
Unravelling the story about household
textile and e-waste disposal
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Canadian households 
sent 10,848,238 
tonnes of waste to 
landfills and 
incinerators in 2018.

This represents about 
725 kilograms 
per household.

Canadians diverted 
105,270 tonnes of e-waste 
from going to landfills and
incinerators in 2018.

In 2018, 58,895 tonnes of textile waste were diverted from going 
to landfills and incinerators.
Households accounted for 58,407 tonnes.
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2019 

Put them in the garbage

Took or sent them to a depot 
or drop-off centre

Returned them to a 
supplier/retailer

Donated or gave them away

Repaired or sold them

Still had them

As a % of households that had this type of unwanted device to dispose of

Computers
TVs or computer 

monitors Cellphones
Gaming 

equipment
Audio/visual 

equipment
Landline
phones

Printers and 
fax machines

Microwave
ovens

Source: Statistics Canada, Households and the Environment Survey, 2017 and 2019, and Waste Management Industry Survey, 2018.
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Disposal methods for household textile waste, 2017 and 2019

Disposal methods for household e-waste, 2017 and 2019

In 2019, 43% of 
households reported 
they had e-waste to 
dispose of and most of 
it was sent to a depot 
or drop-off centre.
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Put them in the garbage

Took or sent them to a depot
or drop-off centre

% of households that had
textiles to dispose of

Returned them to a supplier/retailer

Donated or gave them away

Sold them

Still had them

As a % of households that had textiles to dispose of
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