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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of the survey,v/as to le a r n where beaver 
might be stocked-to advantage i n the vrntersheds of the north and 
east slopes of Riding Mountain so as to help s t a b i l i z e the run-off. 

The w r i t e r made a reconnaisance on the ground i n July 
of Bald H i l l and, McKinnon creeks to assess watershed conditions. 

,' As a re s u l t of observations made then i t Yjas fecoramended that a 
-.survey be mede by a i r c r a f t to determine what creeks contain beaver 
colonies, Tihat creeks contain p o t e n t i a l beaver habitat but are 

:.devoid, of beaver, and in;which of the eroding creeks might the run­
off be s t a b i l i z e d bj' e s t a b l i s h i n g beaver colonies. 

The proposed suivey was approved by the Chief, Canadian 
-•Wildlife Service. I t was therefore carried out October 24-, 1957«. 

•NOTES ON'HISTORI OF BEA'TER I N RIDE^^^G IvlOUNTAIN 
• '••_ pjiEK : 

In a l e t t e r to the D i r e c t o r , dated February 12, 1936, J , 
•Smart, then Park Superintendent reported that old beaver sign was 
abundant in the park but due to settlement, poaching, and f i r e , 
beaver h.3.D been much reduced. In 193& he knew of only 12 colonies. 
One was i n 'the B i r d t a i l V a l l e y near the south park boundary. The 
•remainder .'were in the .main body of the park east of the centre of 

. .liange 21, Towrship 20, 21, and 22': on Vvhitewater Creek, J a c k f i s h 
Greek, V e r m i l l i o n .River, and Swanson Creek, 

, ;. In early September of 19A7 fourteen beaver were shipped 
•from, Waskesiu and released i n the headwaters of Ochre River and i n 
,Slk,Lake. ; • . . ' 

: Aug-'ast 11, 194-9 fourteen beaver shipped from Waskesiu 
were released i n the Teepee Creek area. 

•-:•:,,..:•.- • .In 1952 Charles Stanton of P . F . R.A. requested that 28 
.beaver be supplied from Prince Albert National Park f o r release by 
helicopter i n Riding Mountain National Park. The beaver were trapped, ' 
.but.as the he l i c o p t e r was not ava i l a b l e the t r a n s f e r was cancelled. 
'The.beaverwers released near Waskesiu, 

. PI-IOCEDUFE: OF CURPF;NT SVWEI 

A Cessna 180 on wheels p i l o t e d by J . Vifall was chartered from • 
.Maple Leaf ,Aviation, Brandon. Chief Warden J . A l l a n , and V.'arden B. 
Eecl. p a r t i c i p a t e d as observers. ! 

I 

•:'/''& route was sketched on a niap, following the principal creeks 
of the eastern and northern slopes, p a r t i c u l a r l y those .known to be 
:,.actively eroding. The route was planned so as to follow one creek from 
•where i t . l e . f t the, park or where .it reached level countiy to i t s source, 
•then'follow the next creek from i t s source to the park boundary and ' 
so..on, •,•,•/•••"•• 

. • . • An attempt was made to f l y the survey October 21. However 
snow and i c i n g conditions forced us to turn back from the v i c i n i t y of 
Norgate.,; ••.'.,.,, 



.;/', .'.October. 24 the sky cleared and f l y i n g conditions were excellent 
thfoughbiit the-survey.V At the time of the survey the smaller lakes were 
frozW. over'and there was a l i g l i t snow cover. That tended to make i t 
more.'d.iff i c u l f .to see beaver colonies. In the area containing creeks 1 
to :10 trie; snov/: vras less deep and probably no colonies were missed. On 
creeks 12'.to'16 some' colonies raay have been missed as the snow was deeper, 

• '!. :• •• .'•-The route flovni i s aiiown on the accompanying map. Creeks are 
designated by nimibers, using a, b,' c» etc. to designate forks i n the 
case of branched creeks. . S i tes of e x i s t i n g beaver colonies are designated 
by'an. X. .Sites i n ^vhich s t o c k i n g o f beaver i s recommended are designated 
by a c i r c l e . . .. .-' 

RE:SULT3 

B r i e f comi-n.ents on each creek were recorded during the f l i g h t . 
.They'are. presented'here: ' ' 

.1.' .'Upper.'part i n au a l l v a l l e y . Creek bordered by sedges, willows, 
' ;•: : •.'.and'aspens. 'S'low of water i s lov; at present. Lower part has 

,.,.:'. .'. . stesp 'gradient with a bottom of gravel and boulders. Upper part 
.' . ̂  i s s u i t a b l e for beaver and should be stocked. 

.", 2.,. Present flow i s s l i g h t . . Lower part has steep gradient, margins of 
b i r c h , aspen, and v;illow, and some cut banks of shale and gravel. 
.Recoisaend stocking beaver i n small lake at head of south f o r k . 

