






























































DOC milestones

1969

1971

1972

1974

1976

Responsibility for
communications is
transferred from the Post
Office to the newly
formed Department of
Communications.
Telesat Canada is
created as an inde-
pendent organization

to own and operate
Canada’s domestic com-
mercial communications
satellite system.

ISIS 2, the ionospheric
research satellite, is
launched.

DOC opens regional
offices in Moncton,
Montreal, Toronto, Win-
nipeg and Vancouver.

Anik A1 is launched,
making Canada the first
country in the world
with a domestic com-
mercial geostationary
communications satellite
service.

The role of the Canadian
Radio-television and
Telecommunications
Commission is expanded
to include responsibility
for telecommunications
as well as broadcasting.

Hermes, the high-
powered communica-
tions satellite is launched,
allowing for the world’s
first experiments in
direct broadcasting via
satellite. -

1977 »

1978 «

1979 »

Experiments in
telemedicine and tele-
education are carried
out via Hermes com-
munications satellite.
DOC helps sponsor a
major fibre optics trial
in London, Ontario.

Telidon is developed at
DOC's Communications
Research Centre.

DOC transfers advanced
mobile radio data
system (MRDS) for use

by city police in Vancou-

ver, British Columbia.
DOC participates in
major fibre optics trial
in Elie, Manitoba

A wide range of
experimental services
are offered via Anik B
satellite, including
health care, educational
broadcasting services,
community and govern-
ment information, TV
programs and data
services.

Canada is first country
to provide earth stations
to private homes to test

direct broadcast services.

1980 »

1982 «

Canada helps test
feasibility of SARSAT
satellite search and
rescue system.

DOC given responsibility
for federal arts and
culture programs.
Inauguration of expand-
ed David Florida
Laboratory for design
and testing of satel-
lites and aerospace
equipment.

DOC’s Office Com-
munications System
program is created to
promote the production
of Canadian electronic
office products and
services.

Telidon is adopted by
leading computer,
communications and
electronics firms as the
main element of North
American standard for
videotex systems.



1983 »

DOC publishes new
national broadcasting
strategy.

DOC sponsors a wide
range of activities for
World Communications
Year.

Launch of Project Iris,
the CBC's national
Telidon teletext trial,
sponsored by DOC.










