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2 • Building permits, first quarter 1995 and March 1995 
In the first qua rter of 1995, municipalities issued the lowest level of residential building permits 
in four years—a result of limited job gains, homebuyers' concerns about job security, and 
higher mortgage rates. 
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MAJOR RELEASES 

Building permits 
First quarter 1995 and March 1995 

In the first quarter of 1995, municipalities issued the 
lowest level of residential building permits in four 
years—a result of limited job gains, homebuyers' 
concerns about job security, and higher mortgage 
rates. 

The value of permits for new housing fell to $3.6 
billion in the first quarter of 1995, down 17.5% from 
the fourth quarter of 1994. It was the third consecutive 
quarterly decrease in the residential sector and the 
lowest level since the first qua rter of 1991. 

In March, residential permits fell for a third straight 
month, to $1.1 billion, offsetting a 5.7% increase in 
the non-residential sector. Overall, municipalities issued 
permits valued at $2.1 billion in March, a 1.0% drop 
from February. 

Non-residential sector is the only bright spot 
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A bleak outlook for housing in 1995 

Except for a few increases late last fall, the monthly 
value of residential building permits has been generally 
declining since mid-1994. This may signal a bleak 
outlook for the new housing market in 1995. 

The declines in residential activity were also 
reflected in actual housing starts and in the resale 
market. The resale housing market fell to its lowest 
level in 11 years in March, the Canadian Real Estate 

Note to readers 

Unless otherwise stated, this release presents seasonally 
adjusted data, which ease comparisons by removing the effects 
of seasonal variations. 

The monthly Building and demolitions permits survey covers 
2,400 municipalities representing 93% of the population. It 
gives an early indication of building activity. The communities 
representing the other 7% of the population are very small, and 
their building activithies have little impact on the total. 

In this release, the value of planned construc tion activities 
excludes engineering projects (for example, waterworks, 
sewers, culverts, etc.) and land. 

The number of units authorized refers to the number of 
dwellings on which municipalities have permitted construction 
to start. 

The annual rate is a monthly figure that has been seasonally 
adjusted and multiplied by 12 to reflect annual levels. 

Association has reported. According to Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation, housing starts in 
March plunged 18.4% to their lowest level since the 
1982 recession. 

The drop in residential permits also augurs further 
cuts in construction employment over the next few 
months. According to the Labour force survey, in the 
first three months of 1995 alone, 15,000 construction 
jobs (excluding engineering; machinery and equipment 
installation) were lost. 
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Among the provinces, the first quarter's decline in 
the total value of building permits came mainly from 
British Columbia (-15.2%), Albe rta (-11.3%) and Ontario 
(-7.5%)—in all three provinces, housing construction 
intentions tumbled to recessionary levels. 

Large industrial projects are behind the 
non-residential sector's advance 

The non-residential sector, which has been 
overshadowed by the slump in the residential sector, 
recorded its second quarterly gain, up 11.1% over the 
previous qua rter to $3.0 billion. 

This coincided with the strong levels of industrial 
capacity utilization reported by goods-producing 
industries in 1994, which were fuelled by strong 
exports and favourable commodity prices. 

The recent growth in non-residential construction 
intentions has been attributable to its industrial 
component, which jumped 35.6% to $0.9 billion 
compared with the previous quarter. Important 
construction projects in the paper and allied products 
industry ($0.2 billion) have been a major factor behind 
the significant jump in the industrial sector, where the  

value of permits issued reached a level not seen since 
the second quarter of 1990. 

Propelled by commercial and industrial projects, 
Quebec reported a 4.9% quarterly increase in its 
total value of building permits, which was a second 
consecutive quarterly gain. Also notable was a 
fourth consecutive quarterly gain in non-residential 
construction intentions in Saskatchewan, where the 
first quarter's 9.0% rise in the total value of permits 
was attributed to industrial projects. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 80 (levels 3-7, 16-22 
and 24-32), 129, 137, 443, 989-992, 994-995 and 
4073. 

