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Processed fruits and vegetables, May 1994 
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• Canadian international merchan , - 8 - s =1 , ' ay 1994- 
Record impo rts in May bring Canada its first merchandise trade deficit since November 1991. 

• Composite index, June 1994 
The growth of the leading index continued to slow down from its 29-month peak of 0.9% in 
February to 0.5% in June, its lowest rate since September 1993. 
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Note to users 

Merchandise trade statistics are provided on both a 
customs basis and a balance of payments basis at the 
level of total exports, total imports and trade balance 
(surplus or deficit) by principal trading area. Detailed 
commodity and geographic information is presented on a 
customs basis only, although the equivalent balance of 
payments commodity detail can be obtained from 
CANSIM. 

Analysts interested in specific commodity flows or 
geographic detail should use the customs basis figures. 
Those interested in macroeconomic issues should use 
the balance of payments figures (along with the rest of 
the current account), which incorporate merchandise 
trade statistics, trade in services and capital account 
movements. 

In the first quarter of 1992, Canada's merchandise 
trade surplus of $2.3 billion contrasted with a current 
account deficit of $7.1 billion. 

Balances (total), merchandise and current 
account 
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MAJOR RELEASES • 
Canadian international merchandise 
trade 
May 1994 

On a balance of payments basis, impo rts grew by 
$989 million, reaching a record $17.0 billion. 
Increased impo rts of machinery and equipment and of 
automotive products reflected an upturn in domestic 
production and contributed most to the overall gain. 

Exports on a balance of payments basis fell by 
$436 million in May, to $16.7 billion. Increased 
exports of automotive products and machinery to the 
United States were more than offset by declines in 
most other commodity sectors. 

Canada's merchandise trade balance fell in May 
to a deficit of $315 million, from a surplus of $1.1 
billion in April. The trade surplus with the United 
States shrank to $1.7 billion in May, from $2.2 billion 
in April. Exports to the United States stood at $14.1 
billion in May, while impo rts stood at $12.5 billion. 
There were trade deficits with all other principal 
trading areas. 

Commodity detail (customs basis) 

Autos and machinery and equipment boost 
imports to a new record 

Eighty percent of Canada's growth in impo rts in 
May was concentrated in three sectors: machinery 
and equipment, automotive products, and industrial 
goods. Machinery and equipment impo rts grew by 
$356 million as all major components set monthly 
records. Except for passenger cars, records were 
also set in automotive impo rts. Truck imports were 
up $47 million, while car impo rts increased by a more 
modest $11 million. Automobile sales in Canada were 
up 8% over April. Growth in parts imports stood at 
$122 million as Canadian auto production continued to 
advance. Industrial goods were up $123 million in 
May to a new record. Many of the components of 
this grouping (such as steel products, plastic 
materials, and organic chemicals) also set monthly 
records. 

Monthly records were also set for impo rts in all 
other commodity sectors except energy: consumer 
goods (+ $85 million), agricultural products (+ $47 
million), and forestry products (+$11 million). Falling 
imports of crude petroleum pulled the energy sector 
down by $151 million. 

Auto and forestry exports increase, but overall 
levels drop 

Overall export growth was down in May, though 
improvement was seen in the automotive and forestry 
sectors. Fed by continued U.S. demand, the number 
of passenger cars exported in the month moved up. 
Exports of auto parts were down $47 million in May, 
but remained 12% above last year's level. Increases 
in pulp and paper helped to bolster the forestry 
products sector, as lumber exports fell from April's 
level. 
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Exports declined in the other commodity sectors. 
Exports of copper ores, precious metals, and steel 
were strong in May, but most other components 
within the industrial goods and materials sector lost 
ground, particularly metals and alloys. Overall exports 
of machinery and equipment fell $213 million as all its 
components decreased except office machines 
(+$29 million). Exports were down $80 million in the 
energy sector and were down $39 million in the 
agricultural sector. However, exports of crude 
petroleum moved ahead $60 million as U.S. refineries 
geared up to meet summer demand. 