•:'.••;-'.'-3'.'..".:D6ad.Ox< Creek - From wher© i t f i r s t becomes recognizable as a 
'•••••'i'.'••' creek;;the' gradient i s steep. The bottom i s boulder strewn. South 

•>.•'•;;•...•;'facing, slopes''are eroding i n many places. Game t r a i l s are numerous. 
'.; .••'•."•:) Aspen i s abundant. Recommend stocking beaver i n lIcKinnon Lake. 

. .':4, .-•Similar to-3. Gradient too steep f o r beaver to es t a b l i s h . No s i t e 
'.;• '; -.'.,:-_.for beaver at head. ' • 

-',•;; 5. (a) .Lower part has steep gradient, but upper part has more gradual 
•.'.;:..; .flo-;^. and .has. plenty of food a v a i l a b l e . Beaver should be stocked 
;./•.-• :;.: hear, the head of the crsek.. 

;.:.\..5;-;{b.);_';3.iiailar- to- 5 a. . Beaver should be stocked near head of creek. 

'•'"•-•.5. (c!). -.Bald K i l l Greek - Lower part has steep gradient with eroding 
..'...•̂̂-̂ ..̂̂  Headvraters have plenty of food f o r beaver, and 

••.-'Vmeadovvs which'could be damraed. Recommend stocking beaver at 
.;.-..', two s i t e s on'headwaters. 

•'5.{d) ..Too short and steep f o r beaver. 

5. C.e),. Upper part i s too steep i n gradient f o r beaver but. lower part . 
raeanders through l e v e l area with aspen margins. Recommend 

,'..'.stocking,beaver about 1 mile above park boundary. 

. 5. (a) ,;,Suitable .site f o r beaver at head but re s t of creek i s too steep 
.;''.aiid'.stony,; 'RGCOmmend- stocking beaver at head.' 

6, (b). '• McKinnon Creek - One colonj/ of beaver on a snye off the creek 
• ......'..̂'near Warden Station. No good s i t e s f o r beaver stocking on creek 

•'...•,•; .•"•'.'''itself.. Lov/er part too steep, and upper part doesn't contain 
•; enough v^ater f o r beaver to s t a r t . However, a small pothole 

... .;• just north of -the head of the creek would be a sui t a b l e s i t e to 
- ' s t a r t beaver' and i t should be stocked. 



7. - Scott Greek - Upper part of the creek doesn ' t have enough 
.̂. ;vrater, to stock beaver and lower part i s too steep and s tony. 

lifitv-^'vTea lake empties' into both the V/hirlpool River system and 
Scott Creek., I t i s su i t a b l e f o r beaver and should be s tocked. 

,'... • ",, Beaver'might- gradually Baove from the lake down Scott Creek 
_'„:'- ,,, .'•.building dams. . ' . 
v..: - •.•'. •••'In f l y i n g from Scott Creek to Henderson Creek one beaver 
colony^ vra's observed' on a series of sloughs south of Henderson Creek 
¥Jarden S-b'ation. 

> .; 8.'' (a). - South Fork of Henderson Creek - Lower part of creek i s 
'-'.••.''•'•'•'.s strewn. Lake at head of creek i s s u i t a b l e 
'. '•:','for ,beaver and should be stocked. 

8. ( D ) - West fo r k of Henderson Creek - Head of creek appears t o 
be f a i r beaver habitat and should be stocked. Remainder of 

.. .isreek i s too steep and stony f o r beaver. 

•9o (a) - East fork of Ochre Hiver - Active colony of beaver i n 
;..'•• Boviert: Lake. F a i r beaver habitat i n upper p a r t s of creek. Ko 

need to stock more..beaver. 

••.••••'.•9.'̂( Fork of Ochre Kiver - Active beaver colony i n creek about 
... one quarter mile east of Slk Lake. Downstream from S l k Lake 

/..';,'.; the creek i s stony but has some favourable s i t e s f o r beaver. No 
,.••'•' need to stock more beaver. 

.. •9.'. (c) - Fork of Ochre i^iver - Upper part of creek i s gaod beaver 
/';•• . h a b i t a t . Active colony i n small lake north of lake at m i l e 142g. 

.••.,••.: No need to stock more beaver. 

9. ',',(d) .- Lower part of creek i s too steep and stony f o r beaver. 
.:•'•..v. ., Upper part more gradual but very l i t t l e water f o r stocking beaver. 

Lake on headwaters provides beaver habitat and should be stocked. 

'•••;;.10.',- Cravrford.Creek - Lov/er part of creek i s too steep i n gradient . 
'..';, . f o r beaver. • Active colony holding back a large pond on smal l 

•..tributary south of creek. Upper part of creek provides s u i t a b l e 
•.-•"•,• .':".. ha b i t a t . There are tv/o sedge ponds v;hich may be o l d beaver ponds. 
.;•;..'-• .Beaver should be stocked near head. 

i: .Ml. Edwards Creek' - Active colony east of highvjay below Edwards Lake* 
.'"-:,;,,.,•,;• Lower part. of creek i s too steep f o r beaver. 

