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Mortality rates for several types of cancers among men and women have slowed markedly over
the past decade. However, among men, the mortality rate for prostate cancer is rising steadily.
Among women, the epidemic of lung cancer continues.
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Canadian cancer statistics
1996

The 1996 edition of Canadian cancer statistics is a collaborative effort of Statistics Canada, the National
Cancer Institute of Canada, Health Canada, the Canadian Cancer Society, and the cancer registries of
the provinces and territories. This report presents estimates of cancer incidence and mortality for 1996,
historical (actual and estimated) data from 1969 to 1996, and selected indicators of the burden of cancer.
Special topics featured this year include trends in prostate cancer, the direct costs of cancer in Canada,
and an evaluation of the cancer estimates published from 1987 to 1991.

Canadian cancer statistics, 1996 (uncatalogued) is now available from the Health Statistics Division
(613-8951-1746), Statistics Canada, and from the Canadian Cancer Society.
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MAJOR RELEASES

Cancer statistics
1996

Mortality rates for several types of cancers have slowed
markedly over the past decade. However, among men,
mortality and incidence rates for prostate cancer are
rising steadily. Among women, the epidemic of lung
cancer continues.

The overall cancer mortality rate among Canadian
men has been gradually declining since the peak in
1988. Decreasing. mortality rates for lung, colorectal
and several other cancers are responsible for the drop.
Among women, the overall 'cancer mortality rate has
remained stable; however, it would have declined by
12% between 1971 and 1996 if the lung cancer rate
had not increased substantially.

An estimated 129,200 new cases of cancer will
be diagnosed in Canadians of all ages in 1996. This
represents an average increase of about 3,000 new
cases per year over the past quarter century. In
addition, an estimated 61,800 Canadians will die from
cancer this year. Deaths have increased by about
1,200 per year over the past 25 years.

The major factor in the steadily rising caseload has
been the rapidly aging population—a trend that will
continue. In 1971, 12% of the population was aged 60
or over, compared with 16% in 1996 and a projected
22% in 2016.

In 1993, cancer cost the country’s health care
system at least $3.5 billion, three-quarters of which was
spent on hospital care. Costs have increased from $1.9
biltion in 1986, reflecting the higher caseload.

Note to readers

The estimates were produced by modelling actual cancer
incidence and mortality data by province for selected cancer
sites. Actual data from 1984 to 1991 or to 1992 were used to
compute incidence estimates for 1996. Data from 1984 to 1993
were used to compute 1996 monrtality estimates. The overall (all
causes) incidence estimates for 1996 exclude approximately
62,500 cases of non-melanoma skin cancer.

Montality rate is defined as the number of deaths per
100,000 persons in the population. Incidence rate is the number
of new cases per 100,000 persons. Rates used in this release
were adjusted for changes in the age distnbution of the
population over time.

Overall cancer mortality decreases among men

The overall cancer mortality rate for men has
declined slightly but steadily from a high of 253 per
100,000 in 1988 to an estimated 241 per 100,000 in
1996. (These rates are adjusted for changes in the age
distribution of the population over time.) This reduction
occurred among men in all age groups under 60,
whereas the rates were stable at older ages.

Lung cancer mortality has declined from 81 to
78 per 100,000 over the same nine-year period, a
reflection of the declining use of tobacco among men
since the mid-1960s. Among the other cancers that
are leading causes of death among men, mortality
rates have fallen for colorectal cancer (from 28 per
100,000 in 1988 to 24 per 100,000 in 1996) and
stomach cancer (from 13 to 9 per 100,000). Other
cancers that have decreased during this nine-year
period include testicular cancer, pancreatic cancer and
Hodgkin’s disease.
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Source: Health Statistics Division, Statistics Canada.

However, the mortality rates for prostate cancer

are still rising (from 25 per 100,000 in 1969 to 32 per
100,000 in 1996), and the incidence rates are climbing

even faster (from 54 per 100,000 in 1969 to 124 per
100,000 in 1996). The increase in incidence, which has
been particularly marked since 1990, is due mainly to .
wider use of various tests for the early detection of this
cancer, including the test for prostate-specific antigen
(PSA), introduced in 1990.