Underlying trends 

Imports continue to trend upward 

The trend for total impo rts slowed down between 
October and December 1993. But it has gained 
strength in each month of 1994, thanks largely to 
surging impo rts from the United States. This pattern 
is typical of movements in most commodity groups. 

The trend for impo rts has been most influenced 
by growth in the machinery and equipment sector in 
1994. Most groupings within the sector have shown 
increases (the exception is agricultural machinery). 

Imports of machinery and equipment 

— Seasonally adjusted — Trend 

After a lull that ended in January, automotive 
products have trended upward in 1994. The trend for 
truck imports has moved upward in recent months, 
responding to increased sales in Canada. Increases 
have been positive for cars sales, too, but to a lesser 
extent. Imports of automotive parts declined during 
the winter and early spring. But they have made a  

substantial recovery since February, in line with 
increased assembly rates. 

Imports of industrial goods and materials have 
been up for over a year. After slowing somewhat in 
the fall of 1993, the trend picked up speed during the 
winter months, recovering all of its lost momentum. 

Most sectors support exports' upward trend 

The trend for total exports has been positive and 
accelerating in 1994 after a brief slackening of growth 
in the fall of 1993. This pattern is supported by the 
trend for most—but not all—commodity sectors. 

The automotive products trend was negative from 
November to January, but it has been growing at an 
increasing rate since then. This decline and recovery 
reflected production cutbacks as assembly plants 
retooled for the 1995 model year. 

Exports of automotive products 

Parts 
i 

IIIIIIIÎIIIIIIIIIIIÎIIIIrllllliiiiii  
J 

1991 

— Seasonally adjusted — Trend 

The trend for machinery and equipment, which 
seemed to crest in December, has been positive in 
1994 but has begun to decelerate; this was especially 
evident in the most recent period. This pattern has 
been influenced primarily by industrial and agricultural 
machinery and by transpo rtation equipment other than 
aircraft. 

Industrial goods have also contributed significantly 
to the post-autumn rise in exports. Accelerating 
growth in industrial goods since December has been 
carried in large part  by increases for chemicals, 
plastics and fertilizers and for metals and alloys. 
Growth in both of these components, however, has 
slowed in the latest period. 
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The energy products trend, which gained strength 
since December, has also begun to slow in recent 
months. Excepting crude petroleum, most energy 
products have followed this pa ttern; price as well as 
volume changes have played a role in the cases of 
natural gas and coal. Declining since the fall of 1993, 
the trend for crude petroleum turned upward in the 
recent month. 

The rate of decrease in agricultural products has 
slowed in recent months, as price and volume shifts 
have added strength to exports of fish and live 
animals. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 3611-3616, 3618- 
3629, 3651, 3685-3713, 3718-3720 and 3887-3913. 

This release contains a summary of merchandise 
trade data that will be available next week in 
Canadian international merchandise trade (65-001, 
$19/$182). The publication will include detailed tables 
by commodity and count ry  on a customs basis. 

For more timely receipt of merchandise trade 
data, a fax service is available on the morning of 
release. 

Current account data (incorporating merchandise 
trade statistics, trade in services and capital account 
movements) are available on a quarterly basis in 

Revisions 

In keeping with the revision policy of International Trade 
Division, revisions are made in each month of the current 
year in order to: correct classification anomalies; include 
information from late documents; and, for energy, reflect 
the difference between original estimates and actual 
figures. 

Imports for April have been revised up $105 million, 
largely because of a $61 million addi tion to machinery and 
equipment. In this sector, aircraft, engines and parts 
gained $28 million and industrial machinery gained $23 
million. Adjustments to automotive pa rts imports (-$35 
million) and agricultural and fishing products imports (-$13 
million) had some offsetting influence on the overall 
revision. 

April's exports were revised down $114 million. Much 
of the change was concentrated in forestry products (-$35 
million), mainly woodpulp. Machinery and equipment 
exports were reduced by $28 million as other machinery 
was revised down $17 million. Automotive products 
exports were reduced by $18 million—half of the 
adjustment was made to trucks. 

