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• Employment, earning and hours, April 1994  
Seasonally adjusted payroll employment rose 0.6% to 10,328,000 in April. Employment has  
increased substantially in the latest two months, offsetting most of the declines recorded  

since June 1993. Seasonally adjusted average weekly earnings increased in April, up 1.9%  
from April 1993.  

• Unemployment Insurance statistics, April 1994  
The number of Canadians receiving unemployment insurance dropped in April for the  
21st consecutive month, to 921,000. Benefits paid amounted to $1.1 billion, the lowest  

level since October 1990.  

• Crude oil and natural gas, April 1994  
Strong exports to the United States along with higher demand by Canadian refineries led  
to a 5.7% increase from April 1993 in domestic production of crude oil. Natural gas  
production strengthened in April 1994, rising 2.4% from April 1993.  
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For all industries, average weekly hours of 
employees paid by the hour rose 0.5% to 31.0 hours, 
their highest level since November 1990. Most 
industries recorded higher average weekly hours in 
April, particularly construction and business services. 

❑ End of Text 	 The Daily, June 29, 1994 
• End of Release 
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Employment, earnings and hours 
April 1994 (preliminary) 

Seasonally adjusted payroll employment rose 0.6% to 
10,328,000 in April. Employment has increased 
substantially in the latest two months, offsetting most 
of the declines recorded since June 1993. 

Industrial aggregate employment from the survey 
of employment, payrolls and hours 
millions 	 seasonally adjusted 

11.5 

11.0 

10.5 

Note to users 

Employment, earnings and hours is based on a sample 
survey of establishments and on a sample of administrative 
records. The administrative records representing small 
firms are obtained from Revenue Canada's monthly payroll 
deduction remittance forms. 

The administrative data also yield estimates of 
employment for new businesses that have not yet been 
classified by industry and introduced to the survey frame. 
The estimate of employment for "unclassified" businesses 
is included in the industrial aggregate total. 

Detailed industrial (seasonally adjusted) series on 
employment and average weekly earnings by province and 
territory are now available. 

when compared with average increases in recent 
years. Earnings rose for employees paid by the hour, 
salaried employees, and other employees (including 
commissioned agents and working owners). For 
employees paid by the hour, the growth was due both 
to increased average weekly hours and to higher 
average hourly earnings. 

Small monthly employment declines were 
recorded in each month between June 1993 and 
February 1994. Paid employment increases were 
widespread with large gains in manufacturing, 
construction, retail trade, and business services. 

Changes In employment levels from March 1994 
to April 1994 
Manufacturing 	 +11,000 
Construction 
	

+11,000 
Retail trade 
	

+ 9,000 
Business services 
	

+ 7,000 

Seasonally adjusted average weekly earnings 
increased in April, up 1.9% from April 1993. 
Following a trend of deceleration, average weekly 
earnings have accelerated for four consecutive 
months on a year-over-year basis. Despite the recent 
advances in earnings, gains have been modest 
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• 
Industry summaries 

Manufacturers increase payrolls and employment 

Manufacturers increased weekly payrolls for the 
fourth consecutive month, up 0.9% from March. The 
increase in payrolls mainly resulted from employment 
gains (+ 0.7%) and, to a lesser extent, average 
weekly earnings growth (+ 0.1%). Following small 
monthly changes throughout 1993, payroll employ-
ment for manufacturers rose by 26,000 between 
February and April 1994. In April, manufacturing 
employment increased in most provinces, with notable 
increases in Ontario and British Columbia. Coincident 
with the employment growth, average weekly hours in 
manufacturing also expanded. Average weekly hours 
increased in each of the latest four months, rising by 
more than half an hour since January 1994. 
Increases in paid hours were reported mainly by 
durable goods manufacturers. 

Employment and average weekly hours in 
manufacturing are on an upswing 

average weekly hours (+ 1.4%) and average hourly 
earnings (+ 1.9%). 

Demand for housing spurs employment growth In 
construction 

Trade contractors and residential builders were 
largely responsible for the surge in construction 
employment, especially in Ontario, Quebec and British 
Columbia. The increased employment in construction 
in April coincided with a rise in housing starts, 
especially for single-family dwelling units. Average 
weekly hours for construction workers paid by the 
hour rose by half an hour in April. Between February 
and April, average weekly hours rose by nearly two 
hours for the 228,000 workers paid by the hour in 
construction. 