•.'..IE.'Upper part of creek i s slov^ and meandering. Ko c o l o n i e s seen. 
^''i - Sam Q<yieT may have obscured them. Lower part of. creek i s steep 

'.•:';'••', j with gravel and boulder bottom. 

•. 15. "• Kennis^ Creek - Seven act i v e bieaver c o l o n i e s seen. 

'..• 14..;••.'west fo r k of V e r m i l l i o n Hivar - Four active beaver c o l o n i e s 
-;:•:•-"„•'.;'seen, one .on a small t r i b u t a r y to the west. Lower part of creek 
. . O . i s steep and,stony, and eroding. Upper part meandering and slow. 

y/.lS>t}:'h:i^y\xtaxY,'o-£. l^'/ilson Hiver - Three beaver colonies seen, two on ' 
.•'VV-,>;r̂ V;'';small t r i b u t a r y creeks. 

•r, 16.'. .-Tv;o beaver colonies seen. C i r c l e d area which was burned t h i s 
"•..;;•' :'•; siaiimer. • . • . • • • ; 



• ''BIG- CmSE OBSERVATIONS 

. Searching f o r sign of beaver and appraising habitat conditions 
r e q u i r e d ' f u l l a t t e n t i o n . For t h i s reason and because of difficulty in 
observing animals at t h i s time of year, big game observations were few. 
Fourteen moose and ten ellc wera seen. Nine of the moose v:ere in the 

A J - i c i n i t y of Roimd'Lake, Campbell Lake, and Rowland Lake in the southeast 
comer of the park and the remaining f i v e were on Edv;ards Creek. Of 
the.elk seen, one was on Campbell Lake, two on creek 9 d, six on Edwards 
Craek, and one on creek 13. 

DISGb'SSION 

• • . • Of £7 creeks or creek t r i b u t a r i e s surveyed, 11 contained actiire 
beaver'colonies, • 

A t o t a l ' of 24'beaver colonies v;ere seen in the survey. 

The.creeks of the north slope contain more beaver than those 
of the east slope. . 'This i s p a r t l y due to the f a c t that the area contains 
more sui t a b l e s i t e s f o r beaver. I t i s probably also partly due to the • 
•fact that a nucleus of beaver were preserved there in the 1930's when-
beaver, disappeared i n other parts of the park. From that nucleus beaver j 
.dispersed u n t i l now the c e n t r a l part of the park is moderately stocked / 
y^ith. beaver. 

REGOMMigmAlLONS 

I t i s recommended that beaver be stocked in sixteen sites on. 
'creek systens draining the east slope of Riding Mountain. The sites 
•are indicated by c i r c l e s on the attached map. 

Beaver should be pr-eserved throughout the Riding Mountain 
-Park. By s t a b i l i z i n g the rvm-off they tend to reduce the f i r e hazard. 
They also increase the value of the park as a stable source of water 
•.supply f o r the surrounding p l a i n s country. 

• . • Their important place as a member of the native fauna and 
t h e i r aesthetic value are obvious. 

I t may be. necessary from time to time to dispose of beaver 
•which dam c u l v e r t s , f l o o d roads etc. U n t i l the park becomes much more 
h e a v i l y stocked with beaver, nuisance beaver should be live-trapped and 
moved to other s i t e s , preferably those on the east slope. 

• •,. • The beaver f o r stocking i n the 15 sites proposed can best be' 
obtained from Prince Albert National Park. Due to the heavy beaver 
population there,, they can be most conveniently and economically trapped 
there.' Sxperience has shown that very ear l y summer or very late summer • • 
are the best periods f o r l i v e - t r a p p i n g beaver. Therefore the live-trapping 
can best be done i n Prince Albert National Park in late August and early 
Septamber. .The beaver can be trucked to Wasagaming from where they can 
be'distributed by four-v;heel drive v e h i c l e , team and wagon, and perhaps 
in,:afevj cases pack horses, 

• The student working i n the beaver study with the Canadian 
VJil'dlife Service i n Prince Albert National Park should be available.to 
•help with c e r t a i n phases of the beaver transfer. 



• ""'^'::Z:'y-'':''Ea.ch site should'be stocked w i t h at le a s t one p a i r of beaver 
-two years old-.or older. -Sites which seem to o f f e r e s p e c i a l l y favourable 
• cpnditiona from a standpoint of beaver establishment and watershed 
' iiiiproveiaent are as follovjs: the two s i t e s at the head of 5c, Tea Lake, 
.8a,:.9f, and 10. , 

•• ' • I f s u f f i c i e n t beaver are a v a i l a b l e to stock more than a p a i r 
.of beaver i n some s i t e s , those locations should receive p r i o r i t y . It 
.should be attempted to obtain 45 or 50 beaver f o r the tr a n s f e r . 

Donald R. Flook, 
I ' f i l d l i f e B i o l o g i s t . 

Jasper, Ata., 
December 7, 1957. 
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