The incidence of prostate cancer has surpassed
that of lung cancer. Moreover, prostate cancer is now
the most commonly diagnosed cancer in Canadian
men; 1 in 9 will develop prostate cancer and 1 in 27
will die of the disease. Nonetheless, it ranks second to
lung cancer as a cause of cancer death.

Overall cancer mortality remains stable among
women

Among women, trends in mortality and incidence
rates for all forms of cancer combined have remained
stable since 1984. In fact, mortality rates have declined
for women under 60. This is due primarily to declining
mortality from colorectal and breast cancers among
women aged 30 to 59.

By contrast, cancer mortality rates have risen
among women aged 60 to 79, due largely to higher
lung cancer mortality in these age groups. Since 1966,
smoking rates among women have declined only
slightly. Smoking rates among young women (aged 15
to 19) are now higher than those among young men.

Among women, increases in lung cancer mortality
have been offset by decreases in mortality due to
colorectal, bladder and stomach cancers, as well as
Hodgkin’s disease. In fact, if lung cancer rates had
stayed the same and not quadrupled, overall cancer
mortality for women would have declined by 12% since
1971,

Encouragingly, the previously stable rate for breast
cancer showed a small decrease in 1993, dropping
to the lowest rate recorded during the 1969-t0-1993
period.
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Canadian cancer statistics, 1996 is a collaborative
effort of Statistics Canada, the National Cancer
Institute of Canada, the Canadian Cancer Society,
" Health Canada and the cancer registries of the
provinces and territories.

Limited copies of Canadian cancer statistics, 1996
are available from the Canadian Cancer Society (Suite
200, 10 Alcorn Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, M4V 3Bf1;
phone 416-961-7223), the Health Statistics Division

of Statistics Canada (613-951-1746), local offices of
the Canadian Cancer Society, and Statistics Canada’s
Regional Reference Centres.

For further information on this release, contact
Leslie Gaudette (613-951-1740) or Judy Lee
(613-951-1775), Health Statistics Division; Kerstin
Ring or David Stones (416-961-7223), Canadian
Cancer Society / National Cancer Institute of Canada;
or Sylvie Patry (613-957-2988), Health Canada.

Estimated new cases and deaths for selected cancer sites

1996
Site New cases Deaths

Total Male Female Total Male Female
All cancers 129,200 68,600 60,600 61,800 33,600 28,200
Lung 20,000 12,400 7,600 17,000 11,000 6,000
Breast (female) 18,600 . 18,600 5,300 5,300
Prostate 18,200 18,200 4,200 4,200
Colorectal 16,300 8,800 7,500 6,200 3,300 2,900
Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 5,300 2,900 2,400 2,300 1,200 1,100
Bladder 4,450 3,300 1,150 1,320 920 400
Kidney 4,050 2,500 1,550 1,350 830 520
Leukemia 3,250 1,800 1,450 2,010 1,100 910
Melanoma 3,100 1,650 1,450 640 390 250
Oral 3,090 2,200 890 1,070 770 300
Stomach 3,000 1,950 1,050 2,000 1,200 800
Body of uterus 3,000 3,000 620 , 620
Pancreas 2,900 1,350 1,550 2,950 1,450 1,500
Brain 2,230 1,250 980 1,430 790 640
Ovary 2,100 2,100 1,350 1,350
Multiple myeloma 1,510 820 690 1,100 580 520
Larynx 1,360 1,100 260 560 470 90
Cervix 1,350 1,350 390 390
Hodgkin’s disease 820 420 400 140 75 65
Testis ) 770 770 25 25
All other sites 13,800 7,200 6,600 9,800 5,300 4,500

. Figures not appropriate or not applicable.
Note:  Figures exclude the estimated 62,500 cases of non-melanoma skin cancer.
Source: Health Statistics Division, Statistics Canada.
|
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OTHER RELEASES

Raw materials price index, early estimate
January 1996

The raw materials price index (RMPI) decreased an
estimated 1.2% from December 1995 to January 1996.
Except for the wood index (+1.8%), all the major
components declined: metals (-4.8%), mineral fuels
(-1.9%), and vegetable and animal products (-0.7%).
The RMPI excluding mineral fuels fell 1.0% in
January 1996.