The March 1995 issue of Building permits 
(64-001, $24/$240) will be released on May 11. The 
April 1995 estimates will be released on June 6. 

For further information on this release, contact 
Joanne Bureau (613-951-9689). For analytical 
information, contact Nathalie Léveillé (613-951-2025), 
Current Investment Indicators Section, Investment and 
Capital Stock Division. a 
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Value of building permits 

Region and type of construction February 
1995 

March 
1995 

February 
1995 to 

March 
1995 

Fourth 
quarter 

1994 

First 
quarter 

1995 

Fourth 
quarter 
1994 to 

First 
quarter 

1995 

seasonally adjusted 

$ millions % change $ millions change 

Canada 2,136 • 2,115 -1.0 7,003 6,537 -6.7 
Residential 1,171 1,095 -6.5 4,348 3,586 -17.5 
Non-residential 965 1,020 5.7 2,655 2,951 11.1 

Newfoundland 17 16 -5.9 56 49 -14.0 
Residential 12 12 1.3 37 36 -2.5 
Non-residential 5 4 -22.9 19 12 -36.5 

P rince Edward Island 6 9 34.8 22 25 14.2 
Residential 4 5 25.7 12 14 22.9 
Non-residential 2 3 52.2 10 11 4.2 

Nova Scotia 52 67 30.4 194 181 -6.8 
Residential 44 54 22.7. 121 144 19.2 
Non-residential 8 13 74.7 73 37 -49.6 

New Brunswick 36 42 15.8 136 118 -13.4 
Residential 18 18 -0.7 62 52 -16.2 
Non-residential 18 24 31.8 74 66 -11.0 

Quebec 487 655 34.6 1,518 1,594 4.9 
Residential 205 221 7.7 839 681 -18.9 
Non-residential 282 434 54.2 680 913 34.3 

Onta rio 757 703 -7.1 2,597 2,402 -7.5 
Residential 437 423 -3.2 1,674 1,348 -19.5 
Non-residential 319 280 -12.4 923 1,054 14.2 

Manitoba 61 33 -46.5 143 137 -4.3 
Residential 26 17 -34.8 71 67 -5.9 
Non-residential 35 16 -55.0 72 70 -2.7 

Saskatchewan 89 24 -72.9 121 132 9.0 
Residential 12 11 -7.9 50 37 -26.2 
Non-residential 77 13 -83.1 72 96 33.4 

Alberta 197 178 -9.8 684 607 -11.3 
Residential 101 109 8.0 411 345 -16.1 
Non-residential 96 69 -28.5 273 262 -3.9 

B ritish Columbia 422 383 -9.2 1,501 1,273 -15.2 
Residential 306 220 -28.2 1,055 850 -19.4 
Non-residential 116 164 40.7 446 423 -5.3 

Yukon 3 2 -23.7 10 8 -15.7 
Residential 3 2 -11.2 7 7 5.2 
Non-residential 1 0 -69.1 3 1 -62.5 

Northwest Territories 9 2 -78.1 19 12 -37.5 
Residential 3 2 -38.3 9 6 -40.6 
Non-residential 6 0 -96.1 10 6 -34.5 

Note: Data may not add to totals due to rounding. 
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OTHER RELEASES 

Non-residential building construction 
price index 
First quarter 1995 

The non-residential building construction price index 
(1986=100) for the first qua rter of 1995 rose to 127.8, 
a 1.7% increase over the fourth qua rter of 1994 and 
a 3.8% increase over the first quarter of 1994. This 
was the largest annual rate of change since the second 
quarter of 1990. 

These indexes measure . changes in the prices that 
general and trade contractors charge for construction 
of non-residential buildings (commercial, industrial and 
institutional buildings). The indexes exclude the cost 
of land and design and real estate fees. Coverage 
includes seven major metropolitan areas (Halifax, 
Montréal, Ottawa, Toronto, Calgary, Edmonton and 
Vancouver) and a composite index for Canada. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 2042-2043. 