Canada's balance of international payments (67-001, 
$30/$120). See "How to order publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Bob Gordon (613-951-9647), Marketing and Client 
Services Section, International Trade Division. ❑  
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Merchandise trade of Canada 
March 

1994 
April 
1994 

May 
1994 

March 
to April 

1994 

April 
to May 

1994 

January to May 	May 1993 
to May 

1994 1993 1994 1993 
to 1994 

seasonally adjusted in $ current 

$ millions % change $ millions % change 

Balance of payments basis 

Exports 
United States 13,701 14,228 14,140 3.8 -0.6 58,150 67,952 16.9 19.2 
Other countries 3,137 2,935 2,587 -6.4 -11.9 14,772 14,246 -3.6 -11.8 
Total 16,838 17,163 16,727 1.9 -2.5 72,922 82,198 12.7 13.1 

Imports 
United States 11,713 12,025 12,484 2.7 3.8 50,145 58,555 16.8 19.0 
Other countries 4,175 4,029 4,560 -3.5 13.2 18,752 20,503 9.3 23.8 
Total 15,888 16,054 17,043 1.0 6.2 68,897 79,059 14.7 20.2 

Balance  
United States 1,988 2,203 1,656 ... 8,005 9,397 
Other countries -1,038 -1,093 -1,973 ... -3,980 -6,258 
Total 950 1,109 -315 ... 4,025 3,139 

Balance of payments adjustments' 

Exports 
United States -414 -568 -660 -2,107 -2,631 
Other countries -135 -11 -60 -314 -482 
Total -549 -579 -719 -2,421 -3,114 

Imports 
United States 1,132 1,031 1,304 ... 4,707 5,742 
Other countries -914 -943 -1,028 ... -3,887 4,916 
Total 218 88 276 ... 820 826 

Customs basis 

Exports 
Agricultural and fishing products 1,309 1,318 1,279 0.7 -3.0 6,111 6,399 4.7 6.0 
Energy products 1,823 1,786 1,706 -2.1 -4.5 7,834 8,697 11.0 -4.5 
Forestry products 2,390 2,367 2,379 -1.0 0.5 10,569 11,697 10.7 14.3 
Industrial goods and materials 3,054 3,051 2,969 -0.1 -2.7 13,176 14,856 12.8 5.7 
Machinery and equipment 3,451 3,450 3,237 -0.0 -6.2 13,389 16,452 22.9 18.5 
Automotive products 4,169 4,607 4,630 10.5 0.5 19,600 21,413 9.2 20.0 
Other consumer goods 445 443 449 -0.4 1.3 1,784 2,206 23.7 20.4 
Special transactions trade 746 719 798 -3.5 11.0 2,880 3,591 24.7 29.8 
Total 17,387 17,742 17,447 2.0 -1.7 75,343 85,311 13.2 12.8 

Imports 
Agricultural and fishing products 981 966 1,013 -1.5 4.9 4,492 4,816 7.2 10.8 
Energy products 517 644 493 24.6 -23.5 3,034 2,702 -10.9 -11.4 
Forestry products 139 136 147 -2.3 8.3 636 686 7.8 19.4 
Industrial goods and materials 2,938 2,984 3,107 1.5 4.1 12,651 14,692 16.1 16.9 
Machinery and equipment 5,046 5,122 5,478 1.5 6.9 20,893 25,137 20.3 26.4 
Automotive products 3,758 3,864 4,045 2.8 4.7 16,112 18,760 16.4 24.2 
Other consumer goods 1,887 1,851 1,936 -1.9 4.6 8,565 9,289 8.4 10.8 
Special transactions trade 405 398 549 -1.6 37.8 1,693 2,150 27.0 56.4 
Total 15,670 15,966 16,768 1.9 5.0 68,077 78,233 14.9 20.3 

* 	Adjustments are  applied to the customs basis data. 
... 	Figures not appropriate or not applicable.  • 
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Composite index 
June 1994 

The growth of the leading index continued to slow 
down from its 29-month peak of 0.9% in February to 
0.5% in June, its lowest rate since September 1993. 
Unlike in previous months, the weakness in June was 
not confined to just the stock market: the average for 
the other nine components slowed to 0.5% from 
0.7% growth. Although eight of these components 
continued to grow, more moderate increases were the 
rule for those related to final demand. Business 
spending, however, remained vigorous. 