This early estimate of the January 1996 index
is based on partial returns and other indicators. The
regular index will be published at the end of this month.

For further information on this release, contact
Paul-Roméo Danis (613-951-3350, fax: 613-951-2848),
Client Services Unit, Prices Division. [ |

Dairy review
Fourth quarter 1995

In the fourth quarter of 1995, creamery butter

production totalled 23 300 tonnes, a 10.7% increase
from a year earlier. Cheddar cheese production
amounted to 30 150 tonnes, a 5.6% rise from the
fourth quarter of 1994.

An estimated 1 750 000 kilolitres of milk were sold
off farms for all purposes during the September-to-
November 1995 period. This brought the total estimate
of milk sold off farms during the first 11 months of
1995 to 6.6 million kilolitres, a 2.2% increase over the
January-to-November 1994 period.

Available on CANSIM: matrices 3428, 5632-5638,
5650-5661, 5664-5667 and 5673.

The fourth quarter 1995 issue of The dairy review
(23-001QXPB, $35/$115) will be released shortly. See
"How to order publications".

For further information on this release, contact
Debbie Dupuis (613-951-2553), Agriculture Division. m
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PUBLICATIONS RELEASED

Pulpwood and wood residue statistics,

December 1995

Catalogue number 25-001-XPB

(Canada: $7/$70; United States: US$9/US$84; other
countries: US$10/US$98).

Oils and fats, amended survey, October 1995
Catalogue number 32-006-XPB

(Canada: $6/$60; United States: US$8/US$72 other
countries: US$9/US$84).

Footwear statistics, quarter ended December 1995
Catalogue number 33-002-XPB

(Canada: $8/$24; United States: US$9/US$29; other
countries: US$11/US$34).

Building permits, December 1995

Catalogue number 64-001-XPB

(Canada: $24/$240; United States: US$29/US$288;
other countries: US$34/US$336).

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum
requirements of American National Standard for information
Sciences - Permanence of Paper for Printed Library
Materials, ANSI Z39.48 - 1984.

©®

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics
Canada. © Minister of Industry, 1996. Citation in newsprint,
magazine, radio, and television reporting is permitted subject to the
requirement that Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source.
Any other reproduction is permitted subject to the requirement that
Statistics Canada is acknowledged as the source on all copies as
follows: Statistics Canada, The Daily, catalogue 11-001E, along with
date and page references.

How to order publications

Order The Daily and other publications by phone:

From other countries call:
Or fax your order to us:

In Canada and the United States call:

For address changes: Please refer to your customer account number.

To order a publication by mail write: Sales and Service, Marketing Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers add 7% GST.

Statistics Canada Regional Reference Centres provide a full range of the Agency’s products and services.
For the reference centre nearest you, check the blue pages or your telephone directory under Statistics Canada.

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Simplify your data search with Statistics Canada Catalogue, 1994 (11-204E, $15; United States: US$18; other countries: US$21).
Its keyword index will guide you to statistics on Canada’s social and economic activity.

Please refertothe e« Title ¢ Catalogue number ¢ Volume number < Issue number ¢ Your VISA or MasterCard number.

1-800-267-6677
1-613-951-7277
1-613-951-1584
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REGIONAL REFERENCE CENTRES

Statistic Canada’s Regional Reference Centres offer a full range of the Agency’s products and services. Each
reference centre is equipped with a library and sales counter where you can consult or purchase publications,
diskettes, CD-ROM discs, microfiche, maps and more.