The first quarter 1995 issue of Construction price 
statistics (62-007, $19/$76) will be available in June. 
See "How to order publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Paul -Roméo Danis (613-951-3350, fax: 613-951-2848), 
Client Services Unit, Prices Division. • 
Asphalt roofing 
March 1995 

Shipments of asphalt shingles totalled 3 306 688 metric 
bundles in March, a 36.1% increase from 2 429 969 
metric bundles shipped in March 1994. 

For January to March 1995, shipments totalled 
8 942 851 metric bundles, a 68.0% increase from 
5 323 790 metric bundles shipped during the same 
period in 1994. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 32 and 122 (series 
27 and 28). 

The March 1995 issue of Asphalt roofing 
(45-001, $6/$60) will be available shortly. See "How to 
order publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Sandra Bohatyretz (613-951-3516), Industry Division. 

• 

Rigid insulating board 
March 1995 

Shipments of rigid insulating board totalled 2 926 
thousand square metres (12.7 mm basis) in March, a 
15.5% increase from 2 534 thousand square metres in 
March 1994. 

For January to March 1995, shipments totalled 
7 883 thousand square metres, a 15.7% increase from 
6 813 thousand square metres in 1994. 

Available on CANSIM: matrices 31 (series 1) and 
122 (series 4-7). 

The March 1995 issue of Rigid insulating board 
(36-002, $6/$60) will be available shortly. See "How to 
order publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Sandra Bohatyretz (613-951-3516), Industry Division. 

Process cheese and instant skim milk 
powder 
March 1995 

Production of process cheese in March totalled 
6 717 135 kilograms, up 17.2% from February 
1995 but down 2.8% from March 1994. Year-to-
date production at the end of March 1995 totalled 
17 613 960 kilograms, up from 15 760 775 kilograms 
the previous year. 

Production of instant skim milk powder in March 
1995 totalled 312 163 kilograms, a 37.4% rise from 
February 1995 and up 2.7% from March 1994. Year-
to-date production for 1995 totalled 946 400 kilograms, 
compared with 859 414 kilograms the year before. 

Available on CANSIM: matrix 188 (series 1.10). 

The March 1995 issue of Production and 
inventories of process cheese and instant skim 
milk powder (32-024, $6/$60) will be available shortly. 
See "How to order publications". 

For further information on this release, contact 
Peter Zylstra (613-951-3511), Industry Division. 
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Coal and coke statistics, February 1995  
Catalogue number 45-002  
(Canada: $11/$110; United States: US$14/US$132;  

other countries: US$16/US$154).  

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum  

requirements of American National Standard for Information  

Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed Library  

Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984.  

How to order publications  

Simplify your data search with Statistics Canada Catalogue, 1994 (11-204E, $15; United States: US$18; other countries: US$21).  
Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada's social and economic activity.  

Order The Daily and other publications by phone:  
Please refer to the • Title • Catalogue number • Volume number • Issue number • Your VISA or MasterCard number.  

In Canada and the United States call: 	 1 -800-267-6677  
From other countries call: 	 1 -613-951 -7277  
Or fax your order to us: 	 1-613-951-1584  

For address changes: Please refer to your customer account number.  
To order a publication by mail write: Sales and Service, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, O ttawa, K1A OT6.  
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publica tions. Canadian customers add 7% GST.  
Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the Agency's products and se rvices.  
For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages or your telephone directory under Statistics Canada.  

Authorized agents and bookstores also car ry  Statistics Canada's catalogued publications.  

Statistics Canada's official release bulletin  
Catalogue 11-001E. (Canada: $175; United States: US$210; other countries: US$245.)  