Retailers expand workforce 

Dealers of automobiles and of vehicle pa rts and 
accessories, which reported both higher employment 
and higher average weekly earnings, accounted for a 
substantial po rtion of the employment gain in retail 
trade in April. The number of paid employees in retail 
trade rose for a third consecutive month, bringing the 
year-to-date gain to 21,000. Buoyed by an increasing 
trend in retail sales since November 1993, retailers 
are continuing to increase paid hours. Average 
weekly hours for employees paid by the hour have 
shown an increasing trend over the past seven 
months. 

Average weekly earnings in retail trade rose 1.6% 
in April from March, the third substantial monthly 
increase in four months. The increase was attri-
butable both to average weekly hours (+ 0.3%) and to 
average hourly earnings, which increased for the 
fourth consecutive month (+ 1.0%). 

1992 1993 

Transportation equipment (particularly motor 
vehicles and motor vehicle pa rts and accessories), 
fabricated metal products, and electrical and 
electronic products manufacturers were the mai n . 

contributors to the employment growth in April. Motor 
vehicle manufacturers also reported higher average 
weekly hours in April, at 44.2 hours. 

Seasonally adjusted average weekly earnings for 
manufacturing rose 2.9% from April 1993, to $687.36. 
The growth was attributable to increases in both 

Business services are expanding employment 

Growth in payroll employment in business 
services (+ 1.3% in April) was concentrated... , in 
computer and related se rvices and in architectural, 
engineering and scientific services for salaried 
employees. Employment in business se rvices has in 
general been rising steadily since January 1993, 
increasing by 37,000 over the 16-month period to 
April 1994. Most provinces reported employment 
gains in April, notably Ontario and Albe rta. 
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Average weekly earnings in business services 
rose 2.7% from April 1993, to $604.54 in April 1994, 
continuing a trend observed for the previous seven 
months. Increased hours and higher average hourly 
earnings for employees paid by the hour, as well as 
increased earnings for salaried employees, all 
contributed to the growth. The growth in earnings 
was widespread across industries, including those 
that reported substantial employment growth. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 4285-4466, 9438-
9452, 9639-9664 and 9899-9911. 

Detailed industry data and other labour market 
indicators are available from Employment, earnings 
and hours (72-002, $29/$285) and by special 
tabulation. 

For further information on this release or on how 
the new administrative data has affected the survey's 
variables and industries, contact Stephen Johnson 
(613-951-4090, fax: 613-951-4087), Labour Division. 

Number of employees 

Industry group 
(1980 S.I.C.) 

February 
1994 

March 
1994 r 

April 
1994P 

February 1994 
to 

March 1994 

March 1994 
to 

April 1994 

thousands % change 

seasonally adjusted 

Industrial aggregate 10,172 10,265 10,328 0.9 0.6 
Logging and forestry 64 64 62 0.0 -3.1 
Mining, quarrying and oil wells 125 126 131 0.8 4.0 
Manufacturing 1,595 1,610 1,621 0.9 0.7 
Construction 404 409 420 1.2 2.7 
Transportation, communications and other utilities 834 848 851 1.7 0.4 
Trade 1,924 1,942 1,948 0.9 0.3 
Wholesale trade 584 595 596 1.9 0.2 
Retail trade 1,336 1,345 1,354 0.7 0.7 
Finance, insurance and real estate 652 646 645 -0.9 -0.2 
Business services 543 542 549 -0.2 1.3 
Education-related services 930 923 924 -0.8 0.1 
Health and social services 1,144 1,145 1,146 0.1 0.1 
Accommodation, food and beverage services 738 720 724 -2.4 0.6 
Public administration 710 705 709 -0.7 0.6 

