Impact of the
low-fee universal childcare

program in Quebec, 1998 to 2015

Quebec’s low-fee childcare program was launched
in 1997. The trends in unpaid childcare and paid
employment from 1998 te 2015 in Quebec can help
to inform the universal childcare program being
implemented by the Government of Canada.

Childcare provided by Women

parents, or unpaid provided
childcare, was valued at two-t.hirds. of the
5284 billion in 2015, unpaid childcare

their children

or roughly 159o of Canada's received in 2015.

gross domestic product.

Across Canada, women spent more time on unpaid childcare and were less likely to be in

paid employment compared with men. However, women in Quebec fared better after the
province's low-fee childcare program was implemented.

In 2015, women in Quebec tended to spend Women in Quebec were also more likely to be
fewer hours per week providing childcare at in paid employment than women at the
home than women at the national level. national level.
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The 7-percentage-point difference in the employment
m rates of women with children in Quebec and women with

children in Canada was valued at $2.8 billion in 2015.. L I ) |
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