Composite index 

month to month % change 
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the housing index. Housing was buttressed by starts 
in Western Canada, where employment rose rapidly in 
May and June. Furniture and appliance sales again 
rose gradually. 

New orders for durable manufactured goods rose 
sharply as most industries benefited from recent 
widespread gains in demand. Orders have now 
regained their peak levels set in the 1980s. 
Manufacturers have increased inventories to keep up 
with demand, leading to a second straight slight 
decline in the ratio of shipments to inventories of 
finished goods. After steady increases since March, 
the average workweek also has recovered all of the 
ground lost in the last recession. Employment in 
services accelerated in June due to the largest gain in 
business demand since 1975. 

The Toronto stock market fell again in June, led 
by interest rate sensitive stocks. The money supply 
moderated from the seven-year-high growth rates set 
in the spring. 

The growth of the U.S. leading indicator eased 
after a pickup at the start of the year. The outlook for 
Canadian exports remains positive, however, as most 
of the components related to manufacturing continued 
to rise. Consumer confidence also continued to 
increase, while employment gains remained strong in 
June after an upward-revised hike in May. 

SONDJ  
1993 

F M AM J 
1994 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 191. 

Household demand lost some of its recent 
buoyancy, particularly for auto sales, which led to a 
slowdown for durable goods to 1.2%, from a seven-
year high of 1.7%. The deceleration accompanied 
higher interest rates. Growth remained positive for 

The July 1994 issue of Canadian economic 
observer (11-010, $22/$220) will be available this 
week. See "How to order publications". 

For further information on this release or about 
the next release dates, contact Francine Roy (613-
951-3627), Current Economic Analysis Division. ❑  
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Composite index 
Data used in the composite January February March April May June Last month 

index calculation for. 1994 1994 1994 1994 1994 1994 of data 
available 

% change 

Composite leading indicator (1981 =100) 160.8 162.2 163.4 164.6 165.6 166.4 0.5 

Housing indext 129.1 129.7 129.8 130.4 130.5 131.2 0.5 

Business and personal services 
employment (thousands) 1,840 1,844 1,844 1,846 1,850 1,857 0.4 

TSE 300 stock price index 
(1975 =1000) 4,274 4,346 4,386 4,393 4,388 4,337 -1.2 

Money supply (M1) 
(millions of 1981 $)2  28,360 28,628 28,929 29,339 29,650 29,871 0.7 

U.S. composite leading index 
(1967 =100)3  210.0 210.8 211.7 212.6 213.4 214.0 0.3 

Manufacturing 
Average workweek 38.7 38.7 38.8 38.9 39.0 39.1 0.3 
New orders, durables 

(millions of 1981 $)4  10,097.2 10,368.9 10,524.6 10,581.0 10,634.1 10,769.8 1.3 
Shipments/inventories ratio4  1.53 1.55 1.56 1.56 1.55  1.54 -0.01" 

Retail trade 
Furniture and appliance sales 

(millions of 1981 $)4  1,104.0 1,104.1 1,104.6 1,106.1 1,109.9 1,114.4 0.4 
Other durable goods sales 

(millions of 1981 $)4  3,706.5 3,730.8 3,762.8 3,805.7 3,870.5 3,916.2 1.2 

Unsmoothed composite 163.7 166.0 165.0 166.9 167.0 167.3 0.2 

1  Composite index of housing starts (units) and house sales (MW). 
2  Deflated by the consumer price index for all items. 
3  The figures in this row reflect data published in the month indicated but the figures themselves refer to data for the immediately preceding month. 
4  The figures in this row reflect data published in the month indicated but the figures themselves refer to data for two months preceding. 

Difference from previous month. 	 • 

• 
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DATA AVAILABILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Export and import  price indexes 
May 1994 

Current- and fixed-weighted export and impo rt  price 
indexes (1986 = 100) on a balance of payments basis 
are now available. Price indexes are listed from 
January 1986 to May 1994 for the five commodity 
sections and 62/61 major commodity groups. 