Each centre has facilities to retrieve information from CANSIM and E-STAT, Statistics Canada’s data retrieval
systems. A telephone inquiry service is available with toll-free access for those located outside local calling areas.
Many other valuable services—from seminars to consultations—are also offered. For information, contact your
nearest Regional Reference Centre.

Newfoundiand and Labrador, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

North American Life Centre

1770 Market Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3M3

Local calls: (902) 426-5331
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-902-426-9538

Quebec

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Suite 412, East Tower

Guy Favreau Complex

200 René Lévesque Blvd. W.
Montréal, Québec

H2Z 1X4

Local calls: (514) 283-5725
Tol! free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-514-283-9350

National Capital Region
Statistical Reference Centre (NCR)
Statistics Canada

Lobby, R.H. Coats Building
Holland Avenue

Tunney’s Pasture

Ottawa, Ontanio

K1A 0T6

I outside the local calling area,
please dial the toll free number for
your province.

Local calls: (613) 951-8116

Fax: 1-613-951-0581

Ontario

Advisory Services
Statistics Canada

10% Floor

Arthur Meighen Building
25 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, Ontario

M4T 1M4

Local calls: (416) 973-6586
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-416-973-7475

Manitoba

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Suite 300, MacDonald Building
344 Edmonton Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3B 3L9

Local calls: (204) 983-4020
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-204-983-7543

Saskatchewan
Advisory Services
Statistics Canada
Avord Tower, Sth Floor
2002 Victoria Avenue
Regina, Saskatchewan
S4P OR7

Local calls: (306) 780-5405
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-306-780-5403

Southern Alberta

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

First Street Plaza, Room 401
138-4th Avenue Southeast
Calgary, Alberta

T2G 426

Local calls: (403) 292-6717
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-403-292-4958

Alberta and the Northwest
Territories

Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

8th Floor, Park Square
10001 Bellamy Hill
Edmonton, Alberta

T5J 3B6

Local calls: (403) 495-3027
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-403-495-5318

British Columbia and the Yukon
Advisory Services

Statistics Canada

Library Square Tower, Suite 600
300 West Georgia Street
Vancouver, B.C.

V6B 6C7

Local calls: (604) 666-3691
Toll free: 1-800-263-1136
Fax: 1-604-666-4863

Telecommunications Device for
the Hearing Impaired
Toll free:’ 1-800-363-7629

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001E
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Let us show you how to take advantage of the multitude of
data available from Canada’s leading statistical agency.

tatistics Canada is the first-hand
source of information about
Canada, its economy, its institutions
and its people. We collect and
maintain hundreds of databases of
reliable information; from
patterns in family expen-

Our highly trained staff:

B can analyze and interpret your
. customized data pacl(ages
g prowde you with ongoing support

through our telephone enquiry service
| & offer workshops and seminars on a
wide range of topics

|
|

We can even conduct surveys
tailored to your special-
ized requirements.

ditures to international
trade statistics; from
details on Canadians’
health and educational

National ENOI.IIRIES line:*1- .800-263- 1136
“National ORDER: Iine 11-800-267 6677
National D Ime- -800-363 7629

SR Atlanm'kaegion
Servmg Newfound/dnd No

qualifications to employ-
ment and labour trends.
We can produce com-
prehensive profiles of
Canada's society and
economy using the data
from over 400 surveys.

OurAdvisory Services
team of expert consult-
ants is here to he|p you
discover Statistics
Canada. We will work
with you to define your
needs, sift through our :
vast resources and put Local ealls:
together an information B
package designed to
meet those needs.

Local galls: {4

In today's complex
social and economic
climates, accurate and .
up-to-date information is
an essential tool for
performing such detail-
intensive tasks as
researching, planning,
tedching or analyzing,
Rely on the expertise at
Statistics Canada to
provide you with the
information and services

'you need, quicl<|y,

professionally and cost
Ffect|ve|y

Call us today and
discover how to get our
numbers working for
you!

56729000328