Provinces and territories 
Newfoundland 143 145 146 1.4 0.7 
P rince Edward Island 39 39 40 0.0 2.6 
Nova Scotia 278 288 290 3.6 0.7 
New Brunswick 232 234 234 0.9 0.0 
Quebec 2,486 2,516 2,512 1.2 -0.2 
Ontario 4,020 4,023 4,042 0.1 0.5 
Manitoba 384 389 391 1.3 0.5 
Saskatchewan 305 298 304 -2.3 2.0 
Alberta 1,017 1,049 1,051 3.1 0.2 
British Columbia 1,301 1,303 1,314 0.2 0.8 
Yukon 11 11 12 0.0 9.1 
Northwest Territories 21 22 21 4.8 -4.5 

P Preliminary estimates. 
r Revised estimates. 
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Average weekly earnings* 
Industry group March April April March 1994 April 1993 
(1980 S.I.C.) 1994 r 1994P 1993 to to 

April 1994 April 1994 

dollars % change 

seasonally adjusted 

Industrial aggregate 564.84 566.66 556.19 0.3 1.9 
Logging and forestry 701.08 708.32 703.54 1.0 0.7 
Mining, quarrying and oil wells 974.73 954.05 953.82 -2.1 0.0 
Manufacturing 686.67 687.36 668.26 0.1 2.9 
Construction 650.23 641.74 638.96 -1.3 0.4 
Transportation, communications and other utilities 704.76 712.51 711.95 1.1 0.1 
Trade 420.28 423.78 409.20 0.8 3.6 
Wholesale trade 608.53 608.13 588.58 -0.1 3.3 
Retail trade 337.26 342.73 329.96 1.6 3.9 
Finance, insurance and real estate 642.99 642.96 620.11 0.0 3.7 
Business services 595.57 604.54 588.73 1.5 2.7 
Education-related services 676.03 679.40 675.21 0.5 0.6 
Health and social se rvices 504.40 502.98 498.42 -0.3 0.9 
Accommodation, food and beverage services 223.68 226.58 217.28 1.3 4.3 
Public administration 746.61 742.30 740.95 -0.6 0.2 

Provinces and territories 
Newfoundland 528.25 529.84 527.67 0.3 0.4 
Prince Edward Island 459.38 461.37 453.34 0.4 1.8 
Nova Scotia 495.91 498.01 494.49 0.4 0.7 
New Brunswick 495.34 502.56 511.07 1.5 -1.7 
Quebec 543.57 545.95 539.09 0.4 1.3 
Ontario 603.32 605.18 587.76 0.3 3.0 
Manitoba 498.46 498.92 492.48 0.1 1.3 
Saskatchewan 481.25 479.83 472.38 -0.3 1.6 
Alberta 544.84 549.89 551.63 0.9 -0.3 
British Columbia 569.85 570.99 555.20 0.2 2.8 
Yukon 710.34 702.46 683.95 -1.1 2.7 
Northwest Territories 713.59 720.06 716.25 0.9 0.5 

P 	Preliminary estimates. 
r 	Revised estimates. 
• For all employees. • 
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Unemployment insurance statistics 
April 1994 (preliminary) 

The number of Canadians receiving unemployment 
insurance dropped in April for the 21st consecutive 
month to 921,000. Benefits paid amounted to $1.1 
billion, the lowest level since October 1990. 

Number of beneficiaries continues to decline 

Between March and April, the number of 
individuals who received regular benefits fell 1.9% to 
921,000. This continued the downward trend that 
started in August 1992. Between July 1992, when 
the number peaked at 1,200,000, and April 1994, 
there has been a drop of 23.2%. 

The number of beneficiaries receiving regular 
benefits has declined for 21 months 

The decline in the number of beneficiaries is in 
part  explained by growth in employment. Employment 
estimates from the labour force survey showed a net 
increase of 321,000 jobs from July 1992 to April 
1994. Another contributing factor may be the rising 
level of long-term unemployment. There has been a 
large increase in the number of long-term unemployed 
since 1990 (those individuals looking for work for 
more than one year), therefore it is likely that more 
people are exhausting their benefits. 

Between March and April 1994, the number of 
people who received regular benefits declined in all 
jurisdictions except the Northwest Territories, where 
there was virtually no change. The largest pro-
portional decreases occurred in the Yukon (-9.7%), 
Alberta (-3.7%) and Ontario (-3.4%). For the latest 

Note to users 

Unless noted in the text, all figures in this release have been 
seasonally adjusted to facilitate month-to-month 
comparisons. 