Published each working day by the Communications Division, Statistics Canada,  
10-H, R.H. Coats Bldg., Tunney's Pasture, O ttawa, Onta rio K1A OT6.  
To receive The Daily from the Internet, send an E-mail message to listproc@statcan.ca .  
Leave the subject line blank. In the body of the message, type °subscribe daily firstname  
lastname°.  
Editor: Tim Prichard (613-951-1103)  
Head of Official Release: Jacques Lefebvre (613-951-1088)  
Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of  
Industry, Science and Technology, 1995. Citation in newsprint, mag azine, radio, and  
television reporting is permitted subject to the requirement that Statistics Canada is  
acknowledged as the source. Any other reproduction is permitted subject to the requirement  
that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source on all copies as follows: Statistics  
Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001E, along with date and page references.  
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Subject Reference period Release date 

Agricultural financial statistics 1993 April 24, 1995 
Annual demographic statistics 1994 April 12, 1995 
Annual estimates of employment, 

earnings and hours 1983-1994 April 19, 1995 
Apparent per capita consumption of red 

meats 1994 April 28, 1995 
Average prices of selected farm inputs April 1995 April 28, 1995 

Building permits February 1995 April 3, 1995 
Business patterns December 1994 April 5, 1995 

Canada's international transactions in 
securities February 1995 Apri 25, 1995 

Canadian economic observer April 1995 Apri 20, 1995 
Canadian international merchandise trade February 1995 Apri 19, 1995 
Characteristics of international travellers Fourth quarter 1994 Apri 26, 1995 
Civil aviation February 1995 Apri 24, 1995 

Fourth quarter 1994 Apri 3, 1995 
January 1995 Apri 7, 1995 

Coal and coke February 1995 Apri 28, 1995 
Composite index March 1995 Apri 19, 1995 
Construction union wage rate index March 1995 Apri 21, 1995  
Construction-type plywood February 1995 Apri 26, 1995 
Consumer price index March 1995 Apri 21, 1995 
Corrugated boxes and wrappers March 1995 Apri 27, 1995 
Crushing statistics February 1995 Apri 3, 1995 

Dairy review February 1995 Apri 13, 1995 
Deliveries of major grains February 1995 Apri 5, 1995 
Department store sales February 1995 Apri 21, 1995 
Department store sales, advance release March 1995 Apri 21, 1995 
Domestic and, international shipping October to December 1994 Apri 28, 1995 

Egg production February 1995 Apri 10, 1995 
Electric lamps First quarter 1995 Apri 25, 1995  

March 1995 Apri 25, 1995 
Electric power February 1995 Apri 28, 1995 

Catalogue 11-001E (Français 11-001F) ISSN 0827-0465 

Canad'â 1.1 Statistics 	Statistique 
Canada 	Canada 
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Subject 
	

Reference period 
	

Release date 

Electric storage batteries 
Electric utility construction price indexes 
Employment equity data repo rt  
Employment, earnings and hours 
Energy supply and demand 
Estimates of labour income 
Export and import  price indexes 

Farm product prices 
Financial and operating statistics for 

marine carriers 
Focus on culture 

Help-wanted index 
Hog inventories 

Industrial chemicals and synthetic resins 
Industrial monitor 
Industrial product price index 
Innovation and technology survey 

Labour force survey 
Labour market and income data guide 

Mineral wool including fibrous glass 
insulation 

Monthly survey of manufacturing 

National balance sheet accounts: national 
wealth 

New housing price index 
New motor vehicle sales 

Oil pipeline transpo rt  
Oils and fats 

Pack of apples and apple products 
Particleboard, waferboard and fibreboard 
Passengers and cargo 
Poultry production 
Preliminary boundaries of census 

agglomerations with urban core 
populations under 50,000 

Processed fruits and vegetables 
Production and disposition of tobacco 

products 
Production, shipments and stocks of 

sawmills east of the Rockies 
Production, shipments and stocks of 

sawmills in British Columbia  

February 1995 
1993 
March 1995 
February 1995 
Third quarter 1994 
January 1995 
February 1995 

February 1995 

1993 
Spring 1995 

March 1995 
April 1, 1995 

February 1995 
April 1995 
March 1995 
1993 

March 1995 
1995 	• 

March 1995 
February 1995 

1994 
February 1995 
February 1995 

January 1995 
February 1995 

1993 
February 1995 
Second quarter 1994 
April 28, 1995 

1996 Census 
February 1995 

March 1995 

February 1995 

February 1995 

April 6, 1995 
April 27, 1995 
April 6, 1995 
April 27, 1995 
April 13, 1995 
April 6, 1995 
April 19, 1995 

