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were under the age of 40

were cisgender female

have more than high
school education

lived in stable housing

of those born outside of
Canada have been living in 
Canada for less than 10 years

self-reported currently living with HIV

self-reported ever been told they have hepatitis C infection

STBBI prevention, 
testing and 
treatment services

Who participated?

Feelings of safety Employment and financial security Food security

HIV and hepatitis C prevalence

Mental health status Discrimination

Accessed or wanted to access

1556 people who self-identified as African,
Caribbean or Black

Manitoba
1%

Saskatchewan
2%

Alberta
11%

Ontario
43%

Atlantic
Provinces

17%

British
Columbia

11%

Quebec
13%

Territories
2%

felt less safe in their home 
during the pandemic

lost work hours or stopped 
working during the pandemic

experienced food insecurity 
during the pandemic

79% with poor mental health in general
reported their mental health worsened 
during the pandemic 62% 

who often experienced discrimination when
accessing healthcare services before the 
pandemic reported they experienced more 
during the pandemic

Changes in mental health since the start of the 
pandemic based on mental health of participants 

at the time of the survey

Changes in experienced discrimination when accessing 
healthcare services since the start of the pandemic based 

on discrimination experienced before the pandemic
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Mental health in general at the time of survey

Better

Excellent or
very good 
(n = 733)

Good
 (n = 405)

Fair
 (n = 321)

Poor
 (n = 94)

About the same Worse
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Frequency of experienced discrimination in the year before
the COVID-19 pandemic

Decrease

Never 
(n = 290)

Rarely
 (n = 158)

Sometimes
 (n = 264)

Often
 (n = 93)

No Change Increase

14

30

56

37

25

39

59

20

22

79

9

13

22

114

67

36

13

51

62

17

20

7

89

51% 
66% 

10%
1%

88% 

94% 

53% 

Among all participants
(n=1281)

Among participants who used
substances (n=724)

9%
substance use 
and treatment 
services

5%
harm
reduction
services

3%
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How has COVID-19 impacted 
access to STBBI-related services,
including harm reduction 
services, for African, Caribbean 
and Black people in Canada?
Findings from the  Survey on the Impact of COVID-19
on access to STBBI-related services, including harm 
reduction services, for African, Caribbean and Black 
people in Canada.

The Public Health Agency of Canada, in collaboration with community
stakeholders*, conducted an online survey from May to July 2021.

*See Acknowledgements below for more information on our collaborators

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/datalab/covid-19-stbbi-acb-people.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/diseases-conditions/survey-impact-covid-19-access-stbbi-harm-reduction-services-african-caribbean-black-people.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/diseases-conditions/survey-impact-covid-19-access-stbbi-harm-reduction-services-african-caribbean-black-people.html
https://cocreath.com/files/APCI_Study_English_Hi_res.pdf
https://apci.research.sfu.ca/