The majority who collect unemployment insurance 
benefits receive "regular benefits" (83% in 1993). In order 
to qualify for regular benefits, a person must have 
experienced an interruption of earnings, be capable and 
available for work, and be unable to find suitable 
employment. 

In addition to regular benefits, claimants can qualify for 
special benefits (e.g., training, maternity, sickness and 
fishing). 

Data on the number of beneficiaries relate to a specific 
week of the reference month. Data on benefit payments, 
benefit weeks, and claims refer to a complete calendar 
month. 

three months, there has been a downward trend in 
the number of beneficiaries for these three 
jurisdictions. During this period, there has been net 
employment growth in Ontario and in Albe rta, which 
could partly explain the decline in the number of 
beneficiaries. 

Number of beneficiaries receiving regular benefits 

April 
1994 

March 1994 to 
April 1994 

seasonally 
adjusted 

% change 

Canada 921,390 -1.9 
Newfoundland 52,010 -0.9 
Prince Edward Island 12,510 -1.7 
Nova Scotia 49,350 -2.0 
New Brunswick 53,320 -1.3 
Quebec 312,620 -0.5 
Ontario 236,710 -3.4 
Manitoba 23,700 -3.0 
Saskatchewan 19,390 -1.1 
Alberta 61,600 -3.7 
B ritish Columbia 100,060 -0.6 
Yukon 1,690 -9.7 
Northwest Territories 1,420 0.4 

Number of claims hits lowest level since May 
1989 

In April 1994, the number of UI claims received 
stood at 255,000 (seasonally adjusted), a level last 
observed in May 1989. After starting to increase in 
the fourth quarter of 1989, the number of claims 
reached a peak of 364,000 in February 1991. Since 
mid-1992, the trend has been generally downward. 

40  
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Number of beneficiaries (all types of benefits) 

	
Benefits paid were down 2.3% in April 

• 

April 1994 April 1993 to 
April 1994 

Census metropolitan area 

change 

St John's 12,300 -22.3 
Halifax 14,650 -9.3 
Saint John 6,160 -4.6 
Chicoutimi-Jonquière 11,230 -7.1 
Québec 35,330 -3.6 
Sherbrooke 7,280 -10.0 
Trois-Rivières 8,300 -17.8 
Montréal 146,180 -13.9 
Hull 10,540 -12.1 
Ottawa 17,150 -18.1 
Oshawa 7,680 -11.5 
Toronto 122,730 -19.0 
Hamilton 17,660 -21.4 
St Catharines-Niagara 14,710 -16.4 
Kitchener 10,480 -19.7 
London 9,790 -20.1 
Windsor 7,390 -17.8 
Sudbu ry  6,040 -19.0 
Thunder Bay 5,500 -15.1 
Winnipeg 21,690 -12.1 
Regina 4,740 -20.6 
Saskatoon 6,690 -16.8 
Calgary  25,230 -19.6 
Edmonton 30,520 -10.6 
Vancouver 58,410 -15.2 
Victoria 8,250 -15.3 

In April 1994, $1.1 billion was paid to individuals, 
down 2.3% from March. The amount paid to 
individuals receiving regular benefits started to show a 
substantial increase in 1990, and then reached a 
plateau of $1.3 billion in 1992. The total amount of 
benefits (including regular and special benefits) paid 
for the first four months of 1994 amounted to $6.6 
billion (unadjusted), down 10.9% from the same 
period last year. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 26 (series 1.6), 
5700-5717, 5735 and 5736. 

