17 -23 

seasonally adjusted 

Finished product inventory on hand is: 
About right 71 68 67 74 76 
Too low 6 3 4 4 3 
Too highs 23 29 29 22 21 
Balance -17 -26 -25 -18 -18 
Balance (unadjusted) -17 -25 -25 -19 -18 

seasonally adjusted 

Employment during the next three months will: 
Change little 63 67 66 66 70 
Increase 10 8 12 11 9 
Decrease 27 25 22 23 21 
Balance -17 -17 -10 -12 -12 
Balance (unadjusted) -14 -25 -15 -3 -10 

unadjusted 

Sources of production difficulties: 
Working capital shortage 7 6 6 5 6 
Skilled labour shortage 3 2 2 2 2 
Unskilled labour shortage 0 0 0 0 0 
Raw material shortage 3 3 3 4 4 
Other difficulties 8 7 5 3 3 
No difficulties 78 80 84 85 83 

I 	No evident seasonality. • 
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Since January 1993, the Help-wanted Index has 
been re-indexed to 1991 (1991 = 100). The revised 
estimates, starting in January 1981, are available on 
CANSIM and in an occasional repo rt , Help-wanted 
Index (71-540). 

On request, for $30, the revised data for Canada 
and the five regions can also be obtained by fax or on 
diskette. Please contact André Picard (613-951-4045) 
for more information. 

For further information on the data, contact André 
Picard (613-951-4045) or Horst Stiebert (613-
951-4044), Labour Division (fax: 613-951-4087). 

seasonally adjusted 
220 
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Help-wanted Index 	 Help-wanted Index 
July 1993 	• 	 (1991=100) 

Seasonally adjusted, the Help-wanted Index for 
Canada (1991 = 100) in July increased 5% to 87 - 
virtually the same level as at the start of 1993. 

The Help-wanted Index serves as an early 
indicator of changes in the demand for labour by 
monitoring the number of help-wanted ads published 
in 20 major metropolitan areas. 

After reaching a peak of 217 at the beginning of 
1989, the index started a downward trend. The index 
bottomed at 83 in early 1992. After fluctuating close 
to this level until November, it increased to 88 in 
December 1992. Since then, the index has behaved 
erratically but generally has remained near this level. 

Regional Changes 

Between June and July 1993, the Help-wanted 
Index increased by 10% in Quebec and by 1% both 
in Ontario and in the Prairie provinces. The index 
decreased 2% in British Columbia and decreased 3% 
in the Atlantic provinces. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 105 (levels 8 and 9). 

Help-wanted Indices for census metropolitan 
areas included in the survey and trend-cycle 
estimates are available on request. 

Help-wanted Index 
(1991 =100) 

July May June July July 1992 to 	June 1993 to 
1992 1993 1993 1993 July 1993 	July 1993 

seasonally adjusted % change 

Canada 89 95 83 87 -2 5 

Atlantic Provinces 83 101 94 91 10 -3 

Quebec 94 97 87 96 2 10 

Ontario 91 96 82 83 -9 1 

Prai ries Provinces 78 87 81 82 5 1 

B ritish Columbia 87 90 85 83 -5 -2 

• 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENT  

Fabricated Structural Steel Price Index  
Second Qua rter 1993  

Price indices for the second qua rter of 1993 for  
fabricated structural steel-in-place are now available.  
The index at the Canada level increased 0.2% from  

the first quarter of 1993 but decreased 0.1% from the  
second qua rter of 1992.  

Available on CANSIM: matrix 2044.  

The second quarter 1993 issue of Construction 
Price Statistics (62-007, $18/$72) will be available in  
September. See "How to Order Publications".  

For more information on this release, please  
contact the Informaton and Current Analysis Unit  
(613-951-9607), Prices Division. •  
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How to Order Publications 

Simplify your search for data with the Statistics Canada 
Catalogue 1993. Using the keyword index, you'll find 
sources for statistics on all areas of Canadian social and 
economic activity. For easy access to over 900 
Statistics Canada products and services, order the 
Statistics Canada Catalogue 1993 (11-204E, $13.95; 
United States: US$17; Other Countries: US$20). 
You may order Statistics Canada products and services 
by telephone. From Canada and the United States, call 
toll-free 1-800-267-6677. From all other locations,-call 
613-951-7277 (not toll-free). 

You may purchase Statistics Canada publications by 
writing to Publication Sales, Room 1710, Main Building, 
Statistics Canada, Ottawa K1A OT6. 
Please enclose a cheque or money order payable to the 
Receiver General for Canada/Publications. Provide full 
information on each publication order (catalogue 
number, title, issue). Canadian customers, please add 
7% GST. 
Publications may also be ordered from Statistics 
Canada's Regional Reference Centres in St. John's, 
Halifax, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, 
Edmonton, Calgary  and Vancouver, or from authorized 
bookstore agents or other booksellers. 

The Daily, August 4, 1993 

PUBLICATIONS RELEASED 

Production of Selected Biscuits, Semi-annual 
Period Ended June 1993. 
Catalogue number 32-026 
(Canada: $6.75/$13.50; United States: US$8.10/ 
US$16.20; Other Countries: US$9.45/US$18.90). 

Rigid Insulating Board, June 1993. 
Catalogue number 36-002 
(Canada: $5/$50; United States: US$6/US$60; 
Other Countries: US$7/US$70). 

Printing, Publishing and Allied Industries, 1990. 
Catalogue number 36-251 
(Canada: $35; United States: US$42; 
Other Countries: US$49). 

 

Steel Wire and Specified Wire Products, 
June 1993. 
Catalogue number 41-006 
(Canada: $5/$50; United States: US$6/US$60; 
Other Countries: US$7/US$70). 

 

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum 
requirements of American National Standard for 
Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed 
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984. 
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Available in separate English and French editions, the Canada Year Book (Cat. No. 11-402E) sells for $49.95 
(plus $5.05 shipping and handling) in C anada, US $60 in the United States, and US$70 in other countries 
(includes shipping and handling). 
To order, write Publication Sales, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OT6, or contact the nearest 
Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centre listed in this publication. 
For faster ordering, using your VISA or MasterCard, call toll-free 1-800-267-6677 or fax your order to 
(613) 951-1584. Please do not send confirma tion. 

STATISTICS CANADA LIBRARY 
BIBLIOTHEQUE STATISTIQUE CANADA 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII II 1010146004 JOIN 
WITH THE MOST USEFUL AND ATTRACTIVE 
CANADAYEAR BOOK EVER PUBLISHED. 

On'the occasion of the nation's 
125th anniversary of Confeder-
ation, the '1992 Canada Year 
Book takes a unique look at the 
fascinating highlights in the 
devélbpment of.._Çanada since 
1867. 

Exceptionally popular among 
business people, journalists, 
librarians, 

parliamentarians, educators 
and diplomats for 125 years, the 
1992 Canada Year Book is 
designed as a comprehensive 
reference source for the latest 
on economic, political, and 
social information on Canada 
and Canadians. And for the first 
time, this "special collector's" 
edition presents picturesque 
vignettes on Canada's past with 
informative, easy-to-read text. 

Special features include: 
• a new 22cm X 30cm 

(9" X 12") format 
• larger typeface 
• over 300 rare archival 

photos 
• historical perspectives 

on Canada's past 
• 22 chapters, 577 pages 

bound in deluxe hard 
cover. 

Time and time again, you'll 
reach for this compact encyclo-
pedia to answer questions on 
all aspects of Canada. 

• THE LAND 	• THE PEOPLE 

• THE NATION • THE ECONOMY 

• ARTS AND LEISURE 

• 


