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. AERIAL SUFVEY OF BEAVER IN WATERSHEDS OF IONAL LIBRARY
RASTERN AND NOPTHERN SLOPES OF RIDING

LOUNTATN, OCTOuu“, 1957,

INTRODUCTION

: The ou,pose of the survey was to learn where beaver
‘might be stocked to advant tage in the watersheds of the north and
~esst slopes of Rldlng Hountain so as to help stabilize the run-off,

_Lke writer made a reconnasisance on the ground in July
of Bala Hill and McKinnon creeks to assess watershed conditions,
_fAs a result of observations made then it was recommended that a
. $urvey be mzde by aircraft to determine what creeks contain beaver
colonies, what creeks ccntain potentisl beaver habitat but are
.devoid. of beaver, and iniwhich of the eroding creeks might the run-

L Y,

CI; be - stabilized bv es taohlshlng beaver colonles.

Ciot rPhe proposed survey was approved by the Chief, Canadisn -
ildli fe Snrv1ce. It was therefore carried out October 24, 237, 7

- NOTE“ ON HI?TORY OF BEAVER IN hIDIhG MOUNTAIN
: J\DK

In a letter to the Director, dated F Februery 12, 1936 J.
Smaru, ‘then Park Superintendent reported that old beaver sign was
"abundant in the park but due to settlpment, poaching, and fire,
béaverAh,d been much reduced, In 1936 he knew of only 12 colonies.
One was in the Birdtail Valley near the south park boundary.: The
remalnoer were in the main body of the park east of the centre of
fange 21, Township 20, 21, end 22: on Whitewater Creek, Jackfish
“eex Verm“llaon PlVr;, anc¢ Swanson Creek,

e '{zln early September of 1947 fourteen beaver were shipped
owfrom Waskesiu and released in the headwaters of Ochre Rlver and in
Elk Lake.a

S cufust 11, 1949 fourteen beaver shipped from Waskesiu

o mere rnleﬂsed in the Teepee Creek area,.

In 1952 Charles Stanton of P.F.R. A requested that 28
beevo“ be supplied from Prince Albert Nationel Park for release by
‘helicopter in Riding Mountain National Park. The beaver were trapped, '
‘but. as the helicopter was not available the transfer was cancelled
‘The baaver wers- released near‘”aakeSIu.

" PROCRDURE OF GURFENT ‘SURVEY

Cy

. A Cc ssna 180 on wheels piloted by J, Wall wes chartered from
le Lesf Avietion, Brandon, Chief Warden J, 4Allan, and Warden D,
eck- 1rt1¢1pated‘as observers,

o "# route was sketched on a mep, follow1nn the principal creeks

: o? the cagtevr and norvhern slopes, particularly those known to bs
.actively eroding, The route was plannud so as to follow one creek from

uhere it left the park or where it reached level country to its source,
hen fo]Wow the next - crnex from its source to'the park boundary and

s0. on. RIS :

P Jo4n at cmpt was made to fly the survey October 21, However
"-sncy:»l_anfQ icing COPdlthﬂq forced us to turn back from the viecinity of
Norgate. .. - :
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oy ﬂOé*obéruZé the sky cleared and flying conditions were excellent
throurbouf éne,'urvev., At the time of the sturvey the smaller lakes were
frozed uver dnd there was a light snow cover. That tended to make it
nors. Qlf;lcul* to see beaver colonies. In the area containing creeks 1
to ;10 tnevonor was’ less deep and probably no colonies were missed. On
c:ee;s,l “to’ 16 some coionles may have been missed as the snow was deeper,

,'.

L The route flown is Bhown on the accompanylng map. Creeks are
-\de31gnated by numbers, using a, b, c. etc. to designate forks in the

case of branched creeks. ©Sites of existing beaver colonies are designated
by an X, -Sites in which stocking.of beaver is recommended are designated
by a_#ircle. '

RESULTS

arlef commcnis on each creek were recorded during the flight.
hey are bresentea here- e ' : '

f,Upne%,nart 1n anall valley. Creek bordered by sedges, willows,
end ‘aspans.. Flow of water is low at present. Lower part has
stesd gradient with & bottom of gravel and boulders. Upper part
" :.is suitable for beaver and should be stocked.

s Preseant flow is slight, . Lower part has steep gradient, margias of
““birch, aspen, and willow, and some cut banks of shale and gravel.
" Recommend stocking beaver in smell lake at head of south fork.