The April 1994 issue of Unemployment insurance 
statistics (73-001, $16/$160), containing data for 
February, March and April 1994, will be available in 
July. See "How to order publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Ruth Barnes (613-951-4046) or André Picard (613-
951-4045), Labour Division (fax: 613-951-4087). o 

• 
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Unemployment insurance statistics 

April 	February 	March 
	

April March 1994 to 
1993 	1994 	1994 

	
1994 	April 1994 

seasonally adjusted 	 % change 

Regular benefits 

Beneficiaries 

Amount paid 
Weeks of benefits 

'000 	 1,097 	962 r 	 939P 	 921P 	-1.9 

$'000 	 1,238,500 	1,103,974 	1,080,085 	1,055,277 	-2.3 
'000 	 4,827 	4,328 	4,268 	4,158 	-2.6 

   

April 	February 	March 
	

April 	April 1993 to 
1993 	1994 	1994 

	
1994 	April 1994 

unadjusted 	 % change 

All beneficiaries 	 '000 	 1,483 	1,410 v 	1,362P 	1,293P 	-12.8 
Regular beneficiaries 	 '000 	 1,244 	1,154 r 	1,114P 	1,055P 	-15.2 

Claims received 	 '000 	 225 	211 	233 	198 	-11.9 

Amount paid 	 $'000 	 1,728,918 	1,591,701 	1,821,821 	1,487,312 	-14.0 
Weeks of benefits 	 '000 	 6,272 	5,798 	6,581 	5,369 	-14.4 
Average weekly benefit 	 $ 	 264.70 	265.86 	263.02 	261.78 	-1.1 

Year-to-date (January to April) 

1993 	 1994 	 1993 to 1994 

% change 

Year-to-date 

Beneficiaries, average 	 '000 	 1,535 	 1,366P 	 -11.0 

Claims received 	 '000 	 1,067 	 983 	 -7.9 

Amount paid 	 $'000 	 7,401,292 	 6,594,344 	 -10.9 
Weeks of benefits 	 '000 	 27,083 	 23,928 	 -11.6 
Average weekly benefit 	 $ 	 265.12 	 263.73 	 -0.5 
P Preliminary figures. 
✓ Revised figures. 
"All beneficiaries" includes all claimants who receive regular benefits (e.g., because of lay-off) or special benefits (e.g., in case of sickness). 	• 

• 

• 
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Crude oil and natural gas 
April 1994 (preliminary) . 

Strong exports to the United States along with higher 
demand by Canadian refineries led to a 5.7% 
increase from April 1993 in domestic production of 
crude oil. Natural gas production strengthened in 
April 1994, rising 2.4% from April 1993. The increase 
was due to a strong 11.3% gain in exports of natural 
gas. 

Crude oil production remains strong 

Production of crude oil rose 5.7% in April 1994 
from April 1993, to 8.9 million cubic metres. This was 
a somewhat lower growth rate than that posted in the 
first three months of 1994, but it was higher than the 
4.8% annual gain in 1993. 

Crude oil exports were up 15.6% from April 1993, 
to 4.5 million cubic metres. Exports have been rising 
strongly on a year-over-year basis since May 1993. 

Natural gas production strengthens 

Production of natural gas rose 2.4% from April 
1993, to 11.2 billion cubic metres. This followed a 
modest 0.4% increase in March and strong gains in 
January and February 1994. 

Natural gas exports increased 11.3% from April 
1993, to 5.7 billion cubic metres. Exports have been 
rising strongly since early 1991, partly because of 
growing demand for Canadian natural gas by U.S. 
electric co-generation facilities. Over 50% of 
Canada's annual natural gas production is now 
exported to the United States. 

Warmer temperatures in April 1994 than in April 
1993 and decreased demand by the industrial sector 
led to a 2.8% decline in domestic sales of natural 
gas. 

Natural gas supply and disposition 

• 
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Crude oil supply and disposition 
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Available on CANSIM: matrices 530 and 539. 

Sharply higher impo rts of crude oil led to a 20.3% 
increase from April 1993 in refinery receipts. 

Production of refined petroleum products rose a 
healthy 9.9% from April 1993, with a significant 
portion of output going to foreign markets. In 
contrast, domestic demand for refined products was 
relatively weak, rising 0.9% from April 1993. 

