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Legend:
Una�ordable housing: A household that spends more 
than 30% of its income on shelter cost.

Inadequate housing: A household that lives in a dwelling 
in need of major repairs.

Unsuitable housing: A household that does not have enough 
bedrooms according to the National Occupancy Standard.

Core housing need: 
Core housing need refers to whether a private household's housing falls below 
at least one of the indicator thresholds for housing adequacy, a�ordability or 
suitability, and would have to spend 30% or more of its total before-tax income 
to pay the median rent of alternative local housing that is acceptable (attains all 
three housing indicator thresholds).

77.1%
20.0%

5.3%4.4% 13.0%
and/or

and/or

and/or

5.5%

CANADA

N.L.

P.E.I.

N.S.N.B.

Que.
Ont.

Man.

Sask.

Alta.

B.C.

Y.T.

N.W.T. Nvt.

13.1%

13.2% 32.9%

13.4%

9.9%

10.3%
10.1%

12.1%
6.0%

6.2% 10.0%

7.0%

8.0%

10.1%

Households in core housing need live in 
an unsuitable, inadequate or unaffordable 
dwelling and cannot afford alternative 
housing in their community. 
More than 1 in 10 households in core housing need face 
more than one housing challenge
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Core housing need rates are highest
in Canada’s primary downtowns

In 2021, 1 in 10 households were 
in core housing need
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