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Resource Mapping Series

Traditional Fisheries Knowledge
for the Southern Gulf of St. Lawrence

Coordinator, DFO: John A. Legault,
Oceans Act Coordination Office, Moncton, NB
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J. Lee MacNeill & Associates, Amherst, NS
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Terrestrial Information: NTS/DOE
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Human Resource Development Canada - Antigonish County, NS
Human Resource Development Canada - Inverness County, NS

Provisional Atlas

The nature of the information presented in these pages is very dynamic and changing. It was not the
intention of this project to produce a "coffee table" document. This is to be a working tool to assist in the
development of integrated coastal zone management plans, resource management plans, tourism,
alternative resource use, conservation and protection - whatever initiatives that may call for a knowledge
of the fisheries resources in an area.

The provisional nature of this atlas is that it is never final. Changes, updates, and revisions are encouraged
and we ask that any changes are verifiable. All opinions are welcome. Please send all comments and
changes to Mr. John A. Legault at the Department of Fisheries and Oceans in Moncton, NB. (Tel.: (506)
851-6221; Fax : (506) 851-6579; E-mail: Legaultj@mar.dfo-mpo.gc.ca).

Individual thematic maps can be custom-made (ex. lobster and scallop) and provided at the appropriate
scale for planning purposes at production cost.
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Traditional Fisheries Knowledge

Rationale for the Approach

The policy for the Management of Fish Habitat that has been used by the Habitat Management Division
and the strategy that has been identified as the most proactive has been that dealing with the Resource
Planning and Management. With this in mind, it has long been the approach of the Planning and
Inventory unit that in order to manage fish habitat from a fisheries perspective, it is important to identify
that "asset". For 15 years, the planning and inventory unit has advocated the use of mapping and the GIS
technology as an important tool in this regard.

Methodology

The habitat, fisheries, fish distribution and land use information was initially collected through a review
of existing literature, scientific reports, data reports, consultant reports, etc., available from the Federal,
Provincial and municipal departments, private organizations and individuals. From these sources, data
was extracted on the initial location of fisheries' resources and the habitat on which they depend, land use
practices and habitat impacting activities.

With direction and consultation with the Habitat Management Division, a Project Coordinator was hired
to put into place a procedure to acquire the information for the mapping project. Regional coordinators
were put into place for each province. Community-based data collectors and Seasonal Fisheries Officers
were also brought into the team.

The Data collectors and Fishery Officers received training in interview and mapping techniques and
interviewed individuals, fishermen, interest groups, representatives from municipalities and local
industry as well as officials from federal and provincial departments throughout the former Gulf Region.
The objective of the interviews was to gain information on the locations of fisheries' resources and their
habitats (if they could be identified), the local fishing activities, and the human activities impacting fish
habitat and fisheries resources. Relationships with the fishing community were greatly enhanced using
this strategy as the former regulatory agents were now viewed as DFO staff helping the fishers to manage
their resources.

The data and information was vetted through a process of verification with scientists, the fishers
themselves, the local community and industry representatives, and government officials. This was done
by a series of open houses displaying the rough compilation of information and data on actual charts and
maps for review and comments. The maps were then compiled into manuscripts ready for digitizing into
Maplnfo. The data was then incorporated into a habitat related data base.

The data was compiled using the traditional cartographic manuscript techniques and digitized upon
completion of the manuscripts. It was decided that the data and maps would be prepared for publication
and distribution in a digital format and therefore be collected accordingly to facilitate manipulations,
corrections and production. The selection of the software platform - Maplnfo - was based on the review
of available desktop mapping software made by Environment Canada. Thus all the data that was
collected was digitized into MaplInfo.

The areas of interest comprise the north and eastern shore of New Brunswick, all of Prince Edward Island
and the Gulf Shore of Nova Scotia.
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