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Retail trade
April 1994 (preliminary)

Consumer spending on goods fell in April, offsetting
most of the particularly strong increase in March.
Retail sales returned to a level slightly higher than in
February. The April sales decline followed sustained
increases since November 1993 and coincided with a
decrease in employment in the trade sector in April
after two consecutive monthly increases.

April sales decline from March peak
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Data prior to 1991 have been adjusted to remove the Federal Sales
Tax to be comparable to January 1991 and subsequent data.
! Trend represents smoothed seasonally adjusted data.

Seasonally adjusted retail sales declined 1.7% to
$17.0 billion in April. This decline was widespread
among all provinces except Saskatchewan which
reported higher sales in April. The weakness in April
came from five sectors, accounting for almost 84% of
total sales, and was led mainly by automotive
retailers. :

Automotive sector ied the deciine in Aprii

Of the five retail trade sectors reporting lower
sales in April, the largest decrease was in the

automotive sector (-2.9% to $6.0 billion), partly
offsetting the 3.4% gain in March. Despite April's
decline, consumers have been increasing their
spending on automotive products since May 1993.
Two of the three components of the automotive
sector recorded lower sales in April. Sales by motor
vehicle and recreational vehicle dealers dropped
4.6%, the first decline since June 1993; the number
of new motor vehicles sold fell 4.0% in April. Gasoline
service stations recorded lower sales in April after a

- 0.8% gain in March. Sales by automotive parts,

accessories and services outlets advanced 0.8%, the
fifth increase in the last six months.

' Spending in general merchandise stores (retailers,
such as department stores, primarily engaged in
selling a wide range of commodities) declined 3.3% in
April, the first decrease since June 1993. April's sales
almost offset the sizable increases reported in
February (+4.0%) and March (+1.6%).

Despite this decline, sales by general merchan-
dise stores have been demonstrating strength since
the third quarter of 1993 following decreases from the
last half of 1992 up to mid-1993.

Lower sales In most provinces

From 1993 to the first quarter of 1994, all
provinces registered fluctuating retail sales around a
generally upward trend. In April, all provinces reported
lower sales, except in Saskatchewan, ranging from
-3.9% in Nova Scotia to -0.3% in British Columbia. In
Saskatchewan, sales increased 2.2%, a ninth
increase in the last 10 months.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 2299, 2398-2417
and 2420.

The April 1994 issue of Retail trade (63-005,
$20/$200), will be available the first week of July. See
"How to order publications™.

For further information, contact Pierre Desjardins
(613-951-9682), Retail Trade Section, Industry
Division. o
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Retall sales
Trade group April January February March April March 1994 * April 1993
1993 1994 1 1994 1 1994 1 1994P  to April 1994P  to April 1994P
$ millions % change
seasonally adjusted
Food 4,213 4,369 4,385 4,426 4,386 -0.9 4.1
Supermarkets and grocery
stores 3,929 4,089 4,104 4,134 4,109 -0.6 4.6
All other food stores 284 280 281 292 276 -5.3 -27
Drug and patent medicine stores 987 1,014 1,006 1,023 1,015 -0.8 29
Clothing 944 954 970 984 980 -0.4 38
Shoe stores 134 144 147 145 145 - 8.3
Men's clothing stores 144 154 152 156 156 - 8.2
Womien's clothing stores 316 306 320 325 317 -25 0.2
Other clothing stores 350 350 351 358 362 1.0 36
Fumiture 878 873 879 895 896 0.2 2.1
Housshold fumiture and
appliance stores 695 681 685 700 705 0.8 14
Household furmnishings stores 182 192 194 195 192 -1.9 5.1
Automotive 5,473 5,887 5,978 6,179 5,999 -2.9 9.6
Motor vehicle and recreational
vehicle dealers 3,401 3,706 3,828 4,005 3,820 4.6 123
Gasoline service stations 1,182 1,173 1,172 1,182 1,178 -0.3 -0.4
Automotive parts, accessories
and services 891 1,009 978 993 1,001 0.8 124
General merchandise stores 1,705 1,739 1,809 1,837 1,777 -3.3 4.2
Retall stores not elsewhere
classified 1,847 1,863 1,871 1,899 1,900 0.1 29
Other semi-durable goods stores 559 563 558 558 564 1.0 0.8
Other durable goods stores 460 452 459 486 468 -3.7 1.7
All other retail stores n.e.c. 828 848 854 855 868 1.6 4.9
Total, retall sales 16,046 16,700 16,898 17,244 16,954 1.7 5.7
Total excluding motor vehicle and
recreational vehicle dealers 12,646 12,994 13,070 13,239 13,133 -0.8 3.9
Department store type merchandise 5,533 5,595 5,681 5,783 5,701 -14 3.0
Provinces and territories
Newfoundland 277 284 280 288 283 -1.7 2.1
Prince Edward Island 69 76 72 74 72 -1.9 5.1
Nova Scotia 524 5§50 544 568 546 -3.9 4.1
New Brunswick 416 424 426 417 408 -2.2 -1.9
Quebec 3,903 4,192 4,158 4,185 4,074 -2.7 44
Ontario 5,960 6,028 6,204 6,395 6,291 -1.6 5.6
Manitoba 5§57 566 586 587 577 -1.7 3.7
Saskatchewan 470 497 500 507 519 2.2 104
Alberta 1,685 1,739 1,770 1,851 1,819 -1.7 8.0
British Columbia 2,135 2,290 2,302 2,316 2,310 -0.3 8.2
Yukon 17 17 17 17 16 -1.9 5.4
Northwest Territories 34 38 38 39 39 -- 13.6
P Preliminary figures.
I Revised figures.
n.e.c. Not elsewhere classified.
- Amount too small to be expressed. [ ]
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Electric lamps
May 1994