April 12, 1995 

April 13, 1995 
April 18, 1995 

April 6, 1995 
April 28, 1995 

April 7, 1995 
April 20, 1995 
April 26, 1995 
April 28, 1995 

April 7, 1995 
April 28, 1995 

April 26, 1995 
April 18, 1995 

April 20, 1995 
April 11, 1995 
April 11, 1995 

April 5, 1995 
April 10, 1995 

April 12, 1995 
April 11, 1995 
April 7, 1995 
April 28, 1995 

April 10, 1995 
April 12, 1995 

April 24, 1995 

April 25, 1995 

April 26, 1995 

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E 



• 

INDEX: April 1995  

Subject  Reference period  Release date  

Productivity, hourly compensation and  

unit labour cost  1994  Apri  21, 1995  
Public sector finance  1994/95  Apri  4, 1995  
Public-use microdata file on individuals  

on CD-ROM  1991 Census  Apri  11, 1995  
Pulpwood and wood residue  February 1995  Apri  5, 1995  

Quarterly demographic statistics  October-December 1994  Apri  6, 1995  
Quarterly financial statistics for  

enterprises  Fourth quarter 1994  Apri  11, 1995  

Railway carloadings  February 1995  Apri  3, 1995  
Seven-day period ending March 14, 1995  Apri  7, 1995  
Seven-day period ending March 21, 1995  Apri  20, 1995  
10-day period ending March 31, 1995  Apri  27, 1995  

Raw materials price index  March 1995  Apri  26, 1995  
Raw materials price index, early estimate  March 1995  Apri  10, 1995  
Real gross domestic product at factor  

cost by industry  February 1995  Apri  28, 1995  
Restaurants, caterers and taverns  February 1995  Apri  13, 1995  

January 1995  Apri  6, 1995  
Retail trade  February 1995  Apri  24, 1995  

Sales of natural gas  February 1995  Apri  18, 1995  
Seeding intentions for the principal field  

crops  March 1995  Apri  28, 1995  
Selected financial indexes  March 1995  Apri  21, 1995  
Shipments of rolled steel  February 1995  Apri  12, 1995  
Short-term expectations survey  Apri  4, 1995  
Soft drinks  March 1995  Apri  19, 1995  
Specified domestic electrical appliances  February 1995  Apri  4, 1995  
Steel pipe and tubing  February 1995  Apri  7, 1995  
Steel primary forms  February 1995  Apri  7, 1995  

Week ending April 1, 1995  Apri  6, 1995  
Week ending April 8, 1995  Apri  13, 1995  
Week ending April 15, 1995  Apri  20, 1995  
Week ending April 22, 1995  Apri  27, 1995  

Steel wire and specified wire products  February 1995  Apri  10, 1995  
Stocks of food commodities in cold  

storage and other warehouses  1994  Apri  28, 1995  
Stocks of frozen meat products  April 1, 1995  Apri  28, 1995  
Stocks of frozen poultry meat  April 1, 1995  Apri  24, 1995  
Sugar sales  March 1995  Apri  10, 1995  

Telephone statistics  February 1995  Apri  20, 1995  
Touriscope: International travel (national  

and provincial counts)  Fourth quarter 1994  Apri  13, 1995  
Travel between Canada and other  

countries  February 1995  Apri  18, 1995  
Travel-log  Spring 1995  Apri  10, 1995  
Tuberculosis  1993  Apri  12, 1995  
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Subject 
	

Reference period 	 Release date 

Unemployment insurance 	February 1995 
Unemployment insurance statistics 

(number of contributors and their 
contributions) 	 1993 

Wholesale trade 	 February 1995 
Work absence rates 	 1977 to 1994 
World trade database on compact disc 	1980-1993 

April 25, 1995 

April 3, 1995 

April 24, 1995 
April 19, 1995 
April 3, 1995 
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