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This exhibition introduces to the public the various types of printed materials, in addition to books
and periodicals, sought for the Library’s Canadiana collections and studied by the historian of Canadian
art: private press editions; trade, auction, and exhibition catalogues; broadsides and posters; souvenir
and view albums; printed ephemera; technical manuals; government publications; and children’s and
illustrated books. In addition to their research interest, the items on display are of importance to the
Library either because of their scarcity, their aesthetic merit, or their association with previous owners.

The scarcity of an item may be due to the limited number of copies originally published or may be
aresult of the vicissitudes of time. The utilitarian nature and fragility of broadsides, posters, and calen-
dars make them particularly prone to loss. Of extreme rarity is Burr’s Seven Mile Mirror! (no. 3), an
1851 handbill announcing the Providence, Rhode Island, showing of a panorama of Canadian scenes,
executed by American artists. The fragile advertising leaflet for Talbot’s Indian Bazaar (no. 8),a Quebec
City emporium, includes for the tourist a list of the paintings in the “French Cathedral” (Notre Dame
de Quebec). Function can also sometimes encourage the retention of materials. Views of Toronto
(no. 6) and Art Work of Hamilton (no. 19), using handsome printing techniques and published for
their souvenir appeal, would be prized by their owners, thus safeguarding their survival.

Aesthetic merit frequently determines the desirability, monetary value, and longevity of an item.
One of the glories of nineteenth-century American book publishing is Dean Sage’s The Ristigouche and
Its Salmon Fishing (no. 11). The extraordinary production values of this work — the paper, typography,
binding, and original engravings and etchings (by American and British printmakers, and by the
Canadian artist Henry Sandham, whose etching The First Cast is shown here) — as well as the limited
number of copies produced were guarantees that the book would be coveted and protected by institu-
tions and private collectors alike.

All publications illustrated by Canadian artists are of great interest to the art historian, from
handsome private press editions, such as Caroline Armington’s Twelve Little Views of Paris (no. 30), or
Shahwandahgooze Days (no. 31) illustrated by Thoreau MacDonald, to more modest, ephemeral titles,
represented here by a theatre program illustrated by James Fergus Kyle (no. 25) and a pageant brochure
with cover illustration by Lowrie Warrener (no. 32).

A volume can acquire special interest for the researcher because of its provenance. The Miniature
Painter’s Manual (no.2),a British imprint, has been assigned to the Canadiana collections because it is
elegantly inscribed R. Gwynne [?] Merrickville Canada West N.A. miniature Painter &c. A volume of
The Hlustrated Magazine of Art (no. 4) is inscribed C Krieghoff Quebec 1858; it was subsequently in the
possession of the Canadian painter Adam Sherriff Scott. Dimo, et autres histoires de bétes (no.40) is one
of eight extra-illustrated copies of Sarah Larkin’s novel that were produced and inscribed by the artist
Henri Beaulac, after their original plan to formally collaborate on this project had collapsed.

Printed ephemera are often of value as witnesses to events. Toronto’s Tribute to Her Majesty Queen
Victoria, on the Occasion of Her Diamond Jubilee (no. 18) describes the gold and silver casket designed

by Ryrie Brothers, Toronto diamond merchants and silversmiths, to hold the congratulatory address



sent to the Queen by the City of Toronto. The program for a theatrical and musical entertainment,
Hiawatha and the Land of the Ojibways (no. 23),is of importance to the Library because the production
was staged for the benefit of the handicraft shop of the Montreal branch of the Woman’s Art
Association of Canada. Exhibition announcements are enthusiastically collected, especially those of
accomplished design, such as the invitations to the 1902 and 1903 annual exhibitions of the Mahlstick
Club (no.22) and the 1949 card for an exhibition at Librairie Tranquille in Montreal (no.41).

Foreign imprints are an important part of the Canadiana collections. Known for his picturesque
views of Upper and Lower Canada, James Pattison Cockburn published Swiss Scenery from Drawings
(no. 1) shortly before his first posting to Canada in 1822. The very rare Sketches of Newfoundland and
Labrador (no. 5) was issued in England by the Reverend William Grey, missionary, educator, and
architect, after his stay in Canada; the drawings include views of churches designed by Grey in
Newfoundland. Exercise in Education and Medicine (no. 28) was published while the Canadian physi-
cian and sculptor Robert Tait McKenzie was with the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia. The American artist Rockwell Kent provided a startling depiction of an Inuit figure for
the jacket of a 1931 novel of the North (no. 34).

The National Gallery of Canada Library is constantly seeking to enrich the depth and scope of the
Canadiana research collections. The items exhibited here were recently acquired from antiquarian and
out-of-print booksellers in Canada and the United States. The public is invited to make further

inquiries about any aspect of the Library’s collection of rare Canadiana.
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The collection of rare Canadiana held by the
National Gallery of Canada Library encompasses
the full printed record of the history of the visual
arts in Canada, ranging from 18th-century illus-
trated narratives of European travel and settlement
to late-20th-century artists’ books and multiples.
The collection includes material published in
Canada as well as material published abroad by

Canadians or on a Canadian theme.
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