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In 1992 the number of therapeutic abortions performed on Canadian women totalled
100,497, up 5.7% from 95,059 in 1991. The increase was mainly due to a 26% increase
in the abortions done in abortion clinics. Women had one abortion for every four live births.
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MAJOR RELEASE

Therapeutic abortions
1992

In 1992, the number of therapeutic abortions
performed on Canadian women totalled 100,497, a
5.7% increase from 95,059 in 1991. The national
rate—based on abortions performed in hospitals,
clinics, and legal abortions done in the United
States—increased to 25.2 abortions per 100 live
births in 1992, from 23.6 per 100 in 1991. ’

Number and rate of therapeutic abortions
performed on Canadian women
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! Relates to therapeutic abortions performed on Canadian
women in Canadian hospitals and in the United States since
1970, to therapeutic abortions performed in clinics in
Quebec since 1978 and in clinics in other provinces since
7990.

Clinic abortions increase

The increase in both the annual number and the
rate of abortions since 1989 can be attributed to
increases in the number of abortions performed in
abortion clinics. In 1992, three of every 10 (29.4%)
abortions were performed in clinics, compared with
fewer than one in 10 (8.9%) in 1989 (Table 1).
During the same period, the number of abortions
performed in hospitals remained relatively constant.
The number of women who obtained abortions in the
United States declined to 526 in 1992 from 1,551 in
1989.

The concept of private clinic abortions in Canada
gained rapid momentum after January 1988, when the
Supreme Court of Canada struck down the prevailing
abortion law. Prior to that, Quebec was the only
province reporting clinic abortions.

Table 1
Therapeutic abortions for Canadian women by
source of report

Percent of abortions reported from

Total Hospitals Clinics? United

abortions States
1988 72,693 91.0 6.3 2.7
1989 79,315 89.1 8.9 2.0
1990 92,901 76.5 21.8 1.7
1991 95,059 739 246 15
1992 100,497 70.1 29.4 0.5

1 Prior to 1990, information relates to province of Quebec. For
1990, in addition to Quebec, five provinces (Newfoundland,
Nova Scotia, Ontario, Manitoba and British Columbia)
reported clinic abortions. For 1991 and 1992, Alberta also
reported similar data.

By 1992, private abortion clinics were operating in
six additional provinces: Newfoundland, Nova Scotia,
Ontario, Manitoba, Alberta and British Columbia.
Consequently, the number of abortions reported from
clinics increased by more than three times, from
7,059 in 1989 to 29,563 in 1992.

Hospital abortions

A total of 70,408 therapeutic abortions were
performed in Canadian hospitals in 1992, slightly
higher (+0.2%) than the 1991 level of 70,277. The
number of hospital abortions peaked in 1990 at
71,092. The 1992 rate of hospital abortions was 17.7
for each 100 live births, almost unchanged from 17.5
the year before. (Data about selected demographic
and medical characteristics are available only for
women who obtained hospital abortions.)

The age-specific abortion rate (abortions per
1,000 women of a given age) was highest for women
aged 20 to 24 (20.6). This was followed by women
under 20 (14.5), and women aged 25 to 29 (13.3).
The rates for women in the 30-and-over age groups
were about one-third the rate for women in their early
twenties or lower. Similar rankings were observed in
past years.
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For women who obtained hospital abortions in
1992, two-thirds were single and one-quarter were
married. Half had no deliveries prior to abortion.
About 28% had previously had one or more induced
abortions.

Abortion rates for provinces and territories

Among the 10 provinces, based on hospital
abortions, British Columbia had the highest abortion
rate in 1992 at 22.9 abortions for every 100 live
births —even though it had dropped substantially from
30.4 in 1981 (Table 2).

The 1992 rate of 28.4 abortions per 100 live births
for the Yukon was higher than that for British
Columbia. However, because of the small number of
abortions in the Yukon (150), the Northwest
Territories (320) and Prince Edward Island (13), year-

Table 2

to-year and provincial comparisons of these figures
should be made with caution.

