


How Is It Sold?

In Canada, most
firewood is sold
by the cord. A
cord is a legal
unit of measure-
ment defined by
I the Weights and
Measures Regulations as “128 cubic feet of stacked
roundwood (whole or split, with or without bark)
containing wood and airspace with all bolts of
similar length piled in a regular manner with their
longitudinal axes approximately parallel.”

How Is It Measured?

Follow these steps to ensure that you have
received the correct quantity:

e Stack the wood neatly in a line or row, ensuring
that individual pieces are touching and parallel
to each other with as few gaps as possible.

o Measure the length, width and height of the stack
in feet (for example, 4 feet X 8 feet X 4 feet).

® Multiply these measurements to calculate the
volume in cubic feet.

e If your result is equal to 128 cubic feet, you
have a cord.

Which Units of
Measurement Are Legal?

Some firewood dealers have been known to use
various units of measurement to sell firewood.
Some of these units of measurement are legal in
Canada and some are not. Beware of terms that are
not recognized as legal units of measurement, as
they will often mean less than a cord.



Common legal units of measurement
used in the sale of firewood

® cord ® stacked cubic metre
e fractions of ® fractions of a stacked
a cord cubic metre

¢ cubic feet

Terms that are not recognized (illegal)
for the sale of firewood in Canada

® apartment cord ® tossed cord

* furnace cord ® single cord

® rack of wood * face cord

® short cord ® processed cord

® bush cord ® truckload of wood
* pile of wood ® stove cord

How to Protect Yourself

Adhering to the following precautions when pur-
chasing firewood will help ensure that you get
what you pay for.

When ordering firewood:

® Askforit to be delivered stacked in the truck so
that you can measure it before it is unloaded.

® If this is not possible, immediately
following delivery:

» stack the firewood:

» measure the length, width and height of
the stack; and

» calculate the quantity that you received.