" Dead Ox. Creek - From where it first becomes recognizable’ as a

creek 'the’ oradlent is steep. The bottom is boulder strewn. Soutk
1a01a5»uiovas ars eroding in many places. Game trails are numerous.
{nsven 10 abunaant. Recommend stocking beaver in McKinnon Lake.

ﬁimilsr to- 3. araﬂlent too stebb for beaver to establlsh. No site

~,.-Ji'or ocdvor atv Head ' : . |

( } “owe¢ part has steep gradient, but upper part has more gradual

S W, a nd_ hes plertv of food dvallao1e._ Beaver should be stocked
;‘deaﬂ th e of . the crseﬁ.,

‘En ar to 5 a. . Beaver shbuld be stocked near head of creek.

wBald Hill. Creek - Lower nart has steep zradient with eroding
ut Jbanks. Hnanjters have plenty of food for beaver, and
‘meadows whlch'could be dammed. Recommend stocking beaver at
~two sites on headwaters.

short and steep for veaver.

_ f‘Upper‘partvis too steep in gradient for beaver but. lower part .
.- meanders through level area with asven margins. Recommend
'stockinp,beaver about l'mile above rark boundary.

?4Ltaulc site for hcaver at head but rest of creek is too steep
<;d qtouy.‘ Recommend fOCkan beaver at head.

‘fﬁcﬂlnnon Creek - One'colony of heaver on a snye off the creek
snear Warden Station. - No good sites for beaver stocking on creek
‘itself. Lower part too steep, and uoper part doesn't contain
 énough water for besver to start. However, a small pothole

'just north of the hezd of the creek would be a suitable 51te to
'"start’beaver'and it should be stocked.



scott Creek -~ Upper part of the creek doesn't have enough
water e gtock beaver and lower part is too steep and stony.
Tea lake ‘empties into both the Whirlpool River system and
Scott Creek. It is suitable for beaver and should be stocked.
Beaver might. gradually move from the lake down Scott Creek
*fbuilding dams.,' . . '

N In flylng from Scott Creek to Henderson Creek one beaver
:COlOnV was observed on a serles of slougns south of Henderson Cresk
fWaraen bbatlon.-__' '

(a) ~ South Fork ‘of Henderson Creek - Lower part of creek is
steep and boulder strewn. Lake at head of creek is suitable
for beaver and should be stocked.
(p) ~ West Tork of Henderson Creek - Head of creek appears to
- be fair beaver habitat'and should be stocked. Reamainder of

' ,;creek is too Sueep and’ stony for beaver. :

 :( ) - uast fork of chre River -~ Active colony of beaver in
'fBovzert Lake. PFair beaver hebitat in upper parts of creek. No
‘neea to stock more, beaver. '

~(b)<- Forx of Ocure- vaer - Active beaver colony in creek about

"one-iguarter mile east of Elk Lake. Downstream from Elk Lake

7.l %He creek is stony but has some favourable sites for beaver. No
" 'need to stock more beaver.

‘{f(c) - Fork of Ochre River - Upper part of creek is gpod beaver
;*“.hebitat. Active colony in small lake north of lake at mile 142%.
t.!No need to stock more beaver,

- Lower pert of creek is too steep and stony for beaver.
er part more gradual but very little water for stocking beaver,
‘..e on. headweters provides beaver habitat and should be stocked.v

- Crawford_Creek - L0wer vart of creek is too steep in gradient
»for beaver. - Active colony holding back a large pond on small
T 4ributary south of creek. Uvper part of creek provides suitable

'hBeaver should be stccked near head.

':ddWards ureek - Actlve colony east of highway below Edwards lake.
Lowe; part 01 creek 1s too bteep for beaver.

uaper pert of creeh is slow end meandering. No colonies seen.
Snow cover may have obscured them. Lower part of creek is steep
with ‘gravel and boulder bottom.

