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Subject:  EXTENDING THE SERVICE PERIOD FOR
INFLATABLE LIFE RAFTS

Purpose

This bulletin provides information regarding the use of the extended service period of two years (24 months) for
inflatable survival equipment as per Schedule IV of the Life Saving Equipment Reqgulations (LSER).

Scope

This bulletin applies to all vessels carrying inflatable survival equipment, which includes inflatable life rafts, that
benefit from the extended servicing interval of two years (24 months) in the LSER, and incorporated in the Fishing
Vessel Safety Requlations and the Small Vessel Regulations.

What you need to know

Inflatable survival equipment, which includes inflatable life rafts carried on board vessels, are serviced annually to
ensure its proper deployment in all operating conditions and ensure that inflatable survival equipment is maintained
in a safe manner in order to reduce the risk associated with the impact of environmental conditions (i.e., humidity,
temperature variation, freeze-thaw cycles).

In order to qualify for the 24 months extended servicing period, when the vessel operates less than seven months per
year, the vessel must operate only during months in which the monthly historical average daily minimum air
temperature is greater than 0°C according to the climate data, compiled by Environment and Climate Change
Canada, from the Canadian Climate Normals station closest to the vessel’s area of operation.
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Schedule 1V of the LSER outlines the requirements for servicing inflatable survival equipment. It is important to
check that the safety equipment contained in the life raft does not expire before the next scheduled servicing (e.g.,
pyrotechnic distress signals?, seasickness medicine, etc.).

Authorized representatives of vessels using the 24-month service interval are reminded to complete an Extension
Record for Life Raft Servicing Form (85-0418) or another record that contains the equivalent information, submit
a copy to their local Transport Canada Marine Safety and Security Office and retain a copy on board the vessel, as
this information must be provided on request of an inspector during an inspection to demonstrate compliance with
the LSER.

This regulatory amendment will come into effect six months following final publication in the Canada Gazette
Part I1.

! Section 123 of the LSER requires that every pyrotechnic distress signal carried on a vessel be disposed of after
four years of manufacture at the most.
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