Light bulb and tube manufacturers sold 20,706,000
light bulbs and tubes in May 1994, an increase of
12.4% from the 18,421,000 a year earlier.

Year-to-date sales at the end of May 1994 totalled
122,801,000 light bulbs and tubes, an increase of
14.6% from the 107,196,000 a year earlier.

The May 1994 issue of Electric lamps (43-009,
$6/$60) will be available later.

For more information, contact Laurie Vincent
(613-951-3523), Industry Division. u

Alr charter statistics
Fourth quarter 1993

Preliminary air charter data for the fourth quarter of
1993 are now available.

The June issue of the Aviation statistics centre
service bulletin (51-004, $10/$99) will be available
soon. See "How to order publications".

For more information, contact Francesca
Thibeault (819-997-6173), Aviation Statistics Centre,
Transportation Division. L
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Refined petroleum products, March 1994.
Catalogue number 45-004 The paper used in this publication meets the minimum
(Canada: $20/$200; United States: US$24/US$240 requirements of American National Standard for
other countries: US$28/US$280). Information Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed
Library Materials, ANSI Z239.48 ~ 1984,
®

How to order publications

Simplify your data search with Statistics Canada catalogue, 1993 (11-204E, $13.95; United States: US$17; other countries: US$20).
Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada's social and economic activity.

Order The Dally and other pubilcations by phone:

Please refer tothe e Title e Catalogue number e Volume number e Issue number e Your VISA or MasterCard number.

In Canada and the United States call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries call: 1-613-951-7277
Or fax your order to us: 1-613-951-1584
For address changes: Please refer to your customer account number.
To order a pubilcation by maii write: Sales and Service, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
‘ Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers add 7% GST.

Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the Agency’'s products and services.
For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages of your telephone directory under Statistics Canada.

Authorized agents and bookstores aiso carry Statistics Canada’s cataiogued pubiications.

Statistics Canada’s officlal release bulletin

Catalogue 11-001E. (Canada: $120; United States: US$144; other countries: US$168.)

o S Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,
oo s 10-H, R.H. Coats Bidg., Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.
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© g e s . o s . Editor: Tim Prichard (613-951-1103)

e Head of Official Release: Jacques Lefebvre (613-951-1088)

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of
Industry, Science and Technology, 1994. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may

::':_":._:_‘_-Ef—::,f‘;-'- ‘ be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means,
EEARE - electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission
from Licence Services, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

K1A 0T6.
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information on the Canadian
economy “first-hand”?

v

Chances are, you spend hours reading several newspapers

and a handful of magazines trying to get the whole economic
picture - only to spend even more time weeding out fiction
from fact! Wouldn’t it be a great deal more convenient
(and much more effective) to go straight to the source?

Join the thousands of successful Canadian decision-
makers who turn to Statistics Canada’s Canadian
Economic Observer for their monthly briefing., Loaded
with first-hand information, collectively published
nowhere else, CEQ is a quick, concise and panoramic
overview of the Canadian economy. Its reliability and
completeness are without equal.

single source

Consultations with our many readers - financial analysts, Youllalso
planners, economists and business leaders — have receive a
contributed to CEO’s present, widely acclaimed, two-part - complimentary
format. The Analysis Section includes thought-provoking copy of CEO’s
commentary on current economic conditions, issues, trends annual Historical

and developments. An exceedingly useful reference you'll Statistical Supplement. Sixty

turn to time and again. The Statistical Summary contains years of historical perspectives right at your

the complete range of hard numbers on critical economic fingertips — at no additional cost.

indicators: markets, prices, trade, demographics, So why wait for others to publish Statistics Canada’s data second-
unemployment and more. An unparalleled monthly hand when you can have it straight from the source? Order your
compendium of facts and detail. subscription to the Canadian Economic Observer today.

More practical, straightforward and user-friendly than ever before,

the Canadian Economic Observer gives you more than The Canadian Economic Observer (catalogue number 10-230) is

150 pages of in-depth information in one indispensable source. $220 annually in Canada, US$200 in the United States and US$310
in other countries.

To order, write:  Statistics Canada
? Marketing Division
° Sales and Service
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0T6

As a subscriber, you'll be directly connected to Statistics

Canada’s economic analysts. Names and phone numbers of ~ Of contact the nearest Statistics Canada Reference Centre listed in
the experts who can help solve your particular research this publication.

problem or find specialized data are listed with articles and If more convenient, fax your order to 1-613-951-1584 or call toll-
features. free 1-800-267-6677 and use your VISA or MasterCard.