- Kennis Creek - Seven active beaver colonies seen.
Hest fork of Vermillion River - Four active beaver colonies
geen, one .on-a small tributary to the west. Lower part of ereek

lg‘suoeb dnu_stony, and eroding. Upper part meendering and slow,.

rf’I':L‘m;L‘c.ary of Wlloon %1vcr - Three bedver colonies seen, two on
'smdll trlbuuarj creeys.

EVO beever colonles seen. Circled area which was burned this
sumner. ‘

.“habitat. There are two sedge ponds which may be old beaver ponds..



UBIG GAME OBSERVATIONS

. - Searching for sign of beaver and appraising habitat conditions
. required full attention. For this reason and because of difficulty in

¢ observing srimals at this time of year, big game observations were few.
- Fourteen moose end ten elk were seen. Nine of the moose were in the

* vicinity of Round' Lake, Campbell Lake, and Rowland Lake in the southeast

.-eorner of the park and the remaining five were on Edwards Cresk. Of

. the. elk seen, one was on Campbell Lake, two on creek 9 d, six on Edwards

no Creex, and one on creek 13, o :

DISCUSSION

L - Qf 27 creecs or creek tributaries surveyed, 1l contained actiwve
bea ver.colonles. ' '

’-"A-total'of 24'beaver colonies were seen in the survey.

S ;43 creeks of th'e north slope contain more beaver than those

- of tne east slope. . This is nartly due to the fact that the area contains

 more suitable sites for beaver. t is probably also partly due to the

fact that a nucleus of beaver were preserved there in the 1930's when
beaver disappeared in other varts of the park., From that nucleus beaver/

“dispersed until now tne cbntral part of the park is moderately stocked

leuJ bedver.'~ - -

RECOMHTFIDATIONS

: I is recommended that beaver be stocked in sixteen sites on
‘creek systems draining the east slope of Riding Mountain. The sites
-are indicated by‘circles'on the attached map.

S Beaver - should ve preserved throughout the Riding Mountaln
Park. By stabilizing the run-off they tend to reduce the flre hazard.
They also increase the value of the park as a stable source of water
supply for the surrounding plzins country.

”helr 1muortant place as'a menber of the native fauna and
thelr aesthetlb value are obv10us.

' Tt may be necessarv from time to time to dispose of beaver
vwhﬂch dam culverts, flood roads etec. Until the park becomes much nore
. heavily stocked with beaver, nuisance beaver should be live-trapped and
“moved tQ‘other'sites, preferably those on the east slope.

‘ The beaver for stocklnn in the 16 sites proposed can best be
obvulned from Prince Albert National Park. Due to the heavy beaver
population there, they can be most conveniently and economically trapped
‘there., Experience has ghown that very early summer or very late summer -

" are the best periods for live-trapping beaver. Therefore the live-trapping
- ean best be done in Prince Albert National Park in late August and early
-, September. The beaver can be trucked to Wasagaming from where they can
Af’bc digtributed by four-wheel drlve vehicle, team snd wagon, and perhaps
»len a few vaoes ﬁack horses.

”he utudent worklng in the beaver study with the Canadian
W;ldLer Service in Prince Albert National Park should be available to
help g;tn certain phases of the beaver transfer.




; '~ach 81te bnoula bc stocked with at least one pair of ‘beaver

;+wo years o1d or oider. Sites which seem to offer especially favourable

: condluLons from'a standpoint of beaver establishment and watershed

.v;'fiugrovexent are as follows: +the two sites at the head of 5c, Tea Lake,
‘fii8a. Qf, and, loe -

- . II uufflclent beaver are available to stock more than a pair
.“01 beaver in some 81tes, those locations should receive priority. It
‘’should be attempted to obtain 45 or 50 beaver for the transfer.

IR L o o Donald R. Flook,
Ter T e : ) ‘Wildlife Biologist.

E ;fJaé;ér, fta.,
.”’36 ber 7, 19370
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