The April 1994 issue of Crude petroleum and 
natural gas production (26-006, $11/$110) will be 
available the last week of July. See "How to order 
publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Gérard O'Connor (613-951-3562), Energy Section, 
Industry Division. ❑  

• 
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Crude oil and natural gas 

April 	 April 	April 1993 	January 1993 	January 1994 
1993 	 1994 	 to 	 to 	 to 

	

April 1994 	April 1993 	April 1994 

January-
April 1993 

to January-
April 1994 

thousands of cubic metres 	% change 	thousands of cubic metres 

Crude oil and equivalent 
hydrocarbons' 

% change 

Production 	 8 374.5 	8 851.8 	 5.7 	33 310.0 	35 655.4 7.0 
Exports 	 3 900.4 	4 510.6 	 15.6 	15 843.9 	18 157.8 14.6 
Imports 	 2 374.5 	2 854.4 	 20.2 	10 878.1 	12 967.2 19.2 
Refinery receipts 	 6 227.0 	7 491.3 	 20.3 	27 998.3 	31 280.2 11.7 

millions of cubic metres 	% change 	millions of cubic metres % change 

Natural gas2  

Marketable production 	 10 916.0 	11 182.0 	 2.4 	43 647.1 	45 600.4 4.5 
Exports 	 5 102.2 	5 677.0 	 11.3 	21 227.7 	23 225.7 9.4 
Canadian sales3 	 5 101.3 	4 956.1 	 -2.8 	26 044.5 	26 841.7 3.1 

t 	Disposition may differ from production due to inventory change, industry own-use, etc. 
2 	Disposition may differ from production due to inventory change, usage as pipeline fuel, pipeline losses, line-pack fluctuations, etc. 
3 	Includes direct sales. • 

10 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• 

Asphalt roofing 
May 1994 

Shipments of asphalt shingles totalled 4 532 675 
metric bundles in May 1994, a 2.7% decrease from 
4 658 834r (revised) metric bundles shipped a year 
earlier. 

For January to May 1994, shipments totalled 
14 026 633r metric bundles, down 1.5% from 
14 245 029r metric bundles shipped during the same 
period in 1993. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 32 and 122 
(series 27 and 28). 

The May 1994 issue of Asphalt roofing (45-001, 
$6/$60) will be available later. 

For further information on this release, 
contact Sandra Bohatyretz (613-951-3531), Industry 
Division. • 

Rigid Insulating board 
May 1994 

Shipments of rigid insulating board totalled 3,507 
thousand square metres (12.7 mm basis) in May 
1994, a 18.0% increase from 2,971r (revised) 
thousand square metres in May 1993. 

For January to May 1994, shipments totalled 
14,452 thousand square metres, an 11.8% increase 
from 12,929r thousand square metres in 1993. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 31 (series 1) and 
122 (series 4-7). 

The May 1994 issue of Rigid insulating board 
(36-002, $6/$60) will be available later. 

For further information on this release, 
contact Sandra Bohatyretz (613-951-3531), Industry 
Division. • 

Software development and computer 
services 
1992 (preliminary) 

Preliminary aggregate data for 1992 from the software 
development and computer services industry annual 
survey are now available. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 7461 and 7462. 

For further information on this release, 
contact Michèle LeBel (613-951-3176), Business 
Services Section, Se rvices, Science and Technology 
Division. • 

• 
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED  

The sugar situation, May 1994.  
Catalogue number 32-013  
(Canada: $6/$60; United States: US$8/US$72; other  
countries: US$9/US$84).  

Industry price indexes, April 1994.  
Catalogue number 62-011  
(Canada: $20/$200; United States: US$24/US$240;  

other countries: US$28/US$280).  

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum 
requirements of American National Standard for 
Information Sciences — Permanence of Paper for Printed 
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 — 1984. 

How to order publications  

Simplify your data search with Statistics Canada catalogue, 1993 (11-204E, $13.95; United States: US$17; other countries: US$20).  
Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada's social and economic activity.  

Order The Daily and other publications by phone:  
Please refer to the 	• 	Title 	• 	Catalogue number 	• 	Volume number 	• Issue number 	• 	Your VISA or MasterCard number.  

In Canada and the United States call:  1- 800-267 -6677  
From other countries call:  1- 613-951 -7277  
Or  fax your order to us:  1- 613-951 -1584  

For address changes: Please refer to your customer account number.  

To order a publication by mail write: Sales and Service, Marke ting Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A OT6.  
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers add 7% GST.  

Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the Agency's products and services.  
For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages of your telephone directory under Statistics Canada  
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