Over the past decade, Quebec’s abortion rate has
increased most rapidly, rising from 9.5 abortions for
every 100 live births in 1981 to 16.6 in 1992—third
among the provinces. Ontario, the most populated
province, recorded the most hospital -abortions
(30,227) in 1992, But that figure was down from
31,344 in 1991. In addition, Ontario’s abortion rate of
20.1 for every 100 live births in 1992 had dropped
from 24.9 in 1981.

Further tabulations of 1992 statistics on
therapeutic abortions may be obtained from the
Information Requests Unit (613-951-1746), Health
Statistics Division.

For further information on the release, contact
Surinder Wadhera (613-951-3415), Health Statistics
Division.

Therapeutic abortions performed in hospitals and rates by province or territory of residence of women

who obtained these abortions

Area of residence

Number of therapeutic abortions

Rate per 100 live births

1992 1991 1981 1992 1991 1981
Canada! 70,408 70,277 65,053 17.7 17.5 17.5
Newfoundiand 465 437 470 6.7 6.1 4.6
Prince Edward Island 13 23 27 0.7 1.2 14
Nova Scotia 1,851 1,778 1,689 15.6 14.8 14.0
New Brunswick 671 602 444 7.2 6.3 4.2
Quebec 15,986 14,727 9,042 16.6 15.1 9.5
Ontario 30,227 31,344 30,463 20.1 20.7 24.9
Manitoba 2,564 2,524 1,610 155 146 10.0
Saskatchewan 1,434 1,289 1,627 9.6 8.4 9.5
Alberta 6,165 6,335 6,757 14.7 14.8 15.8
British Columbia 10,558 10,726 12,619 22.9 23.5 304
Yukon - 150 147 123 28.4 25.9 229
Northwest Territories 320 330 179 20.6 20.2 13.7
1 May include cases not reported for residence. ]
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Quality management practices
1994

Data from the 1994 survey of quality management
practices, which focussed on selected services
industries, are now available.

For further information on this release, contact
Elaine Wilson (613-951-7529), Small Business and
Special Surveys Division. .

- Steel wire and specified wire products

August 1994

Shipments totalled 67 614 tonnes in August 1994, up
17.7% from 57 459 tonnes the previous month.

Data on factory shipments of steel wire and
specified wire products for August 1994 are now
available, as are production and export market data
for selected commodities.

Available on CANSIM: matrix 122 (series 19).

The August 1994 issue of Steel wire and
specified wire products (41-006, $6/$60) will be
available later.

For further information on this release, contact
Bruno Pépin (613-951-9837), Industry Division. |
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED

Fruit and vegetable production, September 1994.
Catalogue number 22-003 -

(Canada: $26/$104; United States: US$32/US$125;
other countries: US$37/US$146).

Production and inventories of process cheese
and instant skim milk powder, August 1994.
Catalogue number 32-024

(Canada: $6/$60; United States: US$8/US$72; other
countries: US$9/US$84).

Construction type plywood, July 1994,
Catalogue number 35-001

(Canada: $6/$60; United States: US$8/US$72; other
countries: US$9/US$84).

Production, shipments and stocks on hand of
sawmills in British Columbia, July 1994,
Catalogue number 35-003

(Canada: $8/$80; United States: US$10/US$96; other
countries: US$12/US$112).

Causes of death, 1992,

Catalogue number 84-208

(Canada: $30; United States: US$36; other countries:
USs42).

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum
requirements of American National Standard for
Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed
Library Materials, ANS|I Z39.48 - 1984.

e

How to order publications

Order The Daily and other publications by phone:

From other countries call:
Or fax your order to us:

In Canada and the United States call:

For address changes: Please refer to your customer account number.

To order a publication by mail write: Sales and Service, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Inciude a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers add 7% GST.

Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the Agency’'s products and services.
For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages of your telephone directory under Statistics Canada.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Simplify your data search with Statistics Canada catalogue, 1994 (11-204E, $15; United States: US$18; other countries: US$21).
Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada’s social and economic activity.

Please referto the e Title e Catalogue number e Volume number o Issue number e Your VISA or MasterCard number.

1-800-267-6677
1-613-951-7277
1-613-951-1584
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INDEX TO DATA RELEASES
September 1994

Subject

Reference period

Release date

Aduits in households, public-use
microdata file

Air charter statistics
Asphalt roofing
Average prices of selected farm inputs

Blow-moulded plastic bottles
Building permits
Business entry and exit estimates

Canada’s international transactions
in securlties

Canadian economic observer -

Canadian international merchandise
trade

Canadian social trends

Canadian telecommunications plant
price indexes

Canadian travel to Florida

Cement

Cigarette shipments and production

Civil aviation statistics

Coal and coke statistics
Community profiles

Composite index

Construction type plywood
Construction union wage rate index
Consumer price index

Corrugated boxes and wrappers

1991 health and activity
limitation survey

First quarter 1994

August 1994

August 1994

Second quarter 1994
July 1994
1993 quarterly estimates

July 1994
September 1994

July 1994
Autumn 1994

1992 (final) and 1993 (preliminary)

July 1994
August 1994
June 1994
July 1994
Second quarter 1994
July 1994
1992
August 1994
July 1994
August 1994
August 1994
August 1994

September 12, 1994
September 30, 1994
September 30, 1994
September 14, 1994

September 13, 1994
September 6, 1994
September 15, 1994

September 26, 1994
September 22, 1994

September 20, 1994
September 19, 1994

September 9, 1994

September 27, 1994
September 1, 1994

September 23, 1994
September 8, 1994

September 26, 1994
September 8, 1994

September 28, 1994
September 27, 1994
September 15, 1994
September 28, 1994
September 16, 1994
September 15, 1994
September 21, 1994
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INDEX TO DATA RELEASES, September 1994

Subject

Reference period

Release date

Criminal justice processing of sexual
assault cases
Crude oil and natural gas

Crushing statistics

Dairy review

Databases for environmental analysis:
provincial and territorial governments

Deliveries of major grains

Department store sales

Department store sales advance release

Egg production

Electric lamps

Electric power selling price indexes

Electric power statistics

Electric storage batteries

Electric utility construction price indexes

Employment, earnings and hours

E-STAT

Estimates of labour income, mid-year
review

Export and import price indexes

Farm product price index
Fixed assets in Canada

Fixed capital flows and stocks
Fruit and vegetable production

Growth in part-time jobs
Gypsum products

Handbook of education terminology:
elementary and secondary level

Help-wanted index

Highway construction price index

Hospital statistics

Industrial capacity utilization

Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins
Industrial monitor

Industrial products price index

Labour force survey
Legal aid: description of operations
Local government long-term debt

June 1994
July 1994
July 1994

July 1994

July 1994
July 1994
August 1994

July 1994

August 1994

May to August 1994

July 1994

July 1994

1993 (revised) and first half 1994
July 1994

1994

June 1994
July 1994

July 1994

1994 .
1961-1994 historical
September 1994

August 1994

September 1994
August 1994
1993-94
1991-92

Second quarter 1994
July 1994

August 1994
August 1994

September 1994 4
August 1994

September 14, 1994
September 1, 1994
September 29, 1994
September 1, 1994

September 16, 1994

September 21, 1994
September 14, 1994
September 15, 1994
September 19, 1994

September 13, 1994
September 21, 1994
September 28, 1994
September 28, 1994
September 7, 1994

September 6, 1994

September 29, 1994
September 21, 1994

September 8, 1994
September 20, 1994

September 12, 1994
September 23, 1994
September 23, 1994
September 16, 1994

September 6, 1994
September 26, 1994

September 12, 1994
September 8, 1994

September 14, 1994
September 29, 1994

September 2, 1994
September 2, 1994
September 30, 1994
September 28, 1994

September 9, 1994
September 30, 1994
September 23, 1994
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INDEX TO DATA RELEASES, September 1994