Customs-based current- and fixed-weighted U.S. 
price indexes (1986 = 100) are also available. Price 
indexes are listed from January 1986 to May 1994. 
Included with the U.S. commodity indexes are the 10 
all-countries and U.S.-only SITC section indexes. 

New indexes on a customs basis (listed for the 
five commodity sections and 62/61 major commodity 
groups) are now available on CANSIM. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 3611-3616, 3618-
3629. 

The May 1994 issue of Canadian international 
merchandise trade (65-001, $19/$182) will be 
available the last week of July. See "How to order 
publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Denis Pilon (613-951-4808), Price Index Unit, 
International Trade Division. • 

Processed fruits and vegetables 
May 1994 

Data for May 1994 on processed fruits and vegetables 
are now available. 

Canned and frozen fruits and vegetables—
monthly (32-011, $6/$60) will be available shortly. 
See "How to order publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Peter Zylstra (613-951-3511), Industry Division. 	• 
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Building permits, May 1994.  
Catalogue number 64-001  
(Canada: $24/$240; United States: US$29/US$288;  
other countries: US$34/US$336).  

 

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum 
requirements of American National Standard for  
Information Sciences — Permanence of Paper for Printed 
Library Materials, ANSI Z39.48 — 1984. 

How to order publications  

Simplify your data search with Statistics Canada catalogue, 1993 (11-204E, $13.95; United States: US$17; other countries: US$20).  
Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada's social and economic activity. 
Order The Daily and other publications by phone:  
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number. 

In Canada and the United States call: 	 1-800-267-6677  
From other countries call: 	 1-613-951-7277  
Or fax your order to us: 	 1-613-951-1584  

For address changes: Please refer to your customer account number. 
To order a publication by mail write: Sales and Service, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1 A OT6. 
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publica tions. Canadian customers add 7% GST.  
Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the Agency's products and se rvices.  
For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages of your telephone directory under Statistics Canada 
Authorized agents and bookstores also carry  Statistics Canada's catalogued publications.  

._.~ The  
W oa  ily Statistics Canada's official release bulletin 

Catalogue 11-001E. (Canada: $175; United States: US$210; other countries: US$245.) 

Published each working day by the Communica tions Division, Statistics Canada, 
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney's Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OT6.  

Editor. Tim Prichard (613-951-1103) 
Head of Official Release: Jacques Lefebvre (613-951-1088) 

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada.  ® Minister of 
Industry, Science  and Technology, 1994. All rights reserved. No pa rt  of this publication may 
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written permission 
from Licence  Services, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
Ki A 0T6. 
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families in  Canada  
Life in lone-parent families  

he structure of family living in Canada has 
changed dramatically in the last several 
decades. The growing number of lone-parent 

families has been one of the most profound 
developments. In fact, by 1991, there were almost 
one million lone-parent families, representing one 
of every five families with children. As well, women 
make up the vast majority of lone parents. 

Lone parent families in Canada reports on why this 
situation is so important. And it reveals that many 
lone-parent families, especially those headed by women, 
are economically disadvantaged. For example, as many 
as three out of five of these families have incomes 
below Statistics Canada's Low Income Cut-offs. 

Lone parent families in Canada, describes this group 
of Canadians and their major characteristics. With 
over 50 charts and tables to support the analysis, 
this reports covers topics such as: 

demographic and family status 
labour force experience 
time use patterns 
income 
housing and household amenities 

T 

Lone parent families in Canada is a "must read" for everyone involved in the 
analysis, planning, development and delivery of social services to Canadians. 
And if you are concerned with issues related to family organization, low income, 
and the role of women in our society, this report delivers the data and analysis 
you need to develop informed opinions and policies about these important topics. 

Order your copy of Lone parent families in Canada (Cat. No. 89-522E) today, 
for only $40 in Canada, US $48 in the United States, and US $56 in other 
countries. 
Call toll-free 1-800-267-6677 or fax your order to (613) 951-1584 and use your  
VISA or MasterCard. Or write to:  

Marketing Division  
Publication Sales  
Statistics Canada  
Ottawa, Ontario  
K1A OT6  

This publication is also available through the nearest Statistics Canada Regional  
Reference Centre listed in this publication.  
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