Subject

Reference period

Release date

Mineral wool including fibrous glass
insulation
Monthly survey of manufacturing

New housing price index
New motor vehicle sales

Oil pipeline transport
Oils and fats

Particleboard, waferboard and fibreboard

Passenger bus and urban transit statistics

Pension plans in Canada

Performing arts companies

Perspectives on labour and income

Process cheese and instant skim
milk powder

Processed fruits and vegetables

Production, shipments and stocks of
sawmills east of the Rockies

Production, shipments and stocks of
sawmills in British Columbia

Provincial and territorial government
finance: assets and liabilities (financial
management system)

Pulpwood and wood residue statistics

Railway carloadings

Raiiway operating statistics

Raw materials price index
Raw materials price index early estimate

"Real gross domestic product at factor

cost industry
Restaurants, caterers and taverns
Retail trade
Rigid insuiating board

August 1994
July 1994

July 1994
July 1994

June 1994
July 1994

July 1994

July 1994
January 1, 1993
1992-93
Autumn 1994

August 1994
July 1994

July 1994
July 1994

March 31, 1993
July 1994

Seven-day period ending

August 14, 1994

Seven-day period ending

August 21, 1994
10-day period ending
August 31, 1994

Seven-day period-ending

September 7, 1994
February 1994
March 1994
April 1994
May 1994
August 1994
August 1994

July 1994
July 1994
July 1994
August 1994

September 23, 1994
September 19, 1994

September 9, 1994
September 9, 1994

September 9, 1994
September 13, 1994

September 13, 1994
September 12, 1994
September 16, 1994
September 29, 1994
September 6, 1994

September 28, 1994
September 16, 1994

September 22, 1994

September 22, 1994

September 14, 1994
September 8, 1994

September 7, 1994
September 13, 1994
September 20, 1994

September 29, 1994
September 2, 1994

September 14, 1994
September 23, 1994
September 29, 1994
September 28, 1994
September 12, 1994

September 30, 1994
September 27, 1994
September 20, 1994
September 30, 1994
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INDEX TO DATA RELEASES, September 1994

Subject

Reference period

Release date

Sales of natural gas

Sales of refined petroleum products
Selected financial indexes

Senior families

Services indicators

Shipments of rolled steel
Short-term expectations survey
Soft drinks

Specified domestic electrical appllances
Steel pipe and tubing

Steel primary forms

Steel wire and specified wire products
Stocks of frozen meat products
Stocks of frozen poultry meat

Stocks of grain at July 31, 1994

Sugar sales

Taxation statistics for enterprises

Telephone statistics

Touriscope—international travel:
travel between Canada and other
countries

Tourism satellite account

Travel between Canada and other
countries

Travel-log

Unemployment insurance statistics

Wholesale trade

July 1994

August 1994

August 1994

1992

Second quarter 1994
July 1994

August 1994

July 1994

July 1994

July 1994

Week ending August 27, 1994
Week ending September 3, 1994
Week ending September 10, 1994
Week ending September 17, 1994
Week ending September 24, 1994
July 1994

September 1, 1994

September 1, 1994

August 1994
1992

July 1994
1993

1988

July 1994
Autumn 1994

July 1994 .

1992
July 1994

September 19, 1994
September 29, 1994
September 16, 1994
September 13, 1994
September 20, 1994
September 13, 1994
September 7, 1994
September 20, 1994
September 2, 1994
September 9, 1994
September 9, 1994
September 1, 1994
September 8, 1994
September 15, 1994
September 22, 1994
September 29, 1994
September 9, 1994
September 27, 1994
September 20, 1994
September 7, 1994
September 13, 1994

September 21, 1994
September 14, 1994
September 20, 1994
September 9, 1994

September 16, 1994
September 27, 1994

September 28, 1994

September 23, 1994
September 21